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No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.XJ 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(NGO SECTION) 



Subject : Justice Mukheriee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI)- 
Publication of a Notice of the JMCI in English and local language 

newspapers in Singapore. Bangkok and Saigon /Vietnam. 

The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI] was set up 
to inquire into the facts and circumstances relating to the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and the 
subsequent developments connected therewith. This Ministry has 
rendered all possible assistance to the JMCI and has been in constant 
touch with the JMCI on various issues, including obtaining of relevant 
information from various foreign governments through the respective 
Indian Missions. 

2. In September 2003, the JMCI approached this Ministry, seeking 
to publish a notice in leading English and local language newspapers in 
Singapore, Bangkok and Vietnam for obtaining and extracting 
material evidence relevant to the points of the inquiry. The JMCI had 
indicated that the alleged fateful journey of Netaji by air (culminating in 
the crash at Taipei in Taiwan) was from Saigon where he had arrived 

a stopover at Bangkok . 



3. The format of the proposed Notice provided by JMCI was 
forwarded to our Missions in Singapore, Bangkok and Hanoi for getting 
the same published in leading English and local languages newspapers. 
Responses received from all the 3 concerned Missions confirming 
publication of the Notice in leading dailies in Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam, have been conveyed to the JMCI and MHA. 



4. After the publication of this notice, our Mission in Hanoi has now 
forwarded the feedback received from a Singapore national (of Indian 
Origin) who happened to see the Notice while he was in Ho Chi Minh 
City. The information furnished by him, which is summarized below, 
may be seen at (F/ “X”P . 

“ One Gerald De Cruz acted as the personal assistant to Netaji in Saigon 
during the period 1943 to 1945. He wrote a book called ", Kojak Rebels” 
which was published by a Singaporean publisher. Mr. Gerald De Cruz, 
since deceased, married a Bulgarian lady. His son Mr. Simon Tensing De 
Cruz is presently Singapore's Ambassador to Myanmar . His daughter 
Mrs. Judith Prakash is presently a High Court/rudge in Singapore .” 

5. Director (CNV) had suggested th; 1 

Singapore is requested to make enquiries i g 

the above facts to the notice of JS (SEA). 

Submitted pis. 




Section OffietSf (NGO-I) 
January 8, 2004 


No.25/4/NGO-Vol Xf(part file) 




Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO section 


Subject : Mass memorandum received by MHA from Netaii Probe 


Research Foundation tNPRF) seeking intervention on issue of Justice 

Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) inquiring into facts and 

circumstances relating to disappearance of Netaii Subhas Chandra Bose. 


Dy.No. 6830/NGQ/03- dated 19.12.03 (FR) 


Reference U.O. note received from MHA, NCB Section alongwith a copy of 
letter dated 6.11.03 from Shri D. Biswas, Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha 
(addressed to Home Minister) forwarding therewith a Mass memorandum of 
the Netaji Probe & Research Foundation (NPRF) seeking intervention on the 
issue of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) inquiring into 
facts and circumstances relating to disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose. 


2. MHA have sought MEA’s comments in the matter for facilitating the issue 
of a reply to the Honhle MP. The salient points contained in the 
representation of the NPRF are as under:- 

• Four years have passed since the appointment of the JMCI in 1999. 

• Office of the GOI like Ministries of Home Affairs, External Affairs, 
Defence, PMO have not been acting in the spirit of the assurance 
given by the Home Minister. 

• The responses received by the JMCI to its requests made to different 
Ministries / Offices of the GOI are invariably delayed and evasive. 

• The Home Ministry has withheld a few files from the JMCI on grounds 
of secrecy. 

• The MEA is not making sincere efforts to help the Commission to 
obtain relevant files/ information on the subject from foreign 
governments like the UK, USA, Russian Federation, Germany, Japan, 
Vietnam, Taiwan etc. 

• The representation seeks the Home Minister’s personal intervention 


in the following matters : 

o Disclosure of all information in “classified” files in possession 
of the GOI. 

o Serious efforts by MEA to obtain all information/ files in 
possession of foreign governments including files considered as 
“classified”. 

o Immediate response to all requests/ requisitions of JMCI in 
respect of various matters to enable the Commission to issue 
its report within a reasonable time. 


3. The Ministry of External Affairs has rendered all possible assistance to 
the JMCI and has been in constant touch with the JMCI on various issues, 
including obtaining of relevant information from various foreign governments 
through, the respective Indian Missions. The following is illustrative of the 


action and efforts made by the MEA in the pursuance of various matters 


referred by the JMCI:- 


SUMMARY OF INFORMATION /ASSITANCE PROVIDED BY MEA TO JMCI 


High Commission of India in London was requested in October 2002 
to approach British authorities, following JMCI's request for 
assistance in accessing certain classified documents pertaining to 
Netaji that were likely to be available with the British Government. 

The Commission had requested MEA to approach the governments of 
UK, USA, Japan, Taiwan, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam, 
Germany, Ireland, Russia and all the member states of the erstwhile 
USSR, to make available all relevant documents in the 
possession/under the control of these governments, and/or in 
various archives of those countries. All Indian Missions in these 
countries were requested to seek the respective host government's 
assistance in this regard. The Missions were also requested to 
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procure lists of archives in their respective jurisdictions so that these 
could be provided to the JMCI. All responses received by the Missions 
from the host governments have been periodically forwarded to the 
JMCI. 

• Indian Embassy in Moscow forwarded a response from the Russian 
Foreign Office, indicating that their archives did not have any 
material on the fate of Netaji. This was conveyed to JMCI accordingly. 

• JMCI sought MEA's assistance in facilitating a visit to Taiwan to 
examine records pertaining to Netaji that might be available there. 
After detailed enquiry, MEA informed the Commission that 

(a) No records of the 1945 period are available with the airport 
authorities; 

(b) The Nam Mong Military Hospital no longer existed; 

(c) The erstwhile Municipal Crematorium no longer existed nor were 
any records traceable; 

(d) The Taiwanese authorities were not aware about any Bureau of 
Health 8s Hygiene and 

(e) Holitu Military Hospital, currently known as the National force 
Beitou Military Hospital, has no records older than 1992. 

• JMCI had requested for MEA’s assistance in locating/ accessing 
certain documents relating to Netaji in the USA. Archival material 
obtained by E/I, Washington from the MacArthur Memorial Library 
and the Truman Library in the United States have been forwarded to 
the JMCI. 

• MEA facilitated JMCI’s visit to Japan in September 2002 

• Indian Mission in Tokyo arranged the JMCI team’s visit to the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo, where it is believed Netaji’s ashes are kept. 

• On the directions of the JMCI, Embassy of India, Tokyo immediately 
took steps to obtain expert advice to ascertain whether the ashes 
contained material that can be used for DNA testing. 

• The Embassy located a Japanese expert- Prof. Momoki Hirai of the 
University of Tokyo, who agreed to do the requisite examination on 
the remains to ascertain whether it can be tested for DNA. 

• MEA conveyed the particulars of the Japanese expert identified by our 
Mission in Tokyo, to the JMCI. 

• In deference to the observations made by Smt. Krishna Bose, MP and 
Chairperson of the Standing Committee on External Affairs, the 
Indian Mission in Tokyo sought MEA’s advice on the required 
parameters for identification of a suitable DNA expert and as to 
whether a Japanese and an Indian expert needed to work together on 
the project. 

• These issues were conveyed to MHA and advise sought. 

• MHA, in response, suggested that MEA depute an Indian DNA expert 
to Japan for examination of the remains in association with the 
identified Japanese expert. 

• Since the JMCI process fell under the purview of MHA and the role of 
the MEA was limited to being that of a facilitator, it was conveyed to 
MHA that once they had taken a decision to subject the remains to 
DNA testing and selected the experts, MEA could thereafter take 
further action in facilitating their visit to Japan for liaison with the 
local government and the Renkoji Temple authorities. 

• MHA thereafter clarified that the ‘ appointment of experts for the 
purpose of DNA testing is to be done by the Justice Mukeriee 

Commission’ . 

• Foreign Secretary personally wrote to Smt. Krishna Bose in August 
2003, apprising her of the status of the case. 

• The JMCI approached this Ministry in September 2003, seeking to 
publish a notice in leading English and local language newspapers in 
Singapore, Bangkok and Vietnam for obtaining and extracting 
material evidence relevant to the points of the inquiry. 
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• Our Missions in Singapore, Bangkok and Vietnam were requested to 
facilitate this request. 

• The JMCI Notice was published in all the leading dailies in these 
countries. Newspaper clippings of the Notices published have been 
sent to the JMCI alongwith feedback. 

External Affairs Minister (EAM) had written to the Home Minister in 
October 2003, apprising him of the status of the matter and updating 
him of the efforts made by the MEA in providing the f^quisite information 
to the JMCI. 


We may, if approved, inform MHA in respo: 
reference, on the above lines as per DFA place 


UO note under 



1^1 


Section Officer (NGO) 
January 9, 2004 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(NGO SECTION) 


JMCI letter no. JMCI/CPDC 72002/ 86 7338 dated 24.11.03 

fDv.no. 6511/NGO/Q3 dated 28.11.20031 (FR) 

Subject : Request of the Justice Mukheriee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI)- 
to persuade the Government of Japan to get documents/ Information from 

the Government of Taiwan for the purpose of the Inquiry. 

Reference FR placed below. 

The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI] set up to inquire 
into the facts and circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments connected therewith, 
has once again requested this Ministry *to persuade the Government of Japan 

to get from the Government of Taiwan all the documents asked for* vide its 

letter dated 27 November 2002 (F/ “A”). 

2. The JMCI in its letter of 27 November 2002 had conveyed that during its 
last visit to Japan, it examined one Dr. Taneyoshi Yoshimi as a witness. Dr. 
Yoshimi was the applicant who is said to have applied to the Taiwan Military 
authority for the cremation permit for the deceased Subhas Chandra Bose. As 
the Commission presumed that the original document on the cremation would 
still be in existence, it requested MEA to take up the matter with the 
Government of Japan and persuade it to get from the Government of Taiwan 

the original Register of Cremation Permits for the period from 18.8.1945 to 
21.8.1945 and the Original Application for Cremation Permit filed on 
18.8.45 in the name of Chandra Bose. 

3. Our Mission in Tokyo was requested to do the needful in this regard. 
After repeated reminders and follow-up by our Mission in Tokyo, the Japanese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs finally conveyed in September 2003 that they have 

been unable to trace the document (Cremation Permit) sought by the JMCI. A 

copy of the communication received from the Government of Japan in this 
connection (Japanese Foreign Office note dated September 10, 2003) was 
forwarded to the Commission vide our letter dated September 23, 2003 (F/“B”). 

4. Though not stated explicitly in its response, it is possible that the 
Japanese Government may have some constraints or even reservations in 
fulfilling this request- as the request from the Indian side is to procure the 
document/ information from the Government of a third country viz. Taiwan . 

5. Moreover, given the fact that the Japanese Fe»reign Office had vide it’s 
note dated September 10, 2003, clearly indicated that it was unable to find the 
required document, it is for consideration whether/ any useful purpose would be 
served by approaching the Japanese Government again. If approved, the JMCI 


could perhaps be advised suitably and also informed that alternative options 


(like seeking ITA’s assistance) are being explo a 

from Taiwan. 


Submitted pis. 



Section Offi^r^NGO-I) 
, 2004 
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SI. No. [24 1 FR [Diary No. 652/NGO/04 dt. 03.02.04] 

SI. No, [25 ] Added [Diary No. 670/NGO/04 dt. 03.02.04] 


“ These are important documents. Dir. [ CNV] may wish to bring 
them to notice of FS and EAM, along with a short summary.” 

Sd/- 

Joint Secretary [EA] 

28.01.2004 

Pire otor fCN Vl 

“PL p. u. on file quickly. Also include ref. to letter rec’d. in response to 

our notice.” 

Sd/- 

Director [CNV] 

30.01.2004 

SQ4NGQ1 

Sd/- 
SO [NGO] 

30.01.2004 

NGO Section 

Ref above. 

2. The note bringing the contents of FR to the notice of FS and 
EAM is put up on next page. 

§ 

[Sanjeev Bhati] 

Assistant. 

4 th February 2004. 



Ministry of External Affairs 
(NGO Section) 


Reference letter (FR) received from E/I, Tokyo. The Mission has 
forwarded three sets of documents received from the Japanese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in response to the request made by the 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) to obtain records / 
documents relating to Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 

2. The first document [Flag A] is the copy of a note verbale from 
the Government of Japan delivered to General HQ for Allied 
Powers in September 1945 regarding ‘the reported death of 
Chandra Bose in an air crash’. This document contains- 

• Mention of “GHQ India being vitally interested in obtaining 
confirmation of the reported death of Chandra Bose” 

• Itinerary of Netaji on the ill-fated journey. 

• Data/ information relating to “the Death of Chandra Bose in the 
airplance accident at Taihoku airfield”. 

• Details regarding the plane, its crew and passengers. 

• Detailed sequence of events and circumstances surrounding the 
crash- including treatment of Netaji, his eventual death and 
subsequent disposition of his remains (Cremation and funeral 
at the Nishi Honganji Temple in Taihoku). 

3. The second document [Flag B] is the copy of an internal 
document prepared by the Japanese Government on the occasion of 
Shah Nawaz Khan’s visit to Japan in 1956. This document contains - 

• Outline of result of investigations by Japanese government. 

• Lists of the name of persons who were examined. 

• Itinerary of Netaji on the ill-fated journey. 

• Sequence of events in detail about the crash and treatment of 
Netaji thereafter. 

• Disposal of the remains of Netaji and articles left by him. 

• Some sketches. 

4. The third document [Flag C] is the gist of a statement given 
by Doctor Tsuruta in December 1955. Dr. Tsuruta, a former Army 
Surgeon had treated Netaji at the Manmon Branch of Taipei Army 
Hospital after he was injured in the plane crash. The interview 
describes in detail the sequence of events just after the crash and up 
to Netaji ’s cremation. 

5. The documents received from the Japanese Government 
indicate that the alleged death of Netaji took place at Taihoku airfield 
in Taipei on 18 th August 1945 in a Plane Crash. 

6. MEA has rendered all possible assistance to the JMCI and has 
been in constant touch with the Commission on various issues, 
including obtaining of relevant information from various foreign 
governments through the respective Indian Missions. The JMCI had 
approached this Ministry through the MHA in September 2003, 
seeking to publish a notice in leading English and local language 
newspapers in Singapore, Bangkok and Vietnam for obtaining and 
extracting material evidence relevant to the points of the inquiry. Our 
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Missions in Singapore, Bangkok & Vietnam were requested to 
facilitate this request. The JMCI Notice was published in all the 
leading dailies in these countries. Feedback was received from a 
Singapore national (of Indian Origin) following the publication of this 
Notice [Flag D]. Similarly another response was received from a 
resident of Bangkok, who claimed to know some facts about Netaji 
(he stated that Netaji died in a plane crash but ashes in the Japanese 
temple were not his) [Flag E]. These feedback responses were 
forwarded to the MHA and the JMCI. 


7. As suggested by JS [EA], in view of the importance of these 
documents, we may bring these to the notice of FS and EAM, before 
forwarding them to the JMCI. 


Submitted please. 

$ ' 

[Sanjeev Bhati] 

Assistant. 

4 th February 2004. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(NGO SECTION) 

*** 

• JMCI letter no. JMCI/Taiwan/2003-2004/89/426 dated 22 Jan 2004 

(Dv.no. 1019 /NGQ/04 dated 24.02.20041 (FR-I) 

• DG ITA fax letter no. Tai/Pol/ 1/2004 dated 10 February 2004 IDv.no. 817 

/NGQ/04 dated 24.02.20041 (FR-II) 

Subject : Request of the Justice Mukheriee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI)- 
to get documents /Information from Taiwan for the purpose of the Inquiry. 

Reference FR-I and FR-II placed below. 



The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI] set up to inquire 
into the facts and circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments connected therewith, 
has once again requested this Ministry for assistance in obtaining documents / 

information from Taiwan for the purpose of the Inquiry. 





2. JMCI’s earlier requests for obtaining information from Taiwan were 

examined in detail and put up to FS & EAM vide note on page 38-39 in linked 
file (Volume IX and X) and subsequently again vide note on page 5 ante of 
the current file (Volume XI) . It was decided with the approval of FS and EAM, 
to request Director General, India-Taipei Association (ITA) to assist in 
obtaining the requisite information and documents. Consequently, a formed 
request in this regard was sent to DGITA on 25 November 2003. f-! 'q ' 

3. A response has now been received from DGITA (FR-II), gist of which is 
given below: - 


• JMCI’s specific requests were brought to the notice of the concerned 
“authorities” in Taiwan. The authorities examined these requests in 
consultation with the Taipei City Government and other agencies and 
conveyed that:- 


[a] The three original documents sought by JMCI, as listed below, are not 
available with Taiwanese authorities- 

• The Record of Cremation Permits issued between 18-22 
August, 1945; 

• The application for Cremation Permit said to have been filed 
by Dr. Taneyashi Yashimi or some other authority for 
alledged cremation of Subhas Chandra Bose and /or Ichiro 
Okiro; and 

• The original Death Certificate issued in the name of Subhas 
Chandra Bose and /or Ichiro Okiro; 



[b] Photocopies of followin g two documents have been provided - 

• Page 531 of the “Chronological Record of Japanese 
Aggression in China ” (available with Ministry of National 
Defence) containing a lone reference to Subhas Chandra 
Bose in the sentence- ^Chandra Bose died as a result of 
injuries sustained in an airplane accident at Taipei 

Airport^. 

• A letter dated 22.4.1966 from Taipei City Government 
[Bureau of Health] to Ministry of Foreign Affairs conveying 
depositions of 2 employees working at the Crematorium. 


[c] While pointing out that Taiwan was under Japanese occupation 
during the said period [August 1945], the Taiwanese authorities have 
informed that they are not in possession of any other documentation 
relating to the alleged death of Subhas Chandra Bose in Taipei. 


Contd.page 
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4. The JMCI vide its latest letter on the subject [dated 22.1.2004: FR-I], has 
indicated that ‘it needs Ministry’s assistance not only for obtaining requisite 
documents, but also for contacting the witnesses it wants to examine at Taipei’ in 
connection with it’s ‘intended visit to Taiwan’. 

5. The JMCI has also stated in FR-I that:- 

• it is seeking the assistance of private individuals/ agencies/ organisations 
to supplement the efforts of this Ministry. 

• it is writing letters of requests to Editors of 3 newspapers in Taiwan for 
publishing a notice about the proposed visit of the Commission and its 
objectives. 

6. The “Taiwan” aspect of the JMCI inquiry was discussed and examined in 
detail earlier in August 2002 in the context of the then proposed visit of a JMC I 
team to Taipei. The ITA was requested then to look into the feasibility of a 
proposed visit by the JMCI team to certain sites identified by the JMCI itself. 
The team’s visit was eventually cancelled. 

7. The constraints in dealing with JMCI’s requests vis-a-vis Taiwan were 
identified and spelt out in note on page 38-39 in linked file (Volume IX and 
XI 

8. We may bring the above facts to the notice of FS and EAM before 
forwarding the documents obtained by the ITA from/fhe Taiwanese authorities 
(as per para 3-b above] to the JMCI. This would no\doubt supplement the 
exhaustive documentary material received from onr Mission in Tokyo that was 
forwarded to JMCI on February 20, 2004. [Not( 

FS/ EAM refers in this regard]. 


Submitted pis. 



February 24, 2004 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
[EA DIVISION] 

Ifirk 


Reference notings from page 9 above regarding the request of the 
Justice Mukherjee Commission Inquiry [JMCI] to obtain documents/ 
information from Taiwan. 

2. As JS[CNV] has suggested, documents received from DG, ITA, Taipei 
may be shared immediately with JMCI. As for JMCI’s proposal to visit Taipei 
and to publish a notice in the newspapers there, it is suggested that we bring 
to their attention inputs obtained by DG, ITA, in response to the 
Commission’s specific requests. Three original documents sought by JMCI 
are not available with the Taiwanese authorities who have now shared with 
ITA photocopies of two documents [notings on page 9 ante refer]. While 
pointing out that Taiwan was under Japanese occupation at the time of the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose [August 1945], the 
Taiwanese authorities have informed ITA that they are not in a position to 
provide any other documents relating to the incident. In earlier 
communications, ITA had conveyed that the concerned authorities had not 
been able to locate the witnesses sought by JMCI. [The list of witnesses 
attached to letter dated January 22, 2004 from Secretary, JMCI may, 
however, be shared with DG, ITA for an urgent feedback]. ITA had also 
indicated earlier that the sites associated with the disappearance of Netaji 
[Taihoku Airport, Nam Mong Military Hospital, erstwhile Municipal 
Crematorium and Hokutu Military Hospital] had either changed beyond 
recognition or did not exist any more. ITA had also checked with the National 
Archives of Taiwan, National Central Library and the two newspapers of the 
period to find any reference to the incident of August 1945. No news report 
on Netaji could be located. 

3. However, if JMCI were to decide in favour of a visit to Taiwan even 
after getting the above inputs, we need not come in the way of such a visit. I 
have discussed this matter with DG, ITA who is prepared to extend all 
possible assistance to any visiting team from JMCI. The visit of the JMCI 
team to Taiwan organized with the involvement of DG, ITA will be preferable 
to the Commission interacting directly with the Taiwanese “Government”, 
keeping in view the sensitivities arising out of our non-recognition of the 
“Government” of the “Republic of China”. We may, however, advise JMCI 
that ITA is a non-governmental office in Taipei and if there was to be any 
reference to the organization in their reports, it should be characterized as 
such. We may also advise JMCI that ITA will not be able to incur any 
expenditure on their behalf and, therefore, the visiting team will have to carry 
necessary funds to take care of the likely expenses. 




4. Submitted for approval of the course of action proposed above. 


[Ashok K. Kantha] 
Joint Secretary [EA] 
March 1, 2004. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(NGO Section) 


Subject : Forwarding of documents received from Taiwan to JMCI 

Reference JS (EA)’s note on pre-page regarding forwarding of 
documents received from Taiwan to / the JMCI and about the 
proposed visit of a JMCI team to Taiwan. Draft letters to Secretary, 
JMCI and DG, ITA are placed below fc>r approval\pls. 



Section 0£&<?er (NGO-I) 
March 9, 2004 
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CONFID j BMHAL 

No.25/4/NGO-Vol XI W %r 

Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO section 

'k'k'k 

Subject : News item published on 28.10.95 in the ‘Statesman* indicating 
that ‘the Government had decided to conduct DNA tests on the alleged 

mortal remains/ ashes of Netaji kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan’- 

Details of subsequent developments sought by JMCI. 

• JMCI Letter No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83qiI)/245. dated 5.9.2003 

(F/X) 

• MHA Letter No. 1/ 12014/ 13/2000-NCB dted 15.1.2004 (PUC-I1 

• E/I, Tokyo letter No. TOK/ 102/02/03 dated 9.3.2004 (PUC-II) 


Reference letter (PUC-I) received from MHA. 

2. In September 2003, we had received a letter (No. JMCI/ EO/ 2002- 
2003/83(III)/245, dated September 5, 2003- F / ‘X ’) from the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI), drawing attention to a news 
item published on 28.10.95 in the 'Statesman’ indicating that ‘the 
Government had decided to conduct DNA tests on the alleged mortal 
remains/ ashes of Netaji kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan’. 

3. The JMCI’s letter contained references to the 1995 news item about 
the ‘composition of a Committee consisting of DNA experts, CBI officials 
etc.’ and about the opinion of two DNA experts- namely Dr. Michalle 
Holland from the USA and Dr. Kevin Salevan from UK. The Commission 
sought to know the subsequent developments that transpired after the 

Government’s reported 1995 decision to opt for DNA testing of the alleged 

ashes of Netaji . 

4. MHA was requested to send an appropriate response to the JMCI, 
as the JMCI process came under the purview of the MHA and the role of 
the MEA was limited to being that of a facilitator. A background note on 
the issue of DNA testing, prepared on the basis of information readily 
available with MEA, was forwarded to MHA (F/ “Y”). 


5. In response, the MHA has now conveyed that on scrutiny of 
available MHA records of the relevant period, it has been found that no 
Committee of the type mentioned in the news-item was constituted for the 
said purpose. MHA has also suggested that MEA send a suitable reply to 
JMCI. 

6. MHA had also clarified earlier, the following points relating to DNA 
testing of the alleged mortal remains/ashes of Netaji:- 

• The appointment of experts for the purpose of DNA testing is to be 
done by the Justice Mukerjee Commission. 

• Issues like decision on holding of anthropological evaluation to 
determine feasibility of DNA testing/ selection of experts fall under 
the JMCI’s purview. 

• JMCI’s decision on these issues, as and when taken, could be 
conveyed to MEA for facilitating the visit of experts to Japan. 

• MHA has conveyed suggestions received from Shri Sugata Bose, 
Director, Netaji Research Bureau, Kolkata underlying the following: - 

(a) the need to ensure that any test is done with the deepest 
reverence and respect; 

(b) that any DNA test must be conducted by a top DNA expert or 
experts in the world, and 

(c) that proper sensitivity should be shown to Japanese 
sentiments. 

Contd. Next page/ 


7. Meanwhile, we have received an update from our Mission in Tokyo 
on the issue of DNA testing (PUC-II). The issues raised in the letter are 
summarised as under 

• In November 2002, 2 officers of the Mission photographed the 
mortal remains in the casket kept in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

• In December 2002, JMCI requested the Mission to arrange second 
examination by a competent expert to ascertain and decide whether 
GOI should be approached for bringing the mortal remains to India 
for subjecting them to a DNA test. 

• The Chief Priest of Renkoji Temple subsequently protested that the 
said inspection of the mortal remains by the Embassy Officials at 
the instance of the JMCI, had deeply disturbed him. Mission has 
pointed out that the Chief Priest of the Temple (Rev.Mochizuki) had 
earlier cooperated with the work of the Commission when it visited 
Tokyo in September 2002 and at no point objected to the opening of 
the casket by two officers from the Mission. His subsequent 
protestations appear to have impeded further progress in the 
proceedings of the Commission. 

• Smt. Krishna Bose, Member of Parliament and Chairperson of the 
Standing Committee on External Affairs also conveyed her deep 
distress at the opening of the casket while indicating that she had 
no objection to the proposal, provided ‘it is done with utmost respect 
being shown to the remains and polite gratitude expressed to the 
Japanese who have cared for them for 58 years” and that ‘prior and 
proper arrangements are made by selecting top DNA experts in the 
world’. 

• The Chief Priest of Renkoji Temple and former associates of Netaji 
have all along taken the stand that the Government of India should 
take back the mortal remains back to India. 

• The Mission has sought Ministry to consider an appropriate 
modality for reviving the work of the JMCI and have the casket 
examined by an expert to determine whether there is DNA material 
left in the casket. It has been suggested that the test could be 
carried out of the remains and sample of a blood relative of Netaji. 


8. Keeping in view the concerns and sensitivities of all concerned, the 

process of DNA testing would need to be undertaken with utmost care, 
while ensuring that the deepest reverence and respect is shown to the 
mortal remains of Netaji. / 

9. A draft letter to JMCI is submitted in/the light qf the inputs received 


from the MHA and our Mission in Tokyo. 





Section Officer (NGO) 
29 March 2004 
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No.25/4/NGO-Vol XI 
Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO section 
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Subject : Meeting sought by Justice M.K.Mukerjee with External 
Affairs Minister. 

Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry (JMCI), met JS (CNV) today morning, to discuss various aspects of 
the Inquiry, vis-a-vis information/ documents sought from the Ministry of 
External Affairs relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments connected therewith. 

2. JS (CNV) apprised him of the developments and the progress 
achieved in this regard. She provided him with a summary of the 
replies/information sent periodically to the JMCI over the past few 
months. 

3. Acknowledging the assistance and support provided so far, Shri 
Sengupta highlighted the following two issues, on which further follow-up 
was required :- 

• Composition of a Committee consisting of DNA experts 

• Working out the modalities for DNA testing of the alleged mortal 
remains /ashes of Netaji and examination of the casket/ urn by an 
expert to determine whether there is DNA material left in the casket. 

4. Shri Sengupta indicated that while JMCI was proceeding separately 
with the work of selection of DNA experts, MEA’s assistance was required 
with regard to the second issue identified above viz. in charting the 
modalities for the DNA testing. In this connection, he stated that the 
Chairman of JMCI- Justice M.K.Mukerjee has sought a meeting with 

External Affairs Minister at his earliest convenience. He wished that a 
response in this regard be conveyed to him by 10 th April, 2004 . 


5. We may request Director (EAMO) to 
EAM to meet Justice Mukerjee and indie 
Meeting. 


Submitted pis. 



in the convenience of 
suitable date for the 
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Section Ofiider (NGO) 
31 March 2004 
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No. 25/4/NGO-Vol XI 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(NGO Section) 


Subject ; Extension of term of Justice M.K.Mukerjee 
Commission of Inquiry beyond 14.5.2004. 


Reference note (FR) received from MHA seeking Ministry’s 
inputs for processing case for further extension of term of the 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) beyond 
14.5.2004. 

2. Our para wise comments, as sought by MHA on Para 1,4, 
5, 6,7, 10 and 12 of Annexure ‘B’ and/Par^ 2 & 8 of Annexure ‘C’ 
of the Status Report of the JMCI, are/given\in the enclosed sheet 
(F/”X”). We may forward the sam 
below. 



£ April, 2004 


Trial's 





MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(NGO SECTION) 

*** 

• JMCI letter no. JMCI /Overseas-Witness 72000- 1/70(110/ 08 dated 6.04.2004 (FR) 



Subject : Proposed visit of a Team from the Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry (JMCI) to Taiwan 

Reference endorsement (FR) received from Secretary, Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI]. The letter is addressed to JS (IS), MHA and copy 
has been endorsed to JS (CNV), MEA. 

2. Secretary, JMCI has in his letter, drawn attention to a recent Meeting he 
had with JS (IS), MHA. The issue of the proposed visit by a JMCI Team to Taiwan 
is said to have been discussed during this Meeting. 

3. The “Taiwan” aspect of the JMCI inquiry has been discussed and 
examined in detail earlier in August 2002, in the context of the then proposed 
visit of a JMCI team to Taipei. The ITA was requested then to look into the 
feasibility of a proposed visit by the JMCI team to certain sites identified by the 
JMCI itself. Ministry’s stand in the matter was conveyed to JMCI vide letter dated 
23.9.2002 (F/ “X”). The team's visit was however cancelled eventually. The 
constraints in dealing with JMCI’s requests vis-a-vis Taiwan were identified and 
spelt out in Section’s note on page 38-39 in linked file (Noting portion) (Volume 
IX and X). It was decided with the approval of FS and EAM, to request Director 
General, India-Taipei Association (ITA) to assist in obtaining the requisite 
information and documents. A formal request in this regard was sent to DGITA 
on 25 November 2003. 


4. Subsequently thereafter, JMCI’s latest request for facilitating a visit to 
“Taiwan” was examined vide JS(EA)’s note on page 11 ante of the current file 
(Volume XI). A response was sent to Secretary, JMCI on March 15.2004. 
(S.no.56- Flag “Y”). It was conveyed therein that if the Commission were to 
decide in favour of a visit to Taiwan, the ITA would be requested to extend all 
possible assistance to any visiting JMCI team. In view of the sensitivities 
involved, the Commission was requested to avoid public mention of the 
assistance being sought from the India-Taipei Association (ITA) as it was a non- 
governmental office in Taipei . It was also pointed out that as a non-governmental 
office, ITA will not be able to incur any expenditure on behalf of a visiting JMCI 
team, which will have to carry necessary funds to take care of likely expenses. 


5. Secretary, JMCI in his letter dated 6.4.2004 (FR), has sought to know “the 
nature and extent of the logistics arrangements in Taipei and confirmation as to 

whether logistics arrangements include- reservation of hotel accomodation; 

providing transport and interpretation facilities ”. The \Commission has also 
queried and sought clarification about the funding aspect <^f the proposed visit to 
Taiwan before it takes a final decision in the matter. 


6. We may seek JS (EA)’s considered opinion ajjiA inputs ^n the matter before 
responding to JMCI and MHA. 


Submitted pis. 



irbCtoi 




DIRECTOR (CNV) 
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Section Officer (NGO-I) 
April 16, 2004 
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Reference Director(CNV)’s query on the previous page regarding 
the proposed visit of a team from the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry (JMCI) to Taiwan. 

2. It is confirmed that ITA, Taipei will be able to assist in making the 
necessary logistical arrangements, including reservations of hotel 
accommodation, transport and interpretation in Taipei, subject to the 
condition that payment will be made directly by the visiting JMCI team. 

ITA can provide estimates of likely expenses to JMCI, if the latter so 
desires. 

/ 

3. We have no objection from the political angle to expenditure being 
incurred specifically on account of visit to Taiwan out of the funds placed 
at the disposal of the JMCI by the Government of India. We are, 
however, unable to comment on whether or not the Commission would 
need specific sanction of MHA to incur such an expenditure. 



4. As has been conveyed earlier, we may advise JMCI that ITA will 
not be able to incur any expenditure on their behalf and, therefore, the 
visiting team will have to carry necessary funds to take care of the likely 
expenses. The JMCI should also refrain from giving any unnecessary 
publicity to the visit of its team to Taipei. We may also reiterate our 
advice that ITA is non-governmental office in Taipei and if there is any 
reference to the organization in the Commission’s reports, it should be 
characterized as such. 


Jn< 




(Ashok K. Kanttla) 
Joint Secretary(EA) 
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Secret 


Ministry of External Affairs 
[ CNV Division ] 


Subject: Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) into alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Reference FR from Ambassador Mani Tripathi dated 9 th April, 2004 
on his meeting with Rev. Mochizuki, Head Priest of Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo. 

2. The Ambassador has suggested that the proposal for DNA test on the 
remains kept in Rev. Mochizuki’s temple be agreed to. He has 
recommended that: 

i) Government of India issue a letter to Rev. Mochizuki suggesting 
a DNA test on the remains that are kept in his temple. 
Ambassador has suggested that if the remains are confirmed to 
be those of Netaji, we will have to address the request of Rev. 
Mochizuki to keep a portion of the remains before the casket is 
taken to India. 

ii) We request Rev. Mochizuki to hand over the casket to us 
immediately; it can be kept in the custody of the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission in Kolkata while a DNA test is 
conducted on a sample of the remains. 

3. The subject of DNA test on the remains in the Renkoji Temple is on- 
going. It will be up to the JMCI to make a final decision on the matter. The 
JMCI had earlier requested Ministry for a call on EAM by their Chairman to 
discuss this subject. As the request had come just before the general 
elections, EAM had ordered that the meeting be postponed to post elections. 
What they wish to discuss is the modality and viability of the DNA test and 
who are the experts that are to be brought in. 

4. As the JMCI is handled by Home Ministry, it is submitted that 
matters relating to the DNA test would also be best dealt with by them. 
MEA would, of course, continue to coordinate the international aspects of 
the inquiry, including the DNA tests. 

5. If approved, we may convey to JMCI the willingness of Rev. 
Mochizuki to allow DNA test to be conducted on the remains kept in the 
shrine, requesting them to consider the proposal. 

6. We may also suggest to them that the Home Ministry probably has 
a better understanding of the requirements of the DNA tests. Therefore, 
they may wish to discuss the experts to be employed for the same^and 
assure them that MEA will continue to support the JMCI with regard to the 
international aspects of the DNA tests. 

7. Delay in submission is regretted as I was trying to i 


intricacies of the file. 


"" ^ (t.D. Ralte) 
Director! CNV) 
18 th May, 2004 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Joint Secretary [EA]’s Office) 

Justice Mukheriee Commission of Inquiry TJMCn 
Into the alleged disappearance of Netaii Subhash Chandra Bose 


Reference Foreign Secretary’s instructions on the pre-page. 

2. As Director [CNV] has pointed out in his note, the subject of DNA 
test on the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo has a complex 
background. I would draw FS’ attention in particular to letter dated 
October 16, 2003 from the then EAM addressed to the then DPM/HM 
and the background note on the subject attached to the letter [F/A in 
the linked file]. The primary question is whether the DNA testing of 
the remains should be conducted and if it is to be conducted, whether it 
should be done by Indian and/or Japanese experts, or by a panel of 
international experts. The criteria and parameters for selecting DNA 
experts would also need to be addressed by JMCI. Other questions 
like whether the testing should be conducted in Japan or India or 
elsewhere would need to be dealt with. It would also be desirable to 
take a view on the association of members of Netaji’s family during 
opening of the casket and/or DNA testing of remains. It would have to 
be ensured that no religious or emotional sentiments are hurt in the 
process of taking out the ashes for carrying out the DNA test, and that 
appropriate Buddhist and Hindu practices are scrupulously adhered to. 

3. The JMCI process falls under the purview of MHA and the role of 
MEA is limited to being that of a facilitator, particularly for coordinating 
the international aspects of the work of the Commission. MHA have, 
however, taken the view that the issues relating to DNA testing, 
including determination of its feasibility and selection of experts, fall 
under JMCI’s purview, and that JMCI’s decision on these issues, as 
and when taken, can be conveyed to MEA for facilitating the visit of 
experts to Japan. MHA have taken the position in the past that it is not 
necessary for them to convene a formal inter-ministerial meeting to 
consider these issues. 

4. Notwithstanding the fact that it is indeed for JMCI to take a final 
decision on the issues relating to DNA testing of the remains, any 
suggestion by the Commission or others of Government apathy or lack 
of cooperation would attract criticism. Similarly, any failure by JMCI in 
implementing its decisions or observing appropriate procedures and 
customs while opening the casket or taking out the ashes may be seen 
as a failure of the Government to assist the Commission appropriately 
or may lead to a controversy in India or Japan. Accordingly, it will not 
be advisable for GOI to shift the entire responsibility to JMCI. As and 
when necessary, we would have to step in and render the necessary 
assistance and advice to the Commission. 

5. I would recommend the following course of action for 
consideration: 

i) We may convey to JMCI the willingness of Rev. Mochizuki, 
Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple, to allow DNA testing on 
the remains in his custody. We may also convey to JMCI 
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that GOI would have to make a formal request for 
conducting the DNA test if the Commission wished that 
such a test be undertaken. After the DNA test has been 
conducted and the remains are confirmed to be those of 
Netaji, the casket containing the ashes would be handed 
over to India while the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple 
would like to be allowed to keep a portion of the remains in 
the Temple in Tokyo. We may also bring to the 
Commission’s attention sensitivities involved in opening of 
the casket and taking out the remains for testing. We may 
request JMCI to consider the suggestion regarding the 
testing of the remains and let us know their decision in the 
matter. 






ii) It is suggested that at this stage, we need not consider the 
alternative recommended by Ambassador Tripathi, that is, 
Rev. Mochizuki be requested to hand over the casket to us 
immediately. Given the sensitivity involved, it would not be 
advisable to seek the transfer of the casket while the 
enquiry of the Commission is still underway and it has not 
been confirmed that the remains are indeed of Netaji. 

iii) If the Chairman of JMCI is keen, EAM may consider 
receiving him after the proposal received from Rev. 
Mochizuki has been conveyed to the Commission. The 
meeting may, inter alia, be utilised to discuss the following: 

a) Convey our assurance of support and cooperation to JMCI; 


b) 



Convey that while the JMCI process falls under the purview 
of MHA, MEA would continue to act as a facilitator by 
coordinating the international aspects of the inquiry; 


Apprise JMCI of various sensitivities involved in the DNA 
testing of remains (reference: paragraph 2 above) and 
request the Commission to take a view in the matter; and 


A- 

f ' 




d) If the Chairman of JMCI seeks the GOI’s assistance in 
identification of experts for carrying out the DNA testing, 
etc., we may offer to convey the request to MHA which will 
be the nodal point for extending necessary assistance. (If 
such a request is received from JMCI, we will have to 
persuade MHA to convene an inter-ministerial meeting to 
discuss issues relating to DNA testing of the remains.) 


6. Submitted for consideration, please. 



[Ashok K. Kant ha] 
Joint Secretary [EA] 
May 22, 2004. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
[ CNV Division ] 


Vide FR, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) 
have again reiterated their request for a call on EAM by their 
Chairman. 

2. As ordered, I have written to the Secretary, JMCI, informing 
them of the willingness of the Head Priest at the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo to have DNA test conducted on the remains kept in his 
temple. EAM had ordered that once the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission had decided to go ahead with the DNA test, he could 
then meet with the Chairman. 

3. The Commission are keen to discuss the modalities for the 
DNA test. We may, therefore, request EAM to indicate a suitable 
time, some time in mid-June, for a call on him by the Chairman of 
the Commission. 





(L.D. Ralte) 
Director(CNV) 
1 June 2004 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
[ CNV Division ] 




Placed below is Record of Discussions on the call on EAM by 
Hon’ble Justice M.K. Mukherjee (Retired Judge of Supreme Court 
of India), Chairman, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry at 
1630 hrs on 25 June 2004. 

2. JS(EA) has sent instructions to our Mission in Tokyo not to 
send a representative at the 18 August annual function at Renkoji 
Temple. 


.'V* 



,\&>y 



3. Message has also been issued to E/I Moscow to organize 
Justice Mukherjee ’s visit there in July or September. Details are 
being obtained from the Commission with regard to the documents 
that are required to be perused in the US. 


4. For approval please. 



Ralte) 
Director (CNV) 
28 June 2004 
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Con itial 



Ministry of External Affairs 
[ CNV Division ] 


Reference JS(EA)’s comment on FR on the subject of the wish of 
Mrs. Anita Pfaff, daughter of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, for closure of 
the question relating to her father’s death /disappearance. 

2. We would fully appreciate the wish of the daughter for a closure 
on the matter. However, the issue is no longer a private matter as 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is a public figure of national importance. 

3. As JS(EA) is aware, the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
(JMCI) has indicated their willingness to conduct DNA tests on the 
mortal remains at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. The DNA tests could 
prove to be the way to closure or alternatively, it could also fuel the 
controversy further. 

4. Acceptance by the family members, as indicated by Ambassador, 
of the ashes at the temple as they are without testing would perhaps be 
the best option. 

5. JS(EA) is aware that EAM has already deposed before the JMCI 
clearly stating that he believes that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is no 
more. Information from Ambassador that present RM is also of this 
view could perhaps help lead to a political decision for a closure on the 
matter as suggested by Mrs. Pfaff, who should really have the greatest 
say in spite of my observation at para 2 above. 



(L.D. Ralte) 


Director (CNV) 
26 August 2004 
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Ashok K. Kantha 
Joint Secretary(EA) 

Tel: 23012038 Fax: 23792124 
E-mail: jsea@mea.gov.in 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


i 


N0.25/4/NGO-XI 


September 25, 2004 


Kindly refer to your letter No. TOK/1 02/2/03 dated September 8, 
2004 regarding Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 

2. I am enclosing a copy of my letter dated September 4, 2004 
addressed to Ambassador of India, Berlin, which was inadvertently not 
endorsed to your Mission earlier. This letter covers the points raised in 
your letter. 


Shri Biren Nanda, 
Deputy Chief of Mission, 
Embassy of India, 

Tokyo. 


Ends: A/a 


Yours sincerely, 







ClrtHcI 



Ashok K. Kantha 
Joint Secretary(EA) 

Tel: 23012038 Fax: 23792124 
E-mail: jsea@mea.nic.in 




no.25/4/ngo-xi 



September 4, 2004 


I write with reference to your letters dated July 8, 2004 and August 11, 2004 
regarding your conversations with Mrs. Anita Pfaff, daughter of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 

2. We do appreciate the wishes of Mrs. Pfaff that the matter of her father's 
death/disappearance be brought to a closure as soon as possible. However, as you 
are aware, this issue is contentious in nature and has been the subject matter of 
enquiry by three separate Commissions, the latest being the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Enquiry (JMCI) which was set up by the Government of India in 
December 1999. The JMCI has been tasked to enquire into the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in 
1945 and the subsequent developments connected therewith - including whether 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is dead or alive; if he is dead, whether he died in the 
plane crash in Taipei, as alleged; and whether the ashes in the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo are indeed his mortal remains. 

3. The issue of the return of the mortal remains lying in the Renkoji Temple to 
India is thus linked to the outcome of the enquiry being conducted by the JMCI. 
Earlier this year, Rev. Mochizuki, Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple, informed our 
Ambassador in Tokyo that even though he had some reservations from the spiritual 
angle, he would not object to a DNA test being conducted on the mortal remains in 
his custody. If the DNA test confirms the remains to be those of Netaji, he would be 
willing to hand over the casket containing the ashes but would like to keep a portion 
of the ashes in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. This offer was communicated to the 
JMIC, which has decided to conduct the DNA test of the mortal remains. We do not 
know at present how soon the DNA test would be undertaken, though EAM has 
recently assured Justice Mukherjee of our full cooperation in the matter. 

4. I am sharing the above for your information only. At this stage, we can only 
advise Mrs. Anita Pfaff that the JMIC is seized with the matter and that the 
Government is awaiting the findings of the Commission. 


Yours sincerely, 



(Ashok K. Kantha) 


Shri T.C.A. Rangachari 
Ambassador of India, 
Berlin. 
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2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 


Embassy of India, 


Biren Nanda, 


Phone : 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 


Deputy Chief of Mission 

0 ) 81 - 3 - 3262-1036 


E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 


No.ToK/102/2/03 


September 8,04 


My dear Ashok, 

This has reference to Ambassador Rangachari's two self-explanatory 
letters dated 8 th July and 11 * h August, 2004[copies enclosed]addressed to you. 

2. Your attention is invited in this connection to Ambassador Tripathi's letter 
of even number dated 9 th April, 2004[copy enclosed]addressed to former Foreign 
Secretary Shashank summarizing recent developments relating to the Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry and recommending a course of action that would, in our 
view, conclusively bring to an end the controversy about the ashes in the custody 
of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

3. Kindly let us know if the Ministry has since taken a view on our 
recommendation contained in Ambassador's Tripathi's letter mentioned above. 



Kind regards, 


[Biren Nanda] 


Shri Ashok K.Kantha, 

Joint Secretary[EA], 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, NEW DELHI 

Copy for information to: 

1. Shri L.D.Ralte, Director [CNV], MEA, New Delhi 

2. Shri T.C.A.Rangachari, Ambassador of India, Berlin. 



Sd/- 

[Biren Nanda] 




AMBASSADOR OF INDIA 

TIERGARTENSTRASSE 17 
10785 BERLIN 

TEL.: (030) 2579 8213 / 2300 5892 




E-Mail: j^ssy.de 



My dear Joint Secretary, 

Ms. Anita Pfaff, daughter of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, has informed 
me that she will be traveling to Japan on the occasion of her father’s death 
anniversary in mid-Augu st and wanted to know whether any decision had been 
taken in regard to the return of her father’s ashes from the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo to India. She enquired also whether the Commission that had been 
appointed by the previous Government had completed its work and whether the 
new Government would be willing to bring this historic chapter to closure. 

2. I would be grateful if you could let me know Government’s thinking in 
the matter. 


Yours sincerely, 


( T.C.A. Rangachari ) 


Shri Ashok K. Kantha, 

Joint Secretary (EA) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 

Copy to: Shri M.L. Tripathi, Ambassador of India, E/I, Tokyo. Ms. Anita Pfaff 
said that she would like to call o you when she is in Tokyo. This is likely to be 
on or around 18 th August 2004. 
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AMBASSADOR OF INDIA 



TIERGARTENSTRASSf. 17 
10785 BERLIN 


TEL.-. (030) 257 ? 3213 2 300 5892 

RAX'; (030? 230!) 


F. -Mail: ambassadorflfindianrriljiissv.fls 


Confidential 


No.Berl/Pol/1 01/3/04 


11* August 2004 


My dear Joint Secretary, 

This is in continuation of my letter of even number dated 8th July 2004. 

2. Mrs. Anita Pfaff, daughter of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, called to say that 
she was unable to make the trip to Japan due to some organizational problems. She 
then asked me about Gol’s thinking on bringing closure to the Netaji matter. Her 
family , and she hers e lf, did not believ e t hat Netaji w as still alive. Such leads, as had 
become available during the last ten years or so, had brought forth no new evidence 
that he was alive. She recalled her meeting with the then EAM, Shri Pranab 
Mukheijee (now RM), in 1995 during his visit to Germany, and felt he shared this 
view. She was aware of the position of the Forward Bloc and some others; also that 
Gol had set up another Commission to review the evidence. She wondered whether 
the Commission had any worthwhile new information and when it would complete its 
work. She said that next year, the 60th anniversary of the end of W ar, might be a 
good occasion to bring t his chapter to a close. Associates ofNetaji were disappearing 
fast; those*wfio" stiff remain are very old. It is their wish, too, that this matter be laid to 
rest. One way of doing so could be b y bringing b ack the ashes from the Renkoji_ 
TempleThTol^yoToTndTa'wiSi a ppropria te sole mnity and h o nours. 

3 . I would be grateful if you could let me know what response Government would 
wish to give to Mrs. Anita Pfaff. 


Yours sincerely, 




Shri Ashok K. Kantha, 

Joint Secretary (EA) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


(T.C.A.I 



Copy to: 

(i) Ms. Bhaswati Mukherjee, Joint Secretary (Europe-I), MEA, New Delhi. 

(ii) Shri M.L. Tripathi, Ambassador of India, E/I, Tokyo, 



AMBASSADOR 

No.Tok/102/02/03 



Embassy of India 
2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 

Phone : (03) 3265-5036 
Fax : (03) 3262-2301 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 

9 Th April, 2004 


Rev.Mochizuki, the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, where 
remains said to be of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are kept, called on me today at 
his request. 

2. Mochizuki recalled the visit of the Justice Mukherjee Commission and 
enquires made by it in Tokyo in September 2002. He said his understanding was 
that two previous Commissions of Enquiry had conclusively determined that the 
remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo were indeed those of Netaji Subash 
Chandra Bose. Even so, he had welcomed and co-operated with the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission in its deliberations at the Renkoji Temple and in Tokyo. He 
had done so in the hope that a final determination would be made that the remains 
were those of Netaji so that the casket containing them could be returned to 
India. 


3. Mochizuki said that the members of the Bose Academy [comprising former 
associates of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose in Japan] had unfortunately created a 
misunderstanding. This had prevented the proposed DNA test which would have 
facilitated a final conclusion. He also said he had come to meet me without 
informing the members of the Bose Academy* and requested that his conversation 
with me be kept confidential. 


4. Mochizuki made the following submissions with regard to the matter under 
discussion: 

[i] Even though he had some reservations from a spiritual angle, he 
would have no objection to a DNA test being conducted on the mortal 
remains in his custody. 


* Mochizuki's assertion that he came to meet me without the knowledge of the Bose Academy is somewhat 
strange because his visit was fixed through a phone call from a member of the Academy, Mr.Okuda, who was 
an Intelligence Officer attached to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Prior to the meeting, Okuda conveyed to 
OCM that Mochizuki would suggest that India should formally propose a DNA test on the contents of the 
casket. Mochizuki's strange misrepresentation in the matter appears to be part of a pattern of behaviour on 
his part which was evidenced again in the meeting. 


[ii] Government of India should make a formal request for 
conducting such a DNA test. 

[iii] After the DNA test has been conducted and the remains are 
confirmed to be those of Netaji, he would hand over to India the 
casket containing the ashes but he should be allowed to keep a portion 
of the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

5. I feel that Rev.Mochizuki's proposal should receive serious consideration. 

6. I should mention that Rev.Mochizuki has been less than straightforward in 
his dealings with the Embassy. Me claims that the Bose Academy was responsible 
for the misunderstanding that halted the proceedings of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission and the DNA test. In a letter dated January 23, 2003 addressed to 
the then Ambassador Aftab Seth, Smt. Krishna Bose, MP had, however, stated: 
"...my son Sugata Bose, Gardiner Professor of History at Harvard 
University....visited the Renkoji Temple on 15 th January, 2003; he found that the 
Priest Rev.Mochizuki was deeply disturbed by the way the officials of the Embassy 
had ordered him to open the casket containing Netaji’s mortal remains without any 
proper explanation as to the purpose it may serve". 

7. . As pointed out to the Ministry in earlier communications, nothing could be 
farther from the truth. Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee had desired to open the casket 
when he conducted a hearing of the Commission at the Renkoji Temple in 
September 2003. This could not be done and he had conveyed clearly to 
Rev.Mochizuki that he would be requesting Embassy officials to do the needful 
after the departure of the Commission from Tokyo. Rev.Mochizuki co-operated 
fully with the two officials when they inspected and photographed the remains in 
the casket. His subsequent objection was, therefore, somewhat surprising and 
appears to be an after thought. 

8. As the Ministry is aware, Rev.Mochizuki is the recipient of a substantial 
annual largesse of Yen 1 million from us for looking after the remains in the casket 
in Renkoji Temple. His somewhat odd behaviour and his repeated 
misrepresentations on small as well as crucial matters seem to flow from the fact 
that he has a vested interest in the matter prolonging itself. The new request 
made by Rev.Mochizuki for retaining a portion of the remains in Tokyo before 
sending the casket to India would seem to support this conclusion. 

9. In view of what Rev.Mochizuki has conveyed to me, I would recommend the 
following alternative courses of action: 



[i] That we issue a formal letter to Rev.Mochizuki suggesting a 


DNA test to bring the matter to its logical conclusion. [If the remains 
are confirmed to be those of Netaji, we would have to address the 
request of Rev.Mochizuki to keep a portion of the remains before the 
casket is taken to India]. 

[ii] That we request Rev.Mochizuki to hand over the casket to us 
immediately; it can be kept in the custody of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission in Kolkata while a DNA test is conducted on a sample of 
the remains. 

10. In view of the national importance of the issue, its relation to a judicial 
commission, and the sensitivities involved, I will be grateful for your advice on how 
we should respond to the points made by Rev. Mochizuki and proceed further in 
the matter. Kindly also let me know your reaction to the two alternative proposals 
mentioned in para 9 above in consultation with all concerned, including perhaps 
such surviving members of the Bose clan as considered appropriate. 



Yours sincerely, 



[Mani Tripat hi] 


Shri Shashank, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, NEW DELHI 

Copy to: 

1. Shri Ashok K.Kantha, Joint Secretary[EA], Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi. 

2. Smt.Ruchi Ghanashyam, Joint Secretary[CNV], Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi. 



Sd/- 

[Mani Tripathi] 
Ambassador 



E-mail: jsea@mea.nic. in 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


No.25/4/NGO-X! 


September 4, 2004 


i write with reference to your letters dated July 8, 2004 and August 11, 2004 
regarding your conversations with Mrs. Anita Pfaff, daughter of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 

2. We do appreciate the wishes of Mrs. Pfaff that the matter of her father’s 
death/disappearance be brought to a closure as soon as possible. However, as you 
are aware, this issue is contentious in nature and has been the subject matter of 
enquiry by three separate Commissions, the latest being the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Enquiry (JMCI) which was set up by the Government of India in 
December 1999. The JMCI has been tasked to enquire into the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in 
1945 and the subsequent developments connected therewith - including whether 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is dead or alive; if he is dead, whether he died in the 
plane crash in Taipei, as alleged; and whether the ashes in the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo are indeed his mortal remains. 

3. The issue of the return of the mortal remains lying in the Renkoji Temple to 
India is thus linked to the outcome of the enquiry being conducted by the JMCI. 
Earlier this year, Rev. Mochizuki, Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple, informed our 
Ambassador in Tokyo that even though he had some reservations from the spiritual 
angle, he would not object to a DNA test being conducted on the mortal remains in 
his custody. If the DNA test confirms the remains to be those of Netaji, he would be 
willing to hand over the casket containing the ashes but would like to keep a portion 
of the ashes in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. This offer was communicated to the 
JMIC, which has decided to conduct the DNA test of the mortal remains. We do not 
know at present how soon the DNA test would be undertaken, though EAM has 
recently assured Justice Mukherjee of our full cooperation in the matter. 

4. I am sharing the above for your information only. At this stage, we can only 
advise Mrs. Anita Pfaff that the JMIC is seized with the matter and that the 
Government is awaiting the findings of the Commission. 


Yours sincerely, 




(Ashok K. Kantha) 




Shri T.C.A. Rangachari, 
Ambassador of India, 
Berlin. 
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AMBASSADOR OF INDIA 



TIERCARTENSTRA5SE 17 
10785 BERLIN 

TEL.: (030) 2579 8213 / 2300 5892 
FAX: (030) 2300 5895 
E-Mail: ambassador@indianembassy.de 



|M I 
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My dear Joint Secretary, 

Ms. Anita Pfaff, daughter of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, has informed 
me that she will be traveling to Japan on the occasion of her father’s death 
anniversary in mid- August and wanted to know whether any decision had been 
taken in regard to the return of her father’s ashes from the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo to India. She enquired also whether the Commission that had been 
appointed by the previous Government had completed its work and whether the 
new Government would be willing to bring this historic chapter to closure. 

2. I would be grateful if you could let me know Government’s thinking in 
the matter. 


Yours sincerely, 



( T.C.A. Rangai 


Shri Ashok K. Kantha, 

Joint Secretary (EA) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 

Copy to: Shri M L. Tripathi, Ambassador of India, E/I, Tokyo. Ms. Anita Pfaff 
said that she would like to call o you when she is in Tokyo. This is likely to be 
on or around 18 th August 2004. 





( T.C.A. Rangachari ) 
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No.Berl/Pol/1 01/3/04 


AMBASSADOR OF INDIA 

TIERGARTENSTRASSE 17 / 

10785 BERLIN 

TEL.: (030) 2579 8213 / 2300 5892 
FAX: (030) 2300 5895 
E-Mail: ambassador@indianembassy.de 


Conf^^^d 


1 1 th August 2004 




My dear Joint Secretary, *yyvO ^ I ^ 

This is in continuation of my letter of even number dated 8th July 2004. 


2. Mrs. Anita Pfaff, daughter of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, called to say that 
she was unable to make the trip to Japan due to some organizational problems. She 
then asked me about Gol’s thinking on bringing closure to the Netaji matter. Her 
family, and she herself, did not believe that Netaji was still alive. Such leads, as had 
become available during the last ten years or so, had brought forth no new evidence 
that he was alive. She recalled her meeting with the then EAM, Shri Pranab 
Mukherjee (now RM), in 1 995 during his visit to Germany, and felt he shared this 
view. She was aware of the position of the Forward Bloc and some others; also that 
Gol had set up another Commission to review the evidence. She wondered whether 
the Commission had any worthwhile new information and when it would complete its 
work. She said that next year, the 60th anniversary of the end of War, might be a 
good occasion to bring this chapter to a close. Associates of Netaji were disappearing 
fast; those who still remain are very old. It is their wish, too, that this matter be laid to 
rest. One way of doing so could be by bringing back the ashes from the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo to India with appropriate solemnity and honours. 


3 . I would be grateful if you could let me know what response Government would 
wish to give to Mrs. Anita Pfaff. 


Shri Ashok K. Kantha, 

Joint Secretary (EA) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 



Copy to: 

(i) Ms. Bhaswati Mukherjee, Joint Secretary (Europe-I), MEA, New Delhi. 

(ii) Shri M L. Tripathi, Ambassador of India, E/I, Tokyo. 




V'ricpw} 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
NCB-II Section 


* 


Please refer to this Ministry U.O of even No. dated 1.4.04 enclosing 
therewith a copy of JMCI d.o.letter No.JMCI/DOC(For)/99-2000/56(V)/518 
Dated 25.3.04 reg. obtaining of a copy of the diary of Lord Mountbatten. 


It is requested that an Action Taken Report in the matter may kindly be 
expedited to Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry under intimation to this 
Ministry. 



Ministry of External Affairs, South Block, New Delhi 
(Ms.Ruchi Ghanshyam, JS(CNV) 



(M.S. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 


MHA U.O No.I/12014/1/2004-NCB-II dated 29.6.04 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
[ CNV Division ] 


Call on EAM by Hon’ble Justice M.K. Mukherjee (Retired Judge 
of Supreme Court of India), Chairman, Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry at 1630 hrs on 25 June 2004. 


EAM welcomed Justice Mukherjee and recalled that he had deposed 
for the Commission a few years back. He assured Justice Mukherjee that 
the Commission would receive his personal and MEA’s full support in 
their endeavours including with regard to the DNA testing of the mortal 
remains of Netaji believed to be kept at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

2. Justice Mukherjee thanked EAM for his time. He expressed his 
gratitude at the support given by MEA both in India and at the Indian 
Missions abroad. He said that presently there were two important issues 
that were being dealt with by the Commission. One was examination of 
some Russians who had written articles on Netaji who was in contact with 
Dr. (Mrs) Purabi Roy and some others. He handed over the list of these 
Russians and requested that MEA facilitate examination of these 
witnesses. One Professor Rybakov from the Institute of Oriental Studies 
had conveyed his willingness to organize a meeting of Russian scholars 
engaged in the study of Netaji with the Commission. If possible, he 
wanted to visit Moscow within the month of July. If this was not possible, 
he would be able to go after 23 August, 2004. 

3. The other was the issue of the alleged “mortal remains” of Netaji 
which were at the Renkoji Temple in Japan. He said that the DNA 
laboratories at Kolkata and Hyderabad had now acquired capacity to do 
the necessary tests. The Commission had obtained DNA samples of two 
family members on either side of the lineage which could be used for 
comparison. The Commission had also identified a Japanese expert who 
was willing to support the Commission and they were presently in 
correspondence. The photos taken by representative from the Indian 
Embassy in Tokyo of the mortal remains showed that there was a large 
portion of the jaw bone and some teeth. This would allow morphological 
testing which would indicate whether or not the remains were that of a 
male or a female and also as to the age of the remains. 

4. EAM said that our Embassy in Moscow would be instructed 
immediately to study the possibility of organizing the meeting of the 
scholars on Netaji at the time indicated by the Hon’ble Chairman. With 
regard to DNA testing, he said that the Commission was welcome to do 
the testing anywhere depending on their convenience. MEA would 
continue to give its full support. 


- 2 - 


5. Justice Mukherjee said that there was one other matter regarding 

the alleged mortal remains at Renkoji Temple. 18 August is celebrated as 
an annual function to commemorate/ Netaji, and several prominent people 
including the relatives of Netaji were planning to attend the function this 
year. However, in view of the delicate nature of the issue, he would 
request that there be no representative from the Indian Mission in Tokyo 
at the function. £ AM SaAL 4w M,w*4v wV-U ^ 

6. Justice Mukherjee added that the Americans have offered to show 
to the Commission some documents. He requested EAM to depute 
someone from our Mission in Washington to look at these documents 
being offered by the Americans. As he did not have the details in Delhi, 
he would ask the Member Secretary of the Commission to forward the 
same. 


to j /VwW T_ 


7. EAM said that the last two items would not be difficult and he 
would have messages sent immediately to our Missions. He added that a 
veiy graphic account of Netaji’s death had been published by some writers 
but at the same time some others have also shown him to be appearing at 
Nehru’s death. He also recalled that Netaji was the one who coined the 
phrase “Father of the Nation”. 


8. The meeting ended with pleasantries. 

9. While Justice Mukherjee came alone, EAM was s upp e rlld - by 
S/Shri Ashok Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA), L.D. Ralte, Director (CNV) and 
R. Venu, Director (EAMO). 



New Delhi, 28 June 2004 


.FROM : JMCI 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 

ttJX-ni 


JUN. 30 2004 03:33PM PI 
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Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Srcrctarv 

in l he Government ol West Bengal, .Judicial Department) 

Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission ni' Inquiry 

For inquiry min the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt ot' 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

‘B’ Block (3" 1 floor), 11/A Mirra Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 

D 0 No JMC1/EO/2002-03/83(IIl)/43 


fS (133-2252-2835. 2765/68 
Fax 033-2252-2765 
c-inail 

]nicinscb / rv';Cal3 vsnl net in 


June 28, 2004 




Dear Cs , 

Apropos the discussion of the Hon’ble Chairman of the Commission had with the 
Hon’blc Minister of External Affairs in New Delhi on 25.6.04 in course of which you, Shri Asoke 
Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA) & Shri R Venu, Director (EAMO) were present, 1 am directed to 
request you to kindly take necessary action to resolve the following pending issues to enable the 
Commission to complete us inquiry without any avoidable delay:- 

1) Visit of t he Commission to Russia for examination of witnesses and documents 
in different archives of Russian Federation. The witnesses whose names and 
addresses are available to this Commission are as follows 

1 . Mr E N Komorov 

Sr Research Professor 
Institute of Oriental Studies 
Academy of Sciences, Moscow 

2 Mr A Kolesnikov 

A former Major of the Warsaw Pact 

3 Mr A V Raikov 

Professor 

Lipetsk State Teachers’ Training University 
Russia 

4 Mr U L Kuznets 

Finance Academy 
Lenin Gradskn, Schosse House 49 
Room No 392 

5 Mr A V. Turadzeve 

Asst Editor 
Asia and Africa Today 
Institute of Oriental Studies 
Academy of Sciences, Moscow 


JUN. 30 2004 03:34PM P2 
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The archives m winch relevant documents are, according to some of 
the deponents before the Commission and also documents in the possession of 
the Commission, likely to be available, are as follows - 



2 ) 


3) 


a The archives of the FSB, previously known as KGB, 
b Other official archives in Moscow, Paddolsk, Omsk and Irkuktsk 


PNA test of rhe alleged ashes of Ne tan S ubhas Chandra Bose kept in Renkou Jy 

Ttwte 

In this connection, your d o. letter no 25/4/NGO-XI dated 31 5 04 and 
my d o letter no JMCI/EO/2000-2003/83(iii)/86 dated 17.6 04 in reply thereto 
may kindly be referred to It may be intimated whether the Chief Priest of the 
Rcnkoji Temple has been formally requested to make available the alleged 
ashes to the experts who may be appointed by the Commission for DNA test of 
the same The Commission may also be informed whether any reply to such 
request, if made, has been received. 


Propos ed visi t to Taiwan 



I would request you to kindly refer to my d o letter JMCI/Taiwan/2003- 
2004/89/83 dated 1 5,6.04 on the subject In that letter you had been requested to 
kindly obtain information on the following points from the lndia-Taipei 
Association and transmit the same to the Commission for taking further 
necessary action: 

a Hotel charges for an appropriate suite for the Hon’ble Chairman of the 
Commission and an appropriate room for the Secretary of the Commission 
for three days in Taiwan, 

b Transport charges in Taiwan, 

« 

c Fees of an Interpreter for interpretation from Chinese to English and vice 
versa 

The Commission needs the above information in order to furnish the 
Ministry of Home Affairs with the probable expenses of the Commission in 
Taiwan. U has been given to understand that the Commission will have to carry 
adequate fund to meet all expenditure in Taiwan. The Commission intends to 
visit Taiwan sometime in September 2004 As soon as the reply from you to 
our query regarding the probable expenses in Taiwan will be received, a 
detailed programme of the visit will be drawn up and sent to your Ministry and 
Ministry of Home Affairs. 


4) To engage some suitable willing Indian scholars or students of Post Graduate 

class preferably of Law/History/Political Science/Economics etc to do the job of 
archival research at various American Repositories of relevant historical 
documents on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

The aforesaid matter has been pending since long. In this connection I would 
request you to kindly refer to the second para of the d o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-IX 
dated April 22, 2003 of Sri Vijay Gokhale, the then Joint Secretary (CNV) and its 
enclosure namely the letter dated March 13, 2003 from James J. Hastings, 
Director, Textual Archives Services Division, National Archives and Reocrds 
Administration, USA addressed to Sri S.K Behora, Counsellor, Embassy of 
India (Chancery), Washington (copies enclosed). 


. fr&m ; jrici 
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Subsequently, m reply to a letter dated 17 06 03 of Sn Jayant Prasad, the 
then Joint St’.crcmty, Ministry of External Affairs, Mr Albert Thibauh, Deputy 
Chief of Mission of Embassy m U S A , suggested that as a practical matter the 
Commission select an liidiaa scholar or Post Graduate student working in the 
L) S A 10 perform research work at various American repositories of historical 
documents relevant to Netaji A copy of this letter dated June 23 t 2003 of Mr 
Thibaulr was received along with the d o no 25/4/NGO-Vol IX(I) dated July 
|\ 2003 (copies enclosed) After that, the Commission in its letter no 
OverseasAVitnesses/2002-2003/70(Vol II)/ 188 dated 5 8.03 requested Sn Vijay 
Gokhale, the then Joint Secretary (CNV), to send particulars of some suitable 
willing Indian scholars or students of Post Graduate class preferably on 
Law/History/Political Science/Economics etc mdicating/suggestuig the rate of 
remuneration, if any, acceptable to them unless they would agree to do the job of 
archival research at vanous American repositories of historical documents 
relevant to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose free of remuneration for academic 
interest or for their love and respect for Netaji 


1 am directed to request you to kindly request the Govt of Russian Federation to give 
access to the Commission to the archival documents in the archives already mentioned and make 
the documents and records relevant to the point of inquiry available to the Commission. 


An early reply will be highly appreciated 


Enclo As above 


Yours f 



(P K. Scngupta) 
Secretary 


Sn L D Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 110 001 

D O No. JMCI/EO/2002-03/$3(UI)/93/l June 28, 2004 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(CNV DIVISION) 

NEW DELHI 


FACSIMILE MESSAGE 


June 29, 2004 


FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 


TO : INDIA-TAIPEI ASSOCIATION, TAIPEI 
[ FAX : 886-2-2757-6117] 

FOR SHRI VIJAY GOKHALE, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FROM 

L.D.RALTE, DIRECTOR (CNV) 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAX NO. TAI/ POL/ 1/2004 



y 



+ictj^g vTcni 


L. D. Ralte 
Director (CNV) 



/ 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI 



June 29, 2004 


Please refer to your letter No. JMCI/DOC/(For)/99- 
2000/56(V)/518 dated March 25, 2004 forwarded to us by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs, requesting for obtaining a copy of a ‘Diary’ that is said 
to have belonged to Lord Mountbatten- the last Viceroy of India. 


2. We had taken up the matter in April 2004 with our High 
Commission in London. We have again requested the Mission to expedite 
the matter. We shall revert to you, as soon as a response is received in 
the matter. 

Yours sipcerely, 




Ralte) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 / A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 






C o*' Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Sudhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

I I/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


Fax : 0091 - 033 - 252-2765 


rhonc: 

Chairman — 252-2035 

Sf< re Uiry - 252 - 2/07 

Officer on 

Specljl Duly - 252-2705 
Office - 252 - 2703/00 

e-mail : j mei nsc fw/V: 1 1.3 a % n I b i m . i n 



No JMCI/Doc(For) /9 9-2000/56 (V) /76. Kolkata, dated, 10th June' 04. 

V 

From : Shri M. Roy, X AS (Retd,), 

Officer on Special Duty 


To : Shri U.K, Kalra, ■ 
Director » 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
(N.C.B - II Section) , 
North Block, 
jig.. Delhi ■** 110001* 




Sir, 

I am directed to refer to the Commission’s 
registered D.O. letter No. JMCl/Doc(For ) /99-2000/56( V) /518 
dated 25.3.2004 and the MHA' s U.O. No. l/12014/1/2004-NCB-II, 
dated 1.4.2004, forwarding a copy of the aforesaid letter 
of the Commission to the Ministry of External Affairs , 
with the request to look into the matter as also to make 
effort to obtain a copy of the diary of Lord Mountbatten 
from the Indian High Commission in London for onward 
transmission thereof to the Commission as expeditiously 


K (W u ' / ^~ 0 t 


as possible and to say that response thereto is yet be 
received from the Ministry of External Affairs , Government 
of India, 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to kindly 
the needful at the earliest. 



K- 




Yours faithfully, 

<.*V 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 

* JMCl/Doc( For) /99-2000/56(V) /76(1) . Dated 10th June’ 04 

Copy forwarded for favour of kind information and 
necessary to : ^ 

Ms. Ruchi Gh an shy am. Joint Secretary (CNV) .Ministry 
of External Affairs, Govt, of India, South Block, New Delhi- 
110001. She is requested to kindly expedite necessary 
action in the matter. 

{ M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


L. D. Ralte 
Director (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI 


Dear 



June 29, 2004 


Please refer to my predecessor’s letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI, dated 
April 5, 2004 requesting for obtaining a copy of a ‘Diary’ that is said to 
have belonged to Lord Mountbatten- the last Viceroy of India. This ‘Diary’ 
apparently has been referred to, in depositions before the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) that is inquiring into the facts 
and circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

2. I would grateful if you could expedite the matter and arrange to 
forward a copy of the said ‘Diary’ to us for onward transmission to the 
Commission. 



Yours sincerely, 



(L.D. Ralte) 


Shri Satyabrata Pal, 

Acting High Commissioner, 
High Commission of India, 
London 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Most Immediate / FAX 


L.D. Ralte 
Director(CNV) 


No.25/4/NGO-XI 


28 June 2004 




During his call on EAM, Hon'ble Justice Mukherjee mentioned that 
there was an offer from some American organisations to give access to the 
documents with them to JMCI representative. 

2. Justice Mukherjee had requested EAM to depute someone from our 
Mission in Washington. We shall be grateful if you could kindly give us 
details of the institute so that we can instruct our Mission accordingly. 
You may also kindly give us the kind of information that our officer 
should look for in th“ 



Shri Pradyot Kumar Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
B Block, 3 rd Floor, 

11 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata. 

Fax: 033-22522765 


THE TIMES OF INDIA ' 

History puzzle: Experts spot writing match . . ^ P 


TIMES NEWS NETWORK I THURSDAY JUNE 24 2004 01 48:34 AM 1 

KOLKATA: Two handwriting experts have 
found similarity between the handwriting of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and samples of 
writing collected from the house of Faizabad’s 
Gumnami Baba. 

The findings were disclosed by Justice Manoj K 
Mukherjee, chairman of the Mukheijee 
Commission probing into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, at 
the commission’s hearing held on Wednesday. 

The commission had sent both the handwriting 
samples to three experts — B Lai (associated with 
the St. Kitts forgery case) and NK Nag (director, 
state forensic science laboratory) Kolkata and 
Amar Singh. 

Interestingly, both Lai and Nag accepted that 
some of the samples did match. Lai, a well known 
handwriting expert in an extensive report 
submitted to the commission has stated "there 
were basic similarities in the handwritings of 
Netaji and Gumnami Baba. Despite the time gap 
there are fundamental similarities between the two 
hand-writings in English. There are characteristic 
similarities. There is no evidence of any disguise 
or imitation. In the Bengali specimen, there were 
fundamental differences as well as dissimilarity in 
size and spacing, but some of them were written 
by the same person," Lai observed. 

NK Nag’s report too has similar findings. The 
expert found similarities between some of the 
Bengali samples received from Gumnami Baba’s 
house with those of Netaji. Singh has, however, 
stated that the handwritings did not match as there 
are "distinct individual features". Justice 
Mukherjee, however, refused to comment on 
whether the findings could be conclusive. On the 
DNA tests, Justice Mukheijee said that the 


Hyderabad-based laboratory could not form any 
opinion because of insufficient data. 

For the test, tooth extract and blood samples 
were collected from the descendants of Netaji, 
including former police chief Nirupam Som, 
Forward Bloc MP Subrata Bose and others in 
the Bose family. Central Forensic Science 
Laboratory report states that the teeth does not 
belong to the same person. It found "no links 
with the maternal or paternal lineage of Netaji 
with the tooth extract found in Gumnami Baba’s 
room’. 

A Hyderabad-based laboratory reserved its 
opinion citing "insufficient material for 
conducting tests.’ Sources said that the 
Hyderabad based laboratory had opted for 
nuclear DNA test which alone could give 
conclusive evidence. 

The mitochondria] DNA test (performed at 
CFSL) could only hint at possibilities. 
Arrangements are also being made to conduct 
morphological test on the ashes kept at Japan’s 
Renkoji temple. Rev. Mochizuki, the head priest 
of the temple has already given his consent on 
the matter. The commission is taking the help of 
a Japanese expert to conduct the test. Justice 
Mukheijee will be meeting the union home 
minister Shivraj Patil and external affairs 
minister K Natwar Singh regarding some 
"pending issues". 

This includes release of documents related to an 
earlier attempt to obtain the ashes from the 
Renkoji temple during PV Narsimha Rao’s 
regime, statement made by former prime 
minister Moraji Desai on the findings made by 
the Shahnawaz Commission and Khosla 
Commission. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 



From : Ashok K. Kantha, Joint Secretary (EA) 

To : Shri M.L. Tripathi, Ambassador of India, Tokyo 


Date : June 25, 2004 Page (si : One 

During a call on EAM earlier today, Hon’ble Justice M.K. 
Mukherjee, Chairman of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose referred to a report appearing in The Times of India’ (Kolkata 
Edition, June 22, 2004), regarding the “death anniversary" of Netaji 
being organized by the Indo-Japan Friendship Association in front 
of the Renkoji Temple, Tokyo on or around August 18, 2004. He 
requested that the officials of Indian Embassy should not attend the 
function since the disappearance of Netaji was still being probed. 

2. EAM has directed that there should not be any participation 
or involvement of the Mission or its officials in the above-mentioned 
event. 

3. We would also be grateful for a feed-back regarding the 
proposed activity. 

Regards, 

(Ashok K. Kantha) 
Joint Secretary (EA) 

Confirmation copy by bag: along with a photocopy of the news 
report referred to above (copy is not very legible and hence is not 
being faxed). f 
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t rady to nnnpile its reports, 
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ji’s - ih’ ith anniversary in a 
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inan citizens, former MI 1 Kr- 
ishna Hose and some o titers 
from K eta ji’s family aiv 
among the invitees. ‘"They 
observe this day every year, 
and tins time Lhey have Lmi- 
mated me about it." said 
Hose, not revealing whether 
she will attend the ceremony 
I Forward Bloc state secre- 
tary Ashok Ghosh feels the 
celebration is an effort at 
downplaying the inquiry 
“It s a shame on our country 
Mow can an Indian citizen ac- 
re})! such an invite when an 
inquiry is on? We will raise 
the issue in the Parliament 
We have faith In the commis- 
sion and believe that the find- 
ings will help unmask the 
traitors." Ghosh said. 

Justice Mukherjcc Com- 
mission has already received 
some intriguing leads on No 
l a i is d i sa p pertain ce that 
calls for an in depth probe de- 



spite the findings of the two 
proceeding commissions — r 
the Shah Nawaz Committee 
and the KhosLa Commission. . 

For instance, professor A 
Raikov in an essay tided Se- 
cret of Subhns Cliandra 
Bose’s death published in the 
Asia and Africa Today jour- 
nal (na8. 1933) mentions that 
"two special groups under 
the officers of Intelligence 


Service, namely Finn and 
Davis, were se! up to investi- 
gate and make a detailed sur- 
vey of the a 1 ” crash. These 
two groups consisted of both 
British and Indian officers. 
The Davis group surveyed 
.Saigon from where the flight 
took, off with Bose for Tai- 
wan. The Finn Group on the 
other' ' hand. surveyed 
■Bangkok. The retorts were 
never made public.*' 

Also. Pu rabi Roy. visiting 
profcssor.St. Petersburg Uni- 
versity, after interviewing 
E-N- Komorov; senior re- 
search professor of the Acad- 
emy of Sciences. Moscow, 
who was then doing a re- 
search on Nctajl's stay In the 
USSR, said, "He ( Komorov 1 
clearly stated that Netajl was 
there and died there too. lie 
aJso told me that the archives 
of the KGB could provide the 
answer, "said Roy: 
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The Times of India. KM 
Tuesday. Jun*? ! 

Stale refus’ 
to stall vvos 
on block 
litigation B 

Times Nrws Nciwohk 

Kuikata: Unfa/ed by 
cense work call by the 
Bengal Bar Cmiricll. the 
eminent Is going ahead 
the drafting of the Block 
el Pro I legation Conelll. 
Board Bill. 2tx>l for m*I 
disputes and family feu 
the grassroots. State law 
lster Nlsltli Adhlknr; 
Monday hinted thn! tin 
would be placed In tin.* 
Ing Assembly session l 
nlng June 30. 

Tho CRM led Demt*. 
lawyers* Association h 
elded to oppose the ngl' 
and attend courts on Wi 
day 

“The government Is 
big on tho entire issue, 
dor to strengthen legal 
selling expertise of <m 
diclal bodies at the bit* 
el, we need to const 1 
three-member concil 
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RM 2010, TWTC Int’l Trade Building, No.333, Kee-lung Rd, Scc.l, Taipei, Taiwan 
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Tel: 886-2-2757 6112 E-mail: ita@msl.hinct.net Fax: 886-2-2757 6117 


No. Tai/Pol/ 1/2004 


June 23, 2004 


FAX MESSAGE 


From: IT A, Taipei 
To: Dir (CNV) 


Shri L.D. Ralte from Vijay Gokhale 

Reference your fax of 17 th June 2004 regarding information requested 
by Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. The requested informations 
are as follows. 

1. Hotel tariffs for Grand Hyatt Hotel in Taipei is enclosed. The rates 
are subject to 10% service charges. Thle Commission may decide 
which suite/rooms are appropriate for the members and let us know 
for purposes of booking. 

2. Cost of hiring a car in Taipei is NT $ 1400/- for 3 hours, for each 
additional hours the charges are NT $ 300/hour. For airport pick up 
the charges are NT $ 1 200/-. 

3. Fees for interpreter, Chinese to English and vice versa, is NT $ 
12,000/- for 3 hours and NT $ 24,000/- fori 6 hours. 

4. Per diem DA in Taipei is US $ 75. 

5. The exchange rate is 1 US $ = NT $ 33 approximately. 







(V.K. Gokhale ) 
Director General 





Ministry of External Affairs 
[ CNV Division ] 


Confid 
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The Hon’ble Justice M.K. Mukherjee (Retired Judge of 
Supreme Court of India), Chairman of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, is to call on EAM at 1600 hrs on 25 June 
2004. 
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2. A brief background note and suggested Talking Points are 
placed below for consideration. 



21 June 2004 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
[ CNV Division ] 



Background: 


The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) was set 
up by Government in December 1999 to inquire into the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. It is the third such Commission. Ministry of Home 
Affairs is the nodal Ministry as far as creation and extension of the 
Commission is concerned. However, as much of the investigations 
carried out by the Commission involve obtaining of information from 
foreign sources and interviewing of foreign witnesses, MEA has been a 
major facilitator for the JMCI. 


2. One of the central issues that is being looked at by the JMCI is 
the proposal for DNA examination of the alleged mortal remains of 
Netaji that are kept in an urn in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. There 
have been questions relating to scientific feasibility of DNA testing of 
the remains as also issues relating to religious and other sentiments. 
The JMCI has obtained opinion that mitochondrial DNA tests may be 
possible after ascertaining the feasibility of separating DNA by 
conducting necessary scientific tests and evaluation. As to the latter 
question, the Head Priest of Renkoji Temple has recently confirmed to 
our Ambassador in Tokyo his willingness for DNA testing of the 
remains kept in his Temple. 

3. The JMCI have conveyed their decision to go ahead with the 
DNA testing. They have also, vide their DO No.JMCI/EO/2002- 
03/83(III)/86 dated 17 June 2004 indicated that they are willing to 
allow the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple to retain a portion of the 
ashes kept in his Temple if the DNA tests confirm those to be of Netaji. 
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Conjp^ntial 


4. This issue has raised public interest in the past and certain 
newspapers had also erroneously reported that the GOI was setting up 
a Committee to carry" out the DNA testing. A note on the background 
of the proposal for DNA testing of the remains at Renkoji Temple may 
be seen at flag ‘A’. 

5. Since the decision on conducting the DNA test and selection of 
experts to conduct the same are the purview of the JMCI, we await 
their next request. We have, in the past, conveyed MEA’s willingness 
to help identify such experts once the kind of expertise that is sought 
is made known to us. Ministry of Home Affairs have conveyed that 
they do not see a requirement for an inter-Ministerial meeting to 
discuss the provisions relating to the DNA test itself or on the 
composition of the expert team. 

6. Since JMCI have conveyed their interest in conducting the DNA 
test, we may convey to them the need to maintain the deepest 
reverence and respect for the remains and also the sentiments of the 
Japanese people and that the tests conducted should be by top 
experts. 

7. The Commission has also indicated its requirement to visit 
Taiwan to make an on-the-spot inquiry. There seems to have been 
some misunderstanding of GOI’s position that we do not recognize 
Taiwan as an independent country. Our requests to them to maintain 
this status and the need for distancing the India-Taipei Association 
(ITA) office located in Taipei from direct involvement with the 
Commission’s visit may have also been misunderstood. We have 
conveyed to the Commission that the ITA will help with regard to 
logistics, information gathering and fixing of appointments, etc but 
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unlike other Indians Missions, cannot make payments on behalf of the 
Commission, i.e., it can only act as a facilitating office. 


8. There also seems to be some perception that MEA is not taking 
an active interest in requirement of contacting witnesses in the 
erstwhile Soviet Union. Our Missions in the region have continued to 
try and liaise with the listed witnesses but are constrained when the 
witnesses themselves do not respond. 


Suggested Talking Points: 

9. In view of the above, when the Chairman of the JMCI calls on 
EAM on 25 June 2004 at 1600 hrs, EAM may wish to: 


(i) 


Convey his personal and MEA’s continuous support and 
cooperation to the JMCI, 


(ii) Convey that while the JMCI is handled by Ministry of 
Home Affairs, MEA would continue to be the facilitator for 
the international aspects of inquiry, and 


(iii) Request that the JMCI keep in view the various 
sensitivities involved in the DNA testing of the remains at 
the Renkoji Temple, including the need to: 

a) include Netaji’s family during the opening of the 
casket and/or DNA testing of the remains, 
ensure that no religious or emotional sentiments 
are hurt in the process, 


b) 
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c) that appropriate Buddhist and Hindu religious 
practices are scrupulously adhered to. 

10. EAM, if requested by the Chairman, may like to offer MEA’s 
assistance in identification of international experts for carrying out the 
DNA testing and offer to convey JMCI’s request to Ministry of Home 
Affairs who are the nodal agency for extending GOI assistance. 

11. If the issue of visit to Taiwan is raised by the Chairman, EAM 
may wish to convey that India-Taipei Association will extend all 
support to the Commission including making necessary logistical 
arrangements, reservation of hotel accommodation, transport and 
interpretation subject to the Commission making direct payments to 
the concerned organizations in Taiwan. 

12. On the subject of witnesses from the Russian Federation, our 
Mission in Moscow is continuing to make efforts to locate the listed 
witnesses. They have located one witness whose details have been 
conveyed to the JMCI. 


21 June 2004 


BACKGROUND ON THE PROPOSAL FOR DNA 
EXAMINATION OF THE ALLEGED MORTAL REMAINS OF 

NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE, BELIEVED TO BE 

KEPT IN RENKO JI TEMPLE. JAPAN 


The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) 
was set up in December 1999 to inquire into the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments 
connected therewith- including whether Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose is dead or alive; if he is dead, whether he died 
in the plane crash, as alleged; and whether the ashes in the 
Japanese temple are indeed the ashes of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

2. By way of background, it may be mentioned that in 
February 1995, the Union Cabinet had considered the 
question of bringing the alleged mortal remains of Netaji from 
Japan to India. While deferring a final decision in the matter, 
the Cabinet had then directed that the dependability of the 
arrangements in Japan should be properly examined and 
that a contingency plan for the proper upkeep of the mortal 
remains should be drawn up. 

3. Thereafter, in September 1995, Shri Ashish C. Ray of 
CNN who is the son of Netaji’s elder brother, had proposed to 
the Prime Minister to arrange the conducting of a DNA test, 
which could provide conclusive and incontrovertible evidence 
as to whether the ashes at Renkoji Temple, are Netaji’s or 
not. It was then further proposed that an international team 
of experts, one of whom could be from the DNA Centre at 
Hyderabad, besides observers from the Bose family and other 
groups, be entrusted with the job. 

4. The aspect of security of the ‘ashes’ kept in an urn at 
the Renkoji Temple, was also considered and highlighted in 
the then Foreign Secretary’s letter dated 19 June 1995 to the 
then Home Secretary. It was pointed out then that, like all 
Shrines in Japan, there is no security, except what is 
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ensured by the reverence and respect shown by the Japanese 
towards religious places. The door is normally kept closed 
though there is no guarantee that it is always locked. It was 
also stressed that the Shrine is not exclusively devoted to the 
ashes of Netaji and is visited by other worshippers. Any 
request from the Indian side to strengthen security was seen 
as not likely to be received kindly by the Japanese, as f he 
Shrine is a place of worship open to all, and could also 
provoke the Japanese to suggest that the ashes should be 
taken to India. 

5. In September 2002 a JMCI team visited the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo, Japan where it is believed Netaji’s ashes are 
kept. The Embassy of India, Tokyo was requested to obtain 
expert advice on whether the ashes contain material that can 
be used for DNA testing. The Mission in Tokyo located a 
Japanese expert, by the name of Prof. Momoki Hirai of the 
University of Tokyo. The expert agreed to do the requisite 
examination on the remains to ascertain whether it can be 
tested for DNA. 

6. In the meanwhile, Smt. Krishna Bose, Member of 
Parliament and Chairperson of the Standing Committee on 
External Affairs wrote to our Ambassador in Tokyo, 
conveying that while she had no objection to the proposal, 
‘prior and proper arrangements should be made by selecting 
top DNA experts in the world’. The Renkoji Temple 
authorities on their part had expressed ‘concern with regard 
to the opening and re-opening of the mortal remains of Netaji 
in view of the religious sensitivities under Buddhist 
traditions’ and had conveyed to our Mission, the need to 
observe proper formalities and notice from the GOI for 
opening the casket for DNA test, etc. 

7. A meeting taken by Special Secretary (JSK) in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs on 20 May 2003 had discussed the 
issue of DNA testing of Netaji’s alleged remains. MHA officials 
pointed out that blood samples of two sons of the elder 
brother of Netaji and one person from his maternal lineage, 
collected by the Commission had been sent to the DNA 
testing centre in Hyderabad. The Chief Forensic Adviser 
present at the meeting opined that material for a DNA test 
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can be isolated from un-burnt bones and teeth but not from 
ash. However to ascertain this, the contents of the urn 
containing the ashes, kept at the Renkoji Temple would need 
to be examined. 

8. In theHight of the observations made by Smt. Krishna 
Bose, advice on the required parameters for identification of 
a suitable DNA expert and as to whether a Japanese and an 
Indian expert needed to work together on the project was 
sought from the Ministry of Home Affairs which is the nodal 
agency coordinating work in this regard. MHA, in its initial 
response, suggested that MEA depute an Indian DNA expert 
to Japan for examination of the remains in association with 
the identified Japanese expert. Since the JMCI process falls 
under the purview of the MHA and the role of the MEA is 
limited to being that of a facilitator, it was conveyed to MHA 
that once they had taken a decision to subject the remains to 
DNA testing and selected the experts, MEA could thereafter 
take further action in facilitating their visit to Japan for 
liaison with the local government and the Renkoji Temple 
authorities. 

9. MHA subsequently clarified that the 'appointment of 
experts for the purpose of DNA testing is to be done by the 
Justice Mukerjee Commission’. MHA has also clarified the 
following points: - 

• Issues like decision on holding of anthropological 
evaluation to determine feasibility of DNA testing/ 
selection of experts fall under the JMCI’s purview. 

• A formal meeting in MHA (with MEA and other 
concerned Ministries / Departments) to consider these 
issues is not necessary. 

• JMCI’s decision on these issues, as and when taken, 
could be conveyed to MEA for facilitating the visit of 
experts to Japan. 

• MHA has conveyed suggestions received from Shri 
Sugata Bose, Director, Netaji Research Bureau, Kolkata 
underlying the following: - 

(a) the need to ensure that any test is done with the 
deepest reverence and respect; 
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(b) that any DNA test must be conducted by a top DNA 
expert or experts in the world, and 

(c) that proper sensitivity should be shown to Japanese 
sentiments. 

10. Given the fact that this is a politically sensitive matter, 
there is a need to ensure that the concerns and sensitivities 
of all concerned are taken into account. Our efforts should be 
to ensure that the process of DNA testing is undertaken with 
utmost care and that the deepest reverence and respect is 

shown to the mortal remains of Netaji. 

*** 
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No: 1/1 201 4/6/2001 -IS(V) 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi, dated 21 June, 2004 


Subject: Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


Please find enclosed a copy of the PMO U.O. No. 
915/25/C/3/2004-Pol dated 15.6.2004 enclosing therewith a copy 
of letter dated 3.6.2004 by Shri Debabrata Biswas, M.P. and 
General Secretary, All India Forward Bloc on the above mentioned 
subject. 


Issue at Sr. No. 2 regarding Commission’s visit to Russia, 
pertains to the Ministry of External Affairs. It is requested that 
your comments thereon may please be sent directly to PMO with a 
copy endorsed to the Ministry of Home Affairs. 


A 

i ^<x.ck~ 
A/crfe - 



Ends-' as above 

/ 
I 

Desk Officer 


Shri L.D. Ralte 

Director(CNV), Ministry of External Affairs 






PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 




Subject:- Disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 


Enclosed please find a copy of letter dated 3.6.2004 
addressed to PM by Shri Debabrata Biswas mp and General 
Secretary, All India Forward Bloc on the subject mentioned above. 

It is requested that MHA's Comments in the matter may 
kindly be sent to this office by 20.06.2004. 


(V.Vidyavathi) 
Deputy Secretary 



ome Secretary 


PMO U.O. No. 915/25/C/3/2004-Po! 


Dated 15.6.2004 



ALL INDIA FORWARD DLO 

28, Gurudwara Rakabganj Road, New Delhi-1 ID 001 
Phone: -1-91-1 1-3714131, 3352273, Telefax 3714131 

E-mail: forwardbloc@forwardbloc.org 
Website : www.forwardbloc.org 
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03-06-2004 

To, 

Dr. Manmohan Singh, 

Hon'ble Prime Minister, 

Government of India 
New Delhi. 


Dear Dr Singh, 

I am taking this opportunity to write to you seeking your kind personal intervention in 
the matter of finding^ out the truth about what actually happened to Netaji Subjas Chandra 60 ** 
after the end of the Second World War - a matter of deep interest to and grave concern of the 
Indian People. 


You will please permit me at the outset to give a brief resume of events which have led to the 
present situation on this matter soon after Japan's surrender to the Anglo American forces and 
the defeat of the Indian National Army led by Netaji Bose, It was announced that Netaji had 
died in a Japanese Military Hospital in Taipeh in Taiwan (known as Formosa then) on the 
18 th August, 1945 following injuries sustained in an air crash which took place earlier on the 
same day at Taihokto Airport near Taipeh. As from the be ginnin g there were doubts about the 
^a» rt fc c«r < Mty of the said news, the then Government of India set up a Committee of inquiry in 
/1 956 under the Chairmanship of Maj. Gen Shah Nawaj Khan of INA. This Committee came 
to the conclusion that the news as given out was true. Since the people of India were still not 
v convinced^ Commission of inquiry with Mr. Justice G.D. Khosla (Retd) was appointed by 
4 the then Government of India in 1970 by the then GOI. This Commission also came to the 
J .same view as that of the Inquiry Co mmit tee set up earlier. 

However, in 1978, a statement was made in the parliament on behalf of the Government of 
India, of which Late Shri. Morajee Desai was the Prime Ministers stating, inter-alia, that some 
new information htas since bee received as a result of which it was difficult to believe that 






ary 


• SS' • . • 


ALL INDIA FORWARD RLO 


28, Gurudwara Rakabganj Road, New Delhi-110 001 
Phone: +91-11-3714131, 3352273, Telefax 3714131 
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Netaji Bose had actually died on 18-08-1945 as alleged . Subsequently the following 

401 

developments took place:- 


(i) Government of India withdrew its earlier decision to bestow the award of 
Bharat Ratna’ posthumously to Netaji, as it could not prove to the Supreme 
Court of India that Netaji had died. 

(ii) The Calcutta High Court, vide a judgment delivered, orde&Jthe GOI to institute a 
fresh Commission of inquiry to enquire into the matter of disappearance of Netaji 
in 1945. 

(iii) The West Bengal Legislative Assembly had passed a unanimous resolution 
requesting GOI to arrange for a fresh inquiry. 

(iv) Members of Netaji's family and All India Forward Bloc had organized TSfetaji 
Chetna Yatra’ all over the country in early 1999 demanding a fresh inquiry, which 
drew tremendous support from the people of India and a delegation met then 
Prime Minister, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee to convey this demand. 

Thereafter, the GOI instituted a one-man Commission of Inquiry under the Chairmanship 
of Mr. Justice M.K. Mukeijee (Retd Judge of Supreme Court of India) in May, 1999 to 
enquire into the matter of disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in August, 1945. 

We, as well as some members of Netaji's family, such as Shri. S^dsbas^Bose, M.P. and 
Professor Chitra Ghosh (son and daughter of late Sarat Chandra Bose, elder brother of 
Netaji, respectively) have been closely following the work of Justice M.K. Mukeijee 

1 Commission of Inquiry and extending help and cooperation to it to the maximum extent 
possible. We are constrained to observe that the Commission's work is being hampered, 
hindered and inordinately delayed by the non-cooperation of the different Ministries of 
the GOI, namely, Home,, External Affairs and Defence Ministries. 
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While we shall seek a further interview with you when you have time to explain to you in 
detail how the commission is unable to work in a manner desired to come to a conclusion 
without any further undue delay, we approach you now to request for your immediate 
intervention in the following important matters:- 


K 


1. Commission's proposed visit to Taiwan 

A department of the Taiwan Government, in response to a private enquiry by an Indian 
Journalist, had informed the latter that from documents available in the records of the 
Taiwan Government there were no documents to establish that Netaji was victim of an air 
crash in Taihoteu* Airport on 18-08-^a^. A copy of the said communication was also 
sent by the post to the commission by the sender at commission's request. Naturally on 
receipt of the above information the commission desired to personally examine the 
a vailable document s in Taiwan and sought GO I's sanction to visit Taiwan for the purp ose . 
Surprisingly, the GOI is trying to discourage-to put it mildly-the Commission from 
j Visiting Taiwan in various manners for example, the Ministry of Home Affairs has 
advised the commission that GOI " will not be in a position to make any payments ,on 
behalf of the commission- payments for all service on Taipei, including Hotel 
accommodations, transportation and interpretation will therefore need to the made 
directly by the commission itself'. The commission has enquired whether or not sanction 
i of MHA is required foe making such payments and has specially observed " if 
n expenditure cannot be incurred specially on account of visit to Taiwan then it would be 
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ell High impossible for the commission to undertake visit to Taiwan". The MHA has not 
/et replied to the commission, you will no doubt appreciate that it is absolutely imperative 
or the commission to undertake the visit to Taiwan and we shall earnestly request you to 
nstruct«tt MHA to ensure that the commission can visit Taiwan instead of creating 
impediments in this regard. 


It may also be noted in the connection that the then Government of India had made all 
necessary arrangements for Khosla commission of inquiry to visit Taiwan. 
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2. CommissionWisit to Russia 

It is suggested that Netaji Bose actually succeeded in getting into Russia «rin 1945, the 
story of the alleged air crash being a fake one. The GOI's positive help is being sought by 

* f • 
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the commission for access to the Archives of KGB (FSB) of the then USSR,GOI's help is 
also being sought through itslndian Mission in Moscow to locate the witnesswnentioned 

i 

in the list sent by the commission to the ME A on 01-04-2003. There has so far been no 
response from GOI as in the above case. GOI's attitude is positively unhelpful. 


You will also kindly appreciate that availability of Russian documents is very crucial and 
* important to the commission. 


There are quite a number of other issues which we shall like to bring to you notice at the 
next opportunity. In the meantime, we shall be grateful if you will kindly find time to 

intervene in the matters stated above. 

• « 

We express our gratitudfe to you for granting us time to meet you at a short notice inspite 
of your pre-occupations. We are, of course^sure that you are as keen as the people of India 
to find out what actually happened to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in and after August 
1945 and you are of the same view that people of India have a right to know what 
happened to one of the greatest sons of India. 


With Kind regards, 


Yours sincerely 



d 


(Debabrataffiswas ) M.P. 
General Secretary 
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Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 


/tjb 




& : 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3 .vsnl.net. in 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

■B' Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


D.O. No. JMCI/E0/2002-03/83(III)86 

sh/ju:, 


June 17, 2004 



Please refer to your d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO-XI dated May 31, 2004 

regarding DNA test of the mortal remains said to be of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 



kept in the Renkoji Temple of Tokyo. 


I am directed to say that the Commission has already decided to conduct DNA 
test of the aforesaid mortal remains kept in the Renkoji Temple of Tokyo and to request 
you to take further necessary action in the matter. 



I am further directed to say that the Commission has no objection to the 
stipulation mentioned in the second sentence of the first para of your above-quoted letter. 


An early reply regarding further progress in the matter will be appreciated. 


With 




0 


Yours /9L 


(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Sri L.D.Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 1 10 001 
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Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 
to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the 
India, Ministry of Home Affairs 
‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 



(S : 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3 .vsnl.net. in 


D.O. No. JMCI/Taiwan/2003 -04/89/83 


Dear 


Glifyur, 


June 15, 2004 


A 


A* 


s‘) 


Please refer to your d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO-XI dated 30:4.04 regarding the 
proposed visit of the Commission to Taiwan for the purposes of its inquiry. 


For the present, I am to request you to kindly obtain information on the following 
points from the India-Taipei Association and transmit the same to the Commission for 
taking further necessary action: - 



1. Hotel charges for an appropriate suite for the Hon’ble Chairman of the 
Commission and one appropriate room for the Secretary of the Commission 
for three days in Taipei. 

2. Transport charges; 


3. Fees for an Interpreter for interpretation from Chinese to English and vice 
versa. 

It will be highly appreciated if the information asked for is communicated to the 
Commission as expeditiously as possible. 


With 






Yours 



Sri L.D.Ralte 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 110 001 


(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 
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Jur.nrE IWuKMERJEt Commission of inquiry 

I- OR IMOUIRY iNTOTHf ALLEGED DISAPPEARANCE O' 

M eta 1 1 Sixaiw; Chandra Bust. 

ir Block. (Third Moor) 
i •/« ivivr *t\ «_;tialib Strcci, Kc'IKnt<»-7UOOh 
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lav (m- 2252 - 27 <.S 



No JMCI/EO/2D02-2003/83(lll)/77 

Fiom Shri 1VI. Kuy, IAS (Retd ) 

Oflker on Special Duty 

To Shn L D Ralte. 

Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 110001. 



Chairman • 226 . 

Secretory - 2? 6 

Offir*'r st» 


.y« *.<**»* /««y 

Office 


2257 


iflicmscbto-,cal \ v> 


11.06.2004 


n 


Sir. 



I am directed to refer to your d o letlci No.23/4/NGO/D4 dated June 10, 200 * 
to state that the date and time of the meeting between Hon’ble Minister of External A" 
and Hon’ble Chairman of the Commission as indicated by the Hon’ble Mu. 
(on 25 th June, 2004 at 1600 hrs) suits the Hon’ble Chairman and he would mer 
Hon’bfe MimsterTrTNew Delhi accordingly 





Vours faithfully. 



(M Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 





Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Phone: 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of chairman - 2252-2835 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. secretary - 2252-2767 

‘B' Block, (Third Floor) 'gZZ, ■ zsmtw 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 office ■ 2252 - 2766 /oe 


Fax : 033-2252-2765 

No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(lll)/77 

From Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 



e-mail : imciiiscbQ cal3.vsiil.net. in 


11.06.2004 


To 


Shri L.D. Ralte, 

Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 110001. 


Sir, 


/ 


ft 


\r 


/ 
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I am directed to refer to your d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO/04 dated June 10, 2004 and 
to state that the date and time of the meeting between Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs 
and Hon’ble Chairman of the Commission as indicated by the Hon’ble Minister 
(on 25 th June, 2004 at 1600 hrs.) suits the Hon’ble Chairman and he would meet the 
Hon’ble Minister in New Delhi accordingly. 



Yours faithfully. 




(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


FAX NO. : 091 033 252 2765 



Justice iUukhefuee ConnrviiSaioN of inquiry rhont: 

l-OR iMOl.'iRY INTO THE ALLEGED OlSAPPEARANCE Q f Chair mat 

WVTA H StTQlJAd CHANDRA Boat. Secretary 

' U ’ Block . (Third Floor) '^'Z * 


i » / j\ ivin sf\ t.;halib Street, IColKcita"70CK^ Office 


\ av 0^-2252-27<.!S 
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11.06.2004 


From Shri M Hoy, IAS (Retd ) 
Oflker nn Special Duty 

To ShnLD Raltc, 

Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi 11 0001. 



Sir, 


I am ri i reeled to refer to your d o lettci No.25/4/T>lCirO/(j4 dated June 10, 200 
to state that the date and time of the meeting between Hon’ble Minister of External AM 
and Hon’ble Chairman of the Commission as indicated bv the Hon’ble Mu 
{on 25 th June, 2004 at 1600 his) suits the Hon’ble Chairman and he would met” 
Hon’ble Minister m New Delhi accordingly 


Yours faithfully. 



(M Roy) 




i)^ (fw) - 



Vrnj. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 
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Most Immediate / FAX 

L.D. Ralte 
Director(CNV) 


No. 25" Im VcAUo/oM 


10 June 2004 


Dear Sir, 



Please refer to your DO No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(III)/52 dated 
>7 May 2004 regarding meeting between EAM and Hon’ble Chairman of 
e Commission. 


2. EAM has indicated that 1600 hrs on 25 June, 2004 would be 
suitable to him. 

3. Kindly convey by return whether or not this time would be suitable 
to the Hon’ble Chairman. 




Yours sincerely, 



(L.D. Ralte) 


Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block (3 r d floor), 

11/ A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata - 700087. 

Fax: 033-2252-2765 
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No. 3 ^|m1auo/^ 


lO June 2004 


Dear Sir, 



Please refer to your DO No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(III)/52 dated 
27 May 2004 regarding meeting between EAM and Hon'ble Chairman of 
the Commission. 

2. EAM has indicated that 1600 hrs on 25 June, 2004 would be 
suitable to him 


3. Kindly convey by return whether or not this time would be suitable 


to the Hon'ble Chairman. 





(L.D. Ralte) 


Shrl P.K. Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block (3"» noor), 

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata - 700087. 

Fax: 033 2252 2765 



S8^6Z£:xej 
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By Reqd.post with A/D. 


< JiU 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B' Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 0$7 


i 


Phone: 


- 252-28 

- 252-27 


Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer on 

Special Duty — 252-271 
Office - 252 22k 1 


t 


Fax : 0091-033-252-2765 



e-mail : imcinscb'Vi 




snl.net. 


No. JMC!/Overseas-Witness/2000-0l/ 
70( HI) /70. 


rd 


Kolkata, dated, 7th June* 04. 


From : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) , 
officer on Special Duty 


To t Ms. Ruchi Ghanshyam, 

Joint secretary (CNV) , 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi — 110001. 


Madam, 



I am directed to refer to your D.o. letter No. 
25/4/NGO-Vol,XI( iii) dated 29.3.04 and to request you 
to kindly let the Commission know the latest position— 
with regard to the witnesses named in the penultimate 
para as also to send "further imputs" as promised to be 
sent in the last para of your aforesaid letter to enable 
the Commission to take a decision as to whether it should 
visit Russia for examination of witnesses and collection 
of relevant documents, if available. 

Yours faithfully, 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 
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Netaji Surras Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block. (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib St reel, Kolkata-700087 


Fax : 033-2252-2765 



e-mail 


No. JMCI/STAT.REPT./99-2000/33A (n)/68(4) 


Phone: 

Chairman - 2252-2835 

Sectary - 2252-2767 

Officer on 

ml l)u(\ - 2252 2705 

Office - 2252-2700/08 


June 3, 2001 




From : Shri M. Roy. IAS (Retd.) 
Officer on Special Duty 


•To 1 . The Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Government of India, North Block, New Delhi- 1 10001. 

2r'v)\c Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, South Biock, New Delhi- 1 10001 

3. The Secretary. 

Cabinet Secretariat, Government oflndia, 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi- 1 10004. 

4. The Director, 

Intelligence Bureau, Government oflndia. 

Ministry ofHome Affairs, North Block, New Delhi-1 10001 


Subject : Status Report from 01.05. 2004 to 3 I 05.2004. 

Ref : Your Office letter No l/I2014/I/2000-lS(D III) dated 07.02.2000 


Sir, 


I am directed to forward herewith a ‘Status Report’ of the Secretary of Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, for favour of taking necessary action at your end (in 
respect of such of the matters in the Status Report as may be applicable to your Ministry / 
Department / Office). 



Yours faithfully. 


(M Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 




Enel : As stated above 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
NKTAJJ SUBI-1AS ClIANDRA BOSIi. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 

STATUS REPORT 
(From 01.05.2004 to 3 1.05.2004) 

This Status Report is in continuation of the Status Report for the period from 
01.04.2004 to 30.04.2004 forwarded earlier by the Commission to the Secretaries, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, Cabinet Secretariat, as also 
to the Director, Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, for favour of taking 
necessary action at their ends (in respect of such of the matters in the Status Report 
as may be applicable to them). 

The next hearing of the Commission is scheduled to be held on 23.06.2004 at 1 1.00 
a m. at the Seminar Hall in the Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166, Chittaranjan 

Avenue, Kolkata-700007 and four witnesses have been summoned for their 

x f 

examination/further examination during the said hearing. 

Response from the Ministry of Externa! Affairs in respect of a copy of the official 
paper bearing No. 5190, which is an extract from a note of discussion between Lord 
Wavell, the Secretary of State, and R. Arthur Henderson held on 27 th August (year 
not mentioned), as collected from the U.K. in course of the visit of the Commission 
to London, sent to the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, (vide the Commission’s letter No. JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99- 
2000/56(V)/375 dated December 26, 2003) is still awaited. 

By Commission’s letter No. JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/33 1 dated November 
12, 2003, the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 
India, has been requested to report to the Commission immediately, the present 
position of those matters mentioned in the d.o. letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated 
27.06.2003 of the Ministry which appear to be still pending as also to send an 



2 


'"'N 



exhaustive list of all the archives of the Russian Federation excluding the names of 
the Archives of the countries in the Russian Federation already furnished Further 
reports as called for are still awaited. 


5. Further to the position stated in para 5 of the Status Report from 01.04.2004 to 
30.04.2004 it is pointed out that the Joint Secretary' (CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs. Government of India, has been requested to take necessary action for 
arranging the proposed meeting of the Hon’ble Chairman with the Hon’ble Minister 
of External Affairs, Government of India, preferably by the middle of June, 20U4. 
In this connection, the Joint Secretary' has been requested to refer to the 
Commission’s letter No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(III)/5 17 dated March 23, 2004 and 
has been furnished with a copy of the Commission’s d.o.letter No JMCI/EO/2002- 
2003/B3 (111 )/46 dated March 26, 2004 addressed to Prof. N. Saitou, Department of 
Genetics, National Institute of Genetics, University of Tokyo, Japan, which gives 
the latest development in the matter of selection of a competent D N A Scientist for 
D.N.A. tests of the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Rcnkoji 
temple, Japan. The particulars of the said Japanese Scientist has been received from 
Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, Center for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad 
and Dr. V.K. Kashyap, Director, Central Forensic Science Laboratory, Kolkata 

6 With reference to the Commission’s letter No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(III)/364 
dated 18 12.2003 (Secret) and Top Secret letter No.I/12014/27/93-lS/D 111 dated 

29.12.2003 of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, the Director (S), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India has been requested by 
Commission’s letter No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(IH)/54 dated May 28, 2004 to send 
back their File No. I/12014/27/93-IS (D.lII)-two files to the Commission by a duly 
authorised Special Messenger, as early as possible. 

7. Further to the position stated in para 7 of the Status Report from 01 04.2004 to 

30.04.2004 it is stated that the Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government 
of India, in reply to his letter No.I/12014/2000-NCB dated May 14, 2004 has been 
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intimated that the Commission wants to make a single composite programme lor 
visit to Taiwan, Vieinam, Thailand, Malayasia and Singapore and that until and 
unless clarification sought for in the penultimate para of the Commission’s letter 
No.JMCl/Overseas-Witnesses/2000-01/70(IlI)/08 dated April 6, 2004 as also the 
reply to Commission’s d o. letter No.JMCI/Taiwan/2003-04/89/28 dated May 5, 
2004 addressed to the Joint Secretary' (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government 
of India, are received by the Commission, it is not possible to give a reply to the 
aforesaid letter dated May 14, 2004 of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government 
of India, particularly the second para of the said letter and the Director (S) has 
accordingly been requested to kindly expedite the matter and send the requisite 
reply to the aforesaid two letters of the Commission to enable it to prepare a 
composite proposal for its visit to the aforesaid countries and forward the same to 
the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 

8 In Commission’s d.o. letter No.JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)'5 18 dated March 
25, 2004 addressed to Shri Rakesh, Joint Secretary (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, he has been requested to kindiy make available to the 
Commission as early as possible a copy of the diary of Lord Mountbattcn, if 
necessary by collecting the same through the Indian High Commission in London, 
as the said diary is urgently required to be perused by the Commission in view of the 
facts and circumstances stated in the said d.o. letter. 

9 Present whereabouts of all the relevant witnesses examined earlier outside India as 
also of those mentioned anew reportedly living abroad, are yet to be collected and 
the reports regarding availability/non-availability of the relevant documents are yet 
to be obtaincd/collected from most of the foreign countries concerned by the 
Ministry of External Affairs. Government of India, to make them available to the 
Commission on receipt of which the Commission might be required to draw up 
programmes for its visit to the relevant foreign countries for examination of 
witnesses and documents available there as also for inspection of important relevant 
sites in those countries. 
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10. The report of the Indian Consulate of St. Petersburg [as intended to be sent later to 
the Commission in para 4 of the d o. letter No.24/4/NGO-Vol IX(II) dated June 1 1, 
2003 of the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Afiairs, Government of 
India, addressed to the Secretary of the Commission] is yet to be received by the 
Commission in spite of several reminders to the said Ministry. 

11 By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70(II)/288 dated 
16.10.03 addressed to Shri Vijoy Gokhale, Joint Secretary (CNV'), Ministry ol 
External Affairs. Government of India, his attention has been drawn to the copy of 
the enclosure captioned, “Directive to the Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers” bearing dated August 14, 1945 forwarded with his d o. letter 

No.25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated May 7, 2003 and he has been requested to kindly 
obtain through the Indian Mission in the USA authenticated copies ol the (I) 
Proclamation, and (2) Instrument of Surrender which appear to have been enclosed 
to the original copy of the aforesaid directive bearing dated 14.08.1945. I he 
documents called for are yet to be received. 

n 

12. Report of DNA profiling test of the teeth found in the alleged belongings of 
‘Gumnami Baba’ of Faizabad (vide Commission’s letter No. JMCI/EO/2002- 
2003/S3 (1 II )/3 7 1 dated December 22. 2003) from the Central Forensic Science 
Laboratory, Kolkata, is still awaited in spite of reminders with the request to 
expedite the move. 

13. Further to the position stated in para 13 of the Status Report from 01 04.2004 to 
30.04.2004 it is pointed out that the sealed report of the third handwriting expert has 
been received on May 2S, 2004. 

14. By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/OverseasAVitnesses/2000-0 1/70(1 1 )/446 dated 
February 18, 2004 addressed to the Director (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, the receipt of the two responses to the notice published in 
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Bangkok and Saigon (Vietnam) through the Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, were acknowledged and the Ministry of Home Affairs was 
requested to let the Commission know about other responses to the said notice, if 
any, received subsequently. A copy of the said letter dated February 18, 2004 was 
endorsed to the Director CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
for information and necessary action. With d o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol X dated 
February 24, 2004 of the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government 
of India, the communications (in two pages) received by the Indian Mission in 
Singapore by FAX from a local resident in response to the Commission’s notice 
have been sent to the Commission for further appropriate action. Those papers 
have been perused and kept on record. No further response has been received. 

15. In d o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.XI dated February 16, 2004 of the Director (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, addressed to the Secretary of the 
Commission it has been stated, inter alia, that reminders have been sent to all the 
Russian witnesses, as requested by the Commission; that Dr. Rybakov has been 
asked to convey his willingness and convenience for appearing as a witness before 
the Commission; that no material on the fate of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was 
found in the Central Archives of the Russian FSB (i.e. erstwhile KGB), that the 
Indian Embassy in Moscow is ascertaining the whereabouts of Mr. Pechenko and is 
continuing its efforts to locate Mr. V.N. Plastun, Mr. A. A. Kolesnikov and Mr. E M. 
Morosov, while a reminder is being sent to Mr. Komorov, that Academician 
Bondarovsky, one of the listed witnesses, expired last year, and that the Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India would apprise the Commission “of further 
progress in the matter on receipt of inputs” from the said Indian Mission. Further 
progress in the matter is yet to be intimated to the Commission. 

16. By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Overseas/2002-03/70(lI)/432 dated February 5, 
2004 Mr. Joseph C. Pereira, who reportedly furnished some information to the 
Indian Consulate in Ho-Chi-Minh City in response to the publication of the notice of 
the Commission. w ; as requested (on the basis of the aforesaid information) to kindly 
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send to the Commission a copy of the book, titled, “Kojaka Rebels'' published by a 
Singaporean Publisher as also to furnish the Commission with the address of the son 
and the daughter of Mr. Gerald De Cruz, so that the Commission may officially 
approach them to elicit relevant information from them The response from Mr 
Pereira is still awaited. 

17. Commission’s Notice to the public has been published on March 19, 2004 in The 
China Post, a leading English daily of Taiwan, to explore the possibility of getting 
available evidence in Taiwan. In response to the notice, a letter by e-mail has been 
received from one NRI Indian based in Taiwan. Further response is awaited 

IS. Further to the position stated in para 18 of the Status Report from 01.03.2004 to 

31.03.2004 it is pointed out that the copies of some documents referred to in the said 
para appear to have been sent to the Commission by the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Govt, of India, with their letter No. 12014/13/2000-NCB.ll/lS(D.ni)(Vol.V) dated 

06.04.2004 received by the Commission on 16.04.2004 which are being examined 

19. Copies of the Commission’s Status Report as on 13.04.2004 and its proceedings 
dated April 16, 2004 have been sent to the Secretaries, Ministry of Home AfTairs, 
Ministrv of External Affairs, Cabinet Secretariat as also to the Director, Intelligence 
Bureau, Government of India, for favour of taking necessary action at their ends in 
respect of such of the matters as may be applicable to their 
Ministry/Department/Office. 

20. The term of the Commission has been extended for a further period of six months 
with effect from 15.05.2004. The retention order of the sanctioned posts of the 
Commission have accordingly been sought for a further period of six months with 
effect from 15.05.2004. The said retention order is awaitec 


m 



v 


(P K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


L.D. Ralte 
Director(CNV) 





f^9T ^brRTO, f%ecf) 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


No. 25/ 4/ /NGO-XI 


31 May 2004 


Dear 



/ 


This is with reference to the DNA testing of remains said to be of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

2. We have been informed by our Ambassador in Tokyo that Rev. 
Mochizuki, the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, where the 
above remains are kept, has informed him that even though he has some 
reservations from the spiritual angle, he has no objection to a DNA test 
being conducted on the mortal remains in his custody. If the DNA test 
confirm the remains to be those of Netaji, he would be willing to hand over 
to India the casket containing the ashes, but he would also like to keep a 
portion of the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

3. The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry may kindly consider 
the offer of Rev. Mochizuki above. If it is decided to conduct the DNA test, 
a formal request will have to be made to the Head Priest. Once a decision 
has been made by the Commission, this Ministry would be happy to 
discuss the further steps that need to be taken. The External Affairs 
Minister has conveyed his willingness to meet with the Chairman of the 
Commission once the decision has been taken. 



(L.D. Ralte) 


Shri Pradyot Kumar Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

B Block (3 rd floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata - 700087. 






No. 25/4/ /NGO-XI 


L.D. Ralte 
Director(CNV) 



TT5fTePT, ^ 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


31 May 2004 


Dear 



/ 




Thank you for your letter No. Tok/ 102/02/03 dated O^April 2004 
regarding the remains said to be of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept at 
the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

2. At this stage, it has been decided to only convey to the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) the willingness of Rev. 
Mochizuki to have DNA test conducted on the ashes. It is felt that 
bringing the casket to India before the test may lead to further 
complications due to the sensitivities involved. 

3. We shall keep you informed of the decision of the JMCI. 



Y 



(L.D. Ralte) 


Shri Mani Tripathi, 
Ambassador, 
Embassy of India, 
Tokyo. 



t 



^v>i$ 


Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 
to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


Qo) 



& : 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3.vsil.net.in 


For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


D.O. No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(I13)/52 


May 27, 2004 


Dear 


Q/yyU. 


O-vw 


I am directed to invite your attention to your d.o. letter no. 25/IV/NGO/Vol.X3 
dated 6.4.2004 regarding arrangement of a meeting between the Hon’ble Minister of 
External affairs and the Hon’ble Chairman of the Commission. Now that the elections 
are over and the new Government have assumed charge a meeting as proposed may 
possibly be arranged at an early date. I am, therefore, directed to request you to kindly 
arrange a meeting between the Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs and the Hon’ble 
Chairman of the Commission as early as possible, preferably by the middle of June, 
2004. 


In this connection, I would request you to refer to the Commission’s letter no. 
JMCI/E0/2002-2003/83(HI)/ 517 dt. March 23, 2004 in which the request for a meeting 
as mentioned above was first made (copy enclosed). I am also directed to send herewith a 
copy of the Commission’s d.o. letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003//83(III)/46 dt. May 26, 
2004 addressed to Prof. N.Saitou, Department of Genetics, National Institute of Genetics, 
University of Tokyo, Japan, which gives the latest development in the matter of selection 
of a competent DNA scientist for DNA test of the alleged ashes kept in the Renkoji 
Temple. 


As the matter is very urgent, an early reply will be highly appreciated. 


With / 

Enclo: As stated (Two) 


Yours aJ^i 

(P.K. Sengupta) 

Secretary 


Ms Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
South Block, 

New Delhi 110 001 




Lay 

0061-032-252-2765 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

FOK INOUIRY INTO THE ALLEGED DISAPPEARANCE OF 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street. Kolkata 700 087 


Phone: 

Chairman - 2252*2835 
Secretary 2252-2767 
Officer on 

Spcct at Du ft - 2 252 -2 7 65 

Office ' - 2252 - 2766/68 

e-mail : 

jmanscb ti cal. 3. vsiil.net. m 


No. JMC1/E0/2002-2003/83(III)/51 7 


March 25, 2004 


From : Shri P.K. Scngupta, 
Secretary. 


To 

Shri Vi jay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
Government of India 
South Block 
New Delhi 1 10 001 


Speed Post 


SUB : DNA TESTS OF ALLEGED ASHES OF NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE KEPT IN THE 
RENKOJI TEMPLE IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH THE IDENTITY. 


Sir, 


I am directed to request you to kindly refer to this Commission’s letter No. 
JMCI/CI/EO/2002-2003/83 (iii)/245 dt: 5 September, 2003 on the aforesaid subject (copy 
enclosed). No reply to that letter has yet been received inspite of several reminders. 

A 

Sint. Ruchi Ghanashyam, Director (CNV), of your Ministry in her d o. letter No. 
25/4/NGO/Vol IX dt' 4 August. 2003 informed that the Ministry of Home Affairs had 
opined that the selection of DNA expert in India was to be done by the Justice Mukherjee of 
Inquiry. She further requested the Commission to select Indian and Japanese DNA experts 
with the consent of your Ministry No facilitate the process with the help of our Embassy in 
Tokyo” (copy enclosed). In the earlier part of the same letter Smt. Ghanashyam informed 
that Shri A flab Seth, the then Ambassador of India in Tokyo, had informed that the Mission 
had identified a Japanese expert for the purpose. With reference to that d.o. letter, the 
Director. (CNV), was requested to furnish the Commission with the name and further 
relevant particulars including credentials of the Japanese expert identified by the Indian 
Mission in Japan for the purpose of the DNA tests of the alleged ashes of Netaji kept in the 
Renkoji Temple (vide letter No. JMCl/EO/200202003/8^(IU)/238 dt: 3 September, 2003, a 
copy of which is enclosed). Till now the Commission has not received the name and she 
particulars of the Japanese expert. 

The Commission also contacted the Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics, 
\ Hyderabad, The Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad and the Centra! 
^Forensic Science Laboratory, Kolkata. 

Shri Lalji Singh, Director. CCMB. Hyderabad, informed the Commission that 
necessary laboratory facility for the proposed DNA test does not exist in India. Dr. Hasnain, 
Director, CDFD. Hyderabad, was also requested to inform the Commission whether his 
institute could render necessary' help and services to the Commission for preliminary 


examination including anthropological evaluation and necessary photographing for 
ascertaining whether DMA test could be done. A copy of the do letter No JMCl/EO/2002- 
2003/83 (Vol.Ill)/420 dt: 20 January, 2004 addressed to Dr.S.E.Hasnain, which is 
self-explanatory, is enclosed In reply to this letter. Dr. Hasnain informed that CDFD is not 
competent enough to provide help in the matter of anthropological evolution and necessary 
photographing of the ashes (vide his letter CDFD/DNAFD/2003/650 dt: 22. 1.2004, a copy of 
which is enclosed). A copy of the d.o. letter No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/(iii)/379 dt: 30 
December, 2003 addressed to Dr V.K. Kashvap, Director Central Forensic Laboratory, 
Kolkata, wherein the steps taken by the Commission for DNA test of the ashes were 
elaborately mentioned, is also enclosed to apprise the ministry of the steps taken by the 

* Commission in this regard. In his d.o. letter CFSL(K)VI/03/01/002/Mukh.Com/195 dt: 13 
January, 2004 (copy enclosed). Dr. Kashyap, Director Central Forensic Laboratory, Kolkata, 
informed the Commission that they were preparing a list of Japanese experts suitable for the 
proposed work and that the same would be forwarded to the Commission very shortly. But 
till now no name of Japanese expert has been received from him despite several reminders. 

In this backdrop and keeping in view the possible ramifications of taking out the 
ashes for preliminary examination and anthropological evaluation for DNA tests, which, the 
Commission feels, only the Government can suitably tackle, the Hon’ble Chairman of the 
Commission desires to meet the Hon’ble Minister for External Affairs for discussions to 
sort out, as early as possible, the problems of DNA test and find out ways and means for 
DNA test for the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the Rcnkoji Temple. I am 
directed to state that the Commission strongly feels that, in the interest of the inquiry, it is 
imperative that feasibility of the DNA test of the mortal remains should be ascertained and, 
if feasible, DNA test should be conducted on the mortal remains to ascertain the identity of 
the deceased with utmost dispatch. 

„ 1 am, therefore, directed to request you to kindly arrange a meeting of the Hon’ble 

Chairman with the Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs as early as possible, preferably in 
the 1* week of April, 2004. The Hon’ble Chairman may kindly be informed well in advance 
the date and time of the meeting that may be arranged. 


I am to request you to kindly treat this matter as extremely urgent. 


Thanking you, 


Yoi ‘‘‘ifully. 



(P.K. Sengupa) 
S 


Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 


: 033-2252-2X35. 2765/6X 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinsd>6i;cal3. vsnl.net. in 


Nctaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 
India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

B' Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kofkata-700087 A / 


D O. No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(iii)/46 
Dear Sir, 





May 26, 2004 


This Commission has been set up by the Government of India for inquiry into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, a national leader of India, as the 
claim of some people that he died in a plane crash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945 and 
was cremated there and that his ashes were preserved in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, is 
disputed by others. The points of inquiry' before the Commission include, inter-alia, the 
following 

1 . Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died in the alleged plane crash. 

2 Whether the alleged ashes kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan are ashes 

of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

A recent inspection of the casket has revealed that it contains : 

1 Some pieces of bone fragments greenish in colour; 

2. Two flat pieces appearing to be parts of the skull* 

3. A browm paper bundle containing what appears to be teeth and other bone 
fragments; 

4. A thing what appear; to be a portion of the jaw with recesses where teeth 
might have been; 

5. More bone fragments; 

For a thorough and scientific probe into the points of inquiry and, for that matter, 
to establish the identity of the deceased this Commission intends to get DN/V tests done 
in respect of the above mortal remains. Now the question is whether DNA tests can be 
conducted on the said mortal remains for the purpose indicated above if blood samples 
are made available from both paternal and maternal lineage of Subhas Chandra Bose, in 
other words , the Commission wants to know about the feasibility of DNA tests on the 
mortal remains for the purpose of establishing the identity of deceased. 

Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad, 
India, and Dr. V.K.Kashyap, Director, Central Forensic Science Laboratory, Kolkata, 
India have highly recommended your name and furnished the Commission with your, 
address and bio-data . They have also made the Commission acquainted with some of 
your remarkable achievements in this field. Both of them regard you as the right person 
for the nature of scientific work required to be done for the purposes of this inquiry. If (Lf 


2 






intended DNA test of the said mortal remains is feasible, the Commission may be 
informed of the procedure to be followed, steps to be taken and your terms and conditions 
for rendering your valuable serv ices for this purpose to the Commission. 



An early reply will be highly appreciated 
With regards. 



( P.K Sengupta) 
Secretary 


To 

Prof. N. Saitou. 

Department of Genetics, 
National Institute of Genetics, 
University of Tokyo, 

1111, Yata. Mishima. 41 1-8540, 
Japan 


* 


D O. No. JMCI/ E 0/2002-2 003/8 3 ( i i i )/46/ 1 


May 26, 2004 


Copy forwarded to Sri Rajesh, Joint Secretary (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, North Block, New Delhi- 1 10001. 

V Y\ 
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Secretary 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


Phone: 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Chairman - 2252-2835 
Secretary - 2252-2767 

Officer on 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Special Duty - 2252-2765 
Office - 2252 - 2766/68 


Fax : 033 2252-2765 


e-mail : jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net. in 


No. JMCI/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57(iv)/ 
From : 


Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 
Officer on Special Duty 



May 27, 2004 

Under Certificate of Posting 



To 


The Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Govt, of India, South Block, 
New Delhi- 110001 


Dear Sir, 


I am directed to inform you that the Commission will hold its next sitting on 23.06.2004 
starting at 11.00 AM at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166, Chittaranjan 
Avenue, Kolkata-700007, when the Commission, besides transacting other business, is likely to 
examine / further examine the witnesses as named below :- 

1 . Shri Swadhin Sanyal 

2. Syed Samsul Zaman 

3. Shri Nirupam Som 

4. Dr. Purabi Roy 


Yours faithfully. 




(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


May 27, 2004 


No. JMCI/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57(iv)/ 51 (74)/2 


Copy forwarded to : 

1. Mr. Tarakeswar Pal, Learned Senior Counsel, Government of India, 
33, Asoke Avenue, Kolkata 700040. 

2. Ms. Abha (Datta) Roy, Learned Counsel for the Govt, of West Bengal; 
F-4, Cluster XI, Purbachal Housing, Salt Lake City, Kolkata 700091 


(M Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 



Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 


Netaji Subhas Chamjra Bose. 


Secretary - 2252-2767 

Officer on 

Special l hits - 2252-2765 
Office - 2252 - 2760/68 


‘B’ Block, (Third Floor).,- 
1 1/A Mirza Ghalib 



e-mail 


F:i\ : 055-2252-2765 



I'Oni Sin i M. Row IAS (Retd.) 
Officer on Special Duty 


1 . The Secretary - , 


o 


Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, North Block, New Delhi- 1 10001. 

The Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, South Block, New Delhi- 1 10001. 

3. The Secretaiy, 

Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India, 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi- 1 10004 

4. The Director, 

Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, New Delhi- 1 1 000 1. 


Sir, 


l am directed to send herewith copies of the Commission's Status Report as on 
13.04 2004 and its proceedings dated April 16, 2004 for favour of taking necessary action 
at your end (in respect of such of the matters as may be applicable to your 
Ministry/Department/Office). 


Yours faithfully, 


— "V 


(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


Enel : As stated above 


Status Report as on 13.04.2004 (forenoon) showing action taken on / compliance 

with orders/directions of the Commission including those contained in its 

various proceedings. 

I. Xeiox copies of the Commission’s Status Report as on 29.01.2004 and ol its 
proceedings dated February 5, 2004 have been forwarded to the Secretaries, 
Ministry ofl Ionic Affairs, Ministry of External A Hairs, Prime Minister's Olfice. 
Cabinet Secretariat, Ministry of Defence (History Division), Ministry ol 
Information and Broadcasting, as also to the Director, Intelligence Bureau, 
Government of India, for their information and favour of taking necessary action 
at their end in respect of such of the matters in the Status Report as may be 
applicable to them. 

2 A notice lias been sent to cacii of the deponents and other parties concerned 
regarding the next hearing of the Commission scheduled to be held on 16 m Apr il, 
2004 at ! 1,00 a m. at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 160, 
Chittaranjan Avenue, Kolkata 700007 and six witnesses have been summoned 
for their examination/further examination during the said hearing. 

3. Response from the Ministry’ of External Affairs in respect of a copy of the 
ollicial paper bearing No. 5190, which is an extract from a note ol discussion 
between Lord WavcII. the Secretary of State, and R. Arthur Henderson held on 
27 J| August, as collected from the U.K. in course of the visit of the Commission 
to London, sent to the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affair s. 
Government of India, (vide the Commission’s letter No.JMCI/DOC(K)R)/99- 
2000/56( V)/375 dated December 26, 2003) is still awaited. 

4. By Commission's letter No.JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56( V)/33 1 dated 
November 12, 2003. the attention of the Joint Secretary (CNV) has been drawn 
to the d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO/Vol.X dated 13.10.2003 of the Director (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India , and he has been requested 
to kindly let the Commission know immediately the present position ol the other 
pending matters mentioned in the d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated 
27.06.2003 of the Ministry as also to send a complete list ol all the archives ol 
the Russian Federation. In d.o letter No.25/4/NGOA / ol.X dated December 12, 

2003 of the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
addressed to the Secretary of the Commission it has been stated that no 
information on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is available with the lajik. Central 
State Archive. Further report as called for is still awaited. 

5. In Commission's letter No JMCI/EO/2002-2003/S3(III) / 5 1 7 dated March 25, 

2004 addressed to Shri Vijay Gokhaic, Joint Secretary’ (CNV), Ministry of 
External Affairs. Government of India, his attention has been drawn to the 
Commission's letter No JMC1 'EO’2002-2003/S3(III)/245 dated September 5, 
2003 and its letter No. JMCI/E0/2002-2003/S3(lll}'238 dated September 3, 
2003 as also to the correspondence made by the Commission with the Directors, 
the Centre for DNA Finger Printing and Diagnostics, Hyderabad, the Centre for 
Cellular and Molecular Biology. Hyderabad, and the Central Forensic Science 
Laboratory'. Kolkata. Copies of the aforesaid IettersVorrespondenccs have been 
furnished with the said letter of the Commission dated March 25, 2004 wherein 


Gowrnmeqi of India would apprise the Commission ‘'of further progress in the 
matter oil teccfpl of inputs" tiom the said Indian Mission. 

10. By Commission's letter No JMCL / OverseasAVitnesses/2000-01/70(U)/446 dated 
February IS, 200-5 addressed to the Director (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, the receipt of the two responses to the notice published in 
Bangkok and Saigon (Vietnam) through the Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, were acknowledged and the Ministry of Home Affairs was 
lequcsted to let the Commission know about other responses to the said notice, if 
any. received subsequently. A copy of the said letter dated February 18, 2004 
was endorsed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of Externa! A flairs. Government 
of India, for information and necessary action. Their further response is awaited. 

II By Commission's letter No JMCl/Overseas/2002-03/70(lI)/432 dated February 
5, 2004 Mr. Joseph C. Pereira, who reportedly furnished some information to 
the Indian Consulate in Ho-Chi-Minh City in response to the publication of the 
notice of the Commission, was requested (on the basis of the aforesaid 
information) to kindly send to the Commission a copy of the book, titled. 
“Kojaka Rebels" published by a Singaporean Publisher as also to furnish the 
Commission with the address of the son and the daughter of Mr Gerald De 
Cr u7, so that the Commission may officially approach them to elicit relevant 
information from them. The response from Pereira is awaited 

12. The particulars of eminent DNA experts available in Japan have not been 
received by the Commission from the CFSL, Kolkata. 

13. The Secretary. Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, has been 
requested in the letter dated December 26, 2003 of the Commission to kindly 
take all possible steps to ensure early transmission of all the five documents 
mentioned at para 2(ii), 2(iii), 2(iv), 2(v) and 2(vi) of the letter No 
2S1/12/I/2000-PS dated November 13, 2003 of the Cabinet Secretariat. A 
reminder has been sent to the said Secretary on February 9, 2004 requesting him 
to kindly give the matter his anxious thought and take appropriate action to 
ensme transmission of the documents in question to the Commission with 
utmost despatch Further development in the matter is still awaited. 

14 Commission's Notice to the public has been published on March 19, 2004 in The 
China f’ost. a leading English daily of Taiwan, to explore the possibility of 
getting available evidence in Taiwan. In response to the notice, a letter by 
e-mail has been received from one NR1 Indian based in Taiwan. Further 
i espouse is awaited. 

15 One set of three documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose received by 
the Ministry of External Affairs. Government of India, from the Japanese 
Ministry of Foreign A flairs, has been forwarded to the Commission with do. 
letter No ,25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated February 20, 2004 of the Director (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs. Government of India, addressed to the Secretary of 
the Commission. Those documents have since been perused and kept on record. 
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!(■ I'mtlk'i !o the position staled in para 7 of the Status Report as on 29.01.0-1, it 
need be mentioned that do letter No. 25. -t/NGO/Yol XI dated March 15, 200-1 
of the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 
India, addressed to th.e Secretary of the Commission lias been received by the 
Commission on 31 03.04, which speaks of the outcome ot the efforts made by 
India-Taipei Association (ITA), a Non-Governmental Office in Taipei, at the 
request of the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, for assistance, 
inter alia, in obtaining the requisite documents concerning the alleged air crash 
ni Taihuku on August IS, 1945. The said d o. letter further states, inter alia, : 
“the India- Taipei Association (ITA) has identified the following constraints and 
difficulties in pursuing investigations in Taiwan in the context of the specitic 
requirements spelt out by the JMCl :- 


• “Visit to the operational domestic airport in Taipei is feasible only 
offer obtaining necessary permissions from the local government 
agencies. 

• The Military Hospital does not exist any more, nor is anyone aware 
of where it existed. 

« The Municipal Crematorium in Taipei where the body of Netaji 
was allegedly cremated does not exist anymore. 

• Taiwan's National Archives does not have any record of the crash 
of the military aircraft. vVhich allegedly carried Netaji aboard it. 

« The ITA’s attempts to locate related records, documents and 
material information, from Taiwan’s National Archives, National 
Central Library, Department of Health, Ministry of National 
Defence, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taipei Municipal authorities 
and the Airport authorities, have proved to be unsuccessful so far. 

• There is no information as to whether the site of the alleged plane 
crash, the site of the Japanese Military field Hospital, etc. still 
remain. It is highly improbable that these sites would remain, 
given the rapid economic development witnessed in Taiwan during 
the past fifty years" 

and on the basis thereof, the Joint Secretary has observed as follows : 

“The abov e inputs not-withstanding. if the Commission were to decide in 
favour of a visit to Taiwan, the ITA would be requested to extend all 
possible assistance to any visiting JMCl team. We trust that the 
Commission would appreciate the sensitivities involved and would avoid 
public mention of the assistance being sought from the ITA. The India- 
Taipei Association (ITA) is a non-governmental office in Taipei and if there 
are to be any references to the ITA in JMCI’s reports, it should be 
characterised as such. It may also be noted that as a non-governmental 
office. ITA will not be able to incur any expenditure on behalf ol a visiting 
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JMC1 team. which will have to cany necessary funds to take care ol likely 

expenses " 



17 On being diiected by the Commission, its Secretary had a discussion with 
Shii llakesh. Joint Secretary (IS). Ministry of Home Affairs. Government ol 
India, on April 2. 20<M regarding some important pending matteis including 
the pioposed \isit of the Commission to Taiwan and in pursuance of the said 
discussion the do letter No.JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/ZOUO-OI/VOflllJ/OS 
d.iied April o, 2<>04 of the Sccrciarv was sent bv Speed Post to Shii Kakesli, 
.[(lint Secretary. Ministrv of Home .AtJ.iirs, (iovernment ol India, wherein 
the latter's attention was drawn to para 5 of the d o. letter No 25/4/NGO- 
VOo! \'ili dated September 23. 2002 of die then Joint Secretary (CNV). 
Ministrv id' External AITairs. Government of India, addressed to the 
Sectetarv of the Commission which read as follows ; 


'5 \ 1 1 1 A may also kindly note that this Ministry would render 

assistance in making the logistics nnangernents in Taipei but will not be 
in a position to make any payments on behalf ol the Commission 
Pa\ nient for all services in Taipei, including hotel accommodation, 
transportation and interpretation, will therefore need to be made diiectly 
by die Commission itself.” 

Shii Rnkcsh was icijuested in the said d o. letter dated April 6, 2001 to spell 
out the nature and extent of the logistics arrangements mentioned in the 
afoiesaid pata 5 as also to clarify whether the logistics arrangements promised 
to be made with the assistance of the Ministry of External Attains include 
lescivation of hotel accommodation, arrangements for transport, interpretation, 
photouraphv, etc. in Taipei . subject, of course, to the condition that payment 
should be made directly by the Commission and whether or not sanction of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs. Government of India, is required tor making the said 
payment by the Commission. It was also stated therein : “if expenditure cannot 
be incurred specifically on account of visit to Taiwan then it would be well-nigh 
impossible for the Commission to undertake visit to Taiwan ’ No reply to the 
queries raised in the said do. letter dated April 6. 200-1 has yet been received 

IK The extension of the term of the Commission for a further period of one year 
w c f. 15 05.2004 as sought for in Commission’s registered letter No 
J M C C A d m n/9 9-2000G 2( 1 1 ) ‘4 4 3 dated February 17. 2004 addressed to the Joint 
Secretary (IS). Ministry of Home Affairs. Government oflndia. is awaited. 


* 


.JIS! ICE MUKllER.JEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 


Proceedings dated 16.04.2004 (27 th ) held at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, 
Mahajnti Sndan, 166. Chittarnnjan Avenue, Kolkata-700007. 

April i_C> . 2J10 J 

Of the six witnesses summoned today, three witnesses viz. Sliri Viswajit 
Dutta, Smi. Jayanti Bhattacharya and Shri Rishi Ranjan C'liakraborty are present. 

Ol' the three witnesses, Shri Pabitra Kumar Ghosh and Shri Sugata Bose have 
prayed (or adjournment by filing petitions beforehand. Shri Ghosh has, as on the 
ear lier occasions, prayed for adjournment on tire ground of his illness and Sliri Sugata 
Bose, as usual, has prayed for adjournment on the ground that he is not available on 
the date of hearing due to his prior commitments. The other witness, Shri Swadhin 
Sanval is absent without any intimation. 

Shri Viswajit Dutta. Smt. Jayanti Bhattacharya and Sliri Rishi Ranjan 
C'liakraborty have been examined as CWs 11 3, 1 14 and 1 15 respectively. 

Shri Viswajit Dutta (C\Y 113) has testified that “ Shri Abhijii”, the author of 
the hook “ is his pseudonym. 

Two volumes of that book have been marked Exhibits 205 and 206 respectively 

Smt Jayanti Bhattacharya (CW 1 14) has testified that the contents of the 
ailuiavit dated 9/1 2-2003 fried by his elder brother Shri Swadhin Sanyal before the 
Commission are correct She has identified the signature of Shri Swadhin Sanyal on 
the affidavit. The affidavit and the signature of Shri Swadhin Sanyal have been 
marked Exhibits 207 and 207/1 respectively. 


Shri Rishi Ranjan C'liakraborty (CW 1 15) has testified that the statement made 
in the affidavit-dated 7/3/2000 filed by him before the Commission is correct and he 
has identified his signature thereon. The affidavit and his signature have been marked 
Exhibits 20S and 20S/1 respectively. The book titled “India In Crisis:” authored by 
him has been marked Exhibit 209. Copy of the Second Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial 
Lecture 196S has been marked Exhibit 210. 


status re po in 


! he parties have been heard in respect of the status report as on 13/4/2004 

(forenoon ). 

Referring to paragraph 16 of the status report, Shri Nanda Lai 
Chnkraborty (JMCI fl/2000) and Dr. Madhusudan Pal (JMCI 14/2000) have 
submitted that it is absolutely shocking that the Government of India, specially the 
Ministry of Home Affairs is trying ro scuttle trie process of inquiry by not allowing 
the Commission to visit the alleged place of accident in Taihoku. 


DN’A ics! of the tooth brought from Fauabad allegedly ofGumnami Baba has been 
submitted io the Vajpayee Government published as a news item in Bartaman dated 
7,S/2no.' aiul the aniclejn Ananda Ba/ar^Patrika dated 21/12/2003 under the caption 

" ^hssn'4 zatvS ’£>rsrt3 Z} 

r ; - y* , ^ • y"' . 

V'- «'>" t t " atithoried by Shri Nirma’ya Mukherjce and submitted that the said 
wiong news item should be refuted by the Commission arid Shri Nirmalya Mukherjee 
should be summoned to appear before the Commission for his examination relating 
to that article. Shri Bhattacharva has been told that steps in this regard have already 
been taken be releri inu the matter to the Press Council of India 


1'he parties present have 
of documents referred to bv the 


ilso been told that the Commission has prepared a list 
deponents and die documents which were received 
from the Government of India and other sources and that a list of . books referred to 


by the deponents and the books which are in possession of the Commission has also 
been prepared Lastly they have been told that interested deponents may come to the 
Commission office and inspect those lists. 


\ 
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(M. K. Mukherjee) 


Chairman 
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GENT 

10 May 2004 
of Inquiry - Request for Information 


SECRET /„ 

No. Tai/Pol/1/2004 

Subject: Justice Mukheriee Com 
Dear RoxHlr 

I write with reference to your D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/Vol X dated March 10, 2004, 
which was received by us in the bag only on 12 April 2004, seeking information on a list of 
witnesses that JMIC wishes to examine / depose during their visit to Taiwan. 

2. After making enquiries with local authorities, the following is the position ad 

seriatim. 



1 . Mr. Tao Yung M.P. - deceased 

2. Mr. Liu Tsung Han, formerly Vice Chairman of the Overseas Chinese Affairs 
Commission does not live in Taiwan. He is resident in the United States. His last known 
contact address is: 517S Sefiton Avenue. # D Monterey Park, CA 91755, USA and his 
telephone number is 818-3694742. 


3. Mr. Lu Kuo Hwa M.P. - deceased 

4. Mrs. C.C.Huang - wife of former Mayor of Taipei. According to local authorities, the 
former Mayor married twice. No information is available about the whereabouts of either of 
them or their current status. 

5. Prof. Wu chen Tsai - deceased 


6. Mackay Hospital - The hospital still exists at No. 92 Chung Shan North Road, Sec. 2 
Taipei. Tele No. (886-2) 2543-3535 and Fax No. (886-2) 2543-3642. 


a 


7. Airport Accident Records at Taihoku Airport - local authorities have informed us that due 
to the fact that this accident happened during the Japanese occupation of Taiwan, the Civil 
Aeronautics Administration of the Ministry of Transportation and Communications could 
not find any relevant archives and records pertaining to the accident in question. 


L'SV/kWV « cl; 


Yours sincerely 


(Vijay Gokhale) 
Director General 


Smt. Ruchi Ghanshyam, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi 
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REGISTERED WITH A/D. 7 - 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Phone: °^yj/ v y 

y y* ... For INQUIRY INTO THE Alleged DISAPPEARANCE OF Chairman - 2252-2835 

if\^( \ NETAJISUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE, 

r A ‘B ’ B lock, (Third Floo r) 

\p\ 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Koikata-700087 


Chairman - 2252-2835 

Secretary - 2252-2767 

Ojficer 0,1 

Special Duty - 2252 2765 

0/7/cei - 2252-2766/68 




Fax : 033-2252-2765 



^2.^ 0 ^' No. JMCI/Stat.Rept./99-2000/33AtTI)/31(4) 

From . Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 


c-niail : jiik inscb << cal sol »i i m 

May 06, 2004 


To 



1 . The Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, North Block, New Delhi- 1 10001. 

i. The Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

^Government of India, South Block, New Delhi- 1 1 0001. 

3. The Secretary, 

Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India, 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi- 1 10004. 

(4. The Director, 

Intelligence Bureau, .Government of India, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, New Delhi- 1 10001. 


Subject : Status Report from 01.04. 2004 to 30.04.2004. 

Ref : Your Office letter No.I/12014/I/2000-IS(D III) dated 07.02.2000. 


I am directed to forward herewith a 'Status Report’ of the Secretary of Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, for favour of taking necessary action at your end (in 
respect of such of the matters in the Status Report as may be applicable to your Ministry / 
Department / Office). 


Enel : As stated above 


Yours faithfully, 

(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


-V <\ 4 / ro 6 = 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into ihe Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Ci iandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Koikata-700087 

STATUS REPORT 
(From 01.04.2004 to 30.04.2004) 

This Status Report is in continuation of the Status Repoit for the period from 
01.03.2004 to 31.03.2004 forwarded earlier by the Commission to the Secretaries, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, Cabinet Secretariat, as also 
to the Director, Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, for favour of taking 
necessary action at their ends (in respect of such of the matters in the Status Report 
as may be applicable to them). 

The hearing of the Commission was held on April 16, 2004 at 11.00 A.M. at the 
Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Kolkata 
700007. Of the six witnesses summoned, three witnesses were present and 
examined in full. 


Response from the Ministry of External Affairs in respect of a copy of the official 
paper bearing No. 5190, which is an extract from a note of discussion between Lord 
Wavell, the Secretary of State, and R. Arthur Henderson held on 27 th August, as 
collected from the U.K. in course of the visit of the Commission to London, sent to 
the Joint Secretary' (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, (vide 
the Commission’s letter No.JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/375 dated December 
26, 2003) is still awaited. 


By Commission’s letter No. JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/33 1 dated November 
12, 2003, the Joint Secretary' (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 
India, has been requested to report the Commission immediately the present 
position of those matters mentioned in the d o. letter No. 25/4/NGO-VoI.IX dated 
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27.06.2003 of the Ministry which appear to be still pending as also to send an 
exhaustive list of all the archives of the Russian Federation excluding the names of 
the Archives of the countries in the Russian Federation already furnished. Further 
reports as called for are still awaited. 

5 In Commission’s letter No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(III)/517 dated March 25, 2004 
addressed to Shri Vijay Gokhale, Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, his attention has been drawn to the Commission’s 
letter No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(IlI)/245 dated September 5, 2003 and its letter 
No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83 (IU)/23 8 dated September 3, 2003 as also to the 
correspondence made by the Commiss'ion with the Directors, the Centre for DNA 
Finger Printing and Diagnostics, Hyderabad, the Centre for Cellular and Molecular 
Biology, Hyderabad, and the Central Forensic Science Laboratory, Kolkata. Copies 
of the aforesaid letters/correspondence have been furnished with the said letter of the 
Commission dated March 25, 2004 wherein it has also been stated that in view of 
the possible ramifications of taking out the ashes from Renkoji Temple for 
preliminary examination and anthropological evaluation for DNA tests which, the 
Commission feels, can suitably be tackled only by the Government of India as also 
in view of the facts and circumstances stated in the said letter dated March 25, 2004, 
the Hon’ble Chairman of the Commission desires to meet the Hon’ble Minister of 
External Affairs, Government of India, for discussions to sort out the problems of 
DNA tests and Shri Gokhale has accordingly been requested therein to kindly 
arrange a meeting of the Hon’ble Chairman with the Hon’ble Minister of External 
Affairs, Government of India, as early as possible preferably in the first week of 
April, 2004. In reply, the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, has 
intimated : “In view of the Minister’s preoccupation due to forthcoming elections, it 
has been suggested that a meeting could be scheduled after the elections”. 



(a) Particulars of two Japanese DNA experts have recently been received 
from the Central Forensic Science Laboratory, Kolkata, which are being 
examined along with the particulars of the Japanese DNA expert received 
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earlier from the Indian Embassy in Japan through the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Governntent of India. 

(b) The Secretary' of the Commission could learn from Dr. Lalji Singh, 
Director, Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad on 
telephone on April 7, 2004 that necessary laboratory facility for DNA tests 
on the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in Renkoji 
temple, Japan, has since been made available in his Institute. Dr. Singh 
has accordingly been requested by the Secretary of the Commission by his 
d.o. letter No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(III)/2 1 dated April 20, 2004 to 
kindly extend all necessary' help and cooperation for the proposed DNA 
tests of the said alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose as also to 
furnish information about the Japanese DNA expert as earlier requested 
by the Secretary in course of his telephonic conversation with Dr. Lalji 
Singh on April 7, 2004. The response of Dr. Lalni Singh is being awaited. 

7. On being directed by the Commission, its Secretary- had a discussion with Shri 

Rakesh, Joint Secretary (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, on 

April 2, 2004 regarding some important pending matters including the proposed visit 

of the Commission to Taiwan and in pursuance of the said discussion the d.o. letter 

No.JMCI/Overseas-Witnesses/2000-01/70(III)/08 dated April 6, 2004 of the 

Secretary- was sent by Speed Post to Shri Rakesh, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Home 

Affairs, Government of India, wherein the latter’s attention was drawn to para 5 of 

the d o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol..VIII dated September 23, 2002 of the then Joint 

Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, addressed to 

the Secretary of the Commission which read as follows : 

“5. MHA may also kindly note that this Ministry would render 
assistance in making the logistics arrangements in Taipei but will not be 
in a position to make any payments on behalf of the Commission. 
Payment for all services in Taipei, including hotel accommodation, 

„ transportation and interpretation, will therefore need to be made directly 

by the Commission itself.” 
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Sliri Rakesh was requested in the said d.o. letter dated April 6, 2004 to spe 
out the nature and extent of the “logistics arrangements in Taipei” mentioned in the 
aforesaid para 5 as also to clarify whether the logistics arrangements promised to 
be made with the assistance of the Ministry of External Affairs include reservation 
of hotel accommodation, arrangements for transport, interpretation, photography, 
etc. in Taipei , subject, of course, to the condition that payment should be made 
directly by the Commission and whether or not sanction of the Ministry of Home 
A flairs. Government of India, is required for making the said payment by the 
Commission. It was also stated therein : “If expenditure cannot be incurred 
specifically on account of visit to Taiwan then it would be well-nigh impossible for 
the Commission to undertake visit to Taiwan.” No reply to the queries raised in the 
said d o. letter dated April 6, 2004 has yet been received. 



8 In Commission’s d.o. letter No. JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/5 18 dated March 
25, 2004 addressed to Shri Rakesh, joint Secretary (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, he has been requested to kindly make available to the 
Commission as early as possible a copy of the diary of Lord Mountbatten, if 
necessary by collecting the same through the Indian High Commission in London 
as the said diary is urgently required to be perused by the Commission in view of the 
facts and circumstances stated in the said d.o. letter. 



Pre sent where abouts of all the relevant witnesses examined earlier out side India as 
also of those mentioned anew reportedly living abroad, are yet to be collected and 
the reports regarding availability/non-availability of the relevant documents are yet 
to be obtained/collected from most of the foreign countries concerned by the 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, to make them available to the 
Commission on receipt of which the Commission might be required to draw up 
programmes for its visit to the relevant foreign countries for examination of 
witnesses and documents available there as also for inspection of important relevant 
sites in those countries. 



10. The report of the Indian Consulate of St. Petersburg [as intended to be sent later to 
the Commission in para 4 of the d.o: letter No.24/4/NGO-Vol.IX(Il) dated June 1 1, 
2003 of the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 
India, addressed to the Secretary of the Commission] is yet to be received by the 
Commission in spite of several reminders to the said Ministry. 

11. By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70(iI)/288 dated 

16.10.03 addressed to Shri Vijoy Gokhale, Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of 
External Aflairs, Government of India, his attention has been drawn to the copy of 
the enclosure captioned, “Directive to the Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers” bearing dated August 14, 1945 forwarded with his do. letter 

No.25/4/NGO-Vo!.IX dated May 7, 2003 and he has been requested to kindly 
obtain through the Indian Mission in the USA authenticated copies of the (1) 
Proclamation, and (2) Instrument of Surrender which appear to have been enclosed 
to the original copy of the aforesaid directive bearing dated 14.08.1945. The 
documents called for are yet to be received. 

12. The blood samples of Smt. Tripti Nag, daughter of one of Netaji’s elder sisters and 
Shri Nirupam Som, one of Netaji’s elder sisters’ daughter’s son have been collected 
and made over to the Central Forensic Science Laboratory, Kolkata. Besides, the 
specimen teeth allegedly of one Gumnai Baba of Faizabad, and the blood samples of 
Shi i Sadhan Kar, one of Netaji’s elder sisters’ daughter’s son, Shri Subrata Bose, 
son of Netaji’s elder brother Late Sarat Chandra Bose and Shri Dwarka Nath Bose, 
son of Netaji’s elder brother Late Sunil Chandra Bose, had earlier been made over to 
the CFSL, Kolkata. By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(IU)/371 
dated December 22, 2003 the Director, CFSL, Kolkata has been requested for 
D.N.A. profiling tests to fix the identity of the person to whom the said teeth 
belonged. The report of the Director, CFSL, Kolkata, is awaited. 

3. The report of the third handwriting expert to whom the specimen handwritings of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and the first bunch of the documents containing a 
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number of questioned handwriting allegedly of ‘Gumnami Baba’, Faizabad, have 
been made over on August 28, 2003 for necessary comparison of those two sets of 
handwritings, is yet to be received. Two documents bearing handwritings and 
signatures of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, which are said to be lying in the State 
Archives of the Government of West Bengal, were called for from the Home 
Department of the Government of West Bengal to facilitate comparison of the 
alleged handwritings of ‘Gumnami Baba’ with the original handwritings of Netaji by 
the said Handwriting Expert. Only recently the documents called for have been 
received from the Govt, of West Bengal and the same are going to be forwarded to 
the third handwriting expert soon. 

14. By Commission’s letter- No.JMCL/OvcrseasAVitnesses/2000-01/70(ll)/446 dated 
February 18, 2004 addressed to the Director (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, the receipt of the two responses to the notice published in 
Bangkok and Saigon (Vietnam) through the Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, were acknowledged and the Ministry of Home Affairs was 
requested to let the Commission know about other responses to the said notice, if 
any, received subsequently. A copy of the said letter dated February 18, 2004 was 
endorsed to the Director CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
for information and necessary action. Their further response is awaited. 

15. In d o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.Xl dated February 16, 2004 of the Director (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, addressed to the Secretary of the 
Commission it has been stated, inter alia, that reminders have been sent to all the 
Russian witnesses, as requested by the Commission; that Dr. Rybakov has been 
asked to convey his willingness and convenience for appearing as a witness before 
the Commission; that no material on the fate of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was 
found in the Central Archives of the Russian FSB (i.e. erstwhile KGB); that the 
Indian Embassy in Moscow is ascertaining the whereabouts of Mr. Pechenko and is 
continuing its efforts to locate Mr. V.N. Plastun, Mr. A.A. Kolesnikov and Mr. E.M. 
Morosov, while a reminder is being sent to Mr. Komorov; that Academician 


7 




bl 

y 


Bondarovsky, one of the listed witnesses, expired last year, and that the Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India would apprise the Commission “ot further 
progress in the matter on receipt of inputs” from the said Indian Mission. Further 
progress in the matter is yet to be intimated to the Commission. 



16. By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Overseas/2002-03/70(II)/432 dated February 5, 
2004 Mr. Joseph C. Pereira, who reportedly furnished some information to the 
Indian Consulate in Ho-Chi-Minh City in response to the publication of the notice of 
the Commission, was requested (on the basis of the aforesaid information) to kindly 
send to the Commission a copy of the book, titled, “Kojaka Rebels” published by a 
Singaporean Publisher as also to furnish the Commission with the address of the son 
and the daughter of Mr. Gerald De Cruz, so that the Commission may officially 
approach them to elicit relevant information from them. The response from Mr. 
Pereira is still awaited. 


17. Commission’s Notice to the public has been published on March 19, 2004 in The 
China Post, a leading English daily of Taiwan, to explore the possibility of getting 
available evidence in Taiwan. In response to the notice, a letter by e-mail has been 
received from one NRI Indian based in Taiwan. Further response is awaited. 

18. One set of three documents relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose received by the 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, from the Japanese Ministry ot 
Foreign Affairs, has been forwarded to the Commission with d.o. letter 
No.25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated February 20, 2004 of the Director (CNV), Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India, addressed to the Secretary of the 
Commission. Those documents have since been perused and kept on record. 


19. Further to the position stated in para 18 of the Status Report from 01.03.2004 to 
3 1 03.2004 it is pointed out that the copies of some documents referred to in the said 
para appear to have been sent to the Commission by the Ministry of Home Affairs, 


fc 
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Govt, of India, with their letter No. 12014/13/2000-NCB.lI/IS(D.III)(Vol.V) dated 
06 04.2004 received by the Commission on 16.04.2004 which are being examined. 

20. The extension of the term of the Commission for a further period of one year w.e f. 
15.05.2004 as sought for in Commission’s registered letter No. JMCI/Admn/99- 
2000/32(1 1)/443 dated February 17, 2004 addressed to the Joint Secretary (IS), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, is awaited. 



(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 




AAinister(Political) 

Tel: 020 7836 7369 

Fqx:020 7836 6695 


P.M. Meena 



THE HIGH COMMISSION OF 


LONDON WC2B 4NA 


INDIA 

INDIA HOUSE 
ALDWYCH 


A/&- Zsu jPotfl* i « 


May 6, 2004 


Dear Shri Ralte, 

Please refer to Dir(CNV)’s letter No. 25/4/NGO-VolX regarding information 
sought by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry about Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 

The following papers are enclosed which have some information about Netaji 
and INA obtained from the British Library and National Archives, London: 

1 . Extract from New Scotland Yard Report No. 305 dated 29.8.45 - A 

2. Extracts from Note by Military Intelligence dated 14.9.45 - B 

3. Loose Minute of MI 2 regarding Death of Netaji dated 20.1 .47 - C 

4. Statement of Mr. Yoshimi, Medical Captain of the Imperial Japanese 
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Army on the death of Netaji. 


A copy of the letter dated 5.6.03 regarding addresses of forensic science 
laboratories is enclosed. 

With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 




(P.M. Meena) 


Shri L. Ralte, 

Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 








29 tb August, 1945 


SUB1A3 CHANDRA BOSE 


Following the. Japanese report published in the l^ndon 
press of 23rd August stating that subhas Chandra BOSE had 
died as a result of injuries sustained' in an aircraft 
accident, Indians in the Metropolis hare, on the whole, 
shown themselves to be rather sceptical about its authen- 
ticity, but are prepared to believe it Until facts prove 
otherwise. These Indians feel, that their country has loot 
a great patriot and fighter for freedom, but they conoede 
that Bose’s death, although untimely, is a blessing in' •* 
disguise as it will save the Indian people witnessing one 
of their most ardent patriots being humiliated before .a 
British tribunal. 

Among the various individuals who have Expressed their 
feelings on the matter are Chowdry Ali Akbar KHAN, 
Nripatinatb CHOSE, V.S.S .SASTRY, Mohan Lall SiARMA and 
Dr .C.B. VAKIL. 


KHAN claimed that Bose*e death was a great loss} 
he was one of the greatest patriots India had ever produced, 
and was rightly called India’s de Valera. KHAN objected 
to the British press describing Bose as a quisling, and 
added that in Indian eyes, the q.uis lings and traitors were , 
those Indians in the British camp. 

SASTRY regretted that Bose had found it necessary 
to join forces with Japanese imperialists. He said that 
Bose should have remained in India, as did other leaders, 

/ and 
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and carried on the struggle against British imperialism 

SHARMA. described Bose as the most militant and 
uncompromising enemy of the British Raj. He expressed his 
doubts about the truth of the report, but stated that, 
dead or alive, Bose's contribution to the fight tor 
India's independence would not be forgotten. > 

VAKIL, when he heard of the report, said he was 
shocked beyond measure; he, too, considered that- it was 
possible that bobs might be alive, in which case he hoped 
that Bose, that avowed enemy of British imperialism, would 

return to India and continue his fight against the hated Bri 
Raj. 

, ; ’ ->■ e ' - , 

As soon as G-H08S heard the news, he closed Mb establish- 
ment, the L' Orient Restaurant, 56 , St. Giles High Street, 

Yl.G. 



m. 
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THE TRANSFER OF POWER 



Lord Pethick-Lawrence to Sir J. Colville 
Telegram, LjMiljyj 19590: j 176 


secret _ India office, 14 September 1945, 9 am 

No. 20364. Your letter dated 5th March No. 3 8/4. 1 

Future officering of the Indian Forces. H.M.G. have now approved in principle, 
subject to subsequent examination of details, proposals formulated in C.-in-C’s 
memorandum, and I authorise you to place them before your Council. If 
accepted by Council, as I trust they will be, you will no doubt wish to make an 
early announcement which should be synchronised with announcement in this 
country. I should be grateful if you would telegraph text of proposed announce- 
ment in good time for examination here. Since A[ir] Ministry] wish to keep 
open question of either attachment 2 or secondment announcement should not 
commit itself to secondment. 

I presume you will in due course forward proposals for detailed conditions 
of service in amplification of para. 9 of C.in-C’s memorandum, or alternatively 
send a mission to London to discuss such details with the India Office and Ser- 
vice Departments. 

1 Vol. V, No. 297. 2 ‘attachment* deciphered as ‘veto’. 


109 

Note by Military Intelligence ( Extract ) 

L/WS/ 1/1506:/ 44 

secret 14 September ip45 

No. 10005/3/GSI (b) 

SOUTH EAST ASIA COMMAND AND INDIA COMMAND 
FORTNIGHTLY SECURITY INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY NO. 3 

6. The Japanese report of Bose’s death is also a matter of considerable im- 
portance not only in the political arena but also to those concerned with 
security: the continued existence of “Netaji”, possibly underground, would 
undoubtedly maintain the fervour of the many Jifs, military and civilian, who 
came under what was almost a spell, while the confirmed end of their leader 
would probably have something T)f an opposite effect. 

j. The report of Bose’s death was received in most quarters in India with 
sympathy and regret expressed by meetings and hartals, but scepticism widely 
persists. Reactions in Bengal particularly are of interest. It is generally believed 


SEPTEMBER 1945 



no 

Field Marshal Viscount Wavell to Mr Jimtah 

L/P&S/ 13/1265:/ 37 

No. 295/2/G. new delhi, 16 September, 1945 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Youjcnow from my Private Secretary’s letter dated August 26 1 the circum- 
stances in which I have not been able to reply until now to your telegram of 
August 22 2 on the situation in Kashmir, for which I thank you. 

1 Acknowledging No. 55 and saying that Lord Wavell would reply on his return from London. 
L/P&S/13/1265: f 74. 

2 No. 55. 


fiete that the news has been faked with Japanese connivance and that Bose has 
JT ne underground to re-appear at the correct psychological moment, which 
rmay be provided by the installation of a National Government or by a decision 
by the existing Government to take a very lenient view of the treachery of 
Bose and the I.N. A. Political circles in the province have been greatly interested 
. in the recent news item which alleged that Bose had been seen alive in Saigon 
after the aircraft accident. 

8. Where the report has been generally accepted there is a feeling of dis- 
' appointment that Bose will now be unable to return to his homeland to take 
his “rightful place”; that he would have been forgiven by Government is taken 
almost for granted, particularly in view of the delicate political situation. 
Bose’s case is of course inextricably bound up with the future of captured 
members of the I.N. A. Press comments in relation to both betray readiness 
to minimize their offence and to emphasise the patriotic though misguided 
motives and, in respect of the I.N.A., the extremity and violence of enemy 
pressure, from which these offences are alleged to have sprung. There is, further, 
in some papers an undercurrent of malicious satisfaction that Bose and his men 
found opportunity for this misguided activity. Jawaharlal Nehru, as was to be 
expected, has aired his views freely on the subject, in mischievous terms. 
While' recognizing the “English approach” to this question he stresses the 
importance of the “Indian approach”. 

9. Bose’s established death would solve the difficult problem of dealing with 
him but his patriotism and activities, even though from the wrong side of the 
fence, are likely to hold an important place in the nationalist mind, particularly 
that of the young Bengali; one politician even declared that his “legend will 
continue to inspire the people and steel them in their determination to free 
India and Asia from Imperialism”. 
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copy. 


jUw ?/>* 


STATi^tufT OF YOSHBJI TANEYOSHI, CAPTAIN (MEDICAL) CP THE 
WITH REGARD TO THE DEATH CP ONE CHANDRA BCSE, WHO DIED AT 
1 8th DAY CP AUGUST, 1945* 


CdrfH &£/V "TiAL- 


I, TANEYCSHI YCSHIMI, Captain (Medical) of the Imperial 
present at Stanley Gaol, Hong Kong, having observed a statement^ 
newspaper, requesting information regarding the death of Chandra 
my own free will to place any knowledge I have of this matter at the disposal of 
the Authorities requiring it. To the best of* my ability and memory I hear state 
the events surrounding the death of Chandra Bose. 



In August, 1945, I was the Senior Officer at the NANM2N Military Hospital, 
Talhoku, Formosa. At about 1700 hrs on the 18th day of August, 1945 a truck 
driven up before the hospital contained several men who bad been injured in an 
aeroplane crash. Two of the men were Indians, and the remainder, about five or 
six in number were Japanese. One of the Japanese, a Staff Officer with the rank 
of Lt-Colonel whose name I cannot properly recall, but believe was Ishii -something, 
informed me that one of the Indians, pointing him out, was Chandra Bose and that I 
was not to spare nyself and must give him the very best of treatment. I immediate- 

ly gave instructions for seme medical orderlies to go a prepare a bed, and for 
others to carry in the Injured man. 


Whan he was laid on the bed, I personally cleaned his injuries with oils and 
dressed them. He was suffering from extensive burns over the whole of his body, 
though the most serious were those on his head, chest and thighs. There was very 
little left on his head in the way of hair or other identification marks. During 
the first four hours he was ssni-concious, and practically normal, speaking quite 
a good deal. The first words I remember him speaking were in Japanese, when he 
made a request for water, which had to be fed to him through a hospital cup with 
a spout. As most of his speaking was in English, a request for an interpreter 
was made, and one was sent from the Civil Government Offices named NAKAMURA. He 
informed me that he had very often interpreted for Chandra Bose and had had many 
conversations with him. He appeared to have no doubt that the man he was speaking 
with was Chandra Bose. luring the treating of his injuries, I twice inquired of 
Chandra Bose if he was in any pain, and neither time did he make any answer. After 
about four hours, I inquired whether there was any statement, will, or such matter 
he wished to make. He answered "Nothing". After the fourth hour he appeared to 
be sinking into unconciousness. He murmered, and muttered in his state of coma, 
but never regained conciousness. At about 23oo hrs. he died. There was apart 
from the injuries mentioned above, abrasions on his elbows and knees. There were 
no fractures. 


The other Indian was a Chandra Bose’s Adjutant, a Colonel of the Indian 
National Amy, who was suffering from burns to the sides of his head, aims, hands 
and knees. I do not remember this mans name, but recall that it was a very long 
one. He was a very tall man, about six feet or over, medium build, and clean 
shaven. 

It was the wish of this Colonel, and also that of the authorities that the 
remains of Chandra Bose should be transported to Tokyo, and to facilitate t his I 
injected. Formalin into the body, and also had the coffin partly filled with line * 
The whole was put in a box, and on the 20th August, was taken to Taihoku airport 
for transporting to Japan, in charge of Warrant Officer NISHL W. 0. Nishi returned 
later and informed me that the body could for some unknown reason, not be taken to 
Japan, and was to be sent to the crematorium for cremation. I therefore made out 
a Death Certificate, stating the causes of death to be extensive burning and shock. 
The orders for this change of plans came from the Adjutant’s Department, Taiwan A Bf 

On the morning of the 19th August, Colonel Miyata, Staff Officer of General 
Ando came to the hospital to express mourning on behalf of General Ando and his 
staff, and 
deceased, 
staff were 
was as far 
September, 

/Of. ..... ' 


as is our custom brought gifts of flowers, fruits and cakes for the 
The news of the death of Chandra Bose was kept a secret, and I and ny 
warned not to divulge that we knew who it was that had died. The new 
as I can remariber published in the public press early in the month of j 

1945. J 
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FTAT LiMENT OF 1 YOSHIMI TANEfOSHI CONTINUED 

the other passengers of the aircraft I have sane direct and sore information 
which was told to me. As far as I could make oat, the aircraft , carrying Chardra 
Bose, his Adjutant and about ten or twelve others (Japanese), took off from the 
Taihoku Air Port, and after rising to a height of about thirty feet, suddenly burst 
into flames and crashed to the ground. A Major-General 3HUJBI and two others 
were killed, or unable to escape and were burned with the plane. The others 
escaped or were rescued, and were brought to Nanmon Hospital. The two pilots, 
'"Warrant Officer (later 2/LU ) AOYAGI and a Sergeant Major. , were both burned, but 
after remaining in ny care for about two or three weeks had practically recovered 
and were transferred to the Hokuto Military Hospital were I later heart', they had 
died, about three weeks after admittance. 

The Indian Colonel, Adjutant to Chandra Bose, remained in my care for about 
10 days, and was then sent to the Hokuto Military Hospital. The inteipreter 
Nakamura went up there with him, and I have no knowledge of what became? of either 
of them. I do know however that the ashes of Chandra Bose were handec over to 
the Indian Colonel. 

There is nothing more I can remanber of this matter, at the preset t, but will 
give thought to it, and anything of importance I later ranember I will disclose. 

Signed at Stanley Gaol, this 19th Day of October, 194-6. 



»»»*•• 


Name in Block letters. YOSHIMI TAFTELroSHL 


CERTIFICATE OP INlidffRHI'Hk. 

I, HANAGAKI Y0SFH0, state that I truly and correctly translated the above 
* statement made by YOSHIMI IANEYOSHI, into Ehglish, and saw it taken down by 

Captain A.R. Turner. I later read over the whole of the above statement in the 
Japanese language, and YOSHIMI TANEYOSHI agreed and then signed the above statonent, 
in the presence of myself and Captain A. R. Turner. 

Signed at Stanley Gaol, this 19th Day of October, 1946. 


Name in Block Letters. HANAGAKI YC8HI0. 


I, ALFRED RAYMOND TURNER took the above statement of YOSHIMI TANEYCsrix, 
regard to the death of Chandra Bose, and the Certificate of the Interpreter 
HANAGAKI YOSHIO at Stanley Gaol, this 19th day of October, 1946, duly witnessing 
their signatures. 


A. R. TURNER. 

War Grimes Liaison Section (Formosa). 


Captain. , 




Hong Kong, 

19th Oct. 1946. 


% J 





Vikas Swarup 
Counsellor(Political) 

Tel: 020 7836 7369 
Fax:020 7836 6695 
E-mail: vikas. swarup@hcilondon.net 



THE HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 

INDIA HOUSE 
ALDWYCH 
LONDON WC2B 4NA 


No.Lon/Pol/ 103/ 17/2000 


5 th June, 2003 


The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry wishes to access records of 
communications between General MacArthur and Lord Mountbatten relating to Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. Our Embassy in Washington had approached the National 
Archives of USA and Records Administration, Maryland for the above, but was advised 
that the requisite records may be available in the British Public Record Office. 

I would be grateful for your assistance in ascertaining whether these 
records exist in the British Public Record Office. 


* 


Yours sincerely, 
Sd/- 

(Vikas Swarup) 


Mr. Jonathan Thomson 
Head, India Section 
South Asian Department 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

London 



C 


Copy to Shri Vijay Gokhale, JS(CNV), w.r.t. his letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.VIII dated 
April 22, 2003. Also enclosed is information pertaining to the National Forensic 
Laboratories in the UK. 

Ao*r- • 
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(Vikas Swarup) 
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The Forensic Science Service 

► is an executive agency of the UK Home Office 

* is the market leader in the supply of forensic science services to police forces in England and Wales, 
as well as being a source of training, consultancy, and scientific support for many overseas and 
private sector customers, including law enforcement agencies in 60 countries worldwide. 

► is in the vanguard of forensic science technology and has an unrivalled reputation for the integrity, 
impartiality and accuracy of its findings. 

► employs over 2500 people, including over 1600 trained scientists, many of whom are world authorities 
in their fields. 


► has seven laboratories throughout the country, each one equipped with the latest technology and 
accredited under UKA5 (NAMAS) and B5I QA 9000 series quality standards. 

► examines over half a million items in around 100,000 cases every year, and attends 1,200 crime 
scenes, giving expert evidence in court around 2,500 times each year. 

► invests around £3 million in scientific research through its Research & Service Development unit, 
which is recognised as being at the leading edge of research into forensic science techniques. 


* 



http://www.forensic.gov.uk/forensic/corporate/intro.htm 
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FSS: Purpose of the FSS 
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Purpose of the Forensic Science Service 



The * - > Pioneered the use at />/VA profiling in forensic science and set 
"he world's first national criminal intelligence DNA Data case - 
.chez in April 1995. 


The purpose of the FSS is to serve the administration of justice 
principally by providing scientific support in the investigation of 
crime and expert evidence to the courts. It aims to do so with 
efficiency, effectiveness and economy. 



As part of the Home Office, the FSS was established as an Executive Agency in April 
1991. In April 1996, the FSS was merged with the Metropolitan Police Forensic 
Science Laboratory - becoming a truly national service. It is by far the largest 
supplier of forensic science services in the UK. 


On April 1, 1999 the FSS was given Trading Fund status, which allows it to retain 
surplus cash at the end of each financial year and carry it over to the next - to be 
spent on improving the service to customers. 


The FSS is a non-profit making organisation. Charging by the FSS, which began in 
1991, was born out of the 1988 Parliamentary Committee on Home Affairs so that 
its capacity could be aligned with the demand for its services. 


This has enabled the FSS to develop commercially and offer services to private, 
public and overseas customers as well as the 43 police forces in England and Wales 
and other police forces such as the Ministry of Defence Police and British Transport 
Police as well as the Crown Prosecution Service and HM Customs and Excise 


For the past 30 years, it has run a research facility which has been responsible for 
many significant forensic science breakthroughs and innovations - particularly in the 
application of DNA technology. 


The FSS pioneered the use of DNA profiling in forensic science and set up the world's 
first national criminal intelligence DNA Database - launched in April 1995. 


The Database matches DNA samples from scenes of crime - for example from blood 
or semen - and matches them with individuals or other crime. 


The FSS deals with around 100,000 cases each year. Scientists give evidence in 
court around 2,510 times and attend around 1,200 crime scenes. 


© Crown Copyright 2002 
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FSS: International Services Introduction 


International Activities 

The FSS's international activities are focussed in providing 
direct support for Central Governments aims and objectives. 

We work closely with other Government Departments and 
provide scientific expertise, casework support and consultancy 
in liaison with; 

► The Home Office European Integration Unit 

► The Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

► The Department for International Development 

► Specialist units and departments dealing with 

► International terrorism 

► International organised crime, particularly where it has an impact on 
Organised Crime in the United Kingdom 

► The National Criminal Intelligence Service 

► Interpol 

► HM Customs and Excise 



Page [ of 1 
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► British Police Forces investigating crime involving British Nationals abroad 


We are actively involved in the European Union funded PHARE Institution Building 
Twinning programme providing support to Candidate Countries negotiating accession 
to the European Union. Under this programme we provide long-term advisors and 
Short Term Expert's delivering training and consultancy in a number of Justice and 
Home Affairs related projects. 


Our areas of activity include assistance in developing DNA Databases, Quality 
Management Systems, strategic development, awareness and technical training. 


We have been involved in PHARE projects in Poland, have recently finished a 15- 
month project in the Czech Republic and are about to deliver a 2-year project in 
Lithuania. 


More details about the United Kingdom's contribution to the PHARE programme can 
be found on the FCO's website www.fco.gov.uk. 

Other countries where we have been active in the last 12 months include Romania, 
Latvia, Greece, Serbia, Kuwait and Sierra Leone. 


The FSS is also an active member of the European Network of Forensic Science 
Institutes (ENFSI) and its various Working Group's. ENFSI's role is to promote good 
practice and co-operation between its 41 members from 27 countries. 


Email us: internationalservices@fss.org.uk 


Telephone: +44 (0) 121 329 5283 
Telephone: +44 (0) 121 329 5286 


© Crown Copyright 2002 
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Enquiry Form | Contact Numbers | Enquiry Centre 

Please note that the Scenesafe email address should ONLY be used 
Scenesafe related matters. 

General enquiries should be directed to the FSS using the 
Enquiries form. Alternatively, send an email to 

webmktg@fss.org.uk. 

Contact numbers for the Forensic Science Service: 




Chief Executives/Corporate Office and Birmingham Headquarters 
Telephone: +44 (0)121 607 6800 
Facsimile: +44 (0)121 622 5889 

Chepstow Forensic Science Laboratory 

Telephone: +44 (0)1291 637100 
Facsimile: +44 (0)1291 629482 

Chorley forensic Science Laboratory 

Telephone: +44 (0)1257 224300 
Facsimile: +44 (0)1257 274752 

DNA Helpline 

Telephone: +44 (0)121 606 2950 

Huntingdon Forensic Science Laboratory 

Telephone: +44 (0)1480 825000 
Facsimile: +44 (0)1480 450079 

London Forensic Science Laboratory 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7230 6700 
Facsimile: +44 (0)20 7230 6253 


Scenesafe'"' Unit 

Telephone:+44 (0)1257 224485 
Facsimile: +44 (0)1257 234866 
Email: Sc enesafe(R) Un it (scenesafe@fss.org.uk) 


Wetherby Foiensic Science Laboratory 

Telephone: +44 (0)1937 548100 
Facsimile: +44 (0)1937 587683 


© Crown Copyright 2002 

Site produced and maintained in-house by the FSS. 
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Senior 


management structure 



Chief Executive 

Dr. Dave Werrett 

Dave became Chief Executive in October 2001 - and lists his priorities as 
sharpening the focus on customer needs and understanding, improving timeliness 
of work and establishing an innovative programme of research focusing on crime 
and criminality. 

Chief Scientist 


Dr. Bob Bramley - rkb@fss.org. uk 

The Chief Scientist has a non executive role in the FSS. He provides independent 
advice on professional standards and related matters, and assurance to the chief 
executive that the quality of casework is under control. 


Customer Relations Director 


Mr. Phil Jones - pjj02@fss.Org.uk 

Phil Jones' role is to lead the customer relations team in working with the customer 
and FSS operations to provide a better service to customers. 

Chief Operating Officer Director 


Dr. Mike Loveland - mrl@fss.org .uk 

Overarches the areas of service delivery, customer relations and human resources 
(HR). 

Business Development Director / Deputy Chief Executive 


Mr. Trevor Howitt - thh@fss.org .uk 

"My primary objective is to ensure that the FSS undertakes those projects, 
initiatives and developments that are required to best equip the FSS to meet 
customers' changing needs over the next five years." 

Finance Director 

Mr. Rod Anthony - rja@fss.org.uk 

Rod looks after finance, procurement, legal and estates. 

Service Delivery Director 

Dr. Peter Twitehett - pjt@fss.org.uk 

"My role is to ensure the delivery of the service our customers need, alongside our 
success as a business. This means driving timeliness and consistency and ensuring 
that we make best use of well trained and motivated staff." 

Information Systems Adviser 


Mr. Colin Bradley - cbr@fss.org.uk 

"My role is to assist the executive board and the senior management in the 
business to deliver the key components of the information systems strategy in 
support of our Corporate Change Programme. 

Communications Director 

Mr. Alan Matthews - amt02@fss.org .uk 


http://www.forensic.gov.uk/forensic/corporate/directors.htm 
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Senior management structure 


"There are two main strands of our work which reflect the two way process of 
communication itself. Firstly, to listen to our customers and ensure that the FSS 
quickly identifies any developing customer and stakeholder requirements. Our 
second focus will be to communicate effectively," 


Page 2 of 2 



Corporate Change Programme Director 


Mrs. Becky Sparkes - rls@fss.org.uk 

"I am responsible for ensuring that the bulk of our investment activity supports our 
business strategy and attains the goals set out in the corporate and business plan." 

^ Planning Unit Director 

Miss Alison Cobban - ajc@fss.0rg.uk 

Alison heads up the new planning unit. The work of the unit will be to ensure that 
the corporate and business plan is continually updated, keeping the planning 
process continuous. 


© Crow n Co py r i qht 2002 
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|-| . Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Phone: 

Kff /'f . J , For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of chairman - 252-2835 

— " VTTCrf — * NetajiSubhas Chandra Bose. sectary -252-2767 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) sfecZi Duty - 252-2765 

1 /A Mirza Ghalib Strega Kolkata 7GJ 0&,7 - 252-2766/68 

e-mail : i nicinscb@cal.3.vsnl.nct.in 


Far : 009! -033-252-2765 


No JMC!/Overseas-Witnes s/2 OOO-O; 

70(iii)/29. 



g, 

Kolkata, dated, 5th May '04. 


From : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd,), 
Officer on Special Duty 


To 



Shri Vi jay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) , 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi - 110001, 


ff 



1 : 7=1 Hi! 

sir. 

In inviting a reference ton the Commission's 
registered letter No. JMCl/Over steas/witnesses /2002-2003/ 

j ,) 1 ' 

70(Vol.Il) /188 dated 05.8.2003 (copy enclosed for ready 
reference) , I am directed to state that reply thereto 
is yet to be received. 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to kindly 
expedite reply. 


Enclo : As stated above. Yours faithfully, 

— "V 

( M. Roy ) 

<; Officer on Special Duty 

#VVl 
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JMl i Over seas/Ki ttiesses/2QC2*»03/70 
{Vol.II)/183. 


Koikata. d:ilal. 5th August’ 03. 


From : Shri M. Roy, IAS, (Retd,), 
Officer on Special Duty 


To : Shri Vi jay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001, 

Sir , 

I am directed to refer to the suggestion given 
in the third para of the letter dated 23.06,03 of 
!.:y. Chief of Mission, Embassy of the U.S.A, enclosed to 
your d.o. letter No. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol. IX(I) dated 15,07.03 
and to request you to kindly send particulars of some 
suitable willing Indian Scholars or students of post 
graduate class preferably of Law/ History/Political 
Science /Economics etc. indicating/sugges tiny the rate 
of remuneration, if any, acceptable to them unless they 
would agree to go the job of archival research at 
varioxis American repositories of historical documents 
relevant to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose free of 
remunerations, for academic interest or for their love 
and respect for Netaji. 



Yours faithfully, 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 



W ( v kXs Cclm A } 
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AMBASSADOR 


Most Imm 


No.Tok/102/02/03 



STRrT TT TT^dlSW, dtfoqY 

Embassy of India Ov^J 

2*11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 

Phone : (03) 3265-5036 
Fax: (03) 3262-2301 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 

9 th April, 2004 


Rev.Mochizuki, the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, where 
remains said to be of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are kept, called on me today at 
his request. 





2. Mochizuki recalled the visit of the Justice Mukherjee Commission and 
uires made by it in Tokyo in September 2002. He said his understanding was 

that two previous Commissions of Enquiry had conclusively determined that the 
remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo were indeed those of Netaji Subash 
Chandra Bose. Even so, he had welcomed and co-operated with the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission in its deliberations at the Renkoji Temple and in Tokyo. He 
had done so in the hope that a final determination would be made that the remains 
were those of Netaji so that the casket containing them could be returned to 
India. 

3. Mochizuki said that the members of the Bose Academy [comprising former 
associates of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose in Japan] had unfortunately created a 
misunderstanding. This had prevented the proposed DNA test which would have 
facilitated a final conclusion. He also said he had come to meet me without 
informing the members of the Bose Academy* and requested that his conversation 
with me be kept confidential. 


4. Mochizuki made the following submissions with regard to the matter under 
discussion: 

[i] Even though he had some reservations from a spiritual angle, he 
would have no objection to a DNA test being conducted on the mortal 
remains in his custody. 


* Mochizuki's assertion that he came to meet me without the knowledge of the Bose Academy is somewhat 
strange because his visit was fixed through a phone call from a member of the Academy , Mr. Okuda, who was 
an Intelligence Officer attached to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose . Prior to the meeting , Okuda conveyed to 
DCM that Mochizuki would suggest that India should formally propose a DNA test on the contents of the 
casket Mochizuki's strange misrepresentation in the matter appears to be part of a pattern of behaviour on 
his part which was evidenced again in the meeting . 


[ii] Government of India should make a formal request for 
conducting such a DNA test. 

[iii] After the DNA test has been conducted and the remains are 
confirmed to be those of Netaji, he would hand over to India the 
casket containing the ashes but he should be allowed to keep a portion 
of the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

5. I feel that Rev.Mochizuki's proposal should receive serious consideration. 

6. I should mention that Rev.Mochizuki has been less than straightforward in 
his dealings with the Embassy. He claims that the Bose Academy was responsible 
for the misunderstanding that halted the proceedings of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission and the DNA test. In a letter dated January 23, 2003 addressed to 
the then Ambassador Aftab Seth, Smt.Krishna Bose, MP had, however, stated: 
"...my son Sugata Bose, Gardiner Professor of History at Harvard 
University ...visited the Renkoji Temple on 15 th January, 2003; he found that the 
Priest Rev.Mochizuki was deeply disturbed by the way the officials of the Embassy 
had ordered him to open the casket containing Netaji's mortal remains without any 
proper explanation as to the purpose it may serve". 

7. As pointed out to the Ministry in earlier communications, nothing could be 
farther from the truth. Hon'ble Justice Mukherjee had desired to open the casket 
when he conducted a hearing of the Commission at the Renkoji Temple in 
September 2003. This could not be done and he had conveyed clearly to 
Rev.Mochizuki that he would be requesting Embassy officials to do the needful 
after the departure of the Commission from Tokyo. Rev.Mochizuki co-operated 
fully with the two officials when they inspected and photographed the remains in 
the casket. His subsequent objection was, therefore, somewhat surprising and 
appears to be an after thought. 

8. As the Ministry is aware, Rev.Mochizuki is the recipient of a substantial 
annual largesse of Yen 1 million from us for looking after the remains in the casket 
in Renkoji Temple. His somewhat odd behaviour and his repeated 
misrepresentations on small as well as crucial matters seem to flow from the fact 
that he has a vested interest in the matter prolonging itself. The new request 
made by Rev.Mochizuki for retaining a portion of the remains in Tokyo before 
sending the casket to India would seem to support this conclusion. 

9. In view of what Rev.Mochizuki has conveyed to me, I would recommend the 
following alternative courses of action: 


[i] That we issue a formal letter to Rev.Mochizuki suggesting a 
DNA test to bring the matter to its logical conclusion. [If the remains 
are confirmed to be those of Netaji, we would have to address the 
request of Rev.Mochizuki to keep a portion of the remains before the 
casket is taken to India]. 

[ii] That we request Rev.Mochizuki to hand over the casket to us 
immediately; it can be kept in the custody of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission in Kolkata while a DNA test is conducted on a sample of 
the remains. 

10. In view of the national importance of the issue, its relation to a judicial 
commission, and the sensitivities involved, I will be grateful for your advice on how 
we should respond to the points made by Rev. Mochizuki and proceed further in 
the matter. Kindly also let me know your reaction to the two alternative proposals 
mentioned in para 9 above in consultation with all concerned, including perhaps 
such surviving members of the Bose clan as considered appropriate. 


Yours sincerely. 


Sd/- 

[Mani Tripathi] 


Shri Shashank, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, NEW DELHI 

Copy to: 

1. Shri Ashok K.Kantha, Joint Secretary[EA], Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi. 

2. Smt.Ruchi Ghanashyam, Joint Secretary[CNV], Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi. 



[Mani Tripathi] 
Ambassador 





Embassy of India 
— 2^ 11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 


No.Tok/102/02/03 



/ 


Rev.Mochizuki, the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, where 
remains said to be of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are kept, called on me today at 
his request. 

r 

2. Mochizuki recalled the visit of the Justice Mukherjee Commission and 
enquires made by it in Tokyo in September 2002. He said his understanding was 
that two previous Commissions of Enquiry had conclusively determined that the 
remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo were indeed those of Netaji Subash 
Chandra Bose. Even so, he had welcomed and co-operated with the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission in its deliberations at the Renkoji Temple and in Tokyo. He 
had done so in the hope that a final determination would be made that the remains 
were those of Netaji so that the casket containing them could be returned to 
India. 

3. Mochizuki said that the members of the Bose Academy [comprising former 
associates of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose in Japan] had unfortunately created a 
misunderstanding. This had prevented the proposed DNA test which would have 
facilitated a final conclusion. He also said he had come to meet me without 
informing the members of the Bose Academy* and requested that his conversation 
with me be kept confidential. 

4. Mochizuki made the following submissions with regard to the matter under 
discussion: 

[i] Even though he had some reservations from a spiritual angle, he 
would have no objection to a DNA test being conducted on the mortal 
remains in his custody. 


* Mochizuki's assertion that he came to meet me without the knowledge of the Bose Academy is somewhat 
strange because his visit was fixed through a phone call from a member of the Academy, Mr.Okuda, who was 
an Intelligence Officer attached to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Prior to the meeting , Okuda conveyed to 
OCM that Mochizuki would suggest that India should formally propose a DNA test on the contents of the 
casket Mochizuki's strange misrepresentation in the matter appears to be part of a pattern of behaviour on 
his part which was evidenced again in the meeting. 


[ii] Government of India should make a formal request for 
conducting such a DNA test. 

[iii] After the DNA test has been conducted and the remains are 
confirmed to be those of Netaji, he would hand over to India the 
casket containing the ashes but he should be allowed to keep a portion 
of the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

5. I feel that Rev.Mochizuki's proposal should receive serious consideration. 

6. I should mention that Rev.Mochizuki has been less than straightforward in 
his dealings with the Embassy. He claims that the Bose Academy was responsible 
for the misunderstanding that halted the proceedings of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission and the DNA test. In a letter dated January 23, 2003 addressed to 
the then Ambassador Aftab Seth, Smt. Krishna Bose, MP had, however, stated: 
”...my son Sugata Bose, Gardiner Professor of History at Harvard 
University ....visited the Renkoji Temple on 15 th January, 2003; he found that the 
Priest Rev.Mochizuki was deeply disturbed by the way the officials of the Embassy 
had ordered him to open the casket containing Netaji's mortal remains without any 
proper explanation as to the purpose it may serve". 

7. As pointed out to the Ministry in earlier communications, nothing could be 
farther from the truth. Hon'ble Justice Mukherjee had desired to open the casket 
when he conducted a hearing of the Commission at the Renkoji Temple in 
September 2003. This could not be done and he had conveyed clearly to 
Rev.Mochizuki that he would be requesting Embassy officials to do the needful 
after the departure of the Commission from Tokyo. Rev.Mochizuki co-operated 
fully with the two officials when they inspected and photographed the remains in 
the casket. His subsequent objection was, therefore, somewhat surprising and 
appears to be an after thought. 

8. As the Ministry is aware, Rev.Mochizuki is the recipient of a substantial 
annual largesse of Yen 1 million from us for looking after the remains in the casket 
in Renkoji Temple. His somewhat odd behaviour and his repeated 
misrepresentations on small as well as crucial matters seem to flow from the fact 
that he has a vested interest in the matter prolonging itself. The new request 
made by Rev.Mochizuki for retaining a portion of the remains in Tokyo before 
sending the casket to India would seem to support this conclusion. 

9. In view of what Rev.Mochizuki has conveyed to me, I would recommend the 
following alternative courses of action: 


[i] That we issue a formal letter to Rev.Mochizuki suggesting a 
DNA test to bring the matter to its logical conclusion. [If the remains 
are confirmed to be those of Netaji, we would have to address the 
request of Rev.Mochizuki to keep a portion of the remains before the 
casket is taken to India]. 


[ii] That we request Rev.Mochizuki to hand over the casket to us 


* 


immediately; it can be kept in the custody of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission in Kolkata while a DNA test is conducted on a sample of 
the remains. 

10. In view of the national importance of the issue, its relation to a judicial 
commission, and the sensitivities involved, I will be grateful for your advice on how 
we should respond to the points made by Rev. Mochizuki and proceed further in 
the matter. Kindly also let me know your reaction to the two alternative proposals 
mentioned in para 9 above in consultation with all concerned, including perhaps 
such surviving members of the Bose clan as considered appropriate. 



Yours sincerely, 



[Mani Tripathi] 


Shri Shashank, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, NEW DELHI 

Copy to: 

1. Shri Ashok K.Kantha, Joint Secretary[EA], Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi. 

2. Smt.Ruchi Ghanashyam, Joint Secretary[CNV], Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi. 


Sd/- 

[Mani Tripathi] 
Ambassador 
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Rev.Mochizuki, the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, where 
remains said to be of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are kept, called on me today at 


yil his request. 


y[cto/} 

NT^e. 
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2. Mochizuki recalled the visit of the Justice Mukherjee Commission and 
enquires made by it in Tokyo in September 2002. He said his understanding was 
that two previous Commissions of Enquiry had conclusively determined that the 
remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo were indeed those of Netaji Subash 
Chandra Bose. Even so, he had welcomed and co-operated with the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission in its deliberations at the Renkoji Temple and in Tokyo. He 
had done so in the hope that a final determination would be made that the remains 
were those of Netaji so that the casket containing them could be returned to 
India. 


3. Mochizuki said that the members of the Bose Academy [comprising former 
associates of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose in Japan] had unfortunately created a 
misunderstanding. This had prevented the proposed DNA test which would have 
facilitated a final conclusion. He also said he had come to meet me without 
informing the members of the Bose Academy* and requested that his conversation 
with me be kept confidential. 

4. Mochizuki made the following submissions with regard to the matter under 
discussion: 

[i] Even though he had some reservations from a spiritual angle, he 
would have no objection to a DNA test being conducted on the mortal 
remains in his custody. 


* Mochizuki's assertion that he came to meet me without the knowledge of the Bose Academy is somewhat 
strange because his visit was fixed through a phone call from a member of the Academy , , Mr.Okuda, who was 
an Intelligence Officer attached to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Prior to the meeting , Okuda conveyed to 
DCM that Mochizuki would suggest that India should formally propose a DNA test on the contents of the 
casket Mochizuki's strange misrepresentation in the matter appears to be part of a pattern of behaviour on 
his part which was evidenced again in the meeting. 


[ii] Government of India should make a formal request for 
conducting such a DNA test. 

[iii] After the DNA test has been conducted and the remains are 
confirmed to be those of Netaji, he would hand over to India the 
casket containing the ashes but he should be allowed to keep a portion 
of the remains in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

5. I feel that Rev.Mochizuki's proposal should receive serious consideration. 

6. I should mention that Rev.Mochizuki has been less than straightforward in 
his dealings with the Embassy. He claims that the Bose Academy was responsible 
for the misunderstanding that halted the proceedings of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission and the DNA test. In a letter dated January 23, 2003 addressed to 
the then Ambassador Aftab Seth, Smt.Krishna Bose, MP had, however, stated: 
”...my son Sugata Bose, Gardiner Professor of History at Harvard 
University ....visited the Renkoji Temple on 15 th January, 2003; he found that the 
Priest Rev.Mochizuki was deeply disturbed by the way the officials of the Embassy 
had ordered him to open the casket containing Netaji's mortal remains without any 
proper explanation as to the purpose it may serve". 

7. As pointed out to the Ministry in earlier communications, nothing could be 
farther from the truth. Hon'ble Justice Mukherjee had desired to open the casket 
when he conducted a hearing of the Commission at the Renkoji Temple in 
September 2003. This could not be done and he had conveyed clearly to 
Rev.Mochizuki that he would be requesting Embassy officials to do the needful 
after the departure of the Commission from Tokyo. Rev.Mochizuki co-operated 
fully with the two officials when they inspected and photographed the remains in 
the casket. His subsequent objection was, therefore, somewhat surprising and 
appears to be an after thought. 

8. As the Ministry is aware, Rev.Mochizuki is the recipient of a substantial 
annual largesse of Yen 1 million from us for looking after the remains in the casket 
in Renkoji Temple. His somewhat odd behaviour and his repeated 
misrepresentations on small as well as crucial matters seem to flow from the fact 
that he has a vested interest in the matter prolonging itself. The new request 
made by Rev.Mochizuki for retaining a portion of the remains in Tokyo before 
sending the casket to India would seem to support this conclusion. 

9. In view of what Rev.Mochizuki has conveyed to me, I would recommend the 
following alternative courses of action: 


[i] That we issue a formal letter to Rev.Mochizuki suggesting a 
DNA test to bring the matter to its logical conclusion. [If the remains 
are confirmed to be those of Netaji, we would have to address the 
request of Rev.Mochizuki to keep a portion of the remains before the 
casket is taken to India], 

[ii] That we request Rev.Mochizuki to hand over the casket to us 
immediately; it can be kept in the custody of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission in Kolkata while a DNA test is conducted on a sample of 

' the remains. 

10. In view of the national importance of the issue, its relation to a judicial 
commission, and the sensitivities involved, I will be grateful for your advice on how 
we should respond to the points made by Rev. Mochizuki and proceed further in 
the matter. Kindly also let me know your reaction to the two alternative proposals 
mentioned in para 9 above in consultation with all concerned, including perhaps 
such surviving members of the Bose clan as considered appropriate. 

Yours sincerely, 



Sd/- 

[Mani Tripathi] 

Shri Shashank, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, NEW DELHI 
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Copy to: 

yl. Shri Ashok K.Kantha, Joint Secretary[EA], Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi. 

2. Smt.Ruchi Ghanashyam, Joint Secretary[CNV], Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi. 



[Mani Tripathi] 
Ambassador 
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L.D. Ralte 
Director(CNV) 
Tel: 23011357 




MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


N0.25/4/NGO-XI 



30 th April, 2004 


Thank you for your DO No.JMCI/Overseas-Witness/2000-l/70(III)/08 dated 6 th 
April, 2004 relating to the proposed visit to Taiwan by members of the JMCI. 

2. This is to clarify some of the questions raised by you in the above quoted letter. It 
is confirmed that the India-Taipei Association (ITA) will be able to assist the Commission 
in making necessary logistical arrangements including reservations of hotel 
accommodation, transport and interpretation in Taipei, subject to the condition that 
payment will be made directly by the visiting JMCI team. ITA can be asked to provide 
estimates of likely expenses to JMCI, if the Commission so desires. 

3. MEA also conveys its no objection from the political angle to expenditure being 
incurred specifically on account of visit to Taiwan out of the funds placed at the disposal 
of the JMCI by the Government of India. This Ministry is, however, unable to comment 
on whether or not the Commission would need specific sanction of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs to incur the expenditure. 


4. I am also asked to reiterate that ITA will not be able to incur any expenditure on 
their behalf and, therefore, the visiting team will have to carry necessary funds to take care 
of the likely expenses. The JMCI should also refrain from giving any unnecessary 
publicity to the visit of its team to Taipei. The Ministry may also reiterate its advice that 
ITA is non-governmental office in Taipei and if there is any reference to the organization 
in the Commission’s reports, it should be characterized as such. 




/ ' 


Yours sincerely, 


(L.D. Ralte) 


Shri Pradyot Kumar Sengupta, 

Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

B Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata - 700087. 



Copy to: Shri Rakesh, Joint Secretary(IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, 
New Delhi. 



> 
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L.D.Ralte 
Director (CNV) 



D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI 



April 28, 2004 


Please refer to your letter. no. 

JMCI / Overseas/ Witness / 2002-03 / 70(Vol.II) / 288 dated 

October 16 2003, regarding your request for obtaining 
authenticated copies of (i) the Proclamation and (ii) the 
Instrument of Surrender, which are shown as ‘Enclosures’ to 
the original copy of the 14 August 1945 document titled: 
“DIRECTIVE TO THE SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE 
ALLIED POWERS”. 


2. We are forwarding herewith for the Commission’s 
information and record, copies of the requisite documents, 
which were obtained by our Mission in Washington from the 
MacArthur Memorial, City of Norfolk. The documents include 
the Proclamation and the Instrument of Surrender. 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 










Counsellor (Political) 

EMBASSY OF INDIA 

2107 Massachusetts Avenue NW 
Washington D.C. 20008 
TEL: (202) 939-7084 
FAX: (202) 265-4351 


/ 


No.WAS/POL/845/2/03 


Dear 





w 




Please refer to your D.O. No.25/4/NGO/Vol.XI dated February 20, 2004 
seeking a uthenticated c opies o f ( i) t he P reclamation a nd ( ii) t he I nstrument o f 
Surrender, which were shown as ‘Enclosures’ to the original copy of the 14 
August 1945 document titled: “Directive to the Supreme Commander for the 
Allied Powers” sent for the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 


We have since received enclosures to the said document from MacArthur 
Memorial, City of Norfolk and the same are enclosed. It includes the 
Proclamation and the Instrument of Surrender. 


Regards,^ ( 



t H/uv oyu*** 


T 


/U- • 


Yours sincerely, 



3 *. 

(D.N. Srivastava) 


Smt. Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi. 





End: As above. 


Cituof 

Norfolk 


Department of Civic Facilities 


23 March 2004 


D. N. Srivastava 
Embassy of India 
2107 Massachusetts Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20008 



Mr. Srivastava, 


Here are the materials you requested in your letter of 12 March. Total cost for Xeroxes 
and shipping is $3.00. Please make payment to the GENERAL DOUGLAS 
MACARTHUR FOUNDATION. Let me know if you need anything else. 


Sincerely, 



James W. Zobel 
Archivist 


MacArthur Memorial / MacArthur Square / Norfolk, VA 23510/ (757) 441 -2965 / Fax (757) 441 -5389 
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FROM : 

WS. i 

For jour information and guidance in planning only* the 
following proposed directly© to Supreme Commander for the Allied 
'zo\mna t proclamation by th© Emperor of Japan* instrument of 
surrender. and General order number 1 are furnished. These i 
documents* prepared her©* are now before the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. It is anticipated that they will b© approved shortly. 

"fou will not© that they^ars not effective until the President has 
•?ansmltted to you th© ^Directive to Chief Supreme Commander for 
the Allied Powers,” Test of final documents as approved* or 
if minor* will be transmitted to you by radio immediately after 
approval or when signed by th© president as the case may 1©. 
Official texts will be sent you by courier at th© same time. 


Tq be a: 


1st Document . 

^Directive to th© Supreme ii 


for th© Allied 


1. In ©eeordsno© with th® 


among th© Governments 


of the United States* Chines© Repub lie* United Kingdom* and Union 


of Soviet Socialist Republics to 


a Supreme Commander for 


the Allied Powers for th© purpose of enforcing th© surrender of 
Japan* you are hereby designated as the Supreme Command ©r for th© 
Allied Powers, 

2. You will require th© issuance of s proclamation signed 
by th© Emperor author la lug his representatives to sign th© in- 
strument of surrender. Th© proclamation to b© signed should be 
substantially in th© form appended hereto Y6« will talc© th© 

n© a ©sa spy steps to require and raeeivefl from th© duly authorised 
representatives of the Japan©©© Emperor* th© Japanese Government* 
and th© Japanese Imperial General Headquarters th© signed instru- 
ment of surrender., 13a© test of the instrument of surrender is 
appended hereto .Vtydu will accept the surrender for the * Governments 
concerned and in the interest of th© other United nations at war 
with Japan, 

3. I have asked th© Heads of State of China, Great Brit- 
fislsnani th© Union of Soviet Socialist Republics each to designate 

a representative who may b© present with you-e®«*wst»ee@es-at th© tims 
and place of surrender. I have designated Fleet Admiral Chester 
Himits to b© present as th© United States Representative for this 

As soon as I have received th© other designations gasar mill 
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•«9® 1 «advieed 7 .-* 5 — ' You will make th© appropriate 
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|ASHlH GfQf RADIO 48675 DATED 12 AUGUST 45 COKTIHUED. 

Having accepted the General Surrender of Japanese Armed 
Forcei you will require the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters to 
issue General Orders which will' instruct Japanese Commanders wherever 
situated as to the mechanics of surrender and other details effectu s t~ 
lag the surrender. You will effect any necessary coordination of arran- 
gements with the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters with regard to 
the surrenders to the Allied Commanders concerned of Japanese Armed ■ 
forces abroad. 

§. From the moment of surrender, the authority of the Emperor 
--d Japanese Government to rule the state will he subject to you and 
you will take such steps as you deem prone? to effectuate the surrender 
terms. 


6. You will exercise supreme command over all land, sea and sir 
forces which may be allocated for enforcement in Japan of the surrender 
terms by the Allied g ey g oa . concerned , 

7 . Your* appointment as Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers 
is effective upon receipt of this 'directive. " 


> "2nd Document: ^Proclamation by the Emperor of Japaz . 

Accepting the terms set forth in Declaration issued by the head- 1 
3f the Governments of the United States, Great Britain and China on July 
2 , 19" S at Potsdam and subsequently adhered to by the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics , I have commanded the Japanese Imperial Government 
and the Japanese imperial General Headquarters to sign on my behalf the 
H-l ortsmert of Surrender presented by the Supreme Comnmder for the Allis'. 

wer-s and to issue General Orders to the Military and Naval Forces in 
accordanse with ifee direction of the Supreme Commander for the Allied 
'ewers, I command all my people forthwith to cease hostilities, to lay 
down their arms and faithfully to carryout all the provisions of the 
Instrument of Surrender and the General Orders issued by the Japanese 
Imperial' General Headquarters hereunder, K 
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Vy-~WQ*Or? ~ ,^-Q. %3: 486?g , DATED 1? AtTGTTST 1 9^5 , COff ? ( Z i 

3*’d Document: " instrument of Surrender 

1. We, acting by command of and in behalf of the Biroercr 
of Japan, I*hs Japanese Government and the Japanese Imperial General 
Headquarters, hereby accept the provisions in the declaration issued 
by the heads of the Governments of The TBiited States. China end 
Great Britain ?6 July 19^5 at Potsdesnand subsequently adhered to by 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, vhich 4 povers are hereafter 
referred to as the Allied Powers. 

We hereby proclaim the Unconditional surrender to the 
A 1 "Mad Powers of the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters and of 
all Japanese Armed Forces and all Armed Forces under Japanese cen- 
tre 1 wherever situated. 

3. We hereby command aU Japanese forces wherever situated 
and the Japanese people to cease hostilities ferthvith, to preserve 
and* save from damage a 1 ! ships, air craft, and military and civil 
property and to comply with all reculrements which may be '.mooned 

by the supreme Commander for the Allied Povers cr by agencies of 
the .iRponese Government at his direction. 

4. We hereby comma": “ the Japanese Imperial Crenersl 

Tlead quarters to issue at ones orders to the commanders of all Japan- 
ese forces and all forces under Japanese control wherever situated 
to surrender unconditionally themselves and all forces under their 

control , 

5. We hereby command all civil, military and naval off- 
icials to obey and enforce all proclamations, orders and directives 
deemed by the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers to be proper 
to effectuate this surrender and issued by him or under hi® auth- 
ority and we direct all such officials to remain a* their posts and 
to continue to perform their non-combatant duties unless specifically 
relieved by hi® or under his authority. 
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6. ¥e hereby undertake for the Emperor , the Japanese Govern 
meat end their successors to carry out the Provisions of the Potsdam 
Declaration in good faith, and to issue whatever orders and take 
whatever action may- be required by the Supreme Commander for the 
I-.ied Powers or by end other designated Representative of the Allied 
Powers for the purpose of giving effect to that declaration. 

?. ¥e hereby command the Japanese Imperial Government and 
ths Japanese Imperial General Headquarters at once to liberate all 
Allied Prisoners of War and civilian internees now under Japanese- 
control and to provide for their protection, care, maintenance and 
immediate transportation to places as directed , by-the ■- S up r emo 

r> niniM" _ a i; (ii i »iiM« » ■ i i<x*9 trhv • • ili, T ;d ?ti¥Ci o . 


8. Ik© authority of the Emperor and the Japanese Government 
rule the State shall be subject to the Supreme Commander for' the 
- ' lied Power. i who will take such steps as he deems proper to effect- 
net 3 these taro® • of surrender. 

Signed at at on the day of , 

id-0- ~ _ “ _ “ 

By Command and in 1 

femhai. mi the lessor of “5apsir~and the Japanese Government. 

By Command and in 

behalf of the Jagsses© loagerlEu ienes-al Headquarters. 


Accepted at ^ at on the day of 

i9$5i ‘ ^he United StatesT U^oatr- ^afegfeig, Republic 'p£ Cixin^and ^ne 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and in the interest of tpe other 
•It l ted. Nations at Var with Japan. 


for the /Iliad Powers . " 



Supreme Gosmiaaider 


t/f ilk d if 


sa of Soviet Socialist Reaublies Representative 
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... -■ ®ae jE^>ea?ial General Hea&guarters bj direction of the 

.. ;er- : and. pursuant to the surrender- to the Supra; no QoumtuaMev 

•■ ' -- Allied Powers of all Japanese Armed. Forces bf the Emperor 
srs sil of its Ckmanandera in Japan and abroad to cause 
. tu 'S Ansed Fences -and Japan® se-controllodl forces imffior 
v - v2: - : "‘ i£-"d to cease hostilities at once, to lay down their ?rar. , 

re-Liam n in their- present locations and to surrender f®ee«dition~‘ ! iw 
t r ; vonmifisciers acting on behalf of the United States. ®e Bsmibilo 
. r Coin®. tae United Kingdom and the British Empire, and tie Uni :u 
- ’ 1 ' 5 Socialist Republics . as Indicated hereafter issaediet'; 

’■ v -* : ’ c " so ofide with the indicated Cossassders , sr their 
■ ' " ••■ - ' "epresentati^es, and tfeei.: instructions will fee ccnpl'tolj 
and iiffiieiiately esrried ont. 

&* She senior -Japanese Coaaanstens jpS all ground, sea. 
air and auxiliary forces within OMBaJ^KOlsdin® Men' -in: nf 
Formosa and French Indo China, north of 16 degress north 
rati ta.de shall si* rrender to the Generalissimo Shiasjg Eal *-ISsal£ , 

h , The senior Japanese Coaafissders and sil see* 

£ir„. end auxiliary forces wisMn Manchuria,, Eorea north 

"egress north latitude and Sferafute shall ai3»is@|S©r t ;h 
3 omnandop-iii-Oniei of Soviet Forces ia the Far last. 



e. 5he senior Japanese Commanders and .all ground S se®, 

/ ■ :n3 «Px51iary forces t .*•' t:5.n “hall^nd - Burma ^ Malaya . 
French lado-China south of !:■ degrees north latitude ? Sttmatrs. 

Andsms.' : Bicofears. Borneo end the lesser S awfe -g she . . 
c-’.v render to the Supreme Allied Commander , Southeast fiaie 
Ccaxaand , 
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d. 'The senior Japanese commanders and all ground., sea, 

- ai? and auxiliary forces in the Celebes, Halmahera, Nev Guinea, the 
Baida Sea. areas, Bismar cks and Solomons shall surrender to the Com- 
ms.ider- in- Chief , Australian Imperial Forces. 

a. The senior Japanese Commanders and all ground, 3 ©e, 
air and auxiliary forces in the Japanese Mandated islands, Eonins 

other Pacific Islands shall surrender to the Commander-In-Chief , 
U. S. Facific Fleet. 

f. The senior Japanese Commanders and all ground, sea, 
air and auxiliary forces in Korea south of 38 Degrees North Latitude 
shall surrender to the Commanding General, U. S. Expeditionary forces 
in Korea, 



g. The Imperial General Headquarters, its senior commander- 
and all ground, sea., air and auxiliary forces in the main islands of 
Japan, minor inlands adjacent thereto, the Ryukyus, and the Fnilippines 
shall surrender to the Commander- inCfc ief , U. S. Army Forces in the 
Pacific. 

The Japanese Imperial General Headquarters further orders its 
♦/k - crornnuers in Jr pan and abroad to disarm completely all forces of Jspsn 

or under Japanese control, wherever they may be situated, and to deliv- 
er Intact and in 3afe and gcod condition ell weapons and equipment sc 
such time end at such Diaces a3 may be prescribed by the Allied Corn- 
menders indicated above.' (Pending further instructions, the Japanese^ 
Police Force in the main islands of Japan will be exempt fr~s di?_ 

arment provisinn. The Police Force will remain at their posts and snail 
be held responsible for the preservation of law and order. The. strengc: 
ard arms of such a police force will be prescribed.) 
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II. The Japanese Imperial General Headquarters 
shall furnish to the Supreme Commander for the Allied Fosters, 
within (time limit-) of receipt of this order, complete infor- 
mation with respect to Japan and all areas under Japanese 
control, as follows: 

a. Lists of all land, air and anti-aircraft 
units showing locations and strengths in Officers and Men. 

h. Lists of all aircraft. Military. PI aval and 
Civil, giving complete information as to the number, type, 
location and condition of such aircraft. 

c. Lists of all Japanese and Japanese -controlled 
Naval Vessels, surface and Submarine and Auxiliary Naval Graft 
in or out of commission and under construction giving their 
position, condition and movement. 

d. Lists of all Japanese and Japanese-controlled 
■isrchant Ships of over 100 gross tons, in or out of commission and 
suader ecu': true ti on, including Merchant Ships formerly belonging _ 
to a ns of the United Nations which are now in Japanese Hands, 
giving their position, condition and movement, 

e. Complete and detailed information, &c psnied 
by maps , showing locations and layouts of all mines, minefields, 
and otter obstacles wo movement by land, sea or air, and the 
safety lanes in connection therewith, 

f . Locations and descriptions of all military 
installations and establishments, including airfields, seaplane 
bases, anti-aircraft defenses, ports and naval bashes- storage 
depots, permanent and temporary land and coast fortifications, 
fortresses and other fortified areas. 

g. Locations of all camps and other places of 
detention of United Nations Prisoners of War and Civilian 
Internees . 

III . Japanese Armed Forces and Civil Aviation Auth- 
orities Will insure that all Japanese Military, Naval and Civil 
Aircraft remain on the ground, on the water, or aboard ship, 
until further notification of the disposition to be made of 
them. 
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IV. Japanese or Japanese -controlled Uaval or Merchant 
vessels of all types vill ho maintained without damage and vill 
undertake no movement pending instructions from the Supreme 
Ccmmandor for the Allied Powers. Vessels at sea vill immediately' 
render harmless and throw overboard explosives of all types. 

Vessels nob at sea will immediately remove explosives of all types 
to safe storage ashore. 

V. Responsible Japanese or Japanese-controlled Military 
and Civil Authorities will insure that: 

a. All Japanese mines, minefields and other ob- 
stacles to movement by laud, sea and air, whorever located, be 
removed according to instructions of the Supreme Commander for 
the Allied Powers. 

b. All aids to navigation be reestablished at once. 

c. All safety lanes be kept open and clearly 
marked pending accomplishment of A. above. 

VI. Responsible Japanese and Japanese-controlled Mili- 
tary and Civil Authorities will hold intact and in good condition 
ponding further instructions from the Supreme Commander for the 
Allied powers the following: 

a. All arms, ammunition, explosives, military 
equipment, stores and supplies, and other implements of war of 
ill kinds and all other war material (Except as specifically 
prescribed in section IV. of this order). 

b. All land, water and air transportation and 
communication facilities and equipment. 

c. All Military installations and establishments, 
including airfields, seaplane bases, anti-aircraft defenses, ports 
and naval, bases, storage depots, permanent and temporary land and 
coast fortifications, fortresses and other fortified areas, to- 
gether with plans and drawings of all such fortifications, install 
ations and establishments. 
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E&DIQ, IE : ¥48672. DATED 12 
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Al z ^T.oPi©s a plaafes, shops, researe h insfcitu- 
atorles tes ■* * ** &*& stations, technical data, ©stents, pi 
. iswentioaa designed op intended to produce" op to 
!*«■•« si-cductlon op use ©fall implements*, of wap and other 

2j£2?l<5ir W r ° 5e "?' r?* 3 V 7 » totsnaea for m by aoy aaitery® 

• - -t-.- 7 organisation in c oanec tlonwSigh its operations . 

.<» _ ¥XI, Tb-p Japanese Imperial Senegal Headgnapiei*s s h& l 7 : ■ 

i i- ,ii3i. go tae euppene Commander for the All led Powers, within. 

^©raeipt of this order, complete lists of ail t 
./' 7 F' ;? sn {®® in paragraphs a., fe., and d. of section 
*m±a&±±n g i^e 11121110 erg * Kfpes and IcsmtiSons of seen, 

ITII. 39 te manufaeture and distribution of all arms, «» 
uiii. cion apd implements .©f war will cease forthwith, 

I Tf ■ th respect to Waited Ifetions prisoners of w and 
1 " ‘Jh ’ttemees in the hands, of Japanese or J&panege -controlled 

** 4i,,c A '.n 7 ' #»k « 

JA.yl 1 * * _ _ CT • 

. *• ®» safety and veil -being of all United Prisoners 

?* ~~ civilian Internees vHl be scrupulously preserved, tc 

include the administrative and supply service essential to provide 
e ^'uiace food, shelter, clothing, and medical care until such re- 

so-'naitl ’ itj, is undertaken by the Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers: 


... , . 0 ’ camp- or other place of detention of Waited 

ms oners of war and civilian internees together with its 
amiipment. stores, records, anas, am smamnitlea will fee delivered 
*;asdiately to the command of the senior officer of designated 
rspeesagfepl&e of the prisoners of war and civilian internees. t 
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c. As directed by the Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers, Prisoner of War and Civilian Internees will be transported to 
•places of safety where they can be accepted by Allied authorities; 


d- The Japanese Imperial General Headquarters will 
furnish to the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, within (time 
limit) of the receipt of this order, complete lists of all United 
Hat .ons Prisoners of War and Civilian internees , indicating their 
location . 


2, All Japanese and Japanese-Controlled Military and Civil 
authorities shall aid and assist the occupation of Japan and Japamese- 
Cousreilad areas by Forces of the Allied Powers. 

21. The Japanese Imperial General Headquarters and approp- 
ria e Japanese Officials shall be prepared, on instructions from 
Allied occupation Commanders to collect and deliver all arms in the 
pos session of the Japanese Civilian population. 


XII. This and all subsequent instruction issued by the 
Supreme' Commander fop the Allied Psaeaeg of other Allied Military 
Aut.' orities will be scrupulously and promptly obeyed by Japanese and 
• 'panes© -Controlled Military and Civil Officials and private persons. 
Any delay or failure to comply with the provisions of this or sub- 
sequent orders, and any action which the Supreme Commander for the 
Allied Powers determines: to be detrimental to the Allied Powers, will 
incur drastic and summary punishment at the hands of Allied Military 
Authorities and the Japanese Government. 15 
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8 Sunday Times of India New Delhi, April 18, 2004 

* 



Netaji’s death 
probe will 
have to wait 

Times News Network 

Kolkata: The Justice 

Mukherjee Commission’s 
visit to Taiwan to probe the 
alleged air crash that caused 
the death of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose is tiijjikely to 
happen for lack of: hinds. 

The Central government 
stated it would -provide no 
financial support for the 
visit. The lack of diplomat 
ic ties with Taiwan is. rea- 
son why the Centre has not 
approached the Taiwanese 
government for help. How 
ever, the commission on its 
own has issued advertise 
ments in Taiwanese dailies 
requesting for information 
The commission wrote to 
the external affairs ministry 
a number of times to 
arrange for a visit to Tai 
hoku where the alleged air 
crash took place, but in vain 



% 

8 Sunday Times of India New Delhi, April 18, 2004 



Netaji’s death 
probe will 
have to wait 

Times News, Network 

Kolkata: The Justice 

Mukherjee Commission’s 
visit to Taiwan to probe the 
alleged air crash that caused 
the death of Netgji Subhas 
Chandra Bose is unlikely to 
happen for lack of hinds. 

The Central government 
stated it would provide no 
financial support for the 
visit. The lack of diplomat- 
ic ties with Taiwan is rea- 
son why the Centre has not 
approached the Taiwanese 
government for help. How- 
ever, the commission on its 
own has issued advertise- 
ments in Taiwanese dailies 
requesting for information. 

The commission wrote to 
the external affairs ministry 
a number of times to 
arrange for a visit to Tai- 
hoku where the alleged air 
crash took place, but in vain. 
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No. Tai/ Pol/ 1/2004 


12 April 2004 


From : Director General, India-Taipei Association, Taipei 
To: Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs 


Reference your D.O.No. 25/4/NGO/Vol X dated 10 March 2004 
regarding JMCJ. The same has been received today. We will ascertain the 
facts and revert. Given the paucity of details, this process may take time. 

(Vijay Gokhale) 
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jpisut 
**f»a ws 

Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 
to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 



Fax : 033-2252-2765 


Secretary ^ 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

'B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net. in 




jr/a 


D.O.No.JMCI/Overseas-Witness/2000-1/70(lll)/08 April 6, 2004 


Dear 

Kindly recall the discussions I had with you in your chamber on April 2, 2004 
regarding some important pending matters of the Commission in the presence of Sri 
Umesh Kalra,Director (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, and Sri M.S.Zuha, Desk 
Officer, who also took part in the discussions. 

The main issue that came up for discussion was the proposed visit of the 
Commission to Taiwan. 

Drawing my notice to the confidential do. letter no. 25/4/NGO-VoTXI dated 
March 15, 2004, of Sm. Ruchi Ghanashyam, Joint Secretary, (CNV),Ministry of 
External Affairs, you suggested reconsideration of the proposed visit to Taiwan in 
view of the constraints and difficulties in pursuing investigation in Taiwan, as 
enumerated in para 5 of the above-quoted d o. letter dated March 15, 2004. The 
Commission is examining the contents of the aforesaid d o. letter. 

In course of the discussions in your chamber on 2.4.04 I was given to 
understand that no help or assistance whatsoever would be extended to the 
Commission for its visit or in connection with its visit to Taiwan. I was told that 
Govt, would not accord approval to any proposal for visit to Taiwan and that, if the 
Commission’s programme of visit to Singapore, Bangkok, Vietnam etc. included 
Taiwan, then the entire programme would not get approval of the Govt, of India. I 
was advised not to include Taiwan in the Commission’s programme for visit to 
Vietnam, Singapore and other Asian countries. I was further told that Govt, of India 
would neither sanction expenditure nor place any fund at the disposal of the 
Commission for visit to Taiwan. As it appeared from the discussions. Commission 
would be required to meet the expenditure for visit to Taiwan from its own fund and 
that too without showing the expenditure on account of visit to Taiwan. I have 


2 

apprised the Hon’ble Chairman of the discussions on this issue. I am directed 
to say that the Commission feels that it cannot visit Taiwan or, for that any matter, 
any country, without express approval of the Govt, of India for such visit and 
sanction of expenditure to be incurred for such visit. The proposed visit to Taiwan 
may involve an amount of expenditure that may not be within the limit of the 
financial power of the Secretary of the Commission. Again, even if the expenditure 
limit of the Secretary of the Commission covers the expenditure to be incurred then it 
cannot be incurred without mentioning specifically that the expenditure is incurred 
on account of visit to Taiwan. In this connection, I am directed to invite your 
attention to do.letter no. 25/4/NGO Vol. VIII dated 23.9.02 of the then Joint Secretary 
(CNV),MEA, Sri Vijay Gokhale. The relevant para of the letter reads as follows 

“ 5. MHA may also kindly note that this Ministry would render 
assistance in making the logistics arrangements in Taipei but will 
not be in a position to make any payments on behalf of the 
Commission. Payment for all services in Taipei, including hotel 
accommodation, transportation and interpretation, will therefore 
need to be made directly by the Commission itself. “ 

Guidelines for Indian officials travelling to Taiwan were annexed to the said 
d o. letter dated 23.9.02 as Annexure 1. If the Commission decides to visit Taiwan 
after considering the contents of the d.o. letter dated March 15, 2004 of Sm. Ruchi 
Ghanashyam, Joint Secretary (CNV), MEA, already quoted above, it will do so, I am 
directed to say, keeping in view the guidelines in the Annexure I to the d o. letter 
dated 23.9.02 and para 5 of the said d o. letter. 

I am directed to request you to kindlly spell out the nature and extent of the 
“logistics arrangements in Taipei” mentioned in para 5 of the above-quoted d o letter 
dated 23.9.02 of Sri Vijay Gokhale. Do the logistics arrangements include reservation 
of hotel accommodation, arrangement for transport and interpretation in Taipei, 
subject, of course, to the condition that payment should be made directly by the 
Commission ? It may further be clarified whether such payment by the Commission 
needs sanction of the MHA, Govt, of India. If no such approval is necessary, whether 
expenditure can be incurred specifically on account of visit to Taiwan out of the 
fund placed at the disposal of the Commission by the Govt, of India. If expenditure 
cannot be incurred specifically on account of visit to Taiwan then it would be well- 
nigh impossible for the Commission to undertake visit to Taiwan. In other words, in 
that eventuality Commission will have no option but to abandon its proposed visit to 
Taiwan. I am further directed to say that for drawal of advance to meet the estimated 


expenditure to be incurred for the visit to Taiwan for accommodation, transport, 
interpretation, photography etc. sanction of the MHA is necessary. It may be 
mentioned here that there was a proposal of visit of the Commission to Japan and 
Taiwan, but in view of the queries raised by the MEA in the do letter no. 25/4/NGO- 
Vol.VIII dt. 19.8.02 of Sri Vijay Gokhale, the then Joint Secretary (CNV), MEA, 
addressed to Sri Akhil Jain, the then Joint Secretary (IS), MHA, and the time that 
might be consumed in getting the details relating to visit to Taiwan, ultimately 
Taiwan was delinked from Japan and the MEA and MHA were informed 
accordingly. 

I am directed to request you to kindly give an early reply to the queries raised 
in this letter to enable the Commission to take a firm and final decision regarding 
visit to Taiwan. 


With 


Yours sincerely. 




(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


To 

Shri Rakesh 
Joint Secretary (IS) 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India 
North Block 
New Delhi 110 001 

D.O.No. JMCI/Overseas-Witness/2000-01/70 (lll)/08/1 April 6, 2004 


Copy forwarded to Sm. Ruchi Ghanashyam, Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of 
External Affairs, South Block, New Delhi- 1 10001 . 



(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


I 
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Vijay Gokhale 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Tel. 301 1357 


*h<THzr, f^FetT 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


No.25/4/NGO-Vol.VIII 


23 September 2002 


Dear Shri Jain, 

I write with reference to Shri P.K. Sengupta’s D.O. No.JMCI/Overseas 
Witness/2000-01/70/278 dated August 22, 2002 regarding the 

Commission’s visit to Taipei, in which he had intimated the places that the 
Commission would like to visit / inspect. We have inquired about the 
feasibility of the Commission’s visit to these places, and information, which 
is available to us, is as given below: 


(i) Taihoku Airport : This is the operational domestic airport. A visit is 
feasible with necessary permissions from Government agencies. No records 
of the 1945 period are available with airport authorities. The physical 
layout of the airport has changed so greatly that the precise site of the air- 
crash is not identifiable. 


(ii) Nam Mong Military Hospital : The hospital does not exist any more. 
There is no clear idea of its former location. It is believed that it may have 
been at the site of the former Weixu Hospital which itself has ceased to 
exist. Records of the Nam Mong and Weixu Hospitals are not available in 
Taiwan and, according to authorities at the National Archives; these are 
likely to have been destroyed. 

(iii) Municipal Crematorium Taipei: The crematorium does not exist any 
more. The entire area is a park. Past records are not traceable. 

(iv) Bureau of Health & Hygiene, Taipei Municipal Office: Municipal 
authorities claim that they are not aware of any organization with this 
nomenclature and do not have any records of any such office. 

(v) Hokutu Military Hospital: Is currently known as the National Force 
Beitou Military Hospital. They do not have any records older than 1992. 
Earlier records have been destroyed. 

2. Authorities at the National Archives, National Central Library and 
other Government agencies have not been able to confirm the availability of 
records of that period. 

3. Further efforts were also made to locate witnesses, the names of 
which were earlier provided by the Commission. It has not been possible to 
locate any living witnesses, despite fresh efforts, on the basis of the limited 
and incomplete information provided by the Commission. 



note 


Government 





India does not 

recognize the so-called Republic of China or Taiwan, and therefore has no 
diplomatic or official relations with Taiwan. In view of this, this Ministry is 
limited in its ability to facilitate the Commission’s visit to Taiwan. The MHA 
may also kindly note that holders of diplomatic and official passports are 
not permitted to visit Taiwan. If the Commission intends to travel to 
Taipei, ordinary passports will need to be used. Guidelines for Indian 
officials traveling to Taiwan are annexed. 


5. MHA may also kindly note that this Ministry would render assistance 
in making the logistics arrangements in Taipei but will not be in a position 
to make any payments on behalf of the Commission. Payment for all 
services in Taipei, including hotel accommodation, transportation and 
interpretation, will therefore need to be made directly by the Commission 
itself. 

6. Ministry of Home Affairs may kindly advise the Commission regarding 
their proposal to visit Taipei, appropriately in the light of the above 
information. 


Yours sincerely, 

(Vijay Gokhale) 

Shri Akhil Jain, 

Joint Secretary (IS) 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
North Block 
New Delhi 





ANNEXURE - I 


GUIDELINES FOR INDIAN OFFICIALS TRAVELLING TO TAIWAN 


They should travel on the regular (blue) passport, and not on official or 
diplomatic passports. 

Their visits to Taiwan are in their personal or corporate capacities, and 
not as representatives of the Government of India. 

They should refrain from attending any function of an official or political 
nature. 

They should not highlight their official position, give press interviews as 
GOI officials or make any political statements/ comments during their 
stay in Taiwan. 

Taiwan should not be referred to as “Republic of China” or "ROC”. 

They should not sign any formal document with the “Government” of the 
“Republic of China”. 

There should not be any display of national flag, country name plate, 
national emblem or singing of the national anthem of India during the 
meetings with Taiwanese side. 

Approved route for Government officials travelling to Taiwan is via 
Bangkok/Singapore. 




Ministry of External Affairs 
(NGO Section) 


Subject : Extension of term of Justice M.K.Mukerjee 
Commission of Inquiry beyond 14.5.2004. 

MHA may kindly refer to their U.O. note no. 
VI/ 1 1034/ 18/98-IS(V)/NCB-II, dated 08.3.2004 and 
29.3.2004, seeking inputs for processing case for 
further extension of term of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) beyond 14.5.2004. 

2. This Ministry’s parawise comments on Para 1, 4, 
5, 6,7, 10 and 12 of Annexure ‘B’ and Para 2 & 8 of 
Annexure ‘C’ of the Status Report of the JMCI, are 
given in the enclosed sheet. 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri U.K.Kalra, Director, NCB- 
II Section), North Block, New Delhi. 

MEA U.O. no. 25/4/NGO-Vol XI, dated April 12, 2004 





STATUS OF REQUESTS RECEIVED FROM JMCI 


> 



JMCI’S REQUIREMENT 

PRESENT STATUS / MEA RESPONSE 

JMCI ANNEXURE “B” 

PARA 

NUMBER 

1 

Statesman Report of 28.10.95- 
Reported decision of GOI to opt for 
DNA testing by forming a Committee of 
DNA experts, CBI Officials etc. 

Reply sent vide letter dated 29.3.2004 (copy 
enclosed) 

PARA 

NUMBER 

4 

Progress report on exploring 

alternative options for seeking 

assistance of other 

agencies/ organization for obtaining 
documents concerning alleged air 
crash at Taihoku from Taiwanese 
authorities 

Copies of documents obtained from Japanese 
Government and Taiwanese authorities have been 
forwarded to JMCI vide letters No. 25/4/NGO-Vol- 
IX dated 20.2.04 and No. 25/4/NGO-Vol-XI dated 
15.3.04 respectively. (Copies enclosed) 

PARA 

NUMBER 

5 

Visit of JMCI team to relevant foreign 
countries for examination of witnesses 
and documents and inspection of 
sites. 

Our Missions in Singapore, Bangkok and Vietnam 
facilitated the JMCI request for publishing Notices 
for obtaining and extracting material evidence 
relevant to the points of inquiry. 

The JMCI Notice was published in all the leading 
dailies in these countries. Newspaper clippings of 
the Notices thus published have been sent to the 
JMCI alongwith feedback. 

As regards Taiwan, 'the feasibility of a proposed 
visit by a JMCI team to Taipei, was examined in 
MEA letter No. No.25/4/NGO-Vol-XI dated 15.3.04 
(Copy enclosed as above), where constraints and 
difficulties identified by the India-Taipei Association 
(IT A) in pursuing investigations in Taiwan were 
spelt out. The JMCI was informed that if the 
Commission were to decide in favour of a visit to 
Taiwan, the ITA would be requested to extend all 
possible assistance to the visiting JMCI team. 
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PARA 

NUMBER 

6 

This pertains to MHA 

This pertains to MHA 

PARA 

NUMBER 

7 

Request for obtaining copy of 
“Proclamation, Instrument of 

Surrender” and ‘Directive to Supreme 
Commander for Allied Powers’ dated 
14.8.1945 

Our Mission in Washington has been requested to 
obtain these documents from US authorities/ 
agencies. The Mission has already taken up the 
matter with US agencies. 

PARA 

NUMBER 

10 

Request for obtaining copy of an 
Official Paper- Extract of discussions 
between Lord Wavell, and Henderson 
on 27.8.45. 

Our Mission in London has been requested to 
obtain these documents from British authorities/ 
agencies. The Mission has already taken up the 
matter with the British Foreign Office. 

PARA 

NUMBER 

12 

Report of Indian Consulate of 

St. Petersburg. 

One of the listed witnesses named by JMCI, viz. 
Professor Y.V.Pechenko of the University of St. 
Petersburg, died in June 2003. This fact was 
conveyed to the Commission vide letter no. 
25/4/NGO-Vol IX (I) dated 15 July 2003. MEA 
letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI, dated March 29, 2004 
to JMCI also refers, (copies enclosed) 


Contd.pag e^/ .... 
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JMCI ANNEXURE 

“C” 


PARA 

NUMBER 

2 

Follow-up action by MEA/MHA on 
letter (dt 22.3.1993) of Dr. Shankar 
Dayal Sharma, the then President of 
India regarding JMCI request for 
furnishing copy of Judgment order 
dated 4.3.1987 delivered by Hon’ble 
Justice Bhargava of Rajasthan High 
Court. 

Follow-up action taken in the matter by MEA was 
conveyed to MHA vide Ministry’s letter no. 
C/551/7 /92-JO dated 8* October 1993 and 
subsequently again vide letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol. 
VIII dated 26.7.2002. (copies enclosed) 

PARA 

NUMBER 

8 

Request for taking up matter with the 
British Government for de- 

classification of classified British 
documents on Netaji/ INA to enable 
JMCI to peruse them for purpose of 
the Inquiry. 

Justice Mukherjee, Chairman, JMCI met External 
Affairs Minister (EAM) in October 2002 in 
connection with the request for assistance in 
accessing certain classified documents pertaining to 
Netaji, which were available with the British 
Authorities. 



The British Foreign 8s Commonwealth Office was 
requested in October 2002 through the High 
Commission of India, London to provide JMCI 
access to the relevant documents. No response has 
been received from the British authorities. 
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CONFIDENT!; 



No.25/4/NGO-Vol XI 
Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO section 


r\ 






Subject : Proposed visit of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) team to Taiwan, 

Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore- 

Publication of notice. 


MHA may kindly refer to their U.O. note no. 
1/ 120 14/ 6/ 2001 -IS (V)/NCB-II. pt.III, dated 11.3.2004 
on the above noted subject. 

2. The Ministry of External Affairs has separately 
written to the Secretary, JMCI- highlighting the 
constraints and difficulties in pursuing investigations in 
Taiwan in the context of the specific requirements spelt 
out by the JMCI and about the feasibility of the proposed 
visit by the JMCI team to Taipei. A copy of letter No. 
25/4/NGO-Vol.XI, March 18, 2004 in this regard is 
enclosed for MHA’s information and record. 

3. Also enclosed is a copy of the Notice about the 
visit, that was published in ‘The China Post, Taipei’ on 
19.3.2004. 



[Ruchi Ghanashyam] 
Joint Secretary [CNV] 


Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri Rakesh, Joint 
Secretary (IS)), North Block, New Delhi. 

MEA U.O. no. 25/4/NGO-Vol XI, dated 29 March 2004 


r\ 








Ruchi Ghanashyi 
Director [CNV] 



Bv Registered Poi 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 






D. 0. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol. IX 


February 20, 2004. 



Our Embassy in Tokyo has forwarded a set of three 
documents relating to Netaji received from the Japanese Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. A copy of these documents is forwarded 
herewith. The documents in original have been separately sent by 


Speed Post. 




Yours sincerely, 



[Ruchi Ghanashyam] 


Shri P. K. Sengupta, Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
'B' Block, Third Floor, 

11/ A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

KOLKATA - 700 087. 







Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 

D.O. No. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XI 


Dear , 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


vy 


Marcel 5, 2004 


Please refer to your letter no. JMCI/CPDC/2002/^67 3 94 dated 8 th 
January 2004 and JMCI/Taiwan/ 2003-2004/ 89 /426‘ r dated January 22, 
2004 in response to' my earlier letter no. 25/4/NGO/Vol X, dated 25 th 
November 2003 and other related correspondence regarding your 
request for assistance in obtaining documents from authorities in 
Taiwan and for the proposed visit of the JMCI team to Taiwan. 




[ v’J & 


2. We had approached the India-Taipei Association (ITA), a Non- 
Governmental office in Taipei, for assistance in obtaining the requisite 
documents. The Commission’s specific requests were brought to the 
notice of the concerned “authorities” in Taiwan. The authorities 
examined these requests in consultation with the Taipei City 
u Government 'and other agencies. The outcome of the efforts made by the 
ITA in this regard is summarised below: - 


[a] The three original documents sought by the Commission, as 
listed below, are not available with Taiwanese authorities- 


• ' The Record of Cremation Permits issued between 18-22 

August, 1945; 

• The application for Cremation Permit said to have been 
filed by Dr. Taneyashi Yashimi or some other authority 
for alledged cremation of Subhas Chandra Bose and /or 
Ichiro Okiro; and 

• The original Death Certificate issued in the name of 
Subhas Chandra Bose and /or Ichiro Okiro; 

[b] Photocopies of followin g two documents have been provided - 

• Page 531 of the “Chronological Record of Japanese 
Aggression in China ” (available with Ministry of National 
Defence) containing a lone reference to Subhas Chandra 
Bose in the sentence- “ Chandra Bose died as a result 
of injuries sustained in an airplane accident at 

Taipei Airport ” (free translation from Chinese text) . 



contd.page 2/... 



• A letter dated 22.4.1966 from Taipei City ’'Government" 
[Bureau of Health] to Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
conveying depositions of 2 employees working at the 
Crematorium. 

[c] While pointing out that Taiwan was under Japanese occupation 
during the said period [August 1945], the Taiwanese authorities 
have informed that they are not in possession of any other 
documentation relating to the alleged death of Subhas Chandra 
Bose in Taipei on or around 18 August 1945. 

3. The documents mentioned at para 2(b) above are enclosed 
[Chinese text of “Chronological Record of Japanese Aggression in China ” 
(Annexure-I) and a copy of the handwritten letter from the Taipei City 
''Government'alongwith a free translation in English (Annexure-II)]. 


4. In earlier instances, it was conveyed that the concerned Taiwanese 
authorities had not been able to locate the witnesses sought by the 
Commission. However, the fresh list of witnesses attached to your letter 
dated January 22, 2004 has been sent to the ITA. 

5. As regards the feasibility of the proposed visit by the JMCI team to 
Taipei, the India-Taipei Association (ITA) has identified the following 
constraints and difficulties in pursuing investigations in Taiwan in the 
context of the specific requirements spelt out by the JMCI:- 


• Visit to the operational domestic airport in Taipei is feasible 
only after obtaining necessary permissions from the local 
government agencies. 

• The Military Hospital does not exist any more, nor is anyone 
aware of where it existed. 

• The Municipal Crematorium in Taipei where the body of Netaji 
was allegedly cremated does not exist anymore. 

• Taiwan’s National Archives does not have any record of the 
crash of the military aircraft, which allegedly carried Netaji 
aboard it. 

• The ITA’s attempts to locate related records/' documents and 
material information, from Taiwan’s National Archives, National 
Central Library, Department of Health, Ministry of National 
Defence, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taipei Municipal 
authorities and the Airport authorities, have proved to be 
unsuccessful so far. 
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• There is no information as to whether the site of the alleged 
plane crash, the site of the Japanese Military Field Hospital, 
etc. still remain. It is highly improbable that these sites would 
remain, given the rapid economic development witnessed in 
Taiwan during the past fifty years. 

6. The above inputs not-with standing, if the Commission were to 
decide in favour of a visit to Taiwan, the ITA would be requested to 
extend all possible assistance to any visiting JMCI team. We trust that 
the Commission would appreciate the sensitivities involved and would 
avoid public mention of the assistance being sought from the ITA. The 
India-Taipei Association (ITA) is a non-governmental office in Taipei 
and if there are to be any references to the ITA in JMCI’s reports, it 
should be characterised as such. It may also be noted that as a non- 
governmental office, ITA will not be able to incur any expenditure on 
behalf of a visiting JMCI team, which will have to carry necessary funds 
to take care of likely expenses. 




Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 / A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 
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Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 



D.O, No, 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI (4G) 




March 29, 2004 


Dear Shri Sengupta, 

This is further to my letters no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.X dated January 12, 2004 and 
February 16, 2004 in response to your letters no. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002- 
03/70/Vol-II/62 1 dated April 1, 2003, no. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002- 
03/70/Vol-II/301 dated October 29, 2003, no. JMCI/Doc(For)/99-2000/56(v)/33 1 
dated November 12, 2003, no. JMCI/Doc (For)/99-2000/56(v)/374 dated December 
26, 2003, and JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2000-01/70/ii/492 dated March 4, 2004 
regarding information sought from Russia in connection with JMCI’s inquiry 
proceedings. 

2. Our Mission in Moscow, which has been following-up the matter, has 
periodically sent reminders to the listed witnesses. Meanwhile, Dr. Rybakov- the 
only one to respond to the communications from the Mission in the past, was again 
asked to convey his willingness and convenience for appearing as a witness. The 
Mission has received in response only a copy of his earlier letter (that has already 
been sent to the Commission). A copy of the same is enclosed again for record. 


3. One of the listed witnesses, Professor Y.V.Pechenko of the University of St. 
Petersburg, died in June 2003. This fact was conveyed to the Commission vide letter 
no. 25/4/NGO-Vol IX (I) dated 15 July 2003. Academician Bondarovskv- another of 
the listed witnesses, expired last year, as conveyed in our letter dated 16 February 
2004. 

4. The Mission in Moscow is continuing with its efforts to locate the other listed 
witnesses- Mr. V.N.Plastun, Mr. A. A. Kolesnikov and Mr. E.IvI.IvIorosov, while 
reminders have yet again been sent to Mr. A. A. Kirichenko, Mr. U.L.Kuznets, Prof. 
A.P.Gnachuk-Danielchuk, Dr. A.A.Kutsenkov and Prof. E.N.Komorov.. 


5. Further inputs received from our Mission in this regard will be communicated 
to you. 

Yours sincerely, 





(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri P.K. Sengupta 

Secretary- Justice Ivlukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 11/ A Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata 700 087 



J 



Dr. V.K.Paul, First Secretary (Political), Embassy of India, Moscow, 

alongwith a copy of letter No. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2000-01/70/ii/492 dated 
March 4, 2004 received from the Justice Mukerjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). It 
is requested that the matter be followed-up and Ministiy informed of the progress in 
Mission’s efforts to contact the potential witnesses listed by the JMCI. 



Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 



l 


To Mr. Satbir Singh 
Director of Jawaharlal Nehru 
Cultural Centre 
Embassy of India in Russian Federation 


Dear Mr. Singh, 


It is very touching for us to know that Indian public is making a lot of efforts in order to 


find out the mystery of death of Subhas Chandra Bos, outstanding leader of National Liberation 
movement in India. 

Russian indologists are also paying much attention on making research about this 
outstanding personality. Moreover, Subhas Chandra Bos visited our country trying to find 
support of Soviet government in his struggle against colonial oppression. Researches on the life 
and activity of S.Ch.Bos were conducted on the basis of Indian materials, documents of Russian 
archives as well as materials from Germany and Afghanistan. For the recent years the following 
works were published or are being prepared for publication: 


A.V.Raikov (Lipetsk) “India’s most dangerous hour”. M., 1999. 

Yu.N.Tikhonov (Lipetsk) “The Afghan War of the Third Reich”. M., 2003. 

R.N.Koltsov (Vladimir) “S.Ch.Bos, the Ideologist and Leader of the Indian National Liberation 


Movement: Political Views and Activity from 1921 to 1945” 

u'Yu.Kurnyshin (Moscow) “Paradoxes of political biography of S.Ch.Bos”. M. 2000. 

At present the researchers of the Institute of Oriental Studies are not doing a special 
investigation on life and activity of S.Ch.Bos but the Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian 
Academy of Sciences, is ready to organize a meeting of Russian historians dealing with this 
problem with the members of the Commission of the judge M.K.Mukerji. The time and place of 
the meeting can be discussed later. 

Director of Institute of Oriental Studies, 

Russian Academy of Sciences > R.B. Rybakov 







FnyCoKoyBaxvaeMLm r-H CHHrx! 

MbI rJiyDOKO XpOHyibl Toft HaCXOftUHBOCXblO, C KOXOpoft HHflHfiCKaa oSmeCTBeHHOCTB 
cxapaexcn pacicpbirb xa&Hy niGemi Bbmaromeroca neaxenn HarmoHajibHo-ocBo6oflHTenbHoro 
YiBHaceHHH Cy6xac HaHflpbi Boca: 

Pyccioae HH^ojiorH He mohih npOHXH mhmo xaicoft Bbmaioineftca jihhhocxh, xeM 6onee nxo 
oh nocexHJi namy cxpaHy, nbrraacb 3apynHXbca nozmepxcKOfi coBexcKoro npaBHxenbcxBa b 
CBoefi 6opb6e npoxiiB KOjioHHajibHoro rHexa. HccneflOBamrs: )KH3HH, fleaxcaxHocxii h cynaGbi 
C.H.Eoca npoBO^HJiHCb Ha ocHOBe hh^hhckhx MaxepnanoB, £OKyMeHXOB pyccioix apxHBOB, a 
xaioKe MaxepnajioB H3 T epMamra h A^ranncxaHa. 3a nocjie^HHe HeciconbKO Jiex Gbijih 
ony6jiHKOBaHbi hjih roxoBnxca k ny6jiHKau;HH HHxcenepeHHcneHHbie paGoxbi no oxofi npooneMe: 

A.B.PaftKOB (JImiemc) «OnacHenmnfi nac Hh,hhh», M. 1999. 

IO.H.Thxohob (JInnenK) «A(f)rancKan BOHHa Tpexbero peirxa» M, 2003. 

P.H.KojibnoB (BjiannMHp) «C. X I. Eoc - nneonor h JiHflep rmnnHCKoro HapHOHanbHO- 
ocBoSo^HxejibHoro flBHJKemis: nojmxHuecKHe B3rjia^bi h flenxenbHocxb c 1921-1945 rr.». 
O.IO.KypHbnnHH (MocKBa) «IIapa,n,OKCbi noJinximecKoft 6Horpa<J)HH C.H.Eoca». M. 2000. 

CoxpyAHHKH HHCxnxyxa BocxoKOBe,n;eHHH b Hacxoainee BpeMx cnepHajibHO He 
3aHHMajoxca HCCJie^OBaimeM xch3hh h nenxenbHocxH C.H.Eoca, onHaico HB PAH toxob 
ycxpoHXb Bcxpeny poccHficKHx hcxophkob, 3aHHMaBmnxca oxoft npo6neMoft, c nneHaMir 



L_ J 

103031(PO, CHT), 103753 (MejKAyHapoflHbifl), MocKBa, TCn, yji. Po*flecTBeHKa,12 
Ten.: (095)921-1884, (095)925-6461 OaKc: (095)975-2396 E-mail: ivran@orc.ru 


Vijay Gokhale 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 







NEW DELHI 


D.O.No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.lX(l) 


Dated July 15, 2003 


Dear Shri Sengupta, 


Please refer to your letter No. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70(ll)/75 
dated 25.05.2003 regarding existence of documents relating to Netaji in the 
American Embassy and its Consulates in India. 

This Ministry had made a reference on the issue to the US Embassy in Delhi. 
Their response, which is self-explanatory, is enclosed. 

Please also refer to your setter No. JMCI/Meeting-Proceeding (Follow-Up)/99- 
2000/48(!V)/140 dated 24.6.2003 regarding enclosures to our letter of even number 
dated 11.6.03 which have not been received by the Commission. The said 
enclosures are being forwarded here with. 

I would also like to draw your attention to your letter addressed to Prof. 
Petchenko of St. Petersburg University which was sent with your letter No. 
JMC!/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70(Vol.ll)/616 dated 28.3.03. We regret to inform 
you that the letter could not be handed over to Prof. Petchenko since he passed 
away last month after a long illness. 


Yours sincerely, 

(Vijay Gokhale) 


To 

Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
'B’ Block, (Third Floor), 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 



Ends: as above 


Host l mmediate 


By Spl, Messenger «ni*W. 


(i| l 1 1 > Lahirl 
joint Secretary (AP) 


No. C/551/7/92-JP 



Dear 


Please refer to your letter no- 1/27/91-Public dt. 
5-10-93 regarding the judgement dated 4th March, 1987 delivered 
by Hon'ble Shri Justice S.N. Bhargava of the High Court of 
Judicature, Rajasthan relating to the inquiry into the 
circumstances in- which Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died- The 
factual position is as follows:.- 


2. Subsequent to the judgement having been passed, it was 
brought to the notice of this Ministry that the petitioner had 
died-. Coordination Division of this Ministry had, therefore, 
informed Shri Talekar, Counsel of the late petitioner that as the 
petitioner had passed away before the meeting with the 
MEA/Governraent of India representative could take place, no 
further action was called for on the part of the Government of 
India. Our Legal and Treaties Division had also opined inter- 
alia that since no evidence or documents of any kind were ever 
produced by Shri Hand Lai Sharma, the occasion to consider 
whether or not a fresh enquiry was required did not arise. 


3. You are no doubt aware that the CCPA at its meeting on 
27.2.91 had considered a note prepared by your Ministry on the 
dispute regarding the ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose as 
also the controvery whether Netaji was dead or alive where the 
CCPA had approved the proposal that "no useful purpose would be 
served by holding yet another enquiry or bringing the ashes back 
to India at present as this might create unnecessary tensions.” 


Shri M. Venkateswara Iyer, 
Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CNV DIVISION 


Subject: Judgement Order dated 4.3.87 delivered by Hon’ble Mr. Justice 
S.N. Bhargava of Rajasthan High Court relating to the inquiry into 
the circumstances of death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


S', a? 



This has reference to Ministry of Home Affairs’ IkO. No. 
VI/1 1 034/61 /2002-IS(D. Ill) dated 19 th July, 2002 on the subject mentioned above. 

It is seen from the records in this Ministry that there is a barely legible copy 
of the judgement order of Rajasthan High Court which was forwarded to us vide 
MHA’s D.O. No. 5293/JS(A)/93 dated 27.9.1993 (copy enclosed). Therefore, it is 
likely that a clearer copy of the said order would be available with MHA which 
could be forwarded to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 

As regards the follow-up action required of this Ministry on the aforesaid 
letter of MHA and also their letter No. 1/27/91 -Public dated 5.10.1993(copy 
enclosed), this Ministry’s letter No. C/551 /7/92-JP dated 8 th October, 1993 (copy 
enclosed) is self-explanatory. 




(Vijay K. Gokhale) 


Joint Secretary(CNV) 
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Shri M.S.Zuha, Desk Officer, Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, New Delhi 
MEA U.O.No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.VIII dated 26.7.2002 




^ OM 


No.I/12014/13/2000-IS(D.III)/NCB-II 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi dated 2.4.2004 
To 

Ms Ruchi Ghanashyan, 

Joint Secretary(CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, 

New Delhi. 


Subject: Long pending matters of the Justice Mukherjee Commission 

with the Govt, of India. 


Madam, 

I am directed to enclose herewith a communication dated 26/2/04 
alongwith enclosures received from Shri Tarakeswar Pal Sr. Standing consel 
regarding pending issues shown against MEA as per Annexure ‘B’ and ‘C’. 

It is requested that the factual position relating to pending issues 
indicated at Annexure ‘B’ and ‘C’ may be conveyed to Shri Tarakeswar Pal, 
Sr. Standing Consel, Kolkatta so that he may be able to defend the interest of 
the Govt, on the subject raised by the JMCI from time to time. 




•pi 



Yours faithfully, 

DIREcTOR(S) 
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Room No. . “ 

Bar association. 

High Court, Culcutta, 

Phone :(033' 248 31 90/31 69, 
Fax : (033) 248-2313, 

E-mail : barasohc@cal.cmc.net. in 


Advocate 

Senior Consel -I, To The Government of India 
In Justice Mukherjee Commission Of 
Inquiry For Inquiry Into The Alleged Disappearance Of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 









Residence & Chamber: . 
Purnasasi, 

33, Asoke Avenue. 

(Off. & Opposite Navanir), 
Kolkata - 700 040. 

Phone : (033) -471-0592. 
Fax : (033J-471-1204. 
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26th February, 2004 
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Mananiya Advaniji, 





Re. 



s Working of Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry Into The 
Alleged Disappearance Of Netaji 
Subhaa Chandra Bose. 
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*< .„t 

Sadar Naraaskar 
It is 'about five 

Commission was set up. To complete 
time is required. But there are about 20 matters pend lug- -long 
with the Govt, of India. These require to be resolved as soon t 


as possible, otherwise the things are running decayed • 


2. 


With this delay, the political 
taking scope to misrepresent the peop le. A rec ent propag anda 
the Forward Block c oan be seen from the news"Ttefo annexffl 
(marked - 'A')* A media conference is required. v 


ere wit) 


s >i-r 


3. 


I also annex herewith copies of my letter 
dated this day, to the Joint-Secretary of your Ministry along 
with Commission's list of pending matters herewith for y< 
information (collectively marked - *B')." • 


r - y 






4. In view of above may I request your _ 
for taking necessary actions in the matter as soon as possible. 





Thanking you,' 


With regards, 
yours faithfully. 




. ( Tarakeswar Pal ) 
Advoc ate 



tion in this matter. Mr An 
February' reach * Your 4*J 
government it noCtakte&'B 
Vie activities of the comniit 
6n facts.'’ 

j Mr Biswaitttrote anp<li 
fninistcr stating that tbO, 


K01&$(% Feb.^iO. — The Forward Bloc 
{ea^ah^ todiy accused the Centre of not 
co-qpeTaungwlth the Mukheijee Comoro*; 
ston^tnouirmg into the disappearance of 
. ' /Netaji Suhhas Chandra boae:f0Mi-. -* 

ffyi: “Tne government of Inffialatrying to fool 
f' /’the people <}f this country. ’ Its for you 
*-(meaia) to find out what the political com- 


pulsions are that has led successive govern- foreign countries pertainmgitOifott all e ged. U 
gients to hide facts about Netaji’s disap- 1 air crash at Ttohoku on 18 ft hgSfrW S- :.v 
pearance,” the Forward Bloc general secie- J “The government haielsb ndntampd tot'; 

♦uru aitrf X/P T ‘ 


tary and MP told the press foday. - i I • the Russian government al 
Mr Biswas had sent a letter to the deputy ' mission wants to procure 

E 'me minister, Mr L K Advani, in October from the archives there,* Mr BiswnS i 
t year requesting the Centre’s co-opera- {. today. — SNS . ( 

*. .u„ jfct- *w:. • .drt-...JUl.'.- tv 


t 


TV 


4M 




$ 



jom No. : 5 
far association, 
ligh Court. Jcutta, 
hone :(033) 2*8-3190/3169, 
ax : (03 31 243-2313. 

-mail harasonctftcal. cmc.net. in 


/a*a&e<uaa* Pal 
Advocate 

Senior Consel I, To The Government of India 
In Justice Mukherjee Commission Of 
Inquiry For Inquiry Into The Alleged Disappearance Of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


Residence & Chamber: 
Purnasasi. 

33, Asoke Avenue, 

(Off. & Opposite Navanir), 
Kolkata - 700 040, 

Phone : (0331-471-0592, 
Fax : (0331-471-1204. 



la 


BY Bffiismm POST WITH VD 


Datt. 


sets Pebsnarj, k004 


To 

Sri B>luab( 

Joint StertUrj (Security) 
tt iniatry of Bono Affaire* 
Government of Indio* 
lew Delhi - IIP 001. 


poor Sir* 


Bo. t Ions ponding motto ra of tbo Jaatioo 
■nkherjee Conniaoioa with the Govt* 
of Tndio. _ _ 


In reforooeo to above may I brine It to yoor notice 


oo following x- 
1. 


Vi 




Bj an order daring the loot hearing on 6th Febraarjrp &0Q4 

\ ■ > ? I 

I have, beofc. placed to answer the roaolt of the nattere \ 

? * uS _ g ^ . **• e > 

- _ _*,<**• 

ponding for long with the fleet. *f India. 

, '.a- r • ' i 

by aty •»>**?$.-• w»!W 

k. In tha meantime job haea roceiead the enumerated list of 

r \ k ' w &&&$* / X r t;4: ftewi re 

the pending matters onmbering twelee (Anaaxor* 4 I) and 

list of important pending mattera^naibercjeight l Acnexan _ ~ r 

m m - r . . fr* ; ' . M 

3. Oat of theaa pending matters aam A relata to the Blnlatry w 

ufr <Z -V • 741 

Bono Affairs alone, two along with Biniatrj of Sztor&ol 
9 Affaire | two roloto with the FK) and the rest with the 

■Wrtrr.fbt.Bil *&£&&&* V 

. v. j /Um .* rj Hfir Vv 

4* For early completion of the Commission work the settlement 

. . • v ' ' i 

of thooo mottoro are neeeeearj* apart from the fait that 1 
am to replj thereon in the next hearing* 



6* To apprlee the whole affairs m detailed consultation Is 


*.a 


iKrjsr ✓- 

W/ 


/ 

(6m No. : 9 * 
r association, 
gh Court, CUcutta, 
one :f033) 243-3190/3169, 
x : (033) 243-2313, 
nail : bajasohc@cal.cmc.net. in 


7<z>ui&e4ev<vi Pal 
Advocate 

Senior Consel I, To The Government of India 
In Justice Mukherjee Commission Of 
Inquiry For Inquiry Into The Alleged Disappearance Of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


Residence & Chamber: 
Purnasasi, 

33, Asoke Avenue, 

(Off. & Opposite Navanir), 
Kolkata - 700 040, 

Phone : (0331-471-0592, 
Fax : (0331-471-1204. 






• k * 1>AU 

required. Kindly sand a responsible officer at your disposal, 
as soon as possible. 


6, 


V, 



With ths said Officer please send the following documents t 

a) A copy of the report of your Ministry ender Mo* ]/120iVU/ 
2000-MCB dated 18/24.09.2003. 

: . ■ >■ /> ., . : , 

b) Copies of orders extending the tdnnre of tho Goaalealon. 

rA ■ • ■ 

c) Copies of Affidavits aa following and asked for long by 

' - 

A ne lastly by ay letter dated 24th Jons, 6002 (without which 


X cb injdiff iculty in the hearings) 


* 


. f 


Hsi 


B 


I M 


-v' 






m | n b im ■ , , . 1 FiJy 

1) Oaha Banian Bhattaeharyya (as as at by Bs to your 


office by ay letter dated 1.8.2001). 


••• -v - '><SW| 

11) Sabrat* Bose and others (<o sent by 


• ^ £ > 

jKfdCkjfcp f ivvi ; r MrtTrf ' 

.,Ti . •. 4^^- \ ■ •v r f ' »• V T 

__)ter dt.2.8.800: 

ill) Klrmal Slnha end ethers (bo sent by ay, letter dt.lO. 

V - . . • • - • • •* ■ > _• . ■ •- 

lv) fir. Madheecdan Paul (so seat by ny letter dt. 20.8. 

... ; . . . : V 

v) Bijon Oho eh (so send by ay letter dt. 2^28*8.2001). 

• . ' • ; : V 

vl) All India forward Bloc (as sent by ay letter dt. 

;X « -• -,a ' i • •- ,fA* C ■ »•»•! 

• • 


29.8./ 

.8001) 


•Vi- 

_ 




vil) Jyotlsh Chendra Bose and others (o9 sent by ay letter 
dated 11/14.9.2001). 

' 

A copy of news itea pebllehed on 21et Fobxaary, 8004 in tho 
,-etebsBBah is sent herewith, such aedlo reports are tine to tlae' 
coning oat. X think it is a high tine to answer the allegations . 
Kindly arrange for a aedla conference in the natter to stop 

nlsconception. 

Thanking yon, Tonre faithfully, 

With regards. 


1 

1 


Tonre faithfnlly. 



fi|fp# * 

at f 


Some Lohff Pj 


Jar back as on^cp! ember (35.2003 the Commission along with its- letter Np. 
:VEQ/2002: ^^ UQgM_5 v addressed to the Secretary, Ministry, of EMernal 
liis CJuvmii^pO^indi.:, ?m •. a copy of the -hews -item captioned, 

■' ■' ic • fn- . it . . 

iontSf^The'^Sllniaii- on Saturday, Octobers, 1995 and has : requested him to 




yliat; has actual ly happei 
. 


of India: to opt 

. mm 

i ttce con sisting; 


m V.\' tPecheiflco of Sc 

■ ' • , > ' < >. ' ' _ - ■ ■'* , 

ijoled Pith the Commission’s said letter; dated #pn! I, 

Yf-jf jjjjnt ...: ^ 

for said d.o.Jetter dated October 13. 2003 jfilso 
^J^eirequesi: |ilhe Commission to. approach tfo 


Moscow Ac£}i^< 
pfnivgrsty VpKS 

2003 far cflusuj; 


HKj*? 

Urlklrat 





■•b - ha in re b. to 


ofay- ■ 

200} .has L • r:. aiex f; o ‘ 






• ... t - y 


I 


I 


y^'Yrnmen: of Rus.sitt tor aecers* of ike Commission to ti;e Archives <■: KGil (I Slij 
:• the outcome of the communication of the Indian Mission in Moscow u> 
messes mentioned in the list of the Commission sen: to the Ministry of 
•• *1 At fairs with its aforesaid letter dated April 1, 2005 . The Ministry of 

’ A # 


> ■ ■ r 7 

/I / / , , 

V *■ / . ra! Affairs has been further requested in that letter to Set the Commission 

>f' / . 

/ ^ the icMilt ol the requests made in paras 1,2 and 3 of its said letter dated April 

^ ■ -3. Titeir reply is still awaited. 




/ 


A* 


Tv Commission’s letter No.JMCI/DOC(I : OR)/99-2000/56(V)/33 1 dated November 
1 -003. the attention of the Join; Secretary (CN r V) has been drawn to the d o. letter 

2 5/4 / N G 0 / Vo I. X dated 13.10.2003 of the Director (CNV), Ministry of External 
\ . fairs. Government of India , and he has been requested to kindly lot the 
Commission know immediately the present position of the other pending matters 
mentioned in the d o. letter No.25/4/NGO-VoI( IX) dated 27.06.2003 of tltc Ministry 
a- also to send a complete list of all the archives of the Russian Federation 1 he 
moons called for arc still awaited. 


,****% v« 


{>•• Commission’s letter No3mC 1CPDCC002/S6/394 dated January OR. 2004 

Uudtj 

ii< 



25. 1 1 .2003 and she has been requested to kindly send to the Commission a progress 
report in the matter of their exploring alternative options for seeking the assistance 
of other agencies'crganizations for obtaining the requisite documents concerning the 
alleged air crash at Taihoku on August IS. 1945 and the alleged consequent death of 

l 

Netqii and site has also been requested to make available to the Commission as 
eatiy as possible all the relevant documents in the matter. In this connection it may 
be added that v. hen . it- proposed to visit Taiwan in 2002 the Commission was made 
to understand that ihe'Governmen: cf India vroa’d no: be in a posi;i>-n to make any 
•. ment on behalf of ike Commission in Taine: and that the pav inert far :t!i set vices 


Taipei including ' the cost of it ac:c.n:n:oda::un. iranat:- t. irienueivV. 


photographer, etc, would need to be :. ..d; due;'.: by ti e Commission itself and 


/ 


' 


- filial publication qf the notice in leading local dailies in English and local languages 
in Tam an regarding holding of the hearing of the Commission in Taiwan would 
to be arranged by the Commission itself. Consequently, the Commission made 
code -.ours to contact the authorities in Taiwan to know about the availability of 
i '.-levant documents and relevant witnesses in Taiwan as the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, expressed their difficulties to render the required help 
and assistance in the matter to the Commission on tire ground that the Government 
cT India is not having any diplomatic relations with the Government of Taiwan. 
Subsequently, the Ministry of External Affairs advised the Commission (vide d.o. 

iter No. 25/4/NGOA'oI.IX dated September 24, 2003 of the Director (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, to the Secretary of the 
Commission) not to approach the authorities of Taiwan in the aforesaid matters 
directly but to write to the Ministry' of External Affairs for the information required 
la be obtained by the Commission from Taiwan. 


Mim 


Present whereabouts of.all the relevant witnesses examined earlier outside India as 
also of those mentioned anew reportedly living abroad, are yet to be collected and 
the reports regarding availability/ non-availability of the relevant documents at e yet 
l» 4jl^ll^aine^^)negigd_Trom most, of the foreign countrie s concerned by the 

C cm mi red tc dre . up 

programmes for its visit to the relevant foreign countries for examination of 

X " ..tj* t '*• . ' ~ ‘ f ’ *•»*' 

witnesses and documents available .there as also for inspection of important Relevant 
sites in those- countries. In this "connection Commissions letters no. 
JMCT/DOC(FOR)-99-2000/56(iv)/39S dated November 11, 2002. and no. 
jMCI,Overseas/Witnesses/2000-01/70'433 -dated November 27, 2002, both 
addressed to tire Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of India, 
and its letter no. JMCl/Oversc.ii/VVl!nesses'2CC0-01/70(ii)'621 dated .April 01, 2003 
addressed to the Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Gcvi. of India, may kindly 
referred to. ; . 


. ^ r , % 


* o. 


^S. 


By .Commission’s letter No. JMCI/l 1/2000/295 dated 20.10.2003 addressed to the 




c 

' 


director. Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, it has been pointed out 
Lr i tlic report of the Ministry' of Home Affairs sent to the Commission under their 
N\ !/ 12012/ 13/2000-NCB dated 19/24.09.2003 does not state specifically as to 
whether the documents called for by Commission’s letter No.JMCl/1 1/2000/542 
1 .?od 1 ebruary 17, 2003 arc in existence or not. It lias also been stated in the said 
! ;;icr dated 20.10.2003 of the Commission that if the said documents arc in 
stance, the reason for which those have not yet been sent to the Commission in 
:c oi repeated reminders may also be intimated to the Commission immediately. 

! response of the Ministry of Home Affairs is still awaited. 





V 


II 


/ 



By Commission’s letter No.JMCL / Overseas / \Vitnesses/2002-03/70(II)/2S8 dated 
i 6. 10.03 addressed to Shri Vijoy Gokhalc, Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of 
L denial Affairs, Government of India, his attention has been drawn to the copy of 
the enclosure captioned, ‘‘Directive to the Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Bow cis” bearing dated August 14, 1945 forwarded with his d.o. letter 
No.25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated May 7, 2003 and he has been requested to kindly 

4 

obtain ( through the Indian Mission in the USA authenticated copies of the (1) 
^’reclamation, and (2) Instrument of Surrender which appear to have been enclosed 

to »oasa*irih 



~ -documents calle 


By Commission’s letter No. JMCL'Meeting-Proceedings/(l : olidw-U^)/99- 

2 Vu'4$v\ J'322 dated November 5, 20C3 addressed to Shri Umesii Kalra. Director 



!*•.') , Ministry, of Home Affairs. Government of India in response to 'the factual 

position regarding para 5 as indicated in Shri Kalra’s letter No.I/12014/13/2000-IS- 

• ' * ... ' ' ' ' 

v (NCB)’Vol.V dated 31.10.03, it has been pointed out that the 3 miles of Khosla 
Commission mentioned therein do .not contain cither the oriental or authenticated 

■i . w 

true copies ot the documents produced before the Khosla Commission and marked; 
{^exhibits or the ( proceedings of the said Commission and that the bound volumes 
of unsigned and uncertified copies of the depositions of the witnesses before the said 


jta «*•« ..y 

KWrA 


1 


I 


5 


’SAKS* 




Commission (as ieceivcd by us) appear to contain only some parts of its 
jmooeedings. The documents called for by the Commission by its letters dated 
r , *7 03 and 1 1.0-103 as referred to in the said para 5 are yet to be received, 


The Commission by its letter No.JMCL/OverseasAVitnesscs/2002-Q3/70(ll)/lS8 
dated August 05. 2003 has requested the Ministry of External Affairs, Government 
v f India to send particulars of some suitable willing Indian scholars or students of 
I'o.st-Graduate class in the U.S.A. indicating l suggesting the rate of remuneration, if 
.my, acceptable to them unless they would agree to do the same archival research, 
i.ee of remuneration for academic interest or for their love and respect of Netaji. 
Mather development in the matter is still awaited. 



Tv 


V / 


. 


!l . With Commission's letter No. JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/375 dated 
December 26; 2003 addressed to the Joint Secretary' (CNV), Ministry of External 

A Hairs. Government of India, a copy' of the official paper bearing No. 5190, which 

• 0 

is an extract from a note of discussion between Lord Wavcll, the Secretary of State, 

and R Arthur Henderson held on 27" h August, as collected from the U.K. in course 

» 

to London; h^s been sent to the said Joint Secretary 
Commission know as expeditiously as possible, the 
• result ofthe tSi^^imliifed by the Viceroy 4 ‘as'ntentibncd in the aforesauj document 


of tlto visit ofthe Commission t 
v / the request to kindly let the 


beat ing No. 5 ) 99. Their response is cited. 


& 


11 In Commission's letter No. i.MCi. Meeting-Proceedings (Follow Up) V 99- 
200 r, /48(V} 376 dated December 26, 2003 addressed to the Secret ai{\ Ministry of 
Hu no Affairs. Government of Lidia, it has been pointed out inter alia, that the 
locumems mentioned in para 2(iii). 2(v), and 2(vi) ofthe Cabinet Secretariat’s letter 
, \'o.281/12/l/20Q9-PS dated November 13, 2003 could not be traced out in Ministry 

of Home Affairs 1 filesNo . I/12014/9/77-D.II!. No.l/120!4'6/90-lS (Dill), and 
No 3 i 2/74-Pol. D.UJ (2 Vols.) in spite of thorough search not only by the Olliccrs 
,<‘)1 me Commission but also bv one Officer of the Ministrv of Home A Hairs in 
cot'.r.'C of his v isit from New Delhi to the Commission’s Office in Kolkata, though it 


I 


6 




A 


'•as been state:* in para 2 of the Ministry ot Home A Hairs’ letter 
•c.l 1201 -5/1 3/2000-1S (D.V) dated January' 2, 2003 that those documents are 
. ailable in the aforesaid files of the Ministry' of Home Allairs and that the 
.documents mentioned at para 2(,ii) 2(iv) could not be made available to the 
Commission. The . Secretary, Ministry' of Home Affairs has, thcrciore, been 
requested in the said letter dated December 26, 2003 of the Commission to kindly 
i.-Ae all possible steps to ensure early transmissioa of all the aforesaid live 
\ 'documents mentioned at para 2(ii), 2(iii), 2(iv), 2(v), and 2(vi) ot the aforesaid letter 


in 


f the Cabinet Secretariat. Funher development in the matter is awaited. 




i ■> 


i.*S- 


The report ofihe Indian Consulate of St. Petersburg [as intended to be sent later to 
the Commission in para 4 of the d.o. letter No.24/4/NGO-Vol. IX(I I ) dated June 1 1, 
2003 jf the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Aflairs. Government of 
India, addressed to the Secretary' of the Commission] is yet to be received by the 
('ommission in spite of several reminders to the said Ministry. 


■ 


ft* > Afl 

** ‘ t 

V-'T -Tt. 
s v* 


r*» 


J 

* ' *A 


v 






V 


If.o 


Auucxurc-C 

• : fie important limiters uliich she Commission has been constrained not to 
«m tiie repeated failure of the Ministrics/Departmcnts concerned of the 
: riicrit of India to comply with the directives of the Commission sent in that 
from time to time. 


;. i Morarji Dess;, the then Prime Minister of India, made a statement on the lloor 
the Parliament (L.ok Sabha) on August 2S, 197S that ‘'some further contemporary 
txcial documentary records have become available’ in the light of which “it is 
• i -ult to accept that the earlier conclusions (of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
• J the Khosla "Commission) are decisive”. But the said ‘further contemporary 
•t»;ci:il documentary records’ have not been made available to the Commission by 
the Government of India. 


■ follow-up action has been taken by the Ministry' of External Affairs. Government 

ui India, asj requested by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India on the 
> * 

’Glvr dated March 22. 1993 of Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma, the then President of India. 




ide Commission’s letter No.JMCL- r Records. / N.DcIhi/99-2000/37(III)/449 dated 
December 5, 2002 addressed to the Joint Secretary’ (CNV), Ministry of External 

, * *5 

\. : •’ . Government of India). 


- 


V 




\ ttrfj 


i liur 








E; rSBss? •• 

** Wz ' • ’ 




\ 


no •• 


£ 

? 


• b - 

1 lie documents mentioned in the d.o. letter dated February 3, 1998/of Dr. Ramesh 
C handra Mazunidar (a renowned historian, since deceased) addressed to Sliri Morarji 
L csm. the tiien Prime Minister of Indio, as also those mentioned in the note attached 
to the said d.o. letter of Dr. Mazumdar (vide c.p.s 16-20 of the Secret File 

Xo.2 o4/7S-PM of the Prime Minister’s Office) have not been made available by the 

— 


Secretaries, Ministry of Home Affairs and Ministry' of Information and Broadens tun 


A. 


— 

ns called :or from them by the Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Rccords/N.Dclhi/99- 

. p*. . 37 (Vo!.Il)/5»I2 dated Febmarv I, 2002 

* 

• •,4: | . 

... . . " 

\ ol. Nos. X\ III. XIX and XXII pertaining to the Khosla Commission along .with 
‘'•her relevant tiles / documents / records which have been shown in the Affidavit 


J 




. December 1°, 2001 of Sn:t Sniigeeta Gairola, Joint Secretary, Ministry of 

s j ' v Affairs. Government of India, as called for by the Commission’s letter 
\o i\!Cl/lUcords/N , .Dtlhi:99-2000/37(Vol.II).534 dated January 29, 2002 addressed 
'•> the Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs. Government of India, have not been made 
callable to the Commission, ' 


i'lu* Affidavit allegedly filed by the Government of India before the Kliosla 

I • * ; * . . ‘ •» 

Commission regarding dcstruction/missing of 3*4 confidential files on Nctaji lias not 

• \ . •- . . - 

>• en made available to the Commission. 




flic documents filed by the Government of India and other parties, if any, before the 
Mlicsla Commission which were made exhibits by the said Commission, have not 
oc-cn furnished by the Government of India to this Commission. Not even a 
comprehensive list of the said exhibits has been filed by the Government of India to 
this Commission. A 


•ji.'f 


, 7. Copies of some of the affidavits filed by different deponents before this Commission 

i ii nf.i /• i% \ f t t . 4 n?_ • . . am* m aT t . l . a # f i t t 


■JV J 

? • 



is Cpmnnss^on by any 


wire sent to the Ministry of Home Affairs, . Government of India, so that the 
Ministries Departments/ Offices concerned of the Government of India, might like to 
pot: overt the allesj&tions'asscrtiofiS contained in the said affidavits. In $pitc of close 
tersud«ion^(ifi|feunter-2^dav'- 
|of the authoritresfof the ’Government of India. Consequently, the Commission has 

. m - 

presumed that the authorities concerned of the Government of India/hasc nothin!' to 

1 *' . *? l&A- . . • .. • .. • 

iav regarding thiiffallegations/assenions of the said deponents made in their said 

affidavits arid the Ministry of Home AJTairs, "Government of India, have been k£pt 
ii iV.rinecI bv the Commission accordingly." 


VI- 


8 T!:e Ministry of Home Affairs and the Ministrv of External Affairs. Government of 


India, have been repeatedly requested by the Commission, in vain, to take up the 

/ | nntci'Avith the Goverhnjien: of the U.K. at appropriate levels so that the classified 
| British documents on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose/INA are got declassified and the 
^ can P eruse ^‘Cm for the purpose of its inquiry. 


Irlli 
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7 Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, KolkaJa=70Q087 


oV 

Phone: 


Fax : 033 2252-2765 

No. JMCI/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57(iv)/ 511 ( 
From : 

Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 



Chairman - 2252-2835 

Secretary - 2252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 2252-2765 

Office - 2252 - 2766/68 


e-mail : jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net. in 

March 24, 2004 
Under Certificate of Posting 


To 

The Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Govt, of India, South Block, 
New Delhi- 1 10001 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to inform you that the Commission will hold its next sitting on 16.04.2004 
starting at 11.00 AM at the the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166, Chittaranjan 
Avenue, Kolkata-700007, when the Commission, besides transacting other business, is likely to 
examine / further examine the witnesses as named below :- 




1. Shri Sugata Bose 

2. Shri Swadhin Sanyal 

3. Smt. Jayantee Bhattacharya 

4. Shri Rishi Ranjan Chakraborty 

5. Shri Pabitra Kumar Ghosh 

6. Shri Biswajit Dutta 



No. JMCI/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57(iv)/ 511 (74)/2> 
Copy forwarded to : 


Yours faithfully. 


So 



(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 



March 24, 2004 


1 . Mr. Tarakeswar Pal, Learned Senior Counsel, Government of India, 
33, Asoke Avenue, Kolkata 700040. 


2. Ms. Abha (Datta) Roy, Learned Counsel for the Govt, of West Bengal; 
F-4, Cluster XI, Purbachal Housing, Salt Lake City, Kolkata 700091 


(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


JS<CNV)MEA 
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Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AF 
NEW DELHI 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.XI 


April 6, 2004 


Dear 


Please refer to discussions we had in my office last week 
wherein you had requested for a meeting to be arranged 
between External Affairs Minister and Chairman of JMCI- 
Justice M.K.Mukerjee. 

2. In view of the Minister’s preoccupation due to the 
forthcoming elections, it has been suggested that a meeting 
could be scheduled after the elections. 

Yours sincerely, 


(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 

Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

13’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 




Dear 



Please refer to discussions we had in my office last week 
wherein you had requested for a meeting to be arranged 
between External Affairs Minister and Chairman of JMCI- 
Justice M.K.Mukeijee. 


2. In view of the Minister’s preoccupation due to the 
forthcoming elections, it has been suggested that a meeting 
could be scheduled after the elections. 






Yours sincerely, 


(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 

Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

TB’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 
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Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


^rSTToTO, ^ f^c 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFi 
NEW DELHI 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.XI April 6, 2004 

Dear , 


Please refer to discussions we had in my office last week 
wherein you had requested for a meeting to be arranged 
between External Affairs Minister and Chairman of JMCI- 
Justice M.K.Mukerjee. 

2. In view of the Minister’s preoccupation due to the 
forthcoming elections, it has been suggested that a meeting 
could be scheduled after the elections. 

Yours sincerely. 


(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 

Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 

T3’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kollcata 700 087 




Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


f^rerTT ^ 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.XI 


April 6, 2004 


Dear 


Please refer to discussions we had in my office last week 
wherein you had requested for a meeting to be arranged 
between External Affairs Minister and Chairman of JMCI- 
Justice M.K.Mukerjee. 

2. In view of the Minister’s preoccupation due to the 
forthcoming elections, it has been suggested that a meeting 
could be scheduled after the elections. 


Ua-cHsj 


Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 






No. VI/1 1034/18/98-IS(V)/NCB-II 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


°\i -j-s h 



IMMEDIATE 


New Delhi, dated 29.3.04. 

To 

The Ministry of External Affairs, 

Noth Block, 

New Delhi. (Attention:Ms. Ruchi Ghanshyam, Director(CNV). 

Subjectr-Extension of the term of Justice M.K. Mukheijee Commission of 
Inquiry beyond 14.5.2004. 

Sir, 

Please refer to this Ministry’s letter of even number dated 08.3.2004 
(copy enclosed) on the subject mentioned above. It is requested that the 
specific comments on the pending issues shown against the Ministry of External 
Affairs may kindly be expedited to enable us to process the case for further 
Extension of the Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 


Yours faithfully, 




DIRECTOR 




No. VI/1 1034/1 8/98-IS(V)/NCB-II 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India 
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Dated the 8“ 3 - D^j 
To 

The Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, 

New Delhi. 

Subject:-Extension of the term of Justice M.K. Mukheijee Commission of 
Inquiry beyond 14.5.2004. 

Sir, 









iWv-. 



No. VI/11 034/1 8/98-IS(V)/NCB-II 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India 


Dated the ^'•3*0'-) 


To 


The Ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, 

New Delhi. 

Subjectr-Extension of the term of Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry beyond 14.5.2004. 


Sir, 


I am directed to refer to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
letter No, JMCI/ADMN/99-2000/32(II)/443, dated 17.2.2004(copy enclosed) 
on the subject mentioned above and to say that the parawise comments in 
respect of para 1,4,5,6,7.10 and 12 of Annexure B and para 2&8 of Annexure 
C , may please be sent to us urgently for processing the case for father 
extension of term of Justice Mukhariee Commission of Inquiry beyond 
14.5.2004. 


Yours faithfully 



Enel. As above. 



Phone: 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street,' Kolkata-700087 

Fax : 033-2252-2765 


Chairman - 2252-2836 

Secretary - 2252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 2252-2765 

Office - 2252 - 2766/68 

e-mail jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in 


NO. JMCI/ Admn/99-2000/32(II)/443 


February 17, 2004. 



From : P.JK. Sengupta 
Secretary 

BY REGISTERED POST WI* J.A/D 
To 

Shri Rakesh 
Joint Secretary (IS) 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India 
North Block 
New Delhi 110 001 

Sub: Extension of the term of Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry beyond 14.05.2004. 


Sir, 

I am directed to refer to Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Admn/99- 
2000/32(Vol.II)/25 1 dated September 9, 2003 addressed to you soliciting further extension 
of the term of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry for one year beyond 14.11.2003 
for reasons explained and referred to therein. By Notification No. S.O. 1313(E) dated 
November 14, 2003 of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, the term of the 
Commission was extended for a further period beyond November 14, 2003 but not later 
than May 14, 2004. 

>. 

• A 

I am directed to state that the Commission is not in a position to complete its 
inquiry within May 14, 2004 as most of the reasons stated and referred to in Commission’s 

aforesaid letter dated September 9, 2003 as also stated in its earlier proposals for extension 

| 

^of the terms of the Commission still hold good. 

The statement attached herewith and marked as Annexure-A indicates, inter alia, in 
brief, the number of witnesses examined in course of the hearings as also on Commission, 

v^y 





the number of exhibits and the number of material exhibits admitted by the Commission, 
the number of sittings held by the Commission, and the number of affidavits filed before 
the Commission. 

The statement attached herewith and marked as Annexure-B indicates some long 
pending important matters of the Commission with the Government of India. 

The statement attached herewith and marked as Annexure-C indicates some of the 
important matters which the Commission has been constrained not to pursue on the 
repeated failures of the Ministries/Departments concerned of the Government of India to 
comply with the directives of the Commission sent in that regard from time to time. 

The matters stated in Annexure-B and Annexure-C to this letter show the nature 
and extent of the existing hurdles faced by the Commission in conducting its inquiry which 
are required to be removed to the maximum extent possible as expeditiously as possible so 
that the Commission can do proper justice to the work assigned to it. 

The relevant records of the Government of India pertaining to this Commission 
will show that quite a number of some other hurdles could ultimately be removed in the 
past due to diligent and persistent endeavours of the Government of India on being 
untiringly pursued by the Commission for months after months and sometimes for years 
together. Besides, the inquiry of the Commission has essentially become a highly time 
consuming exercise particularly because of the following reasons :- 

(a) The Commission’s inquiry is inquisitorial, and not adversarial, in nature. 

(b) The subject matter of its inquiry is considerably more than half-a-century old. 

(c) Many of the relevant foreign witnesses who might be still living are yet to be 
located and examined by the Commission. 

(d) Many of the apparently relevant documents are in the custody of foreign 
Governments who are yet to be persuaded by the Government of India to make 
those documents available to the Commission. 


(e) Many of the relevant and important documents of the Government of India are 
yet to be made available to the Commission and the present whereabouts of 
many relevant Indian witnesses examined by the Khosla Commission are yet to 
be collected with the help of the administrative authorities of the State 
concerned (which is likely to be a considerably time-consuming exercise 
requiring intervention of the Government of India vide d.o. letter 
No.I/ 12014/1 3/2000-IS (D.III)/NCB (Vol.V) dated January 29/30, 2004 of the 
Director (S), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, addressed to the 
Chief Secretary, Nagaland. 

(f) It is taking considerable time to get the reports of the handwriting experts in 
respect of their verification of the specimen handwritings of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose with the questioned handwritings allegedly of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose as also to get the reports of the D.N.A. experts on the D.N.A. 
profiles of the blood samples of the kins of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
collected after prolonged persuasion, and matching of the said D.N.A. profiles 
thereof with those of the specimens collected from Faizabad Treasury to 
establish the identity of the subject to whom those specimens belong. 

(g) The Commission had written a letter on 10.04.2003 to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India, with a copy of that letter endorsed to the Joint 
Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, with a 
request to take necessary action as early as possible so as to enable the 
Commission to get necessary anthropological evaluation and other necessary 
tests done for taking the next step for D.N.A. test pn the alleged mortal remains 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji temple of Japan. From the 
response dated August 13, 2003 of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government 
of India received by the Commission it appears that the Commission will only 
get the logistic support from the Government of India in the matter and the 
Commission itself has to find out ways and means for ascertaining feasibility 
of D.N.A. test of the said alleged mortal remains of Netaji and if the same is 
feasible, to arrange for holding necessary D.N.A. test thereof, though it is not 


clear to the Commission whether or not the Japanese would allow to take 
samples from the said mortal remains for the purpose of the aforesaid tests and, 
in the event of their refusal to allow to take samples, whether delivery of the 
entire mortal remains should be taken from the Renkoji temple and brought to 
India for taking the required samples thereof and whether thereafter the charge 
of the residual part of the said mortal remains will be taken by the Government 
of India for its preservation pending conduct of the said D.N.A. test. The 
Commission is yet to get the required clarifications from the Government of 
India in this regard. The Commission is also yet to get the report called for 
from the Government of India by its letter dated September 5, 2003 addressed 
to the Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs with a copy endorsed to the 
I Director (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India and is also yet 
to get response from the Government of India in respect of its suggestions 
contained in the said letter dated September 5, 2003 for holding D.N.A. tests of 
the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in Renkoji 
temple, (vide para 1 of Annexure-B for details). It is likely to take considerable 
time to get the aforesaid matter settled. 

(h) Since the Government of India is not having diplomatic relation with the 
Government of Taiwan, the former are not in a position to render any help to 
the Commission regarding publication of the Commission’s notice in the 
newspapers of Taiwan for information of the public regarding the visit of the 
Commission to Taiwan and the terms of reference of the Commission. It is yet 
to be known to the Commission whether the Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India would be able to get any assistance of any 
agencies/organizations for obtaining the documents asked for by the 
Commission from Taiwan. The Commission also needs assistance of the 
Ministry of External Affairs for contacting the witnesses it wants to examine at 
Taipei and for identifying the relevant places it wants to visit for the purpose 
of its inquiry in Taiwan. The said assistance is yet to be extended to the 
Commission by the Government of India. As the time is fast running out, the 
Commission is also seeking assistance of private individual 



agencies/organizations to supplement the endeavours of the Government 
India in the matter. It is likely to take considerable time to finalize and 
complete the visit of the Commission to Taiwan. 

(i) The Commission is also required to give reasonable opportunities to the 
deponents to peruse the records before the Commission and to obtain copies 
thereof and to make their submissions /arguments before the Commission after 
the end of the examination of all witnesses including the examination of experts 
who have already submitted their reports or will be submitting their reports on 
completion of their examination. 

In view of the facts and circumstances stated above I am directed to request you to 
kindly take necessary steps for extension of the term of Justice M.K. Mukheijee 
Commission of Inquiry for a further period of at least one year beyond 14 th May, 2004. 

Necessary Government Notification extending the term of the Commission for a 
further period of one year with effect from 15.05.2004 may kindly be communicated at an 
early date so that the Government of India may get adequate time to remove the aforesaid 
hurdles and the Commission may continue its inquiry without any break or interruption 
and may draw up its programmes for hearing in different places of India and abroad which 
are essentially warranted for proper completion of the inquiry of the Commission. 


Y< — .. 



Enel : As stated above. 


(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Annexure-A 


1 . 

No. of witnesses examined ; 

112 

2. 

No. of Exhibits 

203 

3. 

Material Exhibit 

XIX 

4. 

No. of Sitting held by the Hon’ble Chairman 

26 * 

5 

No. of witnesses examined by the Hon’ble Chairman 

76 

6. 

No. of witnesses examined by the Secretary on 
Commission 

12 

7 

No. of witnesses examined by the Principal Private 
Secretary on Commission 

24 

8. 

No. of affidavits filed by State deponents including 
one on behalf of West Bengal Govt. 

10 

9. 

No. of affidavits filed by deponents other than the 

States deponents 

63 

10. 

No. of deponents and Co-deponents in the affidavits 
at Serial No. 9. 

79 


* In the 26 th sitting of the Commission, none out of the five witnesses summoned appeared. 
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JMCI - Witness Particulars 


Annexure-B 


Some Long Pending matters of the Commission with the Govt, of India 

I 

As far back as on September 05, 2003 the Commission along with its letter No. 

JMCI/EO/2002-03/83(III)/245, addressed to the Secretary, Ministry of External 

Affairs, Government of India, has sent a copy of the news -item captioned, 

“Government to authenticate on Netaji’s ashes by DNA test” published in the Delhi 

edition of ‘The Statesman’ on Saturday, October 28, 1995 and has requested him to 

% I 

let the Commission know what has actually happened with regard to the reported 
decision of the Government of India to opt for DNA test of the alleged ashes of 
Netaji by forming a Committee consisting of DNA experts, CBI officials, etc. as 
reported in the said news- item and has also been requested to make available to the 
Commission the services of CDFD, Hyderabad, a competent Member of the CBI 
and the DNA experts, viz.. Dr. Michalle Holland of the USA and Dr. Kevin Salevan 
of the UK as mentioned in the said news-item so that the Commission may with 
their help and assistance get the DNA tests of the alleged ashes of Netaji done 

I 

without any further avoidable delay. A copy of the said letter has also been 
endorsed to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. Unfortunately, 
their response is still awaited. 
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By Commission’s d.o. letter No.JMCI/Overseas/Witness/2002-03/70(II)/301 dated 

+ • . ’ 

October 29, 2003 addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, 

UUt 

Government of India, the receipt of her d.o.,No.24/4/NGO/Vol.X dated October 13, 
2003, which is professed to be in reply to the Commission’s letter dated April 1, 
2003, has been acknowledged and it has been pointed out therein that neither her 
said d.o. letter dated October 13, 2003 nor its enclosure in English speaks about the 
fate of the two letters of the Commission addressed to Prof. E.N. Komorov of 
Moscow Academy of Sciences, and Prof. Y.V. Pechenko of St. Petersburg 
University which were enclosed with the Commission’s said letter dated April 1, 
2003 for causing delivery; that her said d.o. letter dated October 13, 2003 is also 
silent about the outcome of the request of the Commission to approach the 
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V 



/~\ Government of Russia for access of the Commission to the Archives of KGB (FSB) 
as also about the outcome of the communication of the Indian Mission in Moscow to 
the witnesses mentioned in the list of the Commission sent to the Ministry of 
External Affairs with its aforesaid letter dated April 1, 2003 . The Ministry of 
External Affairs has been further requested in that letter to let the Commission 
know the result of the requests made in paras 1,2 and 3 of its said letter dated April 
1, 2003. Their reply is still awaited. 
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By Commission’s letter No JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/33 1 dated November 
12, 2003, the attention of the Joint Secretary (CNV) has been drawn to the d.o. letter 
No.25/4/NGO/Vol.X dated 13.10.2003 of the Director (CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India , and he has been requested to kindly let the 
Commission know immediately the present position of the other pending matters 
mentioned in the d o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol(IX) dated 27.06.2003 of the Ministry 
as also to send a complete list of all the archives of the Russian Federation. The 
reports called for are still awaited. 



4. By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/CPDC/2002/86/394 dated January 08, 2004 

addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 

her attention has been drawn to her d.o. letter bearing No.25/4/NGO/V ol.X dated 

25.11 .2003 and she has been requested to kindly send to the Commission a progress 

report in the matter of their exploring alternative options for seeking the assistance 

of other agencies/organizations for obtaining the requisite documents concerning the 

alleged air crash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945 and the alleged consequent death of 

Netaji and she has also been requested to make available to the Commission as 

early as possible all the relevant documents in the matter. Irr this connection it may 

be added that when it proposed to visit Taiwan in 2002 the Commission was made 

to understand that the Government of India would not be in a position to make any 

payment on behalf of the Commission in Taipei and that the payment for all services 

« 

in Taipei including the cost of hotel accommodation, transport, interpreter, 
photographer, etc., would need to be made directly by the Commission itself and 


that publication of the notice in leading local dailies in English and local languages 
in Taiwan regarding holding of the hearing of the Commission in Taiwan would 
have to be arranged by the Commission itself. Consequently, the Commission made 
endeavours to contact the authorities in Taiwan to know about the availability of 
relevant documents and relevant witnesses in Taiwan as the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, expressed their difficulties to render the required help 
and assistance in the matter to the Commission on the ground that the Government 
of India is not having any diplomatic relations with the Government of Taiwan. 
Subsequently, the Ministry of External Affairs advised the Commission (vide d.o. 
letter No. 25/4/NGO/Vol.IX dated September 24, 2003 of the Director (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, to the Secretary of the 
Commission) not to approach the authorities of Taiwan in the aforesaid matters 
directly but to write to the Ministry of External Affairs for the information required 
to be obtained by the Commission from Taiwan. 

Present whereabouts of all the relevant witnesses examined earlier outside India as 
also of those mentioned anew reportedly living abroad, are yet to be collected and 
the reports regarding availability/non-availability of the relevant documents are yet 
to be obtained/collected from most of the foreign countries concerned by the 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, to make them available to the 
Commission on receipt of which the Commission might be required to draw up 
pr ogrammes for its visit to the relevant foreign countries for examination of 
witnesses and documents available there as also for inspection of important relevant 
sites in those countries. In this connection Commission’s letters no. 
JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(iv)/398 dated November 11, 2002, and no. 
JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2000-0 1/70/43 3 dated November 27, 2002, both 

f 

addressed to the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of India, 
and its letter no. JMCI/OverseasAVitnesses/2000-0 1 /70(ii)/6£ 1 dated April 01, 2003 
addressed to the Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, of India, may kindly 
be referred to. 


6 . 



By Commission’s letter No. JMCI/1 1/2000/295 dated 20.10.2003 addressed to the 

Director, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, it has been pointed out 

that the report of the Ministry of Home Affairs sent to the Commission under their 

No.I/12014/13/2000-NCB dated 19/24.09.2003 does not state specifically as to 

whether the documents called for by Commission’s letter No.JMCI/1 1/2000/542 

dated February 17, 2003 are in existence or not. It has also been stated in the said 
— __ — 1 

letter dated 20.10.2003 of the Commission that if the said documents are in 
existence, the reason for which those have not yet been sent to the Commission in 
spite of repeated reminders may also be intimated to the Commission immediately. 
The response of the Ministry of Home Affairs is still awaited. 


7. 



By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70(II)/288 dated 
16.10.03 addressed to Shri Vijoy Gokhale, Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India, his attention has been drawn to the copy of 
the enclosure captioned, “Directive to the Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers” bearing dated August 14, 1945 forwarded with his d.o. letter 
No.25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated May 7, 2003 and he has been requested to kindly 
obtain through the Indian Mission in the USA authenticated copies of the (1) 
Proclamation, and (2) Instrument of Surrender which appear to have been enclosed 
to the original copy of the aforesaid directive bearing dated 14.08.1945. The 
documents called for are yet to be received. 


8. By Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings/(Follow-Up)/99- 
2000/48(V)/322 dated November 5, 2003 addressed to Shri Umesh Kalra, Director 
(IS) , Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India in response to the factual 
position regarding para 5 as indicated in Shri Kalra’s letter No.I/12014/13/2000-IS- 
V (NCB)/Vol. V dated 3 1 .10.03, it has been pointed out that the 3 17 files of Khosla 
Commission mentioned therein do not contain either the original or authenticated 
true copies of the documents produced before the Khosla Commission and marked 
as exhibits or the proceedings of the said Commission and that the bound volumes 
of unsigned and uncertified copies of the depositions of the witnesses before the said 



Commission (as received by us) appear to contain only some parts of its 
proceedings. The documents called for by the Commission by its letters dated 
17.02.03 and 1 1.04.03 as referred to in the said para 5 are yet to be received. 


o 



The Commission by its letter No.JMCI/OverseasAVitnesses/2002-03/70(II)/188 
dated August 05, 2003 has requested the Ministry of External Affairs, Government 
of India to send particulars of some suitable willing Indian scholars or students of 
Post-Graduate class in the U.S.A. indicating / suggesting the rate of remuneration, if 
any, acceptable to them unless they would agree to do the same archival research, 
free of remuneration for academic interest or for their love and respect of Netaji. 
Further development in the matter is still awaited. 


10 . 
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With Commission’s letter No. JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/375 dated 
December 26, 2003 addressed to the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, a copy of the official paper bearing No. 5190, which 
is an extract from a note of discussion between Lord Wavell, the Secretary of State, 
and R. Arthur Henderson held on 27* August, as collected from the U.K. in course 
of the visit of the Commission to London, has been sent to the said Joint Secretary 
with the request to kindly let the Commission know as expeditiously as possible, the 
result of the inquiry initiated by the Viceroy as mentioned in the aforesaid document 
bearing No. 5 190. Their response is awaited. 


11. In Commission’s letter No JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings (Follow Up) / 99- 
2000/48(V)/376 dated December 26, 2003 addressed to the Secretary, Ministry of 
, Home Affairs, Government of India, it has been pointed out inter alia, that the 
documents mentioned in para 2(iii), 2(v), and 2(vi) of the Cabinet Secretariat’s letter 
v 1 ^ No.281/12/l/2000-PS dated November 13, 2003 could not be traced out in Ministry 

of Home Affairs' file* No . I/12014/9/77-D.m, No.I/12014/6/90-IS (D.m), and 
No.31/2/74-Pol. D.m (2 Vols.) in spite of thorough search not only by the Officers 
of the Commission but also by one Officer of the Ministry of Home Affairs in 
course of his visit from New Delhi to the Commission’s Office in Kolkata, though it 
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has been stated in para 2 of the Ministry of Home Affairs’ letter 
No.I/12014/13/2000-IS (D.V) dated January 2, 2003 that those documents are 
available in the aforesaid files of the Ministry of Home Affairs and that the 
documents mentioned at para 2(ii) 2(iv) could not be made available to the 
Commission. The Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs has, therefore, been 
requested in the said letter dated December 26, 2003 of the Commission to kindly 
take all possible steps to ensure early transmission; of all the aforesaid five 
documents mentioned at para 2(ii), 2(iii), 2(iv), 2(v), and 2(vi) of the aforesaid letter 
of the Cabinet Secretariat. Further development in the matter is awaited. 


12 . 



The report of the Indian Consulate of St. Petersburg [as intended to be sent later to 
the Commission in para 4 of the d.o. letter No.24/4/NGO-Vol.IX(II) dated June 11, 
2003 of the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 
India, addressed to the Secretary of the Commission] is yet to be received by the 
Commission in spite of several reminders to the said Ministry. 



¥ 


t 


Annexure-C 








'“‘Some of the important matters which the Commission has been constrained not to 
pursue on the repeated failure of the Ministries/Departments concerned of the 
Government of India to comply with the directives of the Commission sent in that 
regard from time to time. 






1 Shri Morarji Desai, the then Prime Minister of India, made a statement on the floor 
of the Parliament (Lok Sabha) on August 28, 1978 that ‘some further contemporary 
official documentary records have become available’ in the light of which “it is 
difficult to accept that the earlier conclusions (of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
and the Khosla Commission) are decisive”. But the said ‘further contemporary 
official documentary records’ have not been made available to the Commission by 
the Government of India. 
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2. No follow-up action has been taken by the Ministry of External Affairs, Government 
of India, as requested by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India on the 
letter dated March 22, 1993 of Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma, the then President of India, 
(vide Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Records/N.Delhi/99-2000/37(IH)/449 dated 
December 5, 2002 addressed to the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India). 
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3. The documents mentioned in the do. letter dated February 3, 1998 of Dr. Ramesh 
Chandra Mazumdar (a renowned historian, since deceased) addressed to Shri Moraiji 
Desai, the then Prime Minister of India, as also those mentioned in the note attached 
to the said d.o. letter of Dr. Mazumdar (vide c.p.s 16-20 of the Secret File 
No.2/64/78-PM of the Prime Minister’s Office) have not been made available by the 

r 

Secretaries, Ministry of Home Affairs and Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 
as called for from them by the Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Records/N.Delhi/99- 
2000/37 (Vol.II)/542 dated February 1, 2002. 
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Vol. Nos. XVIII, XIX and XXII pertaining to the Khosla Commission along with 

~ 1 ' * * — , 

other relevant files / documents / records which have been shown in the Affidavit 


\\ 
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dated December 19, 2001 of Smt. Sangeeta Gairola, Joint Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Government of India, as called for by the Commission’s letter 
No .JMCI/Records/N. Delhi/99-2000/3 7(Vol .II)/ 534 dated Januaryj>9^2002 addressed 
to the Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of IrKtnipi&ve not been made 
available to the Commission. 


5. The Affidavit allegedly filed by the Government of India before the Khosla 
Commission regarding destruction/missing of 34 confidential files on Netaji has not 
been made available to the Commission. 

6. The documents filed by the Government of India and other parties, if any, before the 
Khosla Commission which were made exhibits by the said Commission, have not 
been furnished by the Government of India to this Commission. Not even a 
comprehensive list of the said exhibits has been filed by the Government of India to 
this Commission. 


7. Copies of some of the affidavits filed by different deponents before this Commission 
were sent to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, so that the 
Ministries/Departments/ Offices concerned of the Government of India, might like to 
controvert the allegations/assertions contained in the said affidavits. In spite of close 
persuasion, no such counter-affidavits have been filed before this Commission by any 
of the authorities of the Government of India. Consequently, the Commission has 
presumed that the authorities concerned of the Government of India have nothing to 
say regarding the allegations/assertions of the said deponents made in their said 
affidavits and the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, have been kept 
informed by the Commission accordingly. 

k 

8. The Ministry of Home Affairs and the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 
India, have been repeatedly requested by the Commission, in vain, to take up the 
matter with the Government of the U.K. at appropriate levels so that the classified 
British documents on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose/INA are got declassified and the 
Commission can peruse them for the purpose of its inquiry. 



f^yi ^HeRT, ^ 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.XI 


April 6, 2004 


Dear 


Please refer to discussions we had in my office last week 
wherein you had requested for a meeting to be arranged 
between External Affairs Minister and Chairman of JMCI- 
Justice M.K.Mukerjee. 

2. In view of the Minister’s preoccupation due to the 
forthcoming elections, it has been suggested that a meeting 
could be scheduled after the elections. 


U^-cHv 


Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary- 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 



please 
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Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.XI 


April 5, 2004 


Dear 


Please refer to your letter No.JMCI/EO/2002- 
2003/ 83(111)/ 245, dated September 5, 2003 drawing attention 
to a news item published on 28.10.95 in the ‘Statesman’ 
indicating that ‘the Government had decided to conduct DNA 
tests on the alleged mortal remains/ ashes of Netaji kept in the 
Renkoji Temple in Japan’. 

2. The 1995 news item contains a reference about the 
‘composition of a Committee consisting of DNA experts, CBI 
officials etc.’. The matter was referred to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs. The MHA has conveyed that on scrutiny of available 
MHA records of the relevant period, it has been found that no 
Committee of the type mentioned in the news-item was 
constituted for the said purpose. MHA has also separately 
clarified the following points related to DNA testing of the 
alleged mortal remains/ashes of Netaji:- 

• The appointment of experts for the purpose of DNA 
testing is to be done by the Justice Mukerjee 
Commission. 

• Issues like decision on holding of anthropological 
evaluation to determine feasibility of DNA testing/ 
selection of experts fall under the JMCTs purview. 

• JMCI’s decision on these issues, as and when taken, 
could be conveyed to MEA for facilitating the visit of 
experts to Japan. 


contd page 2/ — 


3. 


The Ministry of Home Affairs has also conveyed 
suggestions received from Shri Sugata Bose, Director, 
Netaji Research Bureau, Kolkata underlying the 
following: - 

(a) the need to ensure that any test is done with the 
deepest reverence and respect; 

(b) that any DNA test must be conducted by a top DNA 
expert or experts in the world, and 

(c) that proper sensitivity should be shown to Japanese 
sentiments. 


Yours sincerely, 
Sd/- 

(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 / A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 


opy for information to : 


Shri U.K.Kalra, Director, Ministry of Home Affairs, NCB-II 
Section, North Block, New Delhi, with reference to his letter 
No. 1/ 12014/ 13/ 2000-NCB dted 15.1.2004. 




Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


Cjoj i (fy[Ch n)('- 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry El 


Fax : 

009 1 - 033 - 252-2765 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kelkata 700 087 


No. JMCI/E0/2002-2003/83(III)/51 7 






one: 


Chairrfian 
Secretary 
Officer on 
Special Duty 
Office 


- 2252-2835 
2252-2767 

- 2252-2765 

- 2252 - 2766/68 


e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cai. 3 . vsnl.net. in 

March 25, 2004 


From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary. 

To 

Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
Government of India 
South Block 
New Delhi 1 10 001 


SUB 


Sir, 




DNA TESTS OF ALLEGED ASHES OF NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE KEPT IN THE 
RENKOJI TEMPLE IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH THE IDENTITY V? 


I am directed to request you to kindly refer to this Commission’s letter No. 
JMCI/CI/EO/2002-2003/83 (iii)/245 dt: 5 September, 2003 on the aforesaid subject (copy 
enclosed). No reply to that letter has yet been received inspite of several reminders. 

Smt. Ruchi Ghanashyam, Director (CNV), of your Ministry in her d o. letter No. 
25/4/NGO/Vol IX dt. 4 August, 2003 informed that the Ministry of Home Affairs had 
opined that the selection of DNA expert in India was to be done by the Justice Mukherjee of 
Inquiry. She further requested the Commission to select Indian and Japanese DNA experts 
with the consent of your Ministry “to facilitate the process with the help of our Embassy in 
Tokyo” (copy enclosed). In the earlier part of the same letter Smt. Ghanashyam informed 
that Shri Aftab Seth, the then Ambassador of India in Tokyo, had informed that the Mission 
had identified a Japanese expert for the purpose. With reference to that d o. letter, the 
Director, (CNV), was requested to furnish the Commission with the name and further 
relevant particulars including credentials of the Japanese expert identified by the Indian 
Mission in Japan for the purpose of the DNA tests of the alleged ashes of Netaji kept in the 
Renkoji Temple (vide letter No. JMCI/EO/200202003/84(III)/238 dt: 3 September, 2003, a 
copy of which is enclosed). Till now the Commission has not received the name and thel 
particulars of the Japanese expert. 

The Commission also contacted the Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics, 
Hyderabad, The Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad and the Central 
Forensic Science Laboratory, Kolkata. 


Shri Lalji Singh, Director, CCMB, Hyderabad, informed the Commission that 
necessary laboratory facility for the proposed DNA test does not exist in India. Dr. Hasnain, 
Director, CDFD, Hyderabad, was also requested to inform the Commission whether his 
institute could render necessary help and services to the Commission for preliminary 
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^examination including anthropological evaluation and necessary photographing for 
, ascertaining whether DNA test could be done. A copy of the d o. letter No.JMCI/EO/2002- 
2003/83 (Vol.III)/420 dt: 20 January, 2004 addressed to Dr.S.E.Hasnain, which is 
- self-explanatory, is enclosed. In reply to this letter. Dr. Hasnain informed that CDFD is not 
competent enough to provide help in the matter of anthropological evolution and necessary 
photographing of the ashes (vide his letter CDFD/DNAFD/2003/650 dt: 22. 1.2004, a copy of 
which is enclosed). A copy of the d o. letter No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/(iii)/379 dt: 30 
December, 2003 addressed to Dr V.K. Kashyap, Director Central Forensic Laboratory, 
Kolkata, wherein the steps taken by the Commission for DNA test of the ashes were 
elaborately mentioned, is also enclosed to apprise the ministry of the steps taken by the 
Commission in this regard. In his d.o. letter CFSL(K) VI/03/0 1/002/Mukh. Com/195 dt: 13 
January, 2004 (copy enclosed), Dr. Kashyap, Director Central Forensic Laboratory, Kolkata, 
informed the Commission that they were preparing a list of Japanese experts suitable for the 
proposed work and that the same would be forwarded to the Commission very shortly. But 
till now no name of Japanese expert has been received from him despite several reminders. 


In this backdrop and keeping in view the possible ramifications of taking out the 
ashes for preliminary examination and anthropological evaluation for DNA tests, which, the 
Commission feels, only the Government can suitably tackle, the Hon’ble Chairman of the 
Commission desires to meet the Hon’ble Minister for External Affairs for discussions to 
sort out, as early as possible, the problems of DNA test and find out ways and means for 
DNA test for the alleged ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the Renkoji Temple. I am 
directed to state that the Commission strongly feels that, in the interest of the inquiry, it is 
imperative that feasibility of the DNA test of the mortal remains should be ascertained and, 
if feasible, DNA test should be conducted on the mortal remains to ascertain the identity of 
the deceased with utmost dispatch. 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to kindly arrange a meeting of the Hon’ble 
Chairman with the Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs as early as possible, preferably in 
the 1 st week of April, 2004. The Hon’ble Chairman may kindly be informed well in advance 
the date and time of the meeting that may be arranged. 

I am to request you to kindly treat this matter as extremely urgent. 

Thanking you. 



( 


jm . Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

^ % rOR iWOLMRY 1^0 THE ALLEGED DISAPPEARANCE OF 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

*B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 i/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 

Fax: : 

009 1403 - 252*2765 

BY SPEED POST 

No. JMCt/EO/2002-2003/83(lll)/245 


Phone: 

Chairman - 2252-2835 
Secretary - 2252-2767 
Officer cn 

SpeciolDniy - 2252-2766 
Office • 2252 - 2766/68 

e-mail : 

jmeinse fra cal . 3 .ysnl.net in 

September 05, 2003 


From : Shri t’.K. Scngupta, 
See ret an'. 


To 

Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block. 

New Delhi - 110 001 
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Sir, 

Sub: DNA tests of alleged ashes of Netaji 

1 am directed to invite your attention to a news item captioned ‘f Govt, to 
authenticate 'Netaji’s ‘ashes’ by DNA test “ published in the Delhi edition of the Statesman 
of Saturday October 28, 1995(by-iine Subrata Sen of the Statesman News Service), A copy 
m of the Statesman was filed before this Commission by Sri Surya Kumar Basu, a deponent, 
along with his affidavit no. JMCI/30. 

From the first three paragraphs of the aforesaid news it appears that in 1995 the 
Govt, of India had decided to conduct DNA tests on the alleged ashes of Netaji kept in 
the Rcnkoji Temple in Japan for resolving the controversy shrouding the alleged death of 
Netaji. It further appears that the Govt, of Japan had agreed to cooperate with the Govt, of 
India in the matter of the DNA tests and had informed the Govt, of India that a tooth of 
Netaji had been preserved with the ashes which could be used for the DNA tests. 

three of the news further discloses that the Ministry of External Affairs 
would form a Committee to ascertain whether the ashes kept in the said temple were those 
of Netaji or not and that such a Committee would be comprised of the members from the 
CBI., the DNA Testing Laboratory,Hyderabad, the Govt, of Japan. DNA experts from the 
USA ar.d the UK and members of Netaji’s family. It further appears therefrom that two 
renowned DNA experts namely. Dr. Michalle Holland of the USA and Dr. Kevin Salevan 
of the UK had already been consulted and both of them reportedly said that it would be 
possible to verify the authenticity of the ashes from the tooth. 

v ‘ .1 :j • , , ; , . * * ; 

1 am now directed to request you to let the Commission know what actually 
happened with regard to the reported decision of the Govt, of India to opt for DNA tests of 
the alleged ashes of Netaji by forming a Committee consisting of DNA experts, CBI offi 
cials^ctc. 
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1 am directed to invite your notice to the series of correspondence of the Commission 
h your Ministry and the Ministry of Home Affairs regarding the Commission’s decision 
to have DNA tests of the alleged ashes of Netaji, if it is found feasible after necessary 
scientific tests and evaluation. You are definitely aware that on examination of the urn 
allegedly containing the ashes of Netaji by two senior officials of the Embassy of India in 
Japan at the behest of the Commission it was found that the said urn contained some bones 
and bone fragments . The Centre For DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics, Hyderabad, and 
the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad ,were approached for DNA tests 
of the alleged ashes containing bones and bone fragments^but the Director of the Centre for 
Cellular and Molecular Biology informed their inability to conduct DNA tests in the 
absence of essential infrastructure for such tests. Thereafter some DNA scientists of the 
CK,^HSA and Germany were contacted. From the opinion of some of them it appears that 
mitochondria DNA tests may be possible after ascertaining the feasibility of separating 
DNA by conducting necessary scientific tests and evaluation. Now that the news in the 
Statesman discloses that as early as in 1995 the Govt, of India , Ministry of External Affairs, 
decided to form a Committee consisting of DNA experts from the USA andJJK, members 
from CB1 and the DNA Testing Laboratory and others for ascertaining by DNA tests 
whether the alleged ashes were those of Netaji or not , 1 am directed to request you to make 
available the services of CDFD, Hyderabad, a competent member of the CBI and the DNA 
experts named in the third paragraph of the said report, namely Dr. Michalle Holland of the 
USA and Dr. Kevin Salevan of the UK, to the Commission so that the Commission may 
with their help and assistance get the DNA tests of the alleged ashes done without any 
further avoidable delay. 

i • i 

As the matter is extremely urgent, an early reply will be highly appreciated. 

Yours faithfully, 

Enclo: As stated (One) py SP£~£*p POST (P.K. Sengupta) 


Secretary 


coTf 


No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(l!l)/245/1 


September 05, 2003 
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Copy forwarded to Sri U.K.Kalra, Director (IS), Ministry' of Home Affairs, Govt, of India, 
North Block, New Dclhi/l 10001 . for information. 



(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


* 


Uudii (.'imnusln am 
Director (CiNV) 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-VoI.lX 
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August 4, 2003 




Dear Siiri Sengupta, 


This is regarding the issue of DNA test of the alleged mortal remains 
of Nelaji Snbhns Chandra Bose in the Renkoji Temple. 





2. Suit. Krishna Bose, MP and Chairperson of the Standing Committee 
of Parliament for External Affairs had separately written to the Ambassador 
of India in Tokyo to ensure that proper respect is shown to Netaji’s mortal 
remains and (hat the best expert be chosen for the DNA testing. In January 
2003, Shri Allah Seth, Ajnb^ssador of India in Tokyo informed that the 
Mission had identified a Japanese expert for the purpose. I 11 the background 
of observations made by Smt Krishna Bose, Ambassador Seth sought 
Ministry's advice on the parameters for identification of a suitable DNA 
expert and whether a Japanese and an Indian expert need to work together on 
the project. 


3. I he Ministry of Home Affairs have opined that the selection of a 

, 

DNA expert in India is to be done by the Justice Mukhcrjcc Commission of 

li . . 
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Inquiry. In tin's background, we would request the Commission to select an 
Indian and Cl Japanese DNA expert to enable this Ministry to facilitate the 


process with the help of our Embassy in Tokyo. 




Shi i P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukhcrjec Commission of Inquiry, 

‘IT Block (Third Floor), 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolknta 7(H) 087 


Yours sincerely, 




CU/V'* 


(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


* |i 
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for Smou h * Jmo a a coed DsMv&vMnce of 

N 1. 1 \.N Si in i ss On vmjra Iiosic 
ii* Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mir/a Ghrilib Sired, Kolkala 700 OK 7 
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.MW J/CWtt 


2252-27(0 


e-mail: jmcinscfc**/ cal3Asal.nci.in 


Nn JMk 1/ eo/2002-2003/83(IID/238. 


Kolkala, dated. 3 r< j g e pt. * 03 


F 


rom 


To . 


Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

Secretary 


The Director (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 




Sir, 

I am directed to refer to your d.o. letter 
No .25/4 /ngo/VoI.XX dated August 4, 2003 and to 
request you to kindly furnish immediately the name 
and other relevant particulars including credential 
of the Japanese expert who has been identified by the 
Indian Mission in Japan for the purpose of the D.N.A. 
testing of the alleged mortal remains of NetaJI Sufchas 
Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji temple. 

This may kindly be treated as very urgent. 


Yours faithfully. 



(P. X. Sengupta) 
Secretary 





REGISTERED with 


JfiBl 

Pradyot Kumar Sertgupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, judicial Department) 
Secretary 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

•B' Block (3* floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 



$5 : 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in 



D.O. No. JMCi/ E0/'2002-2003/83(iii)/420 


January 20, 2004 


Dear Dr. Hasnain, 

Please refer to my d.o. letter no. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/444 (Confidential) 
dated 5.12.2002 and the subsequent reminders (Copy of the d.o. letter dated 5.12.02 
along with its enclosure enclosed for ready reference). 

In that d.o. letter dated 5.12.02, you were requested to study a report 
regarding the contents of the casket kept in the Renkoji Temple, Japan, and give 
your valued opinion on the point as to whether it is possible to conduct DNA test 
of the mortal remains in the casket, as revealed by the report, in order to establish 
the identity of the deceased to whom the mortal remains belonged. The Commission 
is yet to receive your opinion on the subject. 

Meanwhile, the Commission contacted more than one DNA experts in the 
U.S.A., the U.K. and Germany. The Commission has also been able to obtain 
specimens of blood from the kins of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, both on his 
paternal and maternal sides. The samples have been kept preserved in the CFSL 
Laboratory, Kolkata. 

A d.o. letter similar to the one written to you on 5.12.02, as mentioned above, 
was written to Sri Lalji Singh, Director, CCMB, Hyderabad. He promptly replied to 
that letter informing the Commission that necessary laboratory facility for the 
proposed DNA test does not exist in India, In pursuance of his advice, the 
Commission approached Prof. (Dr.) Svante Paabo, Director of Genetics, Max Planck 
Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig, Germany. In reply to that, Dr. 
Paabo informed the Commission that they were not in a position to perform ‘service 
work’. He advised the Commission to contact Terry Milton of the Mito-Typing 
Technologies in the U.S.A. and informed that a number of other Companies in the 
U.S.A. are engaged in rendering sendees as asked for by the Commission. In reply 
to a letter of the Commission, Mr. Terry Milton i recommended “ a thorough 
anthropological evaluation of the mortal remains including photograph “ before 
proceeding further in the matter. 

■' * t j Hj r I J 

The Commission also contacted Mr. Brian C. Smith, Director of Defense, 
DNA Registry, U.S.A.. Reply was received by e.mail from Mr. Demris A Lee, 
Technical Director, AFDIL, U.S.A. by e.mail .Mr. Lee expressed his opinion that 
Mtochrondial DNA analysis would probably be required due to the age and 


condition of the specimen and the references communicated to Mr. Smith by the 
Commission. 

The Forensic Science Service, U.K. has also recommended preliminary 
examination of the alleged mortal remains to assess whether the bones . are suitable 
for DNA testing. 

As it appears from the opinions of experts so far received, preliminary 
examination including anthropological evaluation of the mortal remains has to be 
done as* the first step for ascertaining whether DNA can be extracted from the 
mortal remains for the purposes of DNA test. 

As I have already mentioned, the Commission has obtained blood samples 
from the kins of Netaji on both paternal and maternal lineages, so that Mitochrondial 
DNA test may be done if nuclear DNA test is not found feasible. The Commission 
has also in its possession photographs of the alleged mortal remains kept in the 
Renkoji Temple. The report sent to you alongwith the d.o. letter dt. 5.12.03 is in 
respect of those photographs. 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to inform the Commission whether 
your institute can render necessary help and services to the Commission for 
preliminary examination including anthropological evaluation and necessary 
photographing of the mortal remains for ascertaining whether DNA can be 
extracted from the mortal remains for DNA test. 

As the matter is extremely urgent, an early reply will be highly appreciated. 


Enclo: As stated. 

To 

Dr. S.E.Hasnain 
Director 

Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics 
ECIL Road, Nacharam 
Hyderabad - 500076 


& 


Yours sincerely, 

(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 




CDFD 


CENTRE FOR DNA FINGERPRINTING AND DIAGNOS 

ECU Road. Nacharam, Hyderabad - 500 076. India 



Dr. Seyed E. Hasnain kna. fasc. fnasc. rrvi\s 

DIRECTOR 
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CDFD/DNAFP/2003 j t C V 
January 22, 2004 


Mr Pradyot Kumar Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


Ministry'' of Home Affairs ’ j j 

‘B’ Block (3 rci floor). 1 1 ,/A Mirza Ghalib St 4 1 

KOLKATA - 700 087 
Fax : 033-22522765 

Dear- Shri Senguptaji, 

Thank you for your fax message of January' 20, 2004 regarding the follow 
up on the identification of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

CDFD is not competent to provide help in anthropological evaluation and 
necessary' photographing of the mortal remains. As mentioned earlier, 
once the same has been identified, we certainly would be in a position to 
provide the DNA testing including the mitochrondial DNA examination. 

This is for your information and necessary' action. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 


[SEYED E. HASNAIN J 



ak/seh 


Tel. ; (040) 2715 5604.2715 5605 (Died) 

(040) 2715 1344, 2715 1346 (EPA5X) Ex*. 5555 


FaxWI : (91-40) 27155610, 27155479 


E-mail ?- RET : dii’ector-'Scdfd.org.in 


Website '4im5P.fi : http//www.cdfd.org.in 
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Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

'B' Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kol kata-7 00087 



f5 : 033-2252-2835, 2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

j rrici nscb@cal 3 . vsnl. net .in 


JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(III)/379 

Dear 


December 30,2003 
CONFIDENT LAL 


1 am directed to request you to kindly recall the discussions you had with the 
Hon’ble Chairman in his chamber about the proposed DNA tests on the alleged mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. The 
Commission has in its possession the photographs of the alleged mortal remains, kept in 
casket in the Renkoji Temple. You have already been shown those photographs and the 
report received from the Indian Embassy in Japan describing in details the photographed 
mortal remains. . j 

;ji . . 'Y \ 

The Commission first wrote to the Director of the Centre of the Cellular 
and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad, and sent a copy of the above-mentioned report along 
with the letter requesting the Director, Dr Lalji Singh, to give his valued opinion as to 
whether DNA tests of the mortal remains kept in the casket in the Renkoji Temple, as 
described in details in the report, was possible to establish the identity of the deceased to 
whom the mortal remains belonged. A similar letter was written to Dr.S.E.Hasnain, 
Director, Center for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics, Hyderabad . 

In reply to my d o. letter dt: 5.12.03, Dr. Lalji Singh, Director, CCMB, 
informed that necessary laboratory facility of the proposed DNA test does not exist in 
India. He advised the Commission to approach Prof (Dr.) Svante Paabo, Director of 
Genet ics,.Ma/x Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, fnselstrasse, Leipzig, 
Germany. According to Mr Singh, the said Marx Planck Institute is a pioneer in ancient 
DNA study and they have a full-fledged facility for such study. 


In pursuance of the advice of Dr Singh, Prof. Svante Paabo of Marx Planck 
Institute was requested to let the Commission know about the feasibility of the DNA test 
of the aforesaid mortal remains for establishing the identity of the deceased. In reply to 
that. Prof. Paabo informed that they were not in a position to perform the service. He 
informed that there are a number of companies in the U.S.A. engaged in rendering the 
sendee as asked for by the Commission. He furnished the address of one of those 
companies and advised the Commission to contact Mr. Terry Milton of that company 
(Mito-Typing Technologies). 

In reply to the letter of the Commission, Mr. Terry Milton of the Mito- 
Typing Technologies recommended “ a thorough anthropological evaluation of the 
mortal remains including photography” before proceeding further in the matter. He 
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also quoted the cost for Forensic Mitochondrial DNA test and recovery of 
degraded DNA, if that is necessary. A copy of Mr Milton’s letter received by e-mail 
enclosed. 

In pursuance of your subsequent advice, Mr Brian C Smith, Director o 
Defense, DNA Registry, U.S.A. was also approached by the Commission. The reply to 
this letter was received by e-mail from Mr Dernris A Lee, Technical Director, AFDIL, 
U.S.A. In this letter Mr Lee expressed his opinion that Mitochondrial DNA analysis 
would probably be required due to the age and condition of the specimen and the 
references communicated to Mr Smith by this Commission. He, however, informed that 
their laboratory would not be able to accept the cause of the Commission as the 
laboratory was actively involved in identifying the servicemen and women from the 
Operation of Iraqi Freedom. This letter was received by e-mail in the last week of July 
this year. The Commission has approached several other DNA experts including the 
American Academy of Forensic Science and the Forensic Science Service of 
Birmingham, United Kingdom. 


The Commission has received a reply from the Forensic Science Service, 
U K. The Forensic Science Service also has recommended preliminary examination of 
the mortal remains to assess whether the bones are suitable for DNA testing. 


In this backdrop, I am directed to request you to kindly let the 
Commission know as to how to proceed to get DNA tests of mortal remains kept in 
Renkoji Temple done. As it appears from the opinions of experts so far received, 
preliminary examination including anthropological evaluation of the mortal remains has 
to be done first for ascertaining whether DNA can be extracted from the mortal remains 
for DNA test. 

I am, therefore, to request you to kindly advise the Commission as to what 
steps are to be taken for DNA tests and also name of the experts whose services can be 
utilised for the purpose. 

As the matter is extremely urgent, an early reply will be highly 

appreciated. 


With 


Enclo : One 
To 

Dr. V. K. Kashyap, 

Director, 

Central Forensic Science Laboratory, 
30. Gorachand Road, 

Park Circus, 

Kolkata-700014. 


Yours 



(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 











CENTRAL FORENSIC SCIENCE LABORATORY 



Directorate of Forensic Scic 


Govt, of India, 30 Gorachand Road, Park Circus, Kolkata - 700014 


Dr. V. K. Kashyap 

Director 


No. CFSL(K)/VI/03/01/002, 


•i ' 



Com/ 







CONFIDENTIAL 
Dated : Jan. 13, 2004 


Dear Sri Sengupta 

Please refer your confidential letter no. JMCI/E0/2002-2003/83(II1)/ 
379 dated - 30/12/2003 seeking our suggestions about possibility of DNA 
tests on the mortal remains kept in Renkoji Temple, Japan. From the 
glimpses of photo of the remains shown by you, I am of the opinion that a 
meticulous Anthropological evaluation of the mortal remains is essential to 
ascertain the identity of the source of the remains including suitability for 
i-L)NA Profiling. A detail 3D photograph of the remnants (mandible) may be 
1 helpful in conducting super imposition test, which may provide valuable 

/ ?Iues. 

vl // 

| I .would like to suggest that a team of two Forensic Biologists with 
expertise in examination of ‘skeleton and DNA, one from India and other 
\from Japan should be deputed to conduct the anthropological examination 

/ /and evaluation of the suitability of remains for DNA tests. 

// 

We are preparing a list of Japanese Experts suitable for this nature of 
work. The same wall be forwarded to you very shortly. If you want any other 
*“f help in the matter, feel free. CFSL, Kolkata wall be happy to provide 
necessary assistance to the commission. 



With regards. 


Sri P.K. Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

B-Block, 3 rd floor 

3. 1 /A, Mirza Ghalib Street 

Kolkata - 700 087 


Yours 

t 



(V.K 


l* 


Sincerely, 




hone : +9 1 - 033 - 2284 - 1638 , 1 753 ; Fax ; +9 1 - 033 - 2284 - 94427 1 753 , E-mail : dtubp;d@giascIO l .vsnl.net. in / ct 5 Ikolkata@indiatin 1 es.com 


Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 


No.Tok/1 02/02/03 


Dear 



I *-/ Co IntCf u l cTi . 



STRcT ilfa-di 

Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone: 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 

March 9, 2004 



This refers to on-going correspondence regarding the Hon’ble Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose. Forwarded herewith is the text of a news-item entitled 
“Panel Resents Centre’s Attitude Towards Probe Into Netaji’ s Death” that 
appeared in the “Tribune” issue of March 1, 2004. 


2. The Ministry is aware that in November 2002 as directed by the Hon’ble 
Commission, two officers of this Embassy photographed the mortal remains in 
the casket presently kept in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo and sent a brief report 
on the contents therein. Subsequent to this, the Hon’ble Commission wrote to 
this Embassy vide its letter of December 26, 2002 requesting a second 
examination by a competent expert to ascertain and decide whether the 
Government of India should be approached for bringing the mortal remains to 
India for subjecting them to a DNA test. 


3. The Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, where the mortal 
remains under issue are kept, then suddenly protested that the inspection of the 
mortal remains by Embassy officials on the instructions of the Hon’ble 
Commission had deeply disturbed him. Apparently, Rev. Mochizuki wrote to 
Ms. Krishna Bose, MP in this regard. Ms. Krishna Bose, MP in her letter of 
January 28, 2003 conveyed her deep distress at the opening of the casket 
containing the mortal remains of Netaji without proper explanation. In her letter, 
she referred to a conversation between the then Counsellor (Political) in this 
Mission and Rev. Mochizuki in winch the latter had, in pursuance of the 
instructions of the Hon’ble Commission, conveyed the request that a DNA test 
may be conducted on the mortal remains of Netaji. Ms. Krishna Bose, MP 
however stressed that, while she had no objection to such a test, “it must be done 
with utmost respect being shown to the remains and polite gratitude expressed to 
the Japanese who have cared for them for 58 years”. 


4. Rev. Mochizuki ’s protestations on the opening of the casket are strange 
because he has always enjoyed excellent relations with Embassy officers, had 
cooperated with the work of the Commission when it visited Tokyo and had, at no 
time, conveyed any objections to the two officers or to any one in the Mission 
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prior to the opening of the casket. He has also been the recipient of a generous 
largess from the Government of India over the years for the favour of keeping the 
casket in the Renkoji Temple. 

5. It has been the constant refrain of Rev. Mochizuki and the former 
associates of Netaji that Government of India should take back the mortal remains 
back to India and that in view of their age and increasing disability it would be 
difficult for them to continue to look after the remains of Netaji in the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo. However, when it came to the moment of truth - the DNA test 
would have had the potential for confirming the identity of the remains. Rev. 
Mochizuki cried foul and brought the entire proceedings of the Hon’ble 
Commission to a halt. 

6. The Ministry may consider an appropriate modality for reviving the work 
of the Hon’ble Commission and having the casket examined by an expert to 
determine whether there is DNA material left in the casket. The test could be 
carried out of the remains and a blood relative of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 

7. The news-item enclosed with this letter indicates that Prof. Sugata Bose, 
the son of Ms. Krishna Bose, MP is willing to cooperate with the DNA test if 
such a test is possible on the remains. If this is true - and that could be confirmed 
by the Ministry - the work of the Commission could be carried to its logical 
conclusion. 


Lfrffc k'fsA -jlv- 



sincerely, 



(Biren Nanda) 




Smt. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 

Director (CNV), 

MEA, New Delhi. 

Enel: As above. 

Copy forwarded to Shri Ashok K. Kantha, JS(EA), MEA, New Delhi. 


(Biren Nanda) 
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Panel resents Centre's attitude 
Probe into Netaji's death 
Subhrangshu Gupta 


Kolkata, February 29 

The Chairman of the Netaji Inquiry Commission, Justice Manoj Kumar Mukherjee 
has claimed that the commission is in the possession of some concrete 
documents and evidence that will resolve the mystery of Netaji's death. 

The chairman alleged that the commission was not getting necessary help and 
cooperation from the Centre for conducting an inquiry into Netaji's death. What is 
now needed is to conduct the DNA test of a pair of teeth stated to be of Netaji's, 
and Netaji's remnants and ashes preserved at the Renkuji temple, the chairman 
stressed . 

Justice Mukherjee said Dr Teri Milton; a DNA expert of New York had volunteered 
to conduct the DNA test on Netaji's ashes if these were in proper conditions. Dr 
Saugata Bose of Harvard University, who is the nephew of Netaji, also agreed to 
give his blood sample for DNA test, if required, in resolving the death mystery. 

He said the commission wanted Dr Milton's expertise to be utilised in conducting 
the inquiry into Netaji's death mystery. 

The chairman alleged though he had requested the Centre several times to 
immediately furnish the commission with the pictorial documents and other 
remnants of Netaji, preserved at the Renkuji temple, there had been no response 
so far. 


* .J * 



Biren Nanda 
Deputy Chief of Mission 


J.9. (EA)’s^ OFFI<5B 

DY. NO > A ... 


HUM U» 


RESTRICTED 


No.Tok/102/02/03 


Dear 



I 


^ 7J7T & 

^TRtT W Mort^di^m, dTTWt 


Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone: 03 (3262)2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 


E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 

March 9, 2004 


This refers to on-going correspondence regarding the Hon’ble Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose. Forwarded herewith is the text of a news-item entitled 
“Panel Resents Centre’s Attitude Towards Probe Into Netaji’ s Death” that 
appeared in the “Tribune” issue of March 1, 2004. 

2. The Ministry is aware that in November 2002 as directed by the Hon’ble 
Commission, two officers of this Embassy photographed the mortal remains in 
the casket presently kept in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo and sent a brief report 
on the contents therein. Subsequent to this, the Hon’ble Commission wrote to 
this Embassy vide its letter of December 26, 2002 req “sting a second 
examination by a competent expert to ascertain and deci whether the 
Government of India should be approached for bringing the moi 1 remains to 
India for subjecting them to a DNA test. 

3. The Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, where the mortal 
remains under issue are kept, then suddenly protested that the inspection of the 
mortal remains by Embassy officials on the instructions of the Hon’ble 
Commission had deeply disturbed him. Apparently, Rev. Mochizuki wrote to 
Ms. Krishna Bose, MP in this regard. Ms. Krishna Bose, MP in her letter of 
January 28, 2003 conveyed her deep distress at the opening of the casket 
containing the mortal remains of Netaji without proper explanation. In her letter, 
she referred to a conversation between the then Counsellor (Political) in this 
Mission and Rev. Mochizuki in which the latter had, in pursuance of the 
instructions of the Hon’ble Commission, conveyed the request that a DNA test 
may be conducted on the mortal remains of Netaji. Ms. Krishna Bose, MP 
however stressed that, while she had no objection to such a test, “it must be done 
with utmost respect being shown to the remains and polite gratitude expressed to 
the Japanese who have cared for them for 58 years”. 

4. Rev. Mochizuki’ s protestations on the opening of the casket are strange 
because he has always enjoyed excellent relations with Embassy officers, had 
cooperated with the work of the Commission when it visited Tokyo and had, at no 
time, conveyed any objections to the two officers or to any one in the Mission 
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prior to the opening of the casket. He has also been the recipient of a generous 
largess from the Government of India over the years for the favour of keeping the 
casket in the Renkoji Temple. 

5. It has been the constant refrain of Rev. Mochizuki and the former 
associates of Netaji that Government of India should take back the mortal remains 
back to India and that in view of their age and increasing disability it would be 
difficult for them to continue to look after the remains of Netaji in the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo. However, when it came to the moment of truth - the DNA test 
would have had the potential for confirming the identity of the remains, Rev. 
Mochizuki cried foul and brought the entire proceedings of the Hon’ble 
Commission to a halt. 

6. The Ministry may consider an appropriate modality for reviving the work 
of the Hon’ble Commission and having the casket examined by an expert to 
determine whether there is DNA material left in the casket. The test could be 
carried out of the remains and a blood relative of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 

7. The news-item enclosed with this letter indicates that Prof. Sugata Bose, 
the son of Ms. Krishna Bose, MP is willing to cooperate with the DNA test if 
such a test is possible on the remains. If this is true - and that could be confirmed 
by the Ministry - the work of the Commission could be carried to its logical 
conclusion. 



Yours sincerely. 


(Biren Nanda) 


Sint. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 
Director (CNV), 

MEA, New Delhi. 


Enel: As above. 



v/^Copy forwarded to Shri Ashok K. Kantha, JS(EA), MEA, New Dc 




(Biren Nanda) 
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Panel resents Centre's attitude 
Probe into Netaji's death 
Subhrangshu Gupta 


Kolkata, February 29 

The Chairman of the Netajl Inquiry Commission, Justice Manoj Kumar Mukherjee 
has claimed that the commission is in the possession of some concrete 
documents and evidence that will resolve the mystery of Netaji's death. 

The chairman alleged that the commission was not getting necessary help and 
cooperation from the Centre for conducting an Inquiry Into Netaji's death. What Is 
now needed is to conduct the DNA test of a pair of teeth stated to be of Netaji's, 
and Netaji's remnants and ashes preserved at the Renkuji temple, the chairman 
stressed. 

Justice Mukherjee said Dr Terl Milton; a DNA expert of New York had volunteered 
to conduct the DNA test on Netaji's ashes If these were in proper conditions, Dr 
Saugata Bose of Harvard University, who is the nephew of Netajl, also agreed to 
give his blood sample for DNA test, if required, In resolving the death mystery. 

He said the commission wanted Dr Milton's expertise to be utilised In conducting 
the inquiry Into Netaji's death mystery. 

The chairman alleged though he had requested the Centre several times to 
immediately furnish the commission with the pictorial documents and other 
remnants of Netajl, preserved at the Renkuji temple, there had been no response 
so far. 



vr-v®^ 


UMESH KALRA 
DIRECTOR(S) 


DO.No.I/12014/13/2000-NCB 



mostimm^iate 

^nat t?rFP, ftc^ft-noooi 


MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 


Dated 15.1.04 




Dear 

WC 

Please refer to your d.o No.25/4/NGO-Vol.X dated 3.11.03 regarding 
the news-item published on 28.10.95 in the “Statesman”. 


We have gone through the available MHA records of the relevant 
period. It is found that no committee of the type mention in the news-item 
published on 28.10.95 in the “Statesman” was constituted by this Ministry in 
connection with holding the proposed DNA test on the alleged ashes of Netjai 
kept in the Renkoji temple. 


It will be seen that the news-item contains various references to 
sources in MEA and JMCI has sought the response of your Ministry in the 
matter. It will therefore be appropriate if a suitable reply is sent to JMCI 
from your end 






\ 

y 


Ms Ruchi Ghanashyam, 
Director(CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


Yours sincerely, 
(UMESH KALRA) 



^OCsJ&X)^) 







-ffd ffts 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


November 03, 2003 


(£** ■ * ft) 


Please refer to correspondence resting with your letter no. 
1/12014/ 13/2000-IS-D (V)-Vol. IV dated 4 September 2003 regarding 
the issue of DNA testing of the alleged mortal remains of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in the Renkoji Temple in Japan. 

2. We have meanwhile received a letter from the Justice Mukherjee 

Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) [a copy of which has been endorsed to 
your office], drawing attention to a news item published on 28 . 10.95 in 
the ‘Statesman’ indicating that the Government had decided to 
conduct DNA tests on the alleged ashes of Netaji kept in the Renkoji 
Temple in Japan. A copy of JMCI’s letter No.JMCI/EO/2002- 
2003/83(III)/245, dated September 5, 2003 is enclosed for your ready 
reference. ^ 

3. The JMCI has drawn attention to references contained in the 
1995 news item about the ‘composition of a Committee consisting of 
DNA experts, CBI officials etc.' and about the opinion of two DNA 
experts- namely Dr. Michalle Holland from the USA and Dr. Kevin 
Salevan from UK. The Commission has sought to know the subsequent 
developments that transpired after the Government’s reported 1995 
decision to opt for DNA testing of the alleged ashes of Netaji. 

4. As we do not appear to have information on this, and since the 
JMCI process falls under the purview of the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
with the role of the Ministry of External Affairs being limited to being 
that Of a facilitator, it is requested that an appropriate response be sent 
to the JMCI. A background note prepared recently on the basis of 
information readily available with us, and which was forwarded to the 
Deputy Prime Minister by External Affairs Minister, is enclosed. 




Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri Rakesh, 

Joint Secretary (IS), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi 


I 


j 

* 


~ V) 


Fax : 

0091-033-252-2765 ^ 


= Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

_v Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B* Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib StreetyFCoUcata-700087 

s 


No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(lll)/245 





" w 



Phone: 

Chairman - 2252-2835 
Secretary - 2252-2767 
Officer on 

Special Duty -2252-2765 
Office - 2252-2766/68 

e-mail : 

imcinscb@cal. 3. vsnl.net.in 


September 05, 2003 



From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary. 

To 

Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi - 1 1 0 00 1 



Sir, 


Sub: DNA tests of alleged ashes of Netaji 


I am directed to invite your attention to a news item captioned “ Govt, to 
authenticate Netaji’s ‘ashes’ by DNA test “ published in the Delhi edition of the Statesman 
of Saturday, October 28, 1995(by-line Subrata Sen of the Statesman News Service). A copy! 
of the Statesman was filed before this Commission by Sri Surya Kumar Basu, a deponent, i 
along with his .affidavit no. JMCI/30. 



From the first three paragraphs of the aforesaid news it appears that in 1995 the 
Govt, of India had decided to conduct DNA tests on the alleged ashes of Netaji kept in 
the Renkoji Temple in Japan for resolving the controversy shrouding the alleged^death ofj 
Netaji. It further appears that the Govt, of Japan had agreed to cooperate with the Govt, of 
India in the matter of the DNA tests and had informed the Govt, of India that a tooth of" 
Netaji had been preserved with the ashes which could be used for the DNA tests. 


Paragraph three of the news further discloses that the Ministry of External Affairs 
would form a Committee to ascertain whether the ashes kept in the said temple were those 
of Netaji or not and that such a Committee would be comprised of the members from the 
CBI., the DNA Testing Laboratory ,Hyderabad, the Govt, of Japan, DNA experts from the 
USA and the UK and members of Netaji’s family. It further appears therefrom that two 
renowned DNA experts namely. Dr. Michele Holland of the USA and Dr. Kevin Salevan 
of the UK had already been consulted and both of them reportedly said that it would be 
possible to verify the authenticity of the ashes from the tooth. 1 1 


I am now directed to request you to let the Commission know | what actually 
happened with regard to the reported decision of the Govt, of India to opt for DNA tests of 
the alleged ashes of Netaji by forming a Committee consisting of DNA experts, CBI 
officials, etc. 

(s' 
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I am directed to invite your notice to the series of correspondence of the Commission 
with your Ministry and the Ministry of Home Affairs regarding the Commission’s decision 
to have DNA. tests of the alleged ashes of Netaji, if it is found feasible after necessary 
scientific tests and evaluation. You are definitely aware that on examination of the urn 
allegedly containing the ashes of Netaji by two senior officials of the Embassy of India in 
Japan at the behest of the Commission it was found that the said urn contained some bones 
and bone fragments . The Centre For DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics, Hyderabad, and 
the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad ,were approached for DNA tests 
of the alleged ashes containing bones and bone fragments, but the Director of the Centre 
for Cellular and Molecular Biology informed their inability to conduct DNA tests in the 
absence of essential infrastructure for such tests. Thereafter some DNA scientists of the 
UK, the USA and Germany were contacted. From the opinion of some of them it appears 
that mitochondrial DNA tests may be possible after ascertaining the feasibility of separating 
DNA by conducting necessary scientific tests and evaluation. Now that the news in the 
Statesman discloses that as early as in 1995 the Govt, of India , Ministry of External Affairs, 
decided to form a Committee consisting of DNA experts from the USA and the UK, 
members from CBI and the DNA Testing Laboratory and others for ascertaining by DNA 
tests whether the alleged ashes were those of Netaji or not , I am directed to request you to 
make available the services of CDFD, Hyderabad, a competent member of the CBI and the 
DNA experts named in the third paragraph of the said report, namely Dr. Michalle Holland 
of the USA and Dr. Kevin Salevan of the UK, to the Commission so that the Commission 
may with their help and assistance get the DNA tests of the alleged ashes done without 
any further avoidable delay. 

As the matter is extremely urgent, an early reply will be highly appreciated. 


Yours faithfully. 



Enclo: As stated (One) (P.K. Sengupta) 

Secretary 

BY SPEED POST 


No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(lll)/245/1 


September 05, 2003 


Copy forwarded to Sri U.K.Kalra, Director (IS), 
North Block, New Delhi/1 10001 . for information: 


Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt, of India 



Secretary 


i i. 


I 



DELHI. SATURDAY. OCTOBER 2<S. 1955 


(Including The Saturday Statesman) 



‘ashes 9 by BNA test 


„ suhratasen 

~ STATESMAN NKVVS SERVICE 

, NEW DELHI, del. 27. - The 
i Union Government has decided 
iix;p! fur ON A testing of Netaji’s 
btshr:^" kept iii Tokyo before 
ukiit;; '4 decision to bring it back 
to India ’.villi bd I honours dur- 
ing NVtaji Subh as Chandra 13 o- 
• 7 birth centenary nerd year 
The controversy that ihrouils^ 
N 1 1; t’s death has necessitated 
that the Union Government 
should Hod go for a scientific, 
test to prove that the oshes kept 
at KcfiUjji temple in Tokyo arc 
those of Netaji, The Government i ' 
of Japan has agreed to cooperate 
with India in this respe and 
has informed that a tooth of 
Acu;i is preserved with the 
a<hes.. whfOU car: be used for the , 
req:t.;:Tie DNA test - 
According m sources in the 
Ministry; of EAtarnal Affairs, to 
- <c.e e zs i n wh ci he r i h a g$ h k s g i 
*<vo are those of Netaji,- a 
/ wilt be. icjimed com- 


prising members from tin] CHI. » 
DNA testing laboratory of I 
1 i ycfmTdJJuJ . the Coverjuru^t of 
Japan arufONA exporJjtlcanUhe 
U SA _ .nnd U.K. S t ciphers _ of 

NutajLi fo_ni i 1 V wiTT also be 

| included In tnn committee to 
I avoid any further controversy on 
the subject. Two renowned DNA 
experts — Dr. Michelle Hollan d 
of the USA and Dr Kevin 
Salv p yaTP"Crl the U.K. — Had 
a 1 rt?rul ylJ ivui co n Tolled and hot ll 
of them have said that it would 
bo possible to verify the authen- 
tic! tv of the ashes from the 
tcuih. 

Incidentally;, the remains of 
Czar Nicholas II. who died In 
1912, was verified recently from 
the remains of bones with DNA 
samples matched with the Duke 
gF Edinburgh, who is a direct 
descendant from the mother's 
side. The Ministry of External • 
Affairs, going bv the DNA lest of 
the last Cxar, has asked one 
nephew of Netaji from the 
mother's Sid *? to cooperate in the 


DNA testing. 

Meanwhile, sources said, tin: 
Ministry of External Affairs was 
trying to collect ail information 
regarding the controversial 
death theory in a plane crash, 
which was never believed by o 
section of Indian population 
Tim authenticity oflhe ashes ban 
been doubted by many histor- 
ians too. 

According to Ministry 
sources, the Japan Government, 
way back in 195ft. gave it in 
writing to the Government of 
India that the ashes were genui- 
nely those cf Netaji’s, but India 
did not react to the confidential 
report to avoid any political 
controversy. 

The controversy regarding Ne- 
taji's ‘'death* 1 mainly arose be 
cause the British idmlhgencn 
always doubted the “death the- 
ory” and even said that Netaji 
might be hiding somewhere in 
the erstwhile USSR. Several 
British Parliamentarians, quo- 
ting intelligence report's, have 





a-^;il) of fire from the aircraft, 
acGo riling to Mr R.durun. Net.! 
was taken to the Army Fid 
Muipitni ;ti Taihaku. where t* 
“ died. 


country after 19-15. The Union 
eminent is likely to request 
the Russian Government to issue 
a statement In this respect. 

To confirm the “death ] 
theory", the Ministry of External 

(fairs hai also obtained a i Mr Rahman Jia$ •» • * infwrtw*;^ 
tatemorU from Mr Hnbihuf ! 'hat h« had the spccMcle.i an j 

cue tooth uf Nei-uu which h 
deposited ai the 1 okyu N*u, 

[ memorial. 


made statements in Parliament: 
on the subject, thereby creatin? 
doubts about his "death''* 
However, with the 'Mos 
archives being opened after 
fail af Ga.nmtiunin, some more 
Information has come to light 
team from the Asiatic Society, 
after having studied the Archive 
records, h.ia ccme to the conclu- 
sion that Jvetajt never visited the 


R,]hman r wha was nidit-tle-camp I 
of Netaji in IN A. and believed to 
have accompanied Netaji in the 
Aircraft, Officials have traced Mr 
Kafrmajn in Pakistan, and ob- 
tained his version of the 
| n acriden[!j > « 

• According to ’Mr Rahraan, 
there was a plane crash at 
Taihoku on August 10. 19-15, as 
a result of which Netail died, 
*THe small aircraft was coming 
from Saigon (now' In Vietnam) to 
~ ihoku la lejuel and one of the 
|ines caught Ore. While Mr 
Rahman had a miraculous es 
cape after the crash. ftNctajp 
kha3a cotton •> military . dress 
caught Tire while he .ww trying 
to escape through \hc em-sr- 
gency exit "Netap came outhfce* 


\ According to the Extern: 
[Affairs Minister, Mr Prana 
* Mukherjee, the Govern me t s 
would not like ta b S r g ba cfc i h 
wishes without being sure of U 
authenticity. Meanwhile, he h i; 
visited Renknji in Toky* 

cq September 8 with the Foreigft* 
Secretary, Ml Salman Haidar- 
and met several INA members^ 
who hve in the 'temp!-. * M 
.Mukher]e«. jdurtsg his reeets 
trip U the U.M., also went u , 
Ger.vuny Jo ulk IQ w .f. 

Enultu B os<“ and 
Anita. Avho .have '5 u; 

. idea of bringir.g lb 
• India. ,• ® 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 


D.O. No.I/1 20 1 4/1 3/2000-IS-D(V) Vol- IV da ip4 4.9.2003 


Dear /v\ t 





t/l/Q 


ffa 


Please refer to your D.O. No.75/4/NGO/Vol.IX dated 
12/8/2003 regarding DNA test on the alleged mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 


r 

This Ministry’s viewSon the issues relating to DNA 
test are contained in the letter of even number dated if ' J> 
13/8/2003 addressed to Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry with a copy to JS(CNV) , MEA. A copy thereof is 
enclosed herewith for your information. 


A 






J 
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( 


Pj . -e^joeLcCr^-’ 


(U.KALftAf 

O <-( j 


Enclosure as above 


Ms Ruchi Ghanashyam, 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 



L-t* 


(T 



No.1/1 201 4/1 3/2000-IS-V(NCB)Vol.lV 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delhi dated 13.8.03 


To 


Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street 

Kolkatta 700087. 

Subject: Feasibility of the proposed DNA Test on the alleged mortal remains 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, kept in the Renkoji temple in Japan, 
for establishing real identity of the deceased. 



Sir, 


I apr directed to refer to your letter ^No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/14 dated 
10/4/03 (received in this Section on 26/6/03) and reminder dated 23/7/03 on the 
subject noted above and to inform you as follows:- 

(i) The JMCI had asked the Indian embassy in Japan to locate 
experts to ascertain the feasibility of DNA test on the mortal 
remains kept in Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. The MEA had asked 
for the advice of MHA in the (patter, which has been furnished 
vide our letter dated 16/6/03 and 16/7/03. 



(ii) Decision regarding holding of anthropological evaluation for 
determining the feasibility of DNA test and selection of experts for 
the purpose fali within the purview of the JMCI and appropriate 
decisions have to be taken by it. A formal meeting in MHA with 
MEA and other Ministries/Departments to decide such matters is 
not considered necessary. 

(iii) Once the decision is taken by JMCI, MEA may be informed. MEA 
has indicated that it will facilitate the visit of experts to Japan in so 
far as liaison with the local government, Renkoji temple 
authorities etc. are concerned. 

(iv) If any logistic support from MHA is needed by JMCI, specific 
proposals for such support may be sent. 


I 


1 . ■■ 



In connection with the proposed DNA test of the mortal remains alleged 
to be of Netaji kept in Renkoji temple, Tokyo, the following suggestions have 
been received in this Ministry from Sh.Sugata Bose, Director, Netaji research 
Bureau, Kolkata 

(a) Since these are in all probability the cremated mortal remains of 
one of the greatest sons of India, please ensure that any test is 
done with the deepest reverence and respect. 

(b) Any DNA test must be conducted by a top DNA expert or experts 
in the world. 

( c ) Proper sensitivity should be shown to Japanese sentiments. The 
Japanese have cared for the mortal remains of our leader for 58 
years while we Indians have failed to do our duty. 

The Commission may like to consider the above suggestions while 
deciding the matter.. 


Yours faithfully, 



o\c 


Copy to: Shri Vijay Gokhale, 


Joint Secretary(CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block, New Delhi. 



BACKGROUND ON THE PROPOSAL FOR DNA 
EXAMINATION OF THE ALLEGED MORTAL REMAINS OF 

NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE, BELIEVED TO BE 

KEPT IN RENKOJI TEMPLE, JAPAN 


The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) 
was set up in December 1999 to inquire into the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments 
connected therewith- including whether Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose is dead or alive; if he is dead, whether he died 
in the plane crash, as alleged; and whether the ashes in the 
Japanese temple are indeed the ashes of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

2. By way of background, it may be mentioned that in 
February 1995, the Union Cabinet had considered the 
question of bringing the alleged mortal remains of Netaji from 
Japan to India. While deferring a final decision in the matter, 
the Cabinet had then directed that the dependability of the 
arrangements in Japan should be properly examined and 
that a contingency plan for the proper upkeep of the mortal 
remains should be drawn up. 

3. Thereafter, in September 1995, Shri Ashish C. Ray of 
CNN who is the son of Netaji’s elder brother, had proposed to 
the Prime Minister to arrange the conducting of a DNA test, 
which could provide conclusive and incontrovertible evidence 
as to whether the ashes at Renkoji Temple, are Netaji’s or 
not. It was then further proposed that an international team 
of experts, one of whom could be from the DNA Centre at 
Hyderabad, besides observers from the Bose family and other 
groups, be entrusted with the job. 

4. The aspect of security of the ‘ashes’ kept in an urn at 
the Renkoji Temple, was also considered and highlighted in 
the then Foreign Secretary’s letter dated 19 June 1995 to the 
then Home Secretary. It was pointed out then that, like all 
Shrines in Japan, there is no security, except what is 





ensured by the reverence and respect shown by the Japanese 
towards religious places. The door is normally kept closed 
though there is no guarantee that it is always locked. It was 
also stressed that the Shrine is not exclusively devoted to the 
ashes of Netaji and is visited by other worshippers. Any 
request from the Indian side to strengthen security was seen 
as not likely to be received kindly by the Japanese, as the 
Shrine is a place of worship open to all, and could also 
provoke the Japanese to suggest that the ashes should be 
taken to India. 


5. In September 2002 a JMCI team visited the Renkoji 
Temple in Tokyo, Japan where it is believed Netaji’s ashes are 
kept. The Embassy of India, Tokyo was requested to obtain 
expert advice on whether the ashes contain material that can 
be used for DNA testing. The Mission in Tokyo located a 
Japanese expert, by the name of Prof. Momoki Hirai of the 
University of Tokyo. The expert agreed to do the requisite 
examination on the remains to ascertain whether it can be 
tested for DNA. 


6. In the meanwhile, Smt. Krishna Bose, Member of 
Parliament and Chairperson of the Standing Committee on 
External Affairs wrote to our Ambassador in Tokyo, 
conveying that while she had no objection to the proposal, 
‘prior and proper arrangements should be made by selecting 
top DNA experts in the world’. The Renkoji Temple 
authorities on their part had expressed ‘concern with regard 
to the opening and re-opening of the mortal remains of Netaji 
in view of the religious sensitivities under Buddhist 
traditions’ and had conveyed to our Mission, the need to 
observe proper formalities and notice from the GOI for 
opening the casket for DNA test, etc. 

7. A meeting taken by Special Secretary (JSK) in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs on 20 May 2003 had discussed the 
issue of DNA testing of Netaji’s alleged remains. MHA officials 
pointed out that blood samples of two sons of the elder 
brother of Netaji and one person from his maternal lineage, 
collected by the Commission had been sent to the DNA 
testing centre in Hyderabad. The Chief Forensic Adviser 
present at the meeting opined that material for a DNA test 


can be isolated from un-burnt bones and teeth but not from 
ash. However to ascertain this, the contents of the urn 
containing the ashes, kept at the Renkoji Temple would need 
to be examined. 

8. In the light of the observations made by Smt. Krishna 
Bose, advice on the required parameters for identification of 
a suitable DNA expert and as to whether a Japanese and an 
Indian expert needed to work together on the project was 
sought from the Ministry of Home Affairs which is the nodal 
agency coordinating work in this regard. MHA, in its initial 
response, suggested that MEA depute an Indian DNA expert 
to Japan for examination of the remains in association with 
the identified Japanese expert. Since the JMCI process falls 
under the purview of the MHA and the role of the MEA is 
limited to being that of a facilitator, it was conveyed to MHA 
that once they had taken a decision to subject the remains to 
DNA testing and selected the experts, MEA could thereafter 
take further action in facilitating their visit to Japan for 
liaison with the local government and the Renkoji Temple 
authorities. 

9. MHA subsequently clarified that the ‘appointment of 
experts for the purpose of DNA testing is to be done by the 
Justice Mukerjee Commission’. MHA has also clarified the 
following points 

• Issues like decision on holding of anthropological 
evaluation to determine feasibility of DNA testing/ 
selection of experts fall under the JMCI’s purview. 

• A formal meeting in MHA (with MEA and other 
concerned Ministries / Departments) to consider these 
issues is not necessary. 

• JMCI’s decision on these issues, as and when taken, 
could be conveyed to MEA for facilitating the visit of 
experts to Japan. 

• MHA has conveyed suggestions received from Shri 
Sugata Bose, Director, Netaji Research Bureau, Kolkata 
underlying the following: - 

(a) the need to ensure that any test is done with the 
deepest reverence and respect; 


(b) that any DNA test must be conducted by a top DNA 
expert or experts in the world, and 

(c) that proper sensitivity should be shown to Japanese 
sentiments. 

10. Given the fact that this is a politically sensitive matter, 
there is a need to ensure that the concerns and sensitivities 
of all concerned are taken into account. Our efforts should be 
to ensure that the process of DNA testing is undertaken with 
utmost care and that the deepest reverence and respect is 
shown to the mortal remains of Netaji. 



Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI 

Dear 


April 5, 2004 


The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) inquiring 
into the facts and circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, has requested for obtaining a copy of a ‘Diary’ 
said to belong to Lord Mountbatten- the last Viceroy of India. It appears 
that references to this ‘Diary’ have been made in depositions before the 
Commission. 

2. A copy of the Commission’s letter no. JMCI/ DOC/ (For) /99- 
2000/56(V)/518 dated March 25, 2004 forwarded to us by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs in this connection, is enclosed. 

3. We would request you to look into the matter and make all 
possible efforts to obtain a copy of the said ‘Diary’ and arrange to 
forward the same to us expeditiously. 

ky-v-JCv’ 



Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri Satyabrata Pal, 

Deputy High Commissioner, 
High Commission of India, 
London 






\x 


D 


!# «• T , 


\ 


\, 


-T >J /j* 

Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 

D O. No. JMCI/DOC(For)/99-2000/56(V)/518 
Dear 



& : 033-2252-2835.2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

j mcinscb@cal3 . vsnl.net. in 


March 25, 2004 




Some of the deponents before the Commission have referred to the diary of 
Lord Mountbatten, who was the last Viceroy of India, and they insist on perusal of 
the diary by the Commission for coming to definite conclusions on the points of 
reference before it. The Commission has tried in vain to get the diary of Lord 
Mountbatten or any copy thereof. 



A 


c 


Recently some very significant observations about Lord Mountbatten’s diary 

i 

<^>.in the notes dt: 23.08.1977 of the Ministry of Home Affairs, IS Division, Desk-Ill, 
in the File No:I/12014/9/77-D.III(SNP) of the Ministry of Home Affairs,IS Division, 
Desk III have come to the notice of the Commission. The subject of the file is “No 

day yet named regarding report 74 of the Commission of Inquiry into the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.” The relevant portion of the notes 
are reproduced below. - 

“ Since the diary appears to have been published now we may perhaps collect 
a copy of the same through our High Commission in London. But here again the 
question will be about the correctness of the conclusion drawn by the Khosla 
Commission on the face of what has been written in the diary”. (Para 5 at page 7 of 
the file). I am sending herewith a photocopy each of the titled pages and the Note 
Sheet page no. 7. ' 

I am directed to request you to kindly make available to the Commission, as 
early as possible, a copy of the diary of Lord Mountbatten. If no copy of the diary of 
Lord Mountbatten as referred to in the said notes dt: 23.08.1977 is available with 


I 

I 

I. 


Commission 


2 


you, a copy of the diary may be collected through Indian High 


London and sent to the Commission as expeditiously as possible. 


An early reply will be highly appreciated. 
With 



Yours sincerely. 



Enclo. As stated above (3) 


Secretary 


To 

Shri Rakesh 
Joint Secretary (IS) 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India 
North Block 
New Delhi 1 10 001 
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Dated the 01 .4.2004 


Please find enclosed a copy of JMCI d.o.letter No. JMCI/DOC(For)/99- 
2000/56(V)/518, dated 25.3.2004 addressed to JS(S), MHA, regarding 
obtaining of a copy of the diary of Lord Mountbatten. 

The Ministry of External Affairs is requested to kindly look into the 
matter and make effort to obtain a copy of the diary of Lord Mountbatten from 
Indian High Commission in London and send to the Commission as expeditb«^Y 
as possible. 



The Ministry of External Affairs, South Block, New Delhi 
(Ms.Ruchi Ghanshyam, JS(CNV) 

MHA, UO No 1/12014/1 /2004-NCB-II, dated 01.4.2004 



Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 





D.O. No. 25/ 4/NGO-Vol.XI 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


April 5, 2004 


Dear VN 'j > ^ 


Please refer to your letter No. JMCI/ 1 1/2000/333 dated 18 
November 2003 addressed to Director, Ministry of Home Affairs and copy 
endorsed to the Ministry of External Affairs regarding request for 
furnishing original letter dated 17.1.1952 of Shri A.M.Sahay alongwith 
enclosure. 

2. The records in this Ministry for the period 1951-52 were checked. 
The original letter no. 758/5 1-S dated 17.01.1952 was not available on 
file and appeared to have been transferred to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA). The matter was also referred to the MHA, who have 
conveyed that all available documents/records relating to the Khosla 
Commission and other miscellaneous files regarding Netaji were checked 
and found that the said letter from Shri Sahay does not appear to have 
been received. 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘ET Block (Third Floor), 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 




Jr 



' fir 


UMESH KALRA 
DIR(S) 


) ' iJF ^JIcTO 

MOSf 1 ! 

( ft j ™ *■*. 

1 / MINISTRY Cg Hi ME AFFAIRS 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 





DO.No.I/12014/13/2000-IS(D.III)/NCB(Vol-V) Dated 20. 2.2004 

Dear 1^-, R^cX^*' 

J / 

Please refer to your D.O.No.25/4/NGO 
original letter No. 758/5 1-S dated 17.1.1952 from Shri A.M. Sahay. 

All the documents/records relating to Khosla Commission and other 
miscellaneous files reg. Netaji was checked and found that letter dated 17/1/1952 
from Shri A.M. Sahay does not appear to have been received in this office. As the 
letter was addressed to then Secretary(MEA), it will be proper if a suitable reply is 
sent to Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry from your end. 

Cx Q-\ V\ a_-V-0 ) 




-VoT-XI dated 4.2.04 regarding 


^ To 


Ms. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 
Director(CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, 

New Delhi. 


Yours sincerely, 




qtef feret 3rfifcM 




qre ^ 



No.25/4/NGO-Vol XI 
Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO section 





Subject : Meeting sought by Justice M.K.Mukerjee with External 
Affairs Minister. 


Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry (JMCI), met JS (CNV) today morning, to discuss various aspects of 
i the Inquiry, vis-a-vis information/ documents sought from the Ministry of 
I External Affairs relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments connected therewith. 

2. JS (CNV) apprised him of the developments and the progress 
achieved in this regard. She provided him with a summary of the 
replies/ information sent periodically to the JMCI over the past few 
months. 


3. Acknowledging the assistance and support provided so far, Shri 
Sengupta highlighted the following two issues, on which further follow-up 
was required:- 

• Composition of a Committee consisting of DNA experts 


• Working out the modalities for DNA testing of the alleged mortal 
remains/ashes of Netaji and examination of the casket/urn by an 
expert to determine whether there is DNA material left in the casket. 


4. Shri Sengupta indicated that while JMCI was proceeding separately 
with the work of selection of DNA experts, MEA’s assistance was required 
with regard to the second issue identified above viz. in charting the 
modalities for the DNA testing. In this connection, he stated that the 
Chairman of JMCI- Justice M.K.Mukerjee has sought a meeting with 

External Affairs Minister at his earliest convenience. He wished that a 
response in this regard be conveyed to him by 10 th April, 2004 . 


5. We may request Director (EAMO) to as in the convenience of 

EAM to meet Justice Mukerjee and indicia suitable date for the 

Meeting. 

Submitted pis. 



J 
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Section Officer (NGO) 
31 March 2004 
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Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 

D.O. No. 25 / 4/ NGO-Vol.XI 




ITOPI ?n# 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 



March 29, 2004 


Dear SI-Vl-l. 




Please refer to your letters no. JMCI/Doc(For)/99-2000/56(v)/377 dated 
December 29, 2003 and no. JMCI/Doc (For)/99-2000/56(v)/323 dated November 6, 
2003, regarding information sought from the National Archives of Malaysia relating 
to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


2. Our Mission in Kuaia Lumpur had taken up the matter again with the 
National Archives of Malaysia. A copy of the response received by the Mission in this 
regard, which is seif explanatory, is enclosed for the Commission’s information and 
record. 




Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B* Block (Third Floor), 

11/ A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 




\Ollil i ujuiv uimii^aii Jui at iiu i/na hiliij uiiuu^ 


Telefon: 


Ketua Pengarah- 03-62011300 
Pejabat Am- 03-62010688 




ARKIB NEGARA MALAYSIA, 
(NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF MALAYSIA) 
JALAN DUTA, 

50568 KUALA LUMPUR 


Perolehan Dan Pcniprosesan- 03-79569625/79569151 
Memorial T.A.Razak- 03-26937740/26937141 
Memorial Tunku A. Rahman- 03-26947277 
Galeria Perdana- 03-26945284/85/86 


Pustaka Peringatan P.Ramlee- 03-40231131 
Telefax: 03-62015679 

Kawat/Cable:" ARKIB NEGARA MALAYSIA” 


ANM. 27/1 Jld.21 ( £V ) 


jo February 2004 

Mr. V. Mahalingam 

First Secretary 

High Commission of India 

No. 2, Jalan Taman Duta 

Off Jalan Duta 

50480 KUALA LUMPUR. 


Dear Sir, 

Information on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

With reference to your letter of 3 February 2004, I am sorry for not being able to 
furnish you with any information on the above subject. 


Please accept our sincere apologies. 


Best regards. 



for Director General 
National Archives of Malaysia. 


YR/ks 


/ 


(Sila rujuk bilangan surat ini apabila menjawab) 
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HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
KUALA LUMPUR 


KUA/P/1 63/0 1/03 


24 February 2004 


Sub : Information on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

This has reference to your DO letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.X dated 13 
January 2004 regarding information available on Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose from the National Archives of Malaysia. 


We are forwarding herewith a copy of the self-explanatory letter No. 
ANM. 27/1 Jld. 21 (58) dated 6 th February 2004, received from National 
Archives of Malaysia for necessary action at your end. 


W' 




(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) & HOC 


Smt. Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 


Enel : as above 
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February 2004 


Mr. V. Mahalingam 

First Secretary 

High Commission of India 

No. 2, Jalan Taman Duta 

Off Jalan Duta 

50480 KUALA LUMPUR. 


Dear Sir, 

Information on Netaii Subhas Chandra Bose 


With reference to your letter of 3 February 2004, I am sorry for not being able to 
furnish you with any information on the above subject. 

Please accept our sincere apologies. 

Best regards. 



for Director General 
National Archives of Malaysia. 


YR/ks 

Jt 

/ 


(Sila rujuk bilangan surat ini apabila menjawab) 
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HIGH COMMISSION OF INI 
KUALA LUMPUR 

24 February 2004 



Sub : Information on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

This has reference to your DO letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.X dated 13 
January 2004 regarding information available on Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose from the National Archives of Malaysia. 


We are forwarding herewith a copy of the self-explanatory letter No. 
ANM. 27/1 Jld. 21 (58) dated 6 th February 2004, received from National 
Archives of Malaysia for necessary action at your end. 


(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) & HOC 


W' ^ 


(j 


Smt, Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 

f**’. of- 'J)~n i-'t-SS 


Enel : as above 
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ARKIB NEGARA MALAYSIA, 
(NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF MALAYSIA) 
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Pejabat Am- 03-62010688 
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February 2004 


Mr. V. Mahalingam 

First Secretary 

High Commission of India 

No. 2, Jalan Taman Duta 

Off Jalan Duta 

50480 KUALA LUMPUR. 


Dear Sir, 

Information on Netaii Subhas Chandra Bose 

With reference to your letter of 3 February 2004, I am sorry for not being able to 
furnish you with any information on the above subject. 

Please accept our sincere apologies 

best regards. 



National Archives of Malaysia. 


YR/kS 


A 


/ 


(Sila rujuk bilangan sural ini apabUa menjawab) 


By Registered Post with A/D. 




' )O-X-0<i , 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netajj Sub has Chandra, Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third floor) 

1 3 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, Ktilkatf X) 087 



Fax : 009 1 -033-252-2765 



Phone: 

Chairman — 252-2835 

Secretary — 2 52-2 767 

Officer on 

Special Duty — 252-2765 
Office - 252-2 766/68 

e-mail : imci nscbdfljcai.3. vsnl.ncl.i n 


No. JMCI/Doc(For)/99-2000/56(V)/491. Kolkata, dated, 4th Mar ch '04* 


From : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd,), 
Officer on Special Duty 


a/4^ . 

ifcl* 



Madam, 



To : Ms. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 

Director (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 

South Block, < 

New Delhi - 110001, 

I am directed to refer to the Commissidn' s letter I ^ 
No, JMCl/Doc(For)/99-2000/56(V)/377 dated 29.12.03 
being a reminder in regard to the Commission's letter ,, 

No. JMCl/Doc(For)/99-2000/56(v)/323 dated 6.11.03 ^ 

wherein a reference to second para of the enclosure 
to your D.O. letter bearing No. 25/4/NGO/Vol . IX dated 
12.9.03 was made with the request to pursue the matter 
in question with National Archives o,f Malaysia and 
keep the Commission informed of the outcome in time. 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to 
kindly send the information sought for expeditiously. 



Enclosure : 

As stated above. 


Yours faithfully. 





( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 




Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI C&) 


March 29, 2004 


Dear Shri Sengupta, 

This is further to my letters no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.X dated January 12, 2004 and 
February 16, 2004 in response to your letters no. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002- 
03/70/Vol-II/621 dated April I, 2003, no. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002- 
03/70/Vol-II/301 dated October 29, 2003, no. JMCI/Doc(For)/99-2000/56(v)/331 
dated November 12, 2003, no. JMCI/Doc (For)/99-2000/56(v)/374 dated December 
26, 2003, and JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2000-01/70/ii/492 dated March 4, 2004 
regarding information sought from Russia in connection with JMCI’s inquiry 
proceedings. 

2. Our Mission in Moscow, which has been following-up the matter, has 
periodically sent reminders to the listed witnesses. Meanwhile, Dr. Rybakov- the 
only one to respond to the communications from the Mission in the past, was again 
asked to convey his willingness and convenience for appearing as a witness. The 
Mission has received in response only a copy of his earlier letter (that has already 
been sent to the Commission). A copy of the same is enclosed again for record. 

3. One of the listed witnesses, Professor Y.V.Pechenko of the University of St. 
Petersburg, died in June 2003. This fact was conveyed to the Commission vide letter 
no. 25/4/NGO-Vol IX (1) dated 15 July 2003. Academician Bondarovsky- another of 
the listed witnesses, expired last year, as conveyed in our letter dated 16 February 
2004. 

4. The Mission in Moscow is continuing with its efforts to locate the other listed 
witnesses- Mr. V.N.Plastun, Mr. A. A. Kolesnikov and Mr. E.M.Morosov, while 
reminders have yet again been sent to Mr. A. A. Kirichenko, Mr. U.L.Kuznets, Prof. 
A.P.Gnachuk-Danielchuk, Dr. A.A.Kutsenkov and Prof. E.N.Komorov.. 

5. Further inputs received from our Mission in this regard will be communicated 
to you. 


Y ours sincerely, 


Shri P.K. Sengupta 

Secretary-Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib St] 
Kolkata 700 087 





: 2 : 



Dr. V.K.Paul, First Secretary (Political), Embassy of India, Moscow, 

alongwith a copy of letter No. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2000-0 l/70/ii/492 dated 
March 4, 2004 received from the Justice Mukerjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). It 
is requested that the matter be followed-up and Ministry informed of the progress in 
Mission’s efforts to contact the potential witnesses listed by the JMCI. 



Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


l 



To Mr. Satbir Singh 
Director of Jawaharlal Nehru 
Cultural Centre 

Embassy of India in Russian Federation 


Dear Mr. Singh, 


It is very touching for us to know that Indian public is making a lot of efforts in order to 


find out the mystery of death of Subhas Chandra Bos, outstanding leader of National Liberation 
movement in India. 

Russian indologists are also paying much attention on making research about this 
outstanding personality. Moreover, Subhas Chandra Bos visited our country trying to find 
support of Soviet government in his struggle against colonial oppression. Researches on the life 
and activity of S.Ch.Bos were conducted on the basis of Indian materials, documents of Russian 
archives as well as materials from Germany and Afghanistan. For the recent years the following 
works were published or are being prepared for publication: 

A.V.Raikov (Lipetsk) “India’s most dangerous hour”. M., 1999. 

Yu.N.Tikhonov (Lipetsk) “The Afghan War of the Third Reich”. M., 2003. 

R.N.Koltsov (Vladimir) “S.Ch.Bos, the Ideologist and Leader of the Indian National Liberation 
Movement: Political Views and Activity from 1921 to 1945” 

(? Yu.Kurnyshin (Moscow) “Paradoxes of political biography of S.Ch.Bos”. M. 2000. 

At present the researchers of the Institute of Oriental Studies are not doing a special 
investigation on life and activity of S.Ch.Bos but the Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian 
Academy of Sciences, is ready to organize a meeting of Russian historians dealing with this 
problem with the members of the Commission of the judge M.K.Mukerji. The time and place of 
the meeting can be discussed later. 

Director of Institute of Oriental Studies, 

Russian Academy of Sciences - R.B.Rybakov 







POCCimCKAil AKAAEMHH HAYK 

HHCTHTYT BOCTOKOBEflEHHfl 
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rocnoa»iy CATBHP CHHrXY 
^npeKtopy Ky/iLxypHor o Heuxpa 
hm. /pK-l^epy 
Ilocojitcxpa MhAhh b P<P 


rjivOoicoyBaxcaeMBift r-H CnHrx! 


MbI TJiy6oKO TpOHyTbl Toft HaCTOftHHBOCTBK), C KOTOpoft oGmecxBeHHOCTI. 

cTapaeTca pacKpBiTB Tawny raSejiH BBwaiomerocji ^eaTejis HagHO^^BtfO-ocBoSoflirrejibHoro 
ABHSceHHa CyGxac HaimpBi Boca: 

PyccKwe hhaojioth He motjih npoHTH mhmo TaKofi BtmaiomeH^ yw^pocTH, TeM 6ojiee hto 
oh nocexHji Harny cxpaHy, nbixaacL 3apyHHTBca nozmcp^KKoii cofie'I c Ko ro npaBHxeJiBcTBa b 
cboch 6opb6e npoTHB KOJioHHajiBHoro rHeTa. Hccjie^oBaHwa >KH3Htt 3 fl^xentHocXH h 
C.H.E oca npoBoanjiHCB Ha ochobc HH^HficKHx MaTepnanoB, £ 0 KyMe#T 0 £ pycCKHX apXHBOB, a 
TaKxce MaTepnajioB H3 TepMaHHH h A^raiiHCTana. 3a nocjiew%^ h^ckojibko jieT 6 bijih 
onyojiHKOBaHBi hjih roTOBaTCfl k ny6jiHKaiiHH HHxcenepeHHCJieHHBie pa^otw 1 no otoS npo6neMe: 

A.B.PaftKOB (JlHiiemc) «OnacHeftniHft xac Hhahh», M. 1999. 

IO.H.Thxohob (JlrniepK) «A(J)raHCKaa Boihia TpeTBero pefixa» M. 2003. 

P.H.Kojibwob (BjiaflHMHp) «C.B. Boc - waeojior h Jiwuep HitjiHitcKoro HaiuioHajiBHo- 
ocBoSo^HTejiBHoro ^BHXceHHa: noJiHTHHecKHe B3rji5i^Bi h ^exTeaBHOCi-j, c ] 921-1945 rr.»- 
O.IO.KypHBifflHH (MocKBa) «riapaflOKCBi noJiHTHHeCKoft 6Horpa<f)HH (y'P-Soca)). M. 2000. 


CoTpy^HHKH HHCTHTyxa BocTOKOBe/ieHHa b HacToamee cneuHajiBHo He 

3aHHMafOTca HCCJieflOBaHHeM >kh3hh h /ieaTeJiBHocTH C.H.Boca, o/Wa^ 0 I© PAH totob 
yCTpOHTB BCTpeny pOCCHflCKHX HCTOpHKOB, 3 aHHMaBLUHXCH 3TO0 iiPo^nCMOft, C HJIeHaMH 
Komhcchh cy^BH M.K. MyK epiDKH. BpeMa h MecTo MoryT 6 bitb oroBOt^HBj BOnoJiHHTejiBHo. 


^wpeKTop HB PAP} 



Pbi6aKOB P.B- 


Vyi^/ 



10303 l(PO, CHO, 103753 (Mexc^yHapoxtHBiH), MocKBa, rCIl, yji. !><?*3eCTBeHKa,l2 
Ten.: (095)921-1884, (095)925-6461 Oaxc: (095)975-2396 E-mail: ivian@orc.ru 



By •Registered Post with a/D 
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Fax : 009 i -033-252*2765 


) |o • 'L'Ot, 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Ik’quiuv Imto the Au.hgpYSmsa^earjwce of 


NeTAJI SUBIIAS Cfi/VNDEA" 
■ li ' Block, (Thii 
1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 


'700 087 



Chairman — 252-2836 
.SVsrrtiary - 252-2707 

Officer on 

Special D«/v - 252- 2/65 
Qflfc* ' — 252-2766/68 

e-mail : j mcinscb@cui, 3 . vsni. net in 


No. JMCI/0v®rs®as-Witnesses/2000— 01/ Kolkata, dated, 4th March '04. 
70(ii)/492. 


From : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.), 

Officer on Special Duty 

Pi . . 

To : Ms . Ruchi Ghanashyam, 

Director (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi - 110001. 

M adair, 

I am directed to refer^^t^T your D.O. letter No. 

D.O, NO. 25/4/NGO - Vol . XI dated 16.02.04 and to request 
you to let the Commission know the development in respect 
of the witnesses cited in para 4 of the aforesaid letter. 
I ai* 1 directed to add that a list of witnesses furnished 
by Dr. Purabi Roy is sent herewith with the request for 
ascertaing the following : 

1) Their present whereabouts ; 

2) Whether they are willing to be examined as 
witnesses before the Commission ; 

3) If not, whether they are willing to interact 
with the Commission. 

4) Their convenience regarding place and time for 
deposing before the Commission or interacting 
with the Commission, as the case may be. 



So (pi £>0) Yfcjz 


Y our s 


faithfully, 

V, I 


( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 


List of the Witnesses proposed bv Dr. Purabi Rov (JMCI/45/2000I 


/ 




1 . v Professor E. N. Komorov 
Senior Research Professor 
Institute of Oriental Studies 
Academy of Sciences, Moscow 
Rozdestverka Street 12 
103771 Russia. 


Res. Tel : (Moscow) 451-97-17 

2. Professor Y. V. Pechenko 
Department of Far Eastern Studies 
Oriental Faculty 

St. Petersburg University 
St. Petersburg- 199034 
Russia 

Res Tel : 371-42-15 

3. r Shri Ramen Sen 

Indian Ambassador to Germany, 

Berlin 

Germany 

4. Mr. L. V. Mitrokhin (Dead) 

Institute of Oriental Studies, 

1 2, Rozhdestvenka 
Moscow K-3 1 

5. Mr. V. Turadzhev 
Institute of Oriental Studies, 

12, Rozhdestvenka 
Moscow K-3.1 

6. J Mr. A. Kokesnikov 

Institute of Oriental Studies, 

1 2, Rozhdestvenka 
Moscow K-3 1 

Lr Shri Jayanta Roy 

Hementa Base Bhawan, 

49C, Chittaranjan Avenue, 



8. Mr. A. Raikov 

Plekhanova Street, 

61-18, Lipetesk-50, 

Russian Federation 

9. Dr. R. B. Rybakov 

Director, 

Institute of Oriental Studies, 

12, Rozhdestvenka 
Moscow K-3 1 

10. Mr. A. A. Kutsenkov 

Head of the Indian Department, 
Institute of Oriental Studies, 

1 2, Rozhdestvenka 
Moscow K-3 1 

11. Mr. A. A. Kirichenko, 

Head of the International Section, 
Institute of Oriental Studies, 

12, Rozhdestvenka • 

Moscow K-3 1 

12. Prof. V. I. Kiuev 
Institute of Oriental Studies, 

3 2, Rozhdestvenka 
Moscow K-3 1 

/ 13. Mr. V. N. Plastun 

Institute of Oriental Studies, 

12, Rozhdestvenka 
Moscow K-3 1 

14. Mr. A. P. Gnachuk 

Danielchuk Prof., 

Souznaya St., 

136-2-157, 

Moscow- 1 17321 

15. Mr. G. L. Bondarevsky, 

(Address not available) 

Tele Fax: 00709533-11546 

L . ; ' i'\ , ;)j 

|i -ij 
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(Dead) 


(Dead) 


\ 


V 



Mr. E. M. Morosov 
(Address not available) 
Moscow 
Tel : 2122156 
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Virander Paul 
First Secretary (Pol) 



6-8, Ulitsa Vojrontsovo 
Polye, Moscow 
Tel: 2001239 Fax: 9752337 
Telex 413409 INDEMB-SU 


No. MOS/POL/ 125/01/90 


March 3, 2004 


Dear Madam, 

Kindly refer to your letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.X dated January 12, 
2004 regarding Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). In 
response, we had sent a letter of even number dated January 29, 2004, 
addressed to Shri Sandip Mitra, Under Secretary (NGO), MEA, a copy of 
which is enclosed for ready reference. Given below is some additional 
information which may kindly be suitably correlated. 

2. Our Consul General in St. Petersburg has informed that Prof. 
Pechenko passed away in June 2003. A copy of a letter dated June 30, 
2003 addressed to JS(CNV) conveying the same is enclosed. 


nL civ~ 

Ufa** 

/fr/V^ 



3. We had again approached Dr. R.B. Rybakov, Director of the 
Institute of Oriental Studies in Moscow seeking his willingness and 
convenience for being examined as a witness by JMCI. However, in 
response, we have been sent a letter, which had earlier been also sent 
to us (copy enclosed). 


4. Reminders have been sent to Mr. A. A. Kirichenko, Mr. U.L. 
Kuznets, Prof. A.P. Gnachuk-Danielchuk, Dr. A. A. Kutsenkov, and Prof. 
E.N. Komorov. As regards Mr. V.N. Plastun, Mr. A. A. Kolesnikov, and 
Mr. E.M. Morosov, efforts are underway to locate them and obtain their 
responses. 



Enclosures: As abbve 

Ms. Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block, New Delhi 






V^l *** 
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Embassy of India 


6-8, ulitsa Vorontsovo Polye, 


Moscow 


Tel: 9163544 Fax: 9752337 
Telex 413409 INDEMB-SU 


No. Mos/Pol/ 125/01/90 


29 January 2004 



This has reference to Director(CNV)’s letters No. 
25/4/NGO/Vol.X dated 12 November 2003 and No. 
25/4/NGO-Vol.X dated 12 January 2004 in connection with 
Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry into the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. We have so far 
not received any replies from the witnesses who were sent 
written communications on 9 June 2003. We have once again 
sent reminders to all the witnesses. As requested by the 
Commission, Dr. Rybakov has been asked to convey his 
willingness and convenience for appearance as a witness. 

2. Regarding availability of material related to the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the KGB 
archives, a note verbale No. 1907/3DA dated 20 March 2003 
received from the Russian MFA refers. This note verbale was 
forwarded to your Division vide letter no. 
MOS/POL/ 125/01/90 on 21 March 2003. In the 5 th 
paragraph, it is stated that no material on the fate of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose was found in the Central Archives of 
the Russian FSB. (KGB is now known as FSB in the Russian 
Federation.) 

3. Since we have received no response from Mr. Komorov, a 
reminder has been sent to him. 


4. The whereabouts of Mr. Pechenko is being ascertained 
through our CGI, St. Petersburg. 
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5. The Embassy is continuing its efforts to locate Mr. V.N. 
Plastun, Mr. A.A. Kolesnikov and Mr. E.M. Morosov. 

6. One of the witnesses, Academician Bondarovsky expired 
last year. 


Yours sincerely, 

(Rahul Shrivastava) 

Shri Sandip Mitra 
Under Secretary (NGO) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi. 
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CONSULATE GENERAL OP INDIA 
5T. PETERSBURG 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
Tel: 7-812-2721S88, 2721731 
For. 7-812-2722473 
E-mail: cdispb@online.ru 


MOST IMMEDIATE 

FAX MESSAGE 

No. SPB/l03/l/2001(part) 30 th June, 2Q03 

Please refer to my earlier fax message of even number dated 
14 th May, 2003 regarding Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. We 
have just been informed that Professor Y.V. Petehenko, succumbed to ill 
health and left for his heavenly abode last week. We were not able to 
meet him as he was hospitalized all the time and as such could not hand 
over the letter to him. 


With best regards. 


Yours sincerely, 



(Ashok Kumar Sharma) 
Consul General 


Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 



POCCHHCKAH AKAflEMHfl HAYK 
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rocnoflHHy CATEHP CHHrXY 
^npeKTopy KyjibTypHoro peHTpa 
hm. ,Z],>k. H epy 
riocojitcTBa Hh^hh b P<D 
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rjiy 6 oKoyBa 5 KaeMbiii r-H Chhix! 

Mbi rjiySoKO TpoHyrbi Toft HacTOiiHHBOCTbio, c xoTopoft HHflHftcKaa o6mecTBeHHocTb 
CTapaeTca pacKpbiTb Taftny raGejiH Bbmaiomeroca neaiejis HauHOHaubHO-ocBoSo^HTejibHoro 
flBHaceHHH CyGxac Hanapbi Boca: 

PyccKHe HHflonorH He Moran npoftTH mhmo Taxoft BbmaiomeHca jihhhocth, tcm 6ojiee hto 
oh noceraji Harny CTpaHy, nbrraacb 3apyuHTbca noaaepacKOH coBeTCKoro npaBHTejibCTBa b 
CB oefi 6opb6e npoTHB KOJioHHaubHoro raeTa. HccnenoBaHHa 5 kh3hh, neaTejibHOCTH h cyzjb6bi 
C.H.Eoca npoBOflHJiHCb Ha ochobc hhahhckhx MaTepnanoB, aoxyMeHTOB pyccKHx apxHBOB, a 
Taxace MaTepnanoB H3 T epMaHHH h AiJjraHHCTaHa. 3a nocjiezjHHe Hecxojibxo JieT 6 buih 
onySjiHxoBaHbi hjih roTOBSTca x nySjiHxauHH HH5KenepeHHCJieHHbie paSoTbi no 3Toft npoSaeMe: 

A.B.PaiixoB (Jlnneux) «OnacHeHmHH uac Hkwhh», M. 1999. 

IO.H.Thxohob (Jlnneiix) «A<])raHcxaa BoiiHa TpeTbero peiixa» M. 2003 . 

P.H.Kojibpob (BnaflHMHp) «C.H. Boc - Haeonor h JiHflep Huzmftcxoro HaHHOHajibHO- 
ocBo6oAHTejibHoro ABHaceHHx: nojiHTHHecxne Banumbi h aeaTejibHocTb c 1921-1945 rr.». 
O.IO.KypHbimHH (MocxBa) «napanoxcbi noJiHTHHecxoft 6norpa(J)HH C.H.Eoca)). M. 2000. 

CoTpyzjHHXH HHCTHTyra BOCTOxoBe^eHHB b HacTOHH^ee Bpeivta cnepnajibHO He 
33HHMaiOTCX HCCJieflOBaHHeM 5 KH 3 HH H AeflTeJIbHOCTH C.H.Eoca, OflHaXO HB PAH rOTOB 
yeipOHTb BCTpeny pOCCHftCXHX HCTOpHXOB, 3aHHMaBmHXCH 3TOH npoSjieMOH, C HJieHaMH 



Komhcchh cyflbH M.K.MyxeM^H. BpeMH h Mecm MoryT Gbitb oroBOpeHbi nonojiHHTejibHO. 

A* /Ate/s. , 


L 


J 


103031(PO, CHT), 103753 (MencnyHapoflHbiH), MocxBa, TCn, yji. Po>xflecTBeHxa,12 
Ten.: (095)921-1884, (095)925-6461 <Daxc: (095)975-2396 E-mail: ivran@orc.ru 



Russian indologists are also paying much attention on making research about this 
outst anding personality. Moreover, Subhas Chandra Bos visited our country trying to find 
support of Soviet government in his struggle against colonial oppression. Researches on the life 
and activity of S.Ch.Bos were conducted on the basis of Indian materials, documents of Russian 
archives as well as materials from Germany and Afghanistan. For the recent years the following 
works were published or are being prepared for publication: 

A.V.Raikov (Lipetsk) “India’s most dangerous hour”. M., 1999. 

Yu.N.Tikhonov (Lipetsk) “The Afghan War of the Third Reich”. M., 2003. 

RN.Koltsov (Vladimir) “S.Ch.Bos, the Ideologist and Leader of the Indian National Liberation 
Movement: Political Views and Activity from 1921 to 1945” 

O. Yu.Kumyshin (Moscow) “Paradoxes of political biography of S.Ch.Bos” M. 2000. 

At present the researchers of the Institute of Oriental Studies are not doing a special 
investigation on life and activity of S.Ch.Bos but the Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian 
Academy of Sciences, is ready to organize a meeting of Russian historians dealing with this 
problem with the members of the Commission of the judge M.K.Mukeiji. The time and place of 
the meeting can be discussed later. 


Director of Institute of Oriental Studies, 

Russian Academy of Sciences R B .Rybakov 
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No.25/4/NGO-Vol XI 
Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO section 


Subject : Proposed visit of the Justice Mukheriee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) team to Taiwan, 

Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore- 

Publication of notice. 


MHA may kindly refer to their U.O. note no. 
1/ 120 14/ 6/ 2001 -IS (V)/NCB-II. pt.III, dated 11.3.2004 
on the above noted subject. 

2. The Ministry of External Affairs has separately 
written to the Secretary, JMCI- highlighting the 
constraints and difficulties in pursuing investigations in 
Taiwan in the context of the specific requirements spelt 
out by the JMCI and about the feasibility of the proposed 
visit by the JMCI team to Taipei. A copy of letter No. 
25/4/NGO-Vol.XI, March 18, 2004 in this regard is 
enclosed for MHA’s information and record. 

3. Also enclosed is a copy of the Notice about the 
visit, that was published in ‘The China Post, Taipei’ on 
19.3.2004. 



[Ruchi Ghanashyam] 
Joint Secretary [CNV] 


Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri Rakesh, Joint 
Secretary (IS)), North Block, New Delhi. 

MEA U.O. no. 25/4/NGO-Vol XI, dated 29 March 2004 
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Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 

D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI 


Dear S 





CON 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


March 15, 2004 


Please refer to your letter no. JMCI/CPDC/2002/86/394 dated 8 th 
January 2004 and JMCI/Taiwan/2003-2004/89/426 dated January 22, 
2004 in response to' my earlier letter no. 25/4/NGO/Vol X, dated 25 th 
November 2003 and other related correspondence regarding your 
request for assistance in obtaining documents from authorities in 
Taiwan and for the proposed visit of the JMCI team to Taiwan. 


2. We had approached the India-Taipei Association (ITA), a Non- 
Governmental office in Taipei, for assistance in obtaining the requisite 
documents. The Commission’s specific requests were brought to the 
notice of the concerned “authorities” in Taiwan. The authorities 
examined these requests in consultation with the Taipei City 
Government and other agencies. The outcome of the efforts made by the 
ITA in this regard is summarised below:- 


[a] The three original documents sought by the Commission, as 
listed below, are not available with Taiwanese authorities- 

• ' The Record of Cremation Permits issued between 18-22 

August, 1945; 

• The application for Cremation Permit said to have been 
filed by Dr. Taneyashi Yashimi or some other authority 
for alledged cremation of Subhas Chandra Bose and /or 
Ichiro Okiro; and 

• , The original Death Certificate issued in the name of 

Subhas Chandra Bose and /or Ichiro Okiro; 


[b] Photocopies of followin g two documents have been provided - 

/ 

• Page 531 of the “Chronological Record of Japanese 
Aggression in China ” (available with Ministry of National 
Defence) containing a lone reference to Subhas Chandra 
Bose in the sentence- “ Chandra Bose died as a result 
o£ iniujHes sustained in ajx airplane accident at 

Taipei Airport ” (free translation from Chinese text). . 


contd.qhge(2/... 
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• A letter dated 22.4.1966 from Taipei City "Government " 
[Bureau of Health] to Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
conveying depositions of 2 employees working at the 
Crematorium. 

[c] While pointing out that Taiwan was under Japanese occupation 
during the said period [August 1945], the Taiwanese authorities 
have informed that they are not in possession of any other 
documentation relating to the alleged death of Subhas Chandra 
Bose in Taipej on or around 18 August 1945. 

3. The documents mentioned at para 2(b) above are enclosed 
[Chinese text of “Chronological Record of Japanese Aggression in China ” 
(Annexure-I) and a copy of the handwritten letter from the Taipei City 

l 'Government / alongwith a free translation in English (Annexure-II)]. 

4. In earlier instances, it was conveyed that the concerned Taiwanese 
authorities had not been able to locate the witnesses sought by the 
Commission. However, the fresh list of witnesses attached to your letter 
dated January 22, 2004 has been sent to the ITA. 

5. As regards the feasibility of the proposed visit by the JMCI team to 
Taipei, the India-Taipei Association (ITA) has identified the following 

' constraints and difficulties in pursuing investigations in Taiwan in the 
context of the specific requirements spelt out by the JMCI:- 

• Visit to the operational domestic airport in Taipei is feasible 
only after obtaining necessary permissions from the local 
government agencies. 

• The Military Hospital does not exist any more, nor is anyone 
aware of where it existed. 

• The Municipal Crematorium in Taipei where the body of Netaji 
was allegedly cremated does not exist anymore. 

• Taiwan’s National Archives does not have any record of the 

crash of the military aircraft, which allegedly carried Netaji 
aboard it. ' . 

• The ITA’s attempts to locate related records/' documents and 
material information, from Taiwan’s National Archives, National 
Central Library, Department of Health, Ministry of National 
Defence, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taipei Municipal 
authorities and the Airport authorities, have proved to be 
unsuccessful so far. 

contd,pa'ge 3/ ... 


• There is no information as to whether the site of the alleged 
plane crash, the site of the Japanese Military Field Hospital, 
etc. still remain. It is highly improbable that these sites would 
remain, given the rapid economic development witnessed in 
Taiwan during the past fifty years. 

6. The above inputs not-with standing, if the Commission were to 
decide in favour of a visit to Taiwan, the ITA would be requested to 
extend all possible assistance to any visiting JMCI team. We trust that 
the Commission . would appreciate the sensitivities involved and would 
avoid public mention of the assistance being sought from the ITA. The 
India-Taipei Association (ITA) is a non-governmental office in Taipei 
and if there are to be any references to the ITA in JMCI’s reports, it 
should be characterised as such. It may also be noted that as a non- 
governmental office, ITA will not be able to incur any expenditure on 
behalf of a visiting JMCI team, which will have to carry necessary funds 
to take care of likely expenses. 


J 


Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 
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NOT 



Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has been set up by the Government of India with the Hon’ble 
Mr. Justice Monoj Kumar Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India, as its Chairman to inquire 
into the facts and circumstances related to the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 
and subsequent developments connected therewith including the following matters :• 

(a) Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

(b) If he is dead, whether he died in a plane crash, as alleged; 

(c) Whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

(d) Whether he has died in any other manner at any other place and, if so, when and how; 

(e) If he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 

The materials in the possession of the Commission till now tend to make it .appear to the Commission 
that evidence relevant to the points of inquiry is likely to be available in Taiwan, particularly Taipei. To explore the 
^possibility of getting such evidence the Commission may visit Taiwan. 

Any individual, group of persons, associations, institutions or organisations acquainted with or hav- 
ing knowledge, directly or indirectly, of the facts and circumstances relating to the aforesaid matters referred to 
the Commission for Inquiry and having interest in the proceedings before the Commission or wishing to assist 
the Commission in making the inquiry into the matters as mentioned above may contact the Commission direct 
at the postal address, Fax No. and e-mail address of the Commission given above. 


V 


By Order 

(P. K. Sengupta ) 
Secretary^. 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
NCB-II DESK 


Subject: Proposed visit of the Commission to Taiwan, Vietnam, 
Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore - Publication of 
notice regarding the proposed visit of the Commission 
and its objects. 


The undersigned is directed to refer to JMCI’s 
endorsement No.JMCI/Taiwan/2003-2004/89/450/1 dated 20/2/04 
on the subject noted above. 


MEA is requested to kindly look into the matter and 
furnish their views/advice urgently so that a suitable reply is sent 
to JMCI without further delay. 



(u: 


'! 

SH KifllRA) 
DIRECTOR(S> 


y 


Ministry of External Affairs, Attn: Ms.Ruchi Ghanashyam, 
Director(CNV), South Block, New Delhi. 

MHA U.O.No.I/1201 4/6/2001 -IS(V) /NCB-II pt.III dated 11. 3. 04 
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NOTICE 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has been set up by the Government of India with the Hon’ble 
Mr Justice Monoj Kumar Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India, as its Chairman to inquire 
into the facts and circumstances related to the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 
and subsequent developments connected therewith including the following matters .• 


(a) Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

(b) If he is dead, whether he died in a plane crash, as alleged; 

(c) Whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

(d) Whether he has died in any other manner at any other place and, if so, when and how, 

(e) (f he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 

The materials in the possession of the Commission till now tend to make it appear to the Commission 
that evidence relevant to the points of inquiry 19 likely to be available in Taiwan, particularly Taipei To explore the 
possibility of getting such evidence the Commission may visit Taiwan 


Any individual, group of persons, associations, institutions or organisations acquainted with or hav 
ing knowledge, directly or indirectly, of the facts and circumstances relating to the aforesaid matters referred to 
the Commission for Inquiry and having interest in the proceedings before the Commission or wishing to assist 
the Commission in making the inquiry into the matters a9 mentioned above may contact the Commission direct 
at the postal address, Fa* No. and e mail address of the Commission given above. 

By Order 

(P. K Sengupta ) 
Secretary 
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NOTICE 


Justice Mukherjee Conimission of Inquiry has been set up by the Government of India with the Hon'ble 
Mr. Justice Monoj Kumar Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India, as its Chairman to inquire 
into the facts and circumstances related to the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 
and subsequent developments connected therewith including the following matters :• 

(a) Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

(b) If he is dead, whether he died in a plane crash, as alleged; 

(c) Whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

(d) Whether he has died in any other manner at any other place and, if so, when and how; 

(e) If he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 

The materials in the possession of the Commission till now tend to make it appear to the Commission 
that evidence relevant to the points of inquiry is likely to be available in Taiwan, particularly Taipei. To explore the 
possibility of getting such evidence the Commission may visit Taiwan. 


* 


Any individual, group of persons, associations, institutions or organisations acquainted with or hav- 
ing knowledge, directly or indirectly, of the facts and circumstances relating to the aforesaid matters referred to 
the Commission for Inquiry and having interest in the proceedings before the Commission or wishing to assist 
the Commission in making the inquiry into the matters as mentioned above may contact the Commission direct 
at the postal address, Fax No. and e-mail address of the Commission given above. 

By Order 

(P. K. Sengupta ) 
Secretary^ 
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V. Venkateswara Rao 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 

2 1 07 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 
Tel.: (202)939-7070 
(202) 939-7005 
(202) 939-7004 
(202) 939-7000 (EXCH.) 
Fax: (202) 387-2673 


March 9, 2004 


vrtX 



This is with reference to your D.O No.25/4/NGO/Vol.XI dated 
February 20, 2004 regarding authenticated copies requested by Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). I have already sent a letter to 
Princeton University, New Jersey. We are awaiting response from them. 


This is also to inform you that I moved out of the Political Wing to 
Commerce Wing. You may like to correspond with Minister (Pol)/ 
Counsellor (Pol) in future correspondence 



(V. Venkateswara Rao) 



V'lQjhrt ptl 


Ms. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 
Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, New Delhi. 
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P.M. Meena 

Counsellor(Political) 

Tel: 020 7836 7369 

Fax:020 7836 6695 
E-mail: pmmeena®hcilondon.net 



THE HIGH COMMISSION OF 
INDIA 

INDIA HOUSE 
ALDWYCH 
LONDON WC2B 4NA 


February 23, 2004 





Please refer to the communicatitfh reg. UMCL' As informed you over telephone we 
had already taken up the matter with the Foreign twto Commonwealth Office to request them 
by a letter to expedite the information required by the Commission. FCO was reminded by 
me on 19.2.04. DHC also raised the issue with Director (FCO) during his meeting on 
20.2.04. As and when the information is received the same would be communicated to you. 


With regards, 




Yours sincerely, 



(P.M. Meena) 


Smt. Ruchi Ghanshyam, 
Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 
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BY REGISTERED POST 

with aTd 7 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry !wro rite Alleoeo Disapp? ararce o f 


S' 





Net ur St kiias Chandra Hose, 

B‘ Block, ( Third Floor) 

1 I/A Mirza ( ihalib Sheet. Kolkata-700 087 


Iuk :«><> I -033-2252-2765 


Phone: 


C 'hnrm<m 
Stcriijry 
Otfuer on 
Sf^rutf f >uiy 
<)(}ue 



- 2252-2765 

- 2252 276G/b8 


e - mnit : 

jmcinscbu/;ail.l.vsnl.ncl.in 


No. JMCi/CPDC/2002/86/448. 


Dated the 20th Feb' 04. 


From 


To 



Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 


New Delhi - 110001. 


sir, 

I am directed to refer to the^ommission* s 
letter No. JMCI/CPDC/2002/86/394 dated 8.1.2004 
(copy enclosed for ready reference) and to say that 
reply thereto is yet to be received. 

I am, therefore, directed to reouest you to 
kindly send the report and the documents solicited 
in the aforesaid letter. 


Enclosure : As stated. Yours faithfully, 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 




By Regd .Post with a/p. 


J'JF.TtGE FAUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 

f on * . ' "IV ft iTO I He A.LLECED 0*S-*rPEAfWICE O' 

Ni i ui Si masCn \ mi lex Hose. 

TA Block. ('J bird Floor) 

M/A V; Clhalib-.Sia-cf, Kolkata 700 0 S 7 


lho;ir: 
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A/ v# m/ Iwy 

■■ A ’ .'iC't 

Uf/he 

- 252-2 

e -mail : ]r. 

• in 1 ; vr.nl. in 


No jr.'iCI; cpDc y'2002/86/3S4 . 


Kolkata, dated, ©th January' 04 . 





From j Shr I M, Rov* lAS(Retd.), 
Officer on Special Duty 


To : Ms. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 

Director (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Govt. of. India, 

South Block, 

Mew Delhi-110001. 
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Madam, 

; j : ■ iiiyli : ! ■ ■ j' 

I am directed to refer to your d.o. letter 
bearing No.25/4/KCC/Vol .X dated 25.11.2003 1 from 
which it transpires that you are considering 
alternative options for seeking the assistance of 
other agencies/or ganisatiens for obtaining the 
requisite documents identif ieo by us in our letter 
no. 289 dated 17.10.03 to the Mayor of Taipei. 


I am, therefore, directed to request you to 
kina ly send a progress report in the matter as also 
to make available to the Commission as early as 
possible all the documents, as mentioned in the 
said letter dated 17.10.03 addressed to the Mayor 
of Taipei. 


Yours faithfully, 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 


A 
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Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 

D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI 


Dear f 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


2004 
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i/394 dated 8 th 


Please refer to your letter no. JMCI/CPDC/ 2002/^8/ 

January 2004 and JMCI/Taiwan/2003-2004/89/426'hated January 22, 
2004 in response to' my earlier letter no. 25/4/NGO/Vol X, dated 25 th 
November 2003 and other related correspondence regarding your 
request for assistance in obtaining documents from authorities in 
Taiwan and for the proposed visit of the JMCI team to Taiwan. 


( A £ 


2. We had approached the India-Taipei Association (ITA), a Non- 
Governmental office in Taipei, for assistance in obtaining the requisite 
documents. The Commission’s specific requests were brought to the 
notice of the concerned “authorities” in Taiwan. The authorities 
examined these requests in consultation with the Taipei City 
"Government 'and other agencies. The outcome of the efforts made by the 
ITA in this regard is summarised below:- 


[a] The three original documents sought by the Commission, as 
listed below, are not available with Taiwanese authorities- 

• The Record of Cremation Permits issued between 18-22 
August, 1945; 

• The application for Cremation Permit said to have been 
filed by Dr. Taneyashi Yashimi or some other authority 
for alledged cremation of Subhas Chandra Bose and /or 
Ichiro Okiro; and 

• The original Death Certificate issued in the name of 
Subhas Chandra Bose and / or Ichiro Okiro; 

[b] Photocopies of followin g two documents have been provided - 

• Page 531 of the “Chronological Record of Japanese 
Aggression in China ” (available with Ministry of National 
Defence) containing a lone reference to Subhas Chandra 
Bose in the sentence- “ Chandra Bose died as a result 
of injuries sustained in an atrplane accident at 

Taipei Airport ” (free translation from Chinese text). 



contd.page 2/... 
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• A letter dated 22.4.1966 from Taipei City ' Government " 
[Bureau of Health] to Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
conveying depositions of 2 employees working at the 
Crematorium. 

[c] While pointing out that Taiwan was under Japanese occupation 
during the said period [August 1945], the Taiwanese authorities 
have informed that they are not in possession of any other 
documentation relating to the alleged death of Subhas Chandra 
Bose in Taipei on or around 18 August 1945. 

3. The documents mentioned at para 2(b) above are enclosed 
[Chinese text of “Chronological Record of Japanese Aggression in China ” 
(Annexure-I) and a copy of the handwritten letter from the Taipei City 

''Government'alongwith a free translation in English (Annexure-II)]. 

4. In earlier instances, it was conveyed that the concerned Taiwanese 
authorities had not been able to locate the witnesses sought by the 
Commission. However, the fresh list of witnesses attached to your letter 
dated January 22, 2004 has been sent to the ITA. 

5. As regards the feasibility of the proposed visit by the JMCI team to 
Taipei, the India-Taipei Association (ITA) has identified the following 
constraints and difficulties in pursuing investigations in Taiwan in the 
context of the specific requirements spelt out by the JMCI:- 

• Visit to the operational domestic airport in Taipei is feasible 
only after obtaining necessary permissions from the local 
government agencies. 

• The Military Hospital does not exist any more, nor is anyone 
aware of where it existed. 

• The Municipal Crematorium in Taipei where the body of Netaji 
was allegedly cremated does not exist anymore. 

• Taiwan’s National Archives does not have any record of the 
crash of the military aircraft, which allegedly carried Netaji 
aboard it. 

• The ITA’s attempts to locate related records/ documents and 
material information, from Taiwan’s National Archives, National 
Central Library, Department of Health, Ministry of National 
Defence, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taipei Municipal 
authorities and the Airport authorities, have proved to be 
unsuccessful so far. 


contd^age 3/ ... 
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• There is no information as to whether the site of the alleged 
plane crash, the site of the Japanese Military Field Hospital, 
etc. still remain. It is highly improbable that these sites would 
remain, given the rapid economic development witnessed in 
Taiwan during the past fifty years. 


6. The above inputs not- with standing, if the Commission were to 
decide in favour of a visit to Taiwan, the ITA would be requested to 
extend all possible assistance to any visiting JMCI team. We trust that 
the Commission would appreciate the sensitivities involved and would 
avoid public mention of the assistance being sought from the ITA. The 
India-Taipei Association (ITA) is a non-governmental office in Taipei 
and if there are to be any references to the ITA in JMCI’s reports, it 
should be characterised as such. It may also be noted that as a non- 
governmental office, ITA will not be able to incur any expenditure on 
behalf of a visiting JMCI team, which will have to carry necessary funds 
to take care of likely expenses. 




Yours sincerely, 


(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 
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SECRET 



Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/Vol.X 


March 10, 2004 



&, hy 


Thank you for your fax no. Tai/POl/ 1/2004 dated 10 February, 
2004 forwarding information and documents sought by the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). The documents are being 
forwarded to the Commission alongwith our views on the proposed visit 
of a JMCI team to Taipei. 

2. The JMCI have meanwhile forwarded a list of witnesses it wishes 
to examine and the places it plans to visit in Taiwan. A copy of the list is 
enclosed. We shall be grateful for your feedback in the matter. 


to^tv i Y ours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri Vijay Gokhale 
Director General 
India-Taipei Association 
Taipei 


l 



List of witnesses and places in Taipei 


/•s. 


1. Mr* Tao Yung, M.P., 

Chairman, India Free China Friendship 
Committee anci Convener of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of Legislative Yuan 
(Parliament) . 

2. Mr. Liu Tsung Han 
Vice Chairman 
Overseas Chinese Affairs 
Commission of the Government 

of Republic China. Was in Calcutta Consul-General. 

3. Mr. Lu Kuo Hwa, M.P. Off 

From Manchuria Res 

Manager , 

Taiwan Fruits Production and Exportation 
Joint Committee, Fourth Floor, 

79 Section-2, 

Chung Shan North Road, 

( TAIPEI ) TAIWAN . has visited India. 

4. Mrs. C.C. Huang, 

Wife of the Ex-Mayor of Taipei, who died recently 
c/o Ambassador Hotel, 

TAIPEI (TAIWAN) 

5. Prof.Wu Chen Tsai, 

Director of Information and Cultural Affairs of K.M.T. 
7-Lin Shin North Road, 

TAIPEI (TAIWAN) Off 

Res 

6. Mackay Hospital, 

Chung Shan North Road, 

OPP . Ambassador Hostel, 

TAIPEI (TAIWAN) 

7. Air Port Accidents Record. 

8. Taiwan Newspapers and their old files 
TAIPEI ( TAIWAN ) 

C ). ? 
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By Regd.Post with a/d 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netajj Sub has Chandra Bose. 

\ ‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mir^Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


Phone: 


- 252-2835 

- 252-2767 


Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252*2766/68 


Fax : 0091-033-252-2765 


To 



NO. JMCI/11/ 2000/ 495. 



e-mail : imcin.scb(a)cal. 3. vsnl.net. in 


olkata, dated, 5th March *04. 


From 


Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.), 
Officer on Special Duty 


Ms. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 

Director (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi - 110001. 


Madam, 


I am directed to refer to the M.H.A’s U.O. No. 
I -12014/13/2000— IS (D .III) /NCB(Vol .V) dated 30.12.03 
endorsed to the Director (CNVJ M.E.A.and to say that 
no reply has yet been received by the Commission 


from the M.E.A. as requested therein by the M.H.A. 




\ 


I am, therefore, directed to request you to 
kindly do the needful as expeditiously as possible. 







Yours faithfully, 


( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 


(A' a 


No. JMCl/ll/2000/ 495(1) . 


Dated 5.03.04. 



Copy forwarded for information and for taking 
necessary action to : Shri Umesh Kalra, Director (s) 

(i /ffj Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt, of India, North Block 
New Delhi-110001, with reference to his U.O. No. MHA 
U.O. NO. I— 12014/13/2000— IS (D. Ill) /NCB dated 30.12.2003, 



( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 


By Regd.Post with a/d. 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry iNTO the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 

Fax : 0091-033-252-2765 


Phone: 

Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer on 
Special Duty 
Office 

e - mail : j mcinscb@caL3.vsnl. net. 



- 252-2835 

- 252-276 7 

- 252-2765 

- 252-2 766/68 


NO. JMCI/Taiwan/2003-04/89/493. Kolkata, dated, 5th March '04. 


From : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd,), 
Officer on Special Duty 


To : Ms, Ruchi Ghanashyam, 

Director (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi - 110001. 


Madam, 

I am directed to refer to the Commission's 
registered D.O. letter No. JMCl/Taiwan/2003-2004/89/ 

426 dated 22.1.04 addressed to you (copy enclosed) and 
to say that reply thereto is yet to be received. 

In view of the impending visit of the Commission 
to Taiwan, I am directed to request you to kindly send 
your reply to the aforesaid d.o. letter as expeditiously 
as possible. 


Enclosure: As stated above. Yours faithfully. 



( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 




Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 


{ 5 : 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.nct. in 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry of Home Affairs 

B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


D.O. No. JMCI/Taiwan/2003 -2004/89/426 



\Sl* 


January 22, 2004 


Dear Ms Ghanashyam. 

Please refer to your d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO/VoIume X dated 25. .1 1.03. Inviting 
your attention to the last sentence of para 3 of your above-quoted d.o. letter, I am 
directed to say that no further communication in the matter has been received from your 
end inspite of a reminder dated 8.1.04 (vide letter no. JMCI/CPDC/2002/86/394 dated 
8.1.04). 

It is not yet known to the Commission whether you have been able to get any 
assistance of any agency/organisation for obtaining the documents asked for by the 
Commission. 

For its intended visit to Taiwan, the Commission needs your assistance not only 
for obtaining the requisite documents but also for contacting the witnesses it wants to 
examine at Taipei. The Commission also needs assistance for identifying the relevant 
places the Commission wants to visit for the purposes of the inquiry. 

As the time is fast running out, the Commission is also seeking assistance of 
private individuals/agencies/organisations to supplement your endeavours in the matter. 
As was done by the Khosla Commission, the Commission is writing letters of request to 
the Editors of three news papers of Taiwan for publishing a notice about the proposed 
visit of the Commission and its objects. The names and addresses of the news papers 
have been obtained from a file of the Khosla Commission recently received from the 
Govt, of India. To be precise, the Commission is trying to follow the same procedure 
which was followed by the Khosla Commission for achieving the objects of the proposed 
visit of the Commission to Taiwan. 

' ’! I 

•I'm 1 

. I am directed to request you again to ensure that the Commission may have 
access to all relevant documents about the alleged plane crash and the resultant alleged 
death of Nelaji Subhas Chandra Bose in Taiwan- I am further directed to request you 
again to extend all possible help and assistance to the Commission so that it may get, 


/V 


So 



inquiry which have already been communicated to you and the present whereabouts of 
the relevant witnesses, if any, available at Taipei. 

A list of witnesses the Commission wants to examine and the places it wants to 
visit in Taiwan is enclosed. 


Expecting an early reply and with best wishes. 


« 


Yours 



Enclo: As stated 


Secretary 


Ms Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
South Block, 

New Delhi 110 001 


2 ) 




List of witnesses and nlaccs in Taipei. 


Mr. Tao Yung, M.P., 

Chairman, India Free China Friendship 
Committee anu Convener of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of Legislative Yuan 
(Parliament) . 

Mr. Liu Tsung Han 
Vice Chairman 
Overseas Chinese Affairs 
Commission of the Government 

of Republic China. Was ' in Calcutta Consul-General. 

Mr. Lu Kuo Hva, M . ? . 

From. Manchuria 
Manager , 

Taiwan Fruits Production and Exportation 
Joint Committee, Fourth Floor, 

79 Sect ion- 2, 

Chung Shan North Road, 

(TAIPEI) TAIWAN. has visited India. 



333407 

911242 


Off .519795 
Re3 .543920 


4. Mrs. C.C. Huang, 

Wife of the Ex-Mayor of Taipei, who died recently 
c/o Ambassador Hotel, 

TAIPEI ( TAIWAN ) 


* 


5. Prof.Wu Chen Tsai, ‘ _ 

Director of Information and Cultural Affairs of K.M.T., 

7-Lin Shin North Road, 

TAIPEI ( TAIWAN ) Off. 323 292 

Res. 783074 


6. Mackay Hospital, 

Chung Shan North Road, 

OPP . Ambassador Hostel, 

TAIPEI ( TA IK AN ) 

7. Air Port Accidents Record. 

8. Taiv.’an Newspapers and their old files 
TAIPEI ( TAIWAN ) 
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Tel: 886-2-75761 12/3 Fax:806-2-7576117 SfciaHT) PAGES lfsf 

e-mail: ita@ms1. hinet.net . U 

faxmesM^uegen^'i -^l 8 

10 February 2004 

Alleged Disappearance of Netaji«Sublias Chandra Bose - Enquiries regarding 

Dear 


ToTftU 





> 



Please refer to your D.O.No. 25/4/NGO/Vol X dated 25 November 

2003. 


The attention of the concerned "authorities" in Taiwan has been 
drawn to the specific requests for original documents relating to the above 
subject matter, made by the Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry to 
the Mayor of the Taipei City Government vide letter No. 
JMIC/CPDC/2002/86/289 dated October 17, 2003. The authorities, 
having examined these requests in consultation with the Taipei City 
Government and other agencies, have orally informed us of the following: 

(1) The three original documents sought by the Justice Mukheijee 
Commission of Inquiry in connection with the ongoing inquiry, namely the 
Record of the Cremation Permits issued during the period 18-22 August 
1945, the application for Cremation Permit allegedly filed by Dr. Taneyashi 
Yashimi or some other authority for alleged cremation of Subhas Chandra 
Bose and / or Ichiro Okiro, and the original Death Certificate issued in the 
name of Subhas Chandra Bose and / or Ichiro Okiro, are NOT repeat NOT 


available with Taiwanese authorities. 


(2) The Taiwanese authorities have provided us photo-copies of two 
documents: 

(a) A Chronological Record of Japanese Aggression in China that 
is available with the "Ministry of National Defence", which contains a 
chronology of its major events. Page 531 of the said record contains the 
following sentence: " Chandra Bose died as a result of injuries sustained in 
an airplane accident at Taipei Airport." (free translation from Chinese text). 
This is the sole reference to Subhas Chandra Bose in that military record. 
No other reference can be found in that record. A copy of the document 
given to us (relevant portion tick -marked and side-lined) is at Annexure I. 

(b) A letter written by the Taipei City Government to the "Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs" dated 22 April 1966 (22 April in the 55 th Year of the 
Republic of China) conveying the depositions of two employees at the 


crematorium on reports about the alleged cremation of Subhas Chandra 
Bose is mentioned. A copy of the handwritten letter from the Taipei City 
Government along with a free translation in English is enclosed at 
Annexure II. 

(3) Taiwanese authorities have informed us that they are not in the 
possession of other documentation relating to the alleged death of Subhas 
Chandra Bose in Taipei on or around 18 August 1945. Taiwanese 
authorities also say that Taiwan was under Japanese occupation at the 
time. 


I also refer you to earlier messages sent by the Deputy Director 
General of this Association on 20 August 2002 and 9 September 2002 
relating to inquiries made by this Association with local authorities on 
eye-witnesses and places connected to the alleged disappearance of 
Subhas Chandra Bose. The information contained therein is also relevant 
to the matter, and you may wish to draw the attention of the Justice 
Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry to the information contained therein, as 
appropriate. 

Yours sincerely 

(Vijay Gokhale) 
Director General 


Smt. Ruchi Ghanshyam, 
Director, 

Ministry of External Affairs 


Copy: Director General, ITA Council, New Delhi 


I 0 i 1 4 : 59 ; INDIA-TAI PEI ASSOCIATION 


1886-2-27576117 


# 3 / 



ftNNex X 

V n n 

-*frnWA 

l 1 - ' = jf/il 


u 


- 


■> 







V 




62 


'V'-.r 


n n /C n f - ) r\ 

/ij/r >>|C /a\ 5)iiTi 

h l/ y v :: 'J j j • / 


sft- 


I \ 


3t- • 

3 /) 


V) 

w 


£ l L9£9£S-J-988i 


NO I IV I 30SSV IBdlVl-VIQNl ! 6S : VI'. 0 1 * 


; 1 4 : 59 ; I NDI A-TAI PE I ASSOCIATION 


\ 

U> 


CP 


CNJ 

I 

OJ 

I 


V 


Zl 


iO! 


ft | 




i ' 'w .• 


\ 


IS 

« • 

U CL^ 
0 


' o 0 WdgglSiMOT^g}^ ( « m M-& I K 

iwei»t*tw»!SteSie*tieiKffi«-»s ■ 

► gggffljggMjflgjj • IK 1 WK(^fctflliKiW»g» lW ll i < l • 

tes^nKit^sc^^-Rg^^ - ig«£^&$i;{W£ • *iiioi i mmm c fet# ) §« 

n|^a-y^rt-«fitfOtS r08frl‘-*tt I ' m II | 

%\ - • -V Vf .ii»' . 

ma^fc^&eiwR- 

MfeMKKHitt • I ft** ( 1 $n 

" - x CMIUMMlMUKSn^C ) • , : , 

..no • awiBSttiwwwiK^tesHasfts^w- 

,’ft « c low) • 

KlMN-mif ( 1 II Itna^JfcJJ^tPSZlfcife) • MW^iaW-IS , <N«^lteBS« «tOK:£|3*fc 

iiiWKoe aw*- 

"»fcllO<*H»IH)# wiu-v 


(s© 

/^jR\ 

<:> a 


... - . CO ( 




if ••: 




/5 






! 


/ * 


; 886 - 2-2 7 57 61 1 7 


# 6 / « 


lit j® 


E***"***' «J ‘M 

/ni/p : Jj a - - fa 

uoi"- 0010004 • (&>£\W bjOti 

\S/ vy u i — i ■ — • Vr 


rwP«* 


A 


jt 


■£> 1 8 rj 


■M> 


r> 

■M 

A 


* i 


<*Cw 

t 


£> 


A- 






'4 


& 


J4> 






Jl g;L- 

!* 5?'f f 




1:1 


riuf,'/ 


4 i 


alxc'-' r 


.i 




Lh 


p e^- 


l$ 


H 


O’ 


T” -1 , *:! ^5>-.‘s' 

nf i ; 

—'ll* j .■ 

__j ! J • 


iok M 


i£ 


m± 


09657 


J-i 


Jrf^ 


S 


dT- 


, * j 


rr<+*fi!\ 



o M 4 : 59 ; I ND I A-TA I PE I ASSOCIATION 


i 886-2-2 / b f SU 



# 1 0 ; 1 4 : 5 9 ; I ND I A-TAI PE I ASSOCIATION 


’,886-2-27 5761 1 / 


# o/o 


% 


8 


ST 


Free Translation 



Letter from Bureau of Health 
Receiver: Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Date: April 22, 1966 (April 22 in 55 th year of the Republic of Chinese) 
Reference No.: (55) Taipei Wei An Zhi No. 042 
^Classification: secret 


1. Reference no. 06095/ Asian Pacific 3, MOFA 

2. Regarding a disputed case of former Indian Congress leader Bose who is 
missing. The investigation report states as follows; 

(A) Lee Jin Kuei and Chen Zhi Zhe (Tanchi Chi) employees of Taipei 
crematorium, are still alive and are still working in Bureau of Health. 

According to Lee Jin Kuei, he worked in the office at the time and 
handled the procedures for permission, and not at the crematorium. 
Therefore, he does not know the facts of this case. According to Chen 
Zhi Zhe, on that day, Bose's adjutant (Indian) and some Japanese 
were at the crematorium. They had been opened the coffin to conduct 
a post-mortem. (According to Chen Zhi Zhe, the coffin was very thick 
and loaded with lime. Bose’s body was wrapped in a white cloth. 
However, the head was uncovered and he could see the eyes, nose and 
mouth were very seriously burnt. Japanese wanted to send Bose’s 
coffin back to Japan. However, the size of the coffin was too big, the 
airplane could not hold the coffin, therefore the body was cremated.) 
Bose’s bone ash was sent back to Japan with his adjutant (reportedly 
there were 4 Indians). Bose’s Japanese name was — fiP*. 

(B) The cremators were Lin Shui Mu and Zhu Sheng, who have since 
passed away. In the system there is no such position as Director of the 
crematorium. According to the data with MOFA, the Director of 
crematorium may have been Chu Tsung, who might be also one of the 
cremators Zhu Sheng. 

© Regarding what the former Director of the Bureau of Health, Taipei, 
Kao Chuan Yuan reportedly told Harm Shan that Japanese 
deliberately killed Bose by crash landing on purpose, it is stated that 
Kao Chuan Yuan took up the post on Nov. 1, 1945. And on Aug. 18, 
Taiwan was still governed by Japanese. He did not know the situation 
and did not make any such statement to the above- mentioned Indian 
journalist. ' 


3. Please note. 

4. The copy has been sent to Taipei City Government, Dept. Security. 


Lee Tie Yuan 
Director 
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INDIA-TAIPEI ASSOCIATION, TAIPEI 

£P J8 • □ 4 1 Wj it i c? 4 1 

Suite 2010, TWTC International Trade Building; No. 333, Keclutig Hoad Sec. ! ; 

Taipei, Taiwan 

Tel: (8862V 275761 1 2 Fax: (&862VJ75761 i 7 E-mail: b78jts@ms24 hinet.net 


FAX MESSAGE 

TO: ITA Council. (91-1 1-3792 1.24) 

FROM: India Taipei Association, Taipei. 


CrA 


X 




&*')• 


This has reference to the fax message of August 23, 2002 from Shri Vijav 
Gokhale and our interim reply of August (23) 2002 regarding the alleged 
di sappearance of N etaj i . 



co-JUxv 
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We have checked up with the National Archives of Taiwan and National 
Central Library, 'Taiwan Branch to find any reference to the above incident 
We checked up two newspapers (these are the only available newspapers for 
the period in question with the library) ~ Taiwan Xinbao (in Japanese) and 
Chungyang Ribao (in Chinese) for the entire month of August, 1945 at the 
Library but laded to find any news-report on Netaji in either of them. Hire 
PatidtlSriiLTchlvei dils not have any record of the crash of military aircraft 
which allegedly canned Netaji aboard it. As earlier intimated the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs here has also been unsuccessful in locating any relevant 
material 


\ 
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Point wise response to the queries raised in the paragraph 3 of the above 
message are as follows; 

a. Taihoku (Sung Shan) airport is the operational domestic airport in 
Taipei. Visit to the airport is feasib le after obtaining necessary 
permis sion s "from the local government agencies. But it is not at all 
likely that any new piece of in formation will be forthcoming as there are 
n o records _ of that period available with the airport authorities . The 
ph ysical layout of the airport has changed so much over the years that no 
body even knows where exactly the an-crash took place (Dr. Krishna 
Bose had recently visited Taipei. With the assistance from the local 
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i authorities, she visited SungShan airpoit but could not see anything of 
relevance.). 

{N ain Mong Military Hospital does not exist any mor e. No one here has 
lia riy dear idea of where this hospital existed . However, the officials at 
the National Archives and the Department of Health guess that this 
hospital might have been at the same place as the former Weixu hospital . 
The erstwhile Weixu hospital was located at the intersection of 
Chunghua Road Section- 1 and Guangzhou Street. The previ ous records 
of Weixu hospital arc not avail able anywhere in Taiwan since this 
hospital also has ceased to exist since the late 1940s The authorities at 
the National Archives guess that they were burnt. 

c. The Municipal Crematorium in Taipei where the body of Nctaji was 
1 allegedly cremated does not exist any more and no clues to the location 
\of its past records could be found. The Crematorium has been converted 

i nto a green park (Nos. 14 and 15) at the intersection of Chung Shan 
North Road Section -2 and Nanjing East Road Section- 1 

d. On checking up with the Taipei Municipal authorities, we have been told 
that they are not aware of any organisation with such a nomenclature. 
They do not have any records of any such office. 

e. Hokutu Military Hospital is currently known as National Force Beitou 
Military Hospital at plot no. 60, Xin Min Road in Beitou, Taipei. We 
checked up with the authorities there only to find that they do not have 
any records older than 199 2. All the earlier records have already been 
destroyed. 

Given that no one in the National Archives, National Central Library, 
Department of Health, Ministry of National Defence, Ministry of foreign 
Affairs, Taipei Municipal Government, Airport authorities - all of whom we 
have contacted, has been able to indicate anything regarding the availability of 
records in Taiwan, rest of information is not forthcoming. 


This issues with DG’s approval. 


Date; 9.9.2002 


Mi?' 1 ' 

(S K Virma) 


Deputy Director General 


CONFIDENTIAL 




Ruchi Ghanashyam 



D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI 





March 09, 2004 



Dear 


Please refer to your letter no. JMCI/CPDC/2002/86/394 dated 8 th 
January 2004 and JMCI /Taiwan/ 2003-2004/ 89/ 426 dated January 22, 
2004 in response to my earlier letter no. 25/4/NGO/Vol X, dated 25 th 
November 2003 and other related correspondence regarding your 
request for assistance in obtaining documents from authorities in 
Taiwan and for the proposed visit of the JMCI team to Taiwan. 
a 

2. We had approached the India-Taipei Association (IT A) in 

for assistance in obtaining the requisite documents. The Commission’s 
specific requests were brought to the notice of the concerned 
“authorities” in Taiwan. The u authorities^ examined these requests in 
consultation with the^Taipei City Government"' and other agencies. The 
outcome of the efforts made by the ITA in this regard is summarised 
below: - 

[a] The three original documents sought by the Commission, as 
listed below, are not available with Taiwanese authorities- 

• The Record of Cremation Permits issued between 18- 
22 August, 1945; 

• The application for Cremation Permit said to have 
been filed by Dr. Taneyashi Yashimi or some other 
authority for alledged cremation of Subhas Chandra 
Bose and / or Ichiro Okiro; and 

• The original Death Certificate issued in the name of 
Subhas Chandra Bose and / or Ichiro Okiro; 

[b] Photocopies of followin g two documents have been provided - 

• Page 531 of the “Chronological Record of Japanese 

^ 

Aggression in China ” (available with Ministry of National 

Defenc&) containing a lone reference to Subhas Chandra 

Bose in the sentence- “ Chandra Bose died as a result 

of injuries sustained in an airplane accident at 

Taipei Airport”. 


Taipei 


contd.page 2/... 


• A letter dated 22.4.1966 ^fron/ Taipei City Government^ 
[Bureau of Health] to Ministry of Foreign Affairs L> 
conveying depositions of 2 employees working at the 
Crematorium. 

[c] While pointing out that Taiwan was under Japanese occupation 
during the said period [August 1945], the Taiwanese Authorities^ 
have informed that they are not in possession of any other 
documentation relating to the alleged death of Subhas Chandra 
Bose in Taipei. 

3. The documents mentioned at para 2(b) above are enclosed 
(Annexure I and II). 

4. In earlier instances, it was conveyed that the concerned Taiwanese 
"’'authorities *had not been able to locate the witnesses sought by the 

Commission. However, the fresh list of witnesses attached to your letter 
dated January 22, 2004 is being sent to the ITA. 

5. As regards the feasibility of the proposed visit by the JMCI team to 
Taipei, the India-Taipei Association (ITA) has identified the following 
constraints and difficulties in pursuing investigations in Taiwan in the 
context of the specific requirements spelt out by the JMCI:- 

• Visit to the operational domestic airport in Taipei is feasible 
only after obtaining necessary permissions from the local 

u government agencies. 

• The Military Hospital does not exist any more, nor is anyone 
aware of where it existed. 

• The Municipal Crematorium in Taipei where the body of Netaji 
was allegedly cremated does not exist anymore. 

• Taiwan’s National Archives does not have any record of the 
crash of the military aircraft, which allegedly carried Netaji 
aboard it. 

• The ITA’s attempts to locate related records, documents and 
material information, from Taiwan’s National Archives, National 
Central Library, Department of Health, Ministry of National 
Defence, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taipei Municipal 
authorities and the Airport authorities, have proved to be 
unsuccessful so far. 


contd.page 2/... 


• There is no information as to whether the site of the alleged 
plane crash, the site of the Japanese Military Field Hospital, 
etc. still remain. It is highly improbable that these sites would 
remain, given the rapid economic development witnessed in 
Taiwan during the past fifty years. 


6. The above inputs not- withstanding, if the Commission were to 
decide in favour of a visit to Taiwan, the ITA (would be preparecfyto 
extend all possible assistance to any visiting JMCI team We trust that 
you appreciate the sensitivities involved and would avoid public mention 
of the assistance being sought from the ITA. The India-Taipei 
Association (ITA) is a non-governmental office in Taipei and if there are 
to be any references to the ITA in JMCI’s reports, it should be 
characterised as such. 




Yours sincerely, 



{Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 / A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 


Til i ^ Li l i 

*** ‘*y** 1 . A ^ * 



D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/Vol.X 

March 09, 2004 

Dear 


Thank you for your fax no. Tai/POl/ 1/2004 dated 10 February, 
2004 forwarding information and documents sought by the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). The documents are being 
forwarded to the Commission alongwith our views on the proposed visit 
of a JMCI team to Taipei. 

2. The JMCI have meanwhile forwarded a list of witnesses it wishes 
to examine and the places it plans to visit in Taiwan. A copy of the list is 
enclosed. We shall be grateful for your feedback in the matter. 


Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 

Shri Vijay Gokhale 
Director General 
India-Taipei Association 
Taipei 


« 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-70008j 


Phone: 


- 2252-2835 

- 2252-2767 


Fax : 033-2252-2765 


No. JMCI/Taiwan/2003-2004/89/450 




Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer on 
Special Duty 
Office 

e-mail jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in 


- 2252-2765 
- 2252 - 2766/68 



February 20, 2004 


From : P.K. Sengupta 
Secretary 

To 

Shri Rakesh 
Joint Secretary (IS) 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India 
North Block 
New Delhi 110 001 


"ly 


Sir, 


Sub : Proposed visit of the Commission to Taiwan, Vietnam, Thailand, 

Malaysia and Singapore - Publication of notice regarding the proposed 
visit of the Commission and its objects. 

4T 

Enclosed please find a copy each of the following letters / t ^ < ([£ nr " / t / 

5*//* K4>v ^ 




1. Commission’s letter no. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70 (Voli/rne W)l33jr/ ^ 

dated November 11.2003. La 

2. D O. letter no. 25/4/NGO/ Vol-X dated November 25, 2003 from Sm. Ruchi 

Ghanashyam, Director (CNV), ME A ^ C C l.fA % I ^ 


3. D O. letter no. JMCI/Taiwan/2003/2004/89/426 dated January/22, 2004 to Sm 
Ruchi Ghanashyam, Director (CNV). 

In the backdrop of the facts and circumstances stated in the above-quoted three letters, I 

am directed to inform you that the Commission is making endeavours by contacting private 
agencies and individuals to make all necessary preparations for visit to Taiwan, keeping, of 
course, in view the guidelines of the MEA communicated by the MHA along with their letter 
no. 1/1201 4/6/200 1 -IS( V) dt. 29.10.2002 (vide confidential d o. letter no. 25/4/NGO- Vol. VIII 
dated 23.9.2002 from Sri Vijay Gokhale, the then Joint Secretary (CNV) MEA, addressed to 
Sri Akhil Jain, the then Joint Secretary (IS), MHA, and its annexure). This Commission 
intends to travel Taiwan via Singapore, one of the two approved routes for Government 
official travelling to Taiwan (annexure I to the d o. letter of Sri Vijay Gokhale quoted above). 




The Commission felt that there should be wide publicity about the visit of the 
Commission and the objects of the inquiry in the countries the Commission proposed to visit 
well in advance of the visit of the Commission to those countries and with this object in view 
a notice was published in newspapers in Vietnam, Singapore and Thailand with the help of the 
MEA, Govt, of India. As regards Taiwan, the Commission is depending upon the information 
available in the files of the Khosla Commission and also upon private agencies and individuals. 
The Commission wrote to the Editors of five newspapers in Taiwan . Of these five newspapers, 
names and addresses of three were available in the file of the Khosla Commission while the 
remaining two were supplied by a private agency. 

In response to the request of this Commission for publication of a notice in their 
newspapers, the Overseas Advertising Director of the China Post, an English daily, has 
communicated the advertisement rate and the mode of payment of the charges of 
advertisement. The Commission is making all efforts to get a notice published for one day only 
in this English daily. Steps will be taken for publication of the notice in some of the other 
newspapers in Taiwan after receiving their response. A copy of the notice to be published in 
The China Post and a copy of their reply received by e-mail are enclosed for your information. 

A draft programme for visit to Taiwan and the other countries already mentioned above 
will be sent shortly for necessary approval and sanction. The Commission intends to undertake 
the tour from the end of March 2004 till the first or second week of April. 


Yours faithfully. 



Enclo : As stated (5) 


(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


No. JMCI/ Taiwan/2003-2004/89/450/ 1 


February 20, 2004 


Copy for information to Sm. Ruchi Ghanashyam. Director (CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs. Govt, of India, South Block, New Delhi- 1 10001. 



(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 
to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Nctaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Appointed by the Govt, of 

India. Ministry of Home Affairs 

B' Block (3 ,a floor). 11/A Mitza Ghatib Street. Kotkata-700037 


fS : 033-252-2S.1 5. 2765/68 
fas : (>.>.>*252-2765 
e-m.nl : 

j me wire b d.ca H . \ s! 1 1 . net . i n 


D O. No. JMCI/OvcrseasAVitnesscs/2002-03/70(VoI.II)/ 330 

Dear Sm. Ghanashyam, 


November 1 1, 2003 

Dy R et’ d Pos t 


Please refer to your d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGOA r ol. IX dated 24 .9.03. 


As requested by you in the first sentence of para 2 of your above quoted d.o. 
letter, xerox copies of all relevant communications received by the Commission through 
II. mail from Sri Anuj Dhar and by post from the Mayor of Taipei on the point of the 
alleged plane crash at Taipei have already been sent to you by registered post with a/d 
vide Commission’s letter no. JMCI/Doc(For)/99-2000/56{V)/292 dated 17. 10.03. 


Now I am directed to invite your notice to the second sentence of para 2 of your 

above - quoted d.o. letter wherein the Commission has been requested to refer to the 

kf- 

Ministry any information that may be required to^obtain-from Taiwan. But in the next 
sentence you have said, “ We do not recognise ‘Republic of China’ or ‘Taiwan’ and 
hence we do not have any official dealings with them”. 

The Commission, meanwhile, approached the Director, Taipei Economic and 
Culture Centre, New Delhi, for some information on certain points relating to the present 
state of some relevant places at Taipei. He was also requested to locate the witnesses 
examined by the Khosla Commission and furnish the Commission with their present 
whereabouts. The Director, in his reply, has curtly informed that they cannot render any 
help or assistance to the Commission. 


J/ 

7 


. 


m 

^ «S 


* m 





!„ the context of the last sentence orpara 2 of your above- quoted letter and <1® 
replj- received from the Director of the above- named Centre of Taipei in New Delhi 
Ncw-Mtk I have been directed by the Commission to say that in the interest of the .on-, 
uoinu inquiry the Commission- has no other alternative but to directly approach the 
authorities concerned in Taipei to procure relevant documents, selling information 
. so J places relevant 10 the points of inquiry and collect the whereabouts of the 
relevant witnesses, if any. available there, keeping your Ministry informed trom time to 

of the development in this regard: 1 ant further directed to request the Ministry of 

External Afihirs. Govt, of India to extend all possible help and assistance to the 
Commission in the matter. 


Yours sincerely. 


r 

\ S 


CL^ 


(P.K. ScrigMpta) 
Secretary 


To 


Sir. Ruck: GhanashYani. 

Director (CNV) 

Ministry cl Extents! Aftairs, Go\err: 
South' Block. 

New Delhi 1 10 001 


mem of India, 
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D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/Vol.X 


HRcT WFTR 

fTA7I TTVvFT, Jd fctrvft 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


r 

New Dsljii the..^ 200 

» • i vi / 1 y 




Dear ’ ( s ' ; 





November 25, 2003 




Please refer to your letter no. JMCI/CPDC/2002/86/289 
dated 17 ,h October 2003, addressed to the ‘Mayor of the Taipei City 
Government’ with a copy endorsed to this Ministry- seeking 
documents for the purpose of inquiry into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Stibhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and 
subsequent developments connected therewith. 

2. We have already pointed out in our earlier letters to you 

that any proposal or request for seeking information from Taiwan 
be referred to this Ministry, as we do not have any official dealings 
with the ‘Republic of China’ or Taiwan’. Our letters No. 
25/4 /NGO/VoLX dated 24 th September 2003 and 24 lt > October 
2003 refers in this regard. ~ ! 7 ST ( ll 

3. In the context of your aforementioned letter sent to the 
Taipei city Mayor, we would again like to reiterate our considered 
opinion that the JMCI should not send such communications 
directly to Taiwanese ‘■Government” authorities. We are considering 
alternative options for seeking the assistance of other 
agencies/organisations for obtaining the requisite documents 
identified by you in your letter to the Mayor of Taipei. Wc shall 
keep you informed of progress in this regard. 

l-S.'* <. I .0 t* i (* t 3 




Yours sincerely, 

) 

A-y • v - 1 ■ t . <j i ; 

(Ruchi Ghanashyain) 




Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary’ 

Justice iv}ukheijee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B ’Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 


(P * K * Sengupta) 




ecr etary 


to 


Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 

to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry 

For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 

India, Ministry' ofHome Affairs 

■B‘ Block (3 rd floor). 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700037 


& : 033-2252-2835,2765/68 
Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in 


D.O. No. JMCI/Taiwan/2003-2004/89/426 



January 22, 2004 


Dear Ms Ghanashyam, 

Please refer to your d.o. letter no. 25M/NGO/Volume X dated 25.. 1 1.03. Inviting 
your attention to the last sentence of para 3 of your above-quoted d.o. letter, I am 
directed to say that no further communication in the matter lias been received from your 
end inspite of a reminder dated 8.1.04 (vide letter no. JMCI/CPDC/2002/86/394 dated 
8.1.04). 

It is not yet known to the Commission whether you have been able to get any 
assistance of any agency/organisation for obtaining the documents asked for by the 
Commission. 


For its intended visit to Taiwan, the Commission needs your assistance not oniy 
for obtaining the requisite documents but also for contacting the witnesses it wants to 
examine at Taipei. The Commission also needs assistance for identifying the relevant 
places the Commission wants to visit for the purposes of the inquiry. 

As the time is fast running out, the Commission is also seeking assistance of 
private individuals/agencies/organisations to supplement your endeavours in the matter. 
As was done by the Khosla Commission, the Commission is writing letters of request to 
the Editors of three news papers of Taiwan for publishing a notice about the proposed 
visit of the Commission and its objects. The names and addresses of the news papers 
have been obtained from a file of the Khosla Commission recently received from the 
Govt, of India. To be precise, the Commission is trying to follow the same procedure 
which was followed by the Khosla Commission for achieving the objects of the proposed 
visit of the Commission to Taiwan. 

I am directed to request you again to ensure that the Commission may have 
access to all relevant documents about the alleged plane crash and the resultant alleged 
death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in Taiwan. I am further directed to request you 
again to extend all possible help and assistance to the Commission so that it may get. 


i 


without any further delay, information about some places relevant to the points ol 
inquiry which have already been communicated to you and the present whereabouts of 
the relevant witnesses, if any, available at Taipei. 

A list of witnesses the Commission wants to examine and the places it wants to 
visit in Taiwan is enclosed. 

Expecting an early reply and with best wishes. 


Yours 


Enclo: As stated 



Secretary 


Ms Ruchi Ghanashvam • 

Director (CNY) 

Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
South Block. 

New Delhi 1 10 001 




Fax : (03.1) 2232-2763 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Intothg Alleged Disappearance of 



Chairman • 2252-2635 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B* Block, (Third Fioor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Koikata-700087 


Secretary -2252-27 67 

Officer on 

Special Dmy -2252-2765 
Office - 2252-2766/60 


c-mail jmcinscb^caI3.vsnhnct.iH 


February 12, 2004 


NOTICE 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has been set up by the Government of 
India with the Hon’blc Mr. Justice Monoj Kumar Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the 
Supreme Court of India, as its Chairman to inquire into the facts and circumstances 
related to the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and 
subsequent developments connected therewith including the following matters 

(a) Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

(b) If he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash, as alleged; 

(c) Whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose; 

(d) Whether he lias died in any other manner at any other place and, if so, when 
and how, 

(e) If he is ali ve, in respect ofhis whereabouts. 

The materials in the possession of the Commission till now tend to make it appear 
to the Commission that evidence relevant to the points of inquiry is likely to be available 
in Taiwan, particularly Taipei. To explore the possibility of getting such evidence the 
Commission may visit Taiwan. 

Any individual, group of persons, associations, institutions or organisations 
acquainted with or having knowledge, directly or indirectly, ‘of the facts and 
circumstances relating to the aforesaid matters referred to the Commission for Inquiry 
and having interest in the proceedings before the Commission or wishing to assist the 
Commission in making the inquiry’ into the matters as mentioned above may contact the 
Commission direct at the postal address. Fax No. and e-mail address of the Commission 
given above. 

By Order 




A 


i 


(P. K. Sengupta ) 
Secretary' 


I 


^ ' 
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From: heidipost <heidipost@pchome.com.tw> 

To: <jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.neUn> 

Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2004 4:39 PM 

Subject: Your ad of "Notice" 


Feb. 18. 2003 7:05 pm 

Attn: P.K. Scngupta, Secretary 



Today \vc have received your letter dated Feb. i 2, 2004 and the enclosed ad copy of "Notice”. 
Thank you very much. 

Please be informed of the follow ing: 

1. Our ad rates: US$30 per col. inch ( 4.5 cm wide, 1 inch high) in inside page. 

Wc v\ ill be glad to give you a special offer of "Buy 2 get 1 free" - for a total of 3 insertions 
you only need to pay for 2 insertions. 


Your ad approximately equals 3 col. x 7" ( 14.9 cm wide, 7 inches high) in our newspaper. 
The cost is US$661.5 per insetion total! USS1323 for 3 insertions (2 ads + 1 free ad) 


US$30 per col. inch x 3 col. x 7’’=US$630 

US$630 + 5% VAT (US$630 x 0.05=USS31.5)=US$661.5 

USS66 1.5x2 insertons =US$1323 


vX" 

' X. 


2. Payment methods: Advance payment is required from ov erseas clients: 

a. Wire transfer to our bank: 

Hua Nan Commercial Bank 

^Yuan Shan Branch (Swift No. HNBK TWTP 107) 

Account No. 107160072150 China Post 
Address: No. 112, Chung Shan North Road. Section 2 
Taipei 104, Taiwan, ROC Tel: 2561 9588 

b. Sending a check or bank draft (with a correspondent U.S. bank 
printed on the check so we can deposit it in the U S. A.) 

to: The China Post 

No. 8, Fu Shun Street 
Taipei 104, Taiwan, ROC 

c. We also accept Visa, Master and American Express credit cards. Please fill 
out the Foreign Advertising Order Form and fax (886 2 2595 7962) it 
back to me. A copy of our "Foreign Advertising Order Form" is attached 
beiow for your ready use. 


Thank you again for your interest in The China Post, Taiwan’s leading English-language newspaper 
since 1952. If you have any questions or if 1 can be of assistance in any way, please do not hesitate to 
let me know. 


Looking forward to hearing from you soon. 
Thanks and regards. 

^eidi Chen 

Overseas Advertising Director 
Tel: 886 2 2596 9971 cxl. 123 
Fax: 886 2 2595 7962 
E-mail: 
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To 


/MW'' ( 9^ / O'y ^ 

No. 1/1 201 4/1 3/2000-NCB-ll(Pt.) 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs ? 


2l 



New Delhi dated 17.2.04 

* 2 # 


The OSD, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
‘B’ Block (3 rd floor), 11 /A Mirza Ghalib Street 
Kolkatta 700087. 


Subject: Documents indicated in the letter dated 10/2/03 by Sunil 
Krishna Gupta and four others reg. 


Sir, 


I am directed to refer to your letter No.JMCI/ll/2000/542&295 dated 
17/2/03 and subsequent reminder dated 11/4/03 and MEA’s d.o.No.25/4/NGO 
VoLIX dated 28/3/03 addressed to JMCI on the subject noted above and to say 
that although Khosla Commission was constituted by this Ministry but despite 
various efforts, no exhibits/proceedings/documents indicated in the enclosed list of 
Commission’s letter dated 17/2/03 could be traced in the available 317 Hies of 
Khosla Commission. 




As regards three letters, mentioned in para 3 of the MEA’s letter referred 
to above, it is stated that file No.25/4/NGO-Vol-I as indicated by the ME A is not 
available in this Ministry. It is suggested that Sh. S.N. Singh, S.O attached to the 
JMCI may kindly be deputed to make last minute effort to trace out all these 
documents from the available records of Khosla Commission. 

Moreover, in regard to availability of proceedings of Khosla 
Commission, the Commission has already been apprised of the factual position 
vide this Ministry’s affidavit dated 27/2/01 which inter alia states “that records 
pertaining to Khosla Commission of Inquiry were made available to the 
Commission and no further records in respect of proceeding of Khosla 
Commission have become available.” 

This issues with the approval of JS(S). 


Copy to: 



**1 


A/ 


SJiKAtRA) 
DIRECTOR(S) 


Ministry of External Affairs, Ms Ruchi Ghanashyam, Director(CNV) 
with reference to their d.o.referred to above 


4 


Page 1 of 1 



Sent: Monday, February 23, 2004 9:13 AM 


Please refer to the communication reg. JMCI. As informed you over telephone we had already taken 
up the matter with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office to request them by a letter to expedite the 
information required by the Commission. FCO was reminded by me on 19.2.04. DHC also raised the issue 
with Director (FCO) during his meeting on 20.2.04. As and when the information is received the same would 
be communicated to you. 

With regards, 


Yours sincerely. 



(P.M. Meena) 


Smt. Ruchi Ghanshyam, 
Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 



3/2/2004 
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Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 

D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.X 




MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


February 24, 2004 


Dear &*> {> *5 

This is further tn 'my letters of even dumber dated 
December 12, Deyeifiber 29, 2003, January 12, 2004 and 
January 20, -2004 in response to your OM no. 

1/ 12014/3/2003-NCB dated December 3, 2003 regarding the 
publication of a Notice in leading newspapers in Singapore, 
Bangkok and Saigon, as requested by the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). 


2. Our Mission in Singapore received a telephonic response 
to the Notice from a local resident who conveyed that he had 
submitted his views and evidence to Justice G.D.Khosla in 
1971. A copy of his evidence received by fax in the Mission is 
enclosed for further appropriate action. 


Shri U.K.Kalra, 

Joint Secretary (IS), 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Room no. 143-B, North Block, 
New Delhi 


Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Cfrpy for information to 

Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry, ‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 11/ A Mirza 
Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087, alongwith a copy of the 
* above-mentioned enclosure. 


Director (CNV) 




Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol 


February 24, 2004 


Dear 




Please refer to endorseme; 


25/4/NGO-Vol.X dated Jantiaiy 12, 2004 /dnd your 

subsequent letter no. SIN/Pol/ 102/2/03 dated 22 January 
2004, regarding feedback received from Mr. Joseph C. Pereira, 
a Singapore national (of Indian Origin) who happened to see 
the Netaji-related JMCI notice while in Ho Chi Minh City in 
December 2003. Mr. Pereira had indicated that the family of 
Gerald De Cruz (who is said to have acted as the personal 
assistant to Netaji in Saigon during the period 1943 to 1945) 
might have some information of interest to the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 

2. I would appreciate if you could update us on the results 
of your enquiries made in the matter. 




Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri Ravi Bangar, 

Deputy High Commissioner, 
High Commission of India, 
Singapore 



<9 6 <9 /*/ 4 ^ 





31 Grange Road, Singapore 239702 
Tel : 62382521(DID), 67376777 


High Commission of India 


Ravi Bangar 

Acting High Commissioner 



✓ Fax: 67321416, 67326909 
A Email : ihcdhc@pacific.net.sa 


No.SIN/Pol/102/2/03 


22 January 2004 


Dear 



In response to an advertisement placed in local newspaper regarding Justice 
Mukherjee Commission on Enquiry, we received a phone-call from one Mr. Jacob 
John in the first week of January. He conveyed that he had submitted his views and 
evidence to Mr. Justice G. D. Khosla in early 70's. We requested him to fax a copy 
of evidence presented by him. The same was received and is enclosed. 

2. A close scrutiny of enclosure makes it clear that as an ex-Indian National 
Army his "evidence" is no more than a statement of faith and fails to shed any light 
on the developments being enquired into by the Commission. We have no record of 


Mission's File No.SIN/101/21/71 as mentioned in the enclosure. 



3. On the subject, regarding endorsement of your D.O.No.25/4/NGO/Vol.x dated 
12 January 2004, we will make discreet enquiries after the Chinese New Year 
Festivities are over. 




Yours sincerely 



KMART C y berCa f eF AX 


PHONE NO. : 0481 


Jan. 03 2004 04:1 



- COPY 

111 '. Juotloe a . D. Kho Bln , 

C/o. Hi/jh Ooinml onion of Imlia, 
31. (Jrango Hoad, 

BINGAPORB-q . 


21flt Onto bar, 1971. 




Dear Sir, 


SIN/IC 


tm /ow^T°^ r0Ce i’? rod ., fJ lottor tinted 13th October, 1971 Kef. No. 
i ' ~ irom tne Indian High Cqjnmiasion in Singapore, 

m ^ t0 atl;on ‘3 “h inquiry being conducted by you about 

followB- - hll ° th * r)!cin 3 the invitation, X wish to state ao 


. 2h/ ’ on as early us 1946 during- the late Pandit Nehru's visit 

to Singapore) wo gx-INa Officers hmd handed to him all documents 
materials wo had relating to Wotnji , If I .romom’bQr right, those 
documants included the ordero which Netuji had isoued to the 
Officers immadiatGly before his departure from Singapore following 
nowa of tho surrender of Japan. I, bolievo tout those documents will 
prove of benefit to your Commission provided you can retrieve them* 


I had also met lhxnditji on neveral occasions in Singapore 
and in Bandung later, during tho Bur dung Conference, and told him 
about tho need for honouring tha great leader by establishing 
Universities* Hospitals and similar other institutions in his name, 
But wo are sorry to note that nothing much baa boon done in this 
regard. On the contrary, many missions, official and unofficial, 
iave been organised to investigate the uo-oelled wyBtory ourroun- 
ding Netaji* a disappearance* 


In our view, the only person who can oey Whether or not 
Netaji died In tho piano orach ia Colonel Ilabib-ur-nehmah. Ho has 
given his version on numerous occasions and understandably refused 
to comment any more. It is possible that Netaji did not die in the 
crash, and that to cover up hit* trucks, even Ooionoi Habib, who 
v was ilia self injured, was led to believe xbut Netaji had died of 
injuries sustained in the crash* 


Tho unsolved question ia: If Netniji did not die in tho 
or a ah, whore thou did ho go ami wboro in ho now? Thin hao remained 
a mystery* But we believe that Notuji iu still alive but he chooses 
not to appear only because he ia disappointed and disgusted with 
the turn of events in India, If Indians had stuck to Notnji's ideals 
and subscribed to his political philosophy, In dia would not hove 
been dismembered and today's catastrophe in Bengal (Knot Pakistan) 
could have been averted and numorouo other fissiparous developments 
avoided* Notaji believed (and lie has boon proved correct) that 
force must be wet with force and arms, with arms* 


Before concluding, X cannot but express our admiration for 
Netaji 1 s sorvioon and sacrifices. ^Vo ire of the opinion that 
Netaji, more than any of his contemporaries dead or alive, has 
contributed most towards India f s Independence, and India should 
acknowledge her gratitude to him by sotting up suitable institu- 
tions to further propagate hio idorls and aspirations. Naming a 
few streets or parka after him is u totally niggardly and ineffec- 
tive way of paying tribute to tho greatest son of India after* Bivajt 

llopeuted enquiries about his whereabouts through conunitteeB 
and commissions - instead of taking uj> tho matter powerfully and 
eeriouely with the Governments concerned - is not edifying either 
to tho great leader or to India's prestige itself, -Vo ex-INA 
officers in this country arc still proud of the part wo have played 
under tho dynamic leodexvjhip of Nalujt and of tho fact that it 
was hio Movement that hastened not only the Freedom of Indin but 
also paved the way for tho freedom of rmny othgr Asian countries. 

Oont d * 2 , 


FROM KMP.RTCyberCaf eFRX 


PHONE NO. : 572150 0481 


Jan. 03 2004 04:16PM P2 


A 


21/10/1971. 


Mr. Justice G.D.Khosla, 

O/o. High Commission of India, 
Sin i 2apore~9 . 


/ 

oral evidence 


Mr. Jacob described . Nota ji as a great and moat dynamio 
leader who was above all communal and religious differences. He 
said Notaji looked upon India an ono and indi viol ble ‘and had 
often said that ten or twenty million Indian lives would not be 
too high a price for achieving a free, and united India. 


Mr.Jaoob also told the Commission that the Allies Supreme 
Commander Lord Mountbat'ten had in a broadcast from his then 
Headquarters in Ceylon wanted Netaji to surrender together with 
the Jajianese in Singapore. But Netaji ~ e"i‘u s o d to" do so and 
preferred instead to go to Japan, £ Buying he would meet the <■ 

Allies in Sokyo. |7 y , * 


, ,’SJsS? T^fr-V- -g- " - 

^V«V*V kry.vJaoob also discounted the story of the air crash 
[. N’etaji' , ‘3' alleged death. Even Colonel Uabib-ur-Rahman, Net 

Vi CT+* 4* V* b \ n 4- rt PI >P w4 « t-. PI >.1 "> Li t „ ^ ~ - _ .3 y.. X. X 






1 moat trusted friend and colleague, had 
anything on the subject. This together 


and 

ta ji 1 s 

preferred not to say 

„ v w with the faot that Colonel 

Habib was not present at Netaji's alleged funeral could indicate 
only one thing- namely, that Hctaji had wanted him not to say 
anything. Under. the circumstances, it was quite possiole Netaji 
waa, not at. all on the piano which w«e nupposed to huve crashed, 
Qnd that tho alleged cremation and ashes were all faked to 
cbver tip' his escape. If Netaji could have escaped from the 
watchful eyes’ of ’ the - British in India, then it must be child's 
play for him to escape from others, said Mr. Jacob. 

V/o shall be thankful to you if you could kindly convey 
to your Government our above thoughts and feelings on our 
great and revered Leader, Netaji, and our. conviction that since 
we have no conclusive proof of his death, we regard that he is 
still alive. 




Clip). D t. Jbhp Jacob (f.NA) 
PH,D (UIA), 

M.I.S.M.r MIntft CM (Undfift) 


fin 


Dear MR. Khosla, 

Will 9*ad y»u m*r# rtporie lfcttJ 
r f girds 


best 


(sd. ) John Jacob, > 
President , 

spore Indian Congress, 
o i ngaporo. 

( wk-ot rioor, 
t ir.H on Nnllimnl. Army). 


HKD" 
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By Reqd.Post with a/d. 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 




Phone: 


For Inquiry ?nto the Alleged Disappearance of 


Chairman — 252-2835 

.Secretary - 252-2767 

Officer on 


Neta.ii Subhas Chandra Bose. 

"B* Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


Special Duty — 252-2765 
Office - 252-2766/60 


lax :Wm- OJ3-252-2765 


e-mail ; j mei nsch/Tiica I . .1 . vsnl . nci . i n 


No. JMCi^j V Qrsea8-Witnes8er»/2000— 01/ K< :uary'04. 



70(11) /445 


From t Shr i M.Roy, IAS (Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 


To i Shri Umesh Kalra 


Director ( s) , 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, 

North Block, 

New Delhi - 110001. 


Sub j Publication of a Notice of the Commission 

in English and local language at Singapore, 
Bangkok & Saigon. 



I am directed to refer to your letter Hot .1/12014/ 
3/2003-HCB dated 11-2-2004 andi^even number dated 19-1-2004 




published in * . r. Bangkok and Saigon (Vietnam) 

respectively , received through Ministry of External Affairs 
ana to request you to kindly let the Commission know 


about other responses, if any, received subsequently 



Yours f aithfuJLly , 


ifuJLly 

S/ 


W- — \ 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 


r 



go fjyHUp 


By Reqd .Post with a/D. 

No. JMCI/Over seas-»»*itnesses/2000-0l/70( ii) /446( 1) Dt.18.0 
Copy forwarded for information and necessary actio 


Ms. Ruchi Ghanshyam, Director (CNV) , Ministry of 


External Affairs, Government of India, South Bl 




New Delhi - 110001 



( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 





KU A/P/163/0 1//03 


Ms. Yatimah Rimun, 
Arkib Negara Malaysia, 
Jalan Duta, 

50568, Kuala Lumpur 


Fax 6201 5679 





Subject: Information on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

3)ej*h M-2 . yofi'rrv^k Rv<n->u* ^ 

We would like to draw your kind attention to your letter No. ANM.27/1 Jld. 
21(33) dated 30 August 2003 and our letter No. KUA/P/ 163/0 1/03 dated 12 
December 2003 on the above subject. 


V, 




You have stated in your above-cited letter that any information available on 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose would be conveyed to the High Commission of India 
in future. We would be grateful if you could inform us of the latest position on the 
matter. Even if no information is available till date, please intimate us the same. 


Wt'K 





(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) 


Address : No. 2, Jalan Taman Duta, Off Jalan Duta, 50480 Kuala Lumpur 
Post Box No. 1 0059, 50740 Kuala Lumpur. Telegraphic Address : HICOMIND 
Telephone : 603 - 2093 3510 Telex No : MA 30317 Fax ; 603 * 2093 3507, 603- 2092 5826 
E-mail : High Commissioner : highcomm@po.jaring.my 
E-mail : Dy. High Commissioner : dhc002@po.jaring.my / Defence Adviser : dahcikl@po.janng.my 
First Secretary (Consular) : fsch@po.jaring.my / First Secretary & HOC : hoc@po.jaring.my 
WEBSITE : www. indianhighcommission.com. my 


/ 


fh 






Copy to: 


Smt. Ruchi Ghanashyam, Director (CNV), Ministry of ExtemapAffairs, New 
Delhi: Kindly note in response to your DO letter^ No. 25/4/NpO-Vol.X dated 12 
November, 2003, we forwarded a letter to National Archives Malaysia (Arkib 
Negara Malaysia) on 12 th December 2003. We have again forwarded a reminder 
now on receipt of your letter dated January 13, 2004. 





(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) 


N. 






Pradyot Kumar Sengupta , 

(Former Principal Secretary 
to the Government of West Bengal, Judicial Department) 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Appointed by the Govt, of 
India, Ministry of Home Affairs 
B’ Block (3 rd floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 

/ 

D.O. No. JMCI/Taiwan/2003-2004/8 


Dear Ms Ghanashyam, 


Fax : 033-2252-2765 
e-mail : 

jmcinscb@cal3 .vsnl.net. in 




° .January 22,2004 


U 1 O- 


SlM> /if? 


Please refer to your d.o. letter no. 25/4/NGO/Volume X dated 25. .11.03. Inviting 
your attention to the last sentence of para 3 of your above-quoted d.o. letter, I am 
directed to say that no further communication in the matter has been received from your 
end inspite of a reminder dated 8.1.04 (vide letter no. JMCI/CPDC/2002/86/394"dated 
8.1.04). 


It is not yet known to the Commission whether you have been able to get any 
assistance of any agency/organisation for obtaining the documents asked for by the 
Commission. 


For its intended visit to Taiwan, the Commission needs your assistance not only 
for obtaining the requisite documents but also for contacting the witnesses it wants to 
examine at Taipei. The Commission also needs assistance for identifying the relevant 
places the Commission wants to visit for the purposes of the inquiry. 


As the time is fast running out, the Commission is also seeking assistance of 
private individuals/agencies/organisations to supplement your endeavours in the matter. 
As was done by the Khosla Commission, the Commission is writing letters of request to 
the Editors of three news papers of Taiwan for publishing a notice about the proposed 
visit of the Commission and its objects. The names and addresses of the news papers 
have been obtained from a file of the Khosla Commission recently received from the 
Govt, of India. To be precise, the Commission is trying to follow the same procedure 
which was followed by the Khosla Commission for achieving the objects of the proposed 
visit of the Commission to Taiwan. 


I am directed to request you again to ensure that the Commission may have 
access to all relevant documents about the alleged plane crash and the resultant alleged 
death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in Taiwan. I am further directed to request you 
again to extend all possible help and assistance to the Commission so that it may get, 


without any further delay, information about some places relevant to the points of 
inquiry which have already been communicated to you and the present whereabouts of 
the relevant witnesses, if any, available at Taipei. 

A list of witnesses the Commission wants to examine and the places it wants to 
visit in Taiwan is enclosed. 


Expecting an early reply and with best wishes, 



Enclo: As stated 


Secretary 


Ms Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
South Block, 

New Delhi 110 001 


List of witnesses and places in Taipei 


1. Mr. Tao Yung, M.P., 

Chairman, India Free China Friendship 
Committee anu Convener of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of Legislative Yuan 
(Parliament) . 

2. Mr. Liu Tsung Han 
Vice Chairman 
Overseas Chinese Affairs 
Commission of the Government 

of Republic China. V/ as in Calcutta Consul-General. 

3. Mr. Lu Kuo Hwa, M.P. Off 

From Manchuria Res 

Manager , 

Taiwan Fruits Production and Exportation 
Joint Committee, Fourth Floor, 

79 Section-2, 

Chung Shan North Road, 

( TAIPEI) TAIWAN. has visited India. 

4. Mrs. C.C. Huang, 

Wife of the Ex-Mayor of Taipei, who died recently 
C/o Ambassador Hotel, 

TAIPEI (TAIWAN) 

5 . Pr of . Wu Chen Tsai, 

Director of Information and Cultural Affairs of K.M.T. 
7-Lin Shin North Road, 

TAIPEI (TAIWAN) off 

Res 


6. Mackay Hospital, 

Chung Shan North Road, 

OPP . Ambassador Hostel, 

TAIPEI ( TAIWAN ) 

7. Air Port Accidents Record. 

8. Taiwan Newspapers and their old files 
TAIPEI (TAIWAN) 

9 . %j 


333467 

911242 


519795 

543926 


323292 

783074 


Q^- 2-i 0 : 1 4 : 59 ! INDI A-TAI PEI ASSOCIATION /s /j?, (v/fTT,/ ’ 886 ~ 2 ~ 2 7 57 6 1 1 7 \ # 1/ 8 

INDIA-TAIPEI AS S OC I ATI6n ? ' / / (Wy 
£p a - t 

SUITE 2010, TWTC INTERNATIONAL TRADE BUILDING, No. 333, KEELUNG RD. SEC 1, TAIPEI TAIWAN 

fc 4t ?|S £» K — 8*333 * 2010 $( 

Tel: 886-2-7576112/3 Fax; 886-2-7576117 9 PfMSES I** T ° T pn ~ 

e-mail: ira@rnst,4lnet.ne! ^ j g 


No.Tai/Pol/ 1 /2004 


FAX MESSAGE / URGENT 


Ajjgegd Pfeappcttwmcc of N« 



Chandra 


10 February 2004 


Enquiries regarding 


Dear ^ItAuior t 

Please refer to your D.O.No. 25/4/NGO/Vol 



November 


2003. 


The attention of the concerned "authorities” in Taiwan has been 
drawn to the specific requests for original documents relating to the above 
subject matter, made by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to 
the Mayor of the Taipei City Government vide letter No. 
JMIC/CPDC/2002/86/289 dated October 17, 2003. The authorities, 
having examined these requests in consultation with the Taipei City 
Government and other agencies, have orally informed us of the following: 

(1) The three original documents sought by the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry in connection with the ongoing inquiry, namely the f 
Record of the Cremation Permits issued during the period 18-22 August 
1945, the application for Cremation Permit allegedly filed by Dr. Taneyashi 
Yashimi or some other authority for alleged cremation of Subhas Chandra 
Bose and / or Ichiro Okiro, and the original Death Certificate issued in the 
name of Subhas Chandra Bose and / or Ichiro Okiro, are NOT repeat NOT 
available with Taiwanese authorities. 

(2) The Taiwanese authorities have provided us photo-copies of two 
documents: 

(a) A Chronological Record of Japanese A gg ression in China that 
is available with the "Ministry of National Defence", which contains a 
chronology of its major events. Page 531 of the said record contains the 
following sentence: " Chandra Bose died as a result of injuries sustained in 
an airplane accident at Taipei Airport." (free translation from Chinese text). 

This is the solg reference to Subhas Chandra Bose in that military record. 

No other reference can be found in that record. A copy of the document 
given to us (relevant portion tick -marked and side-lined) is at Annexure I. 

(b) A letter written by the Taipei City Government to the "Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs" dated 22 April 1966 (22 April in the 55 th Year of the 
Republic of China) conveying the depositions of two employees at the 


04 ~ 2-1 3 . 1 4 . 05 


, daa-2-2rt>To i it 


— # “2/ & 


/~v 


, I N D I A-TA I r C I ASSOCIATION 

fj<,a/»y 



J.S. (EA)’s OFFldfi 

DY. NO S\$ ... - ^ 

( -"i—'. . r - 


A|9 


crematorium on reports about the alleged cremation of Subhas Chandra 

Rn.«M» iss mentioned.. A copy of the handwritten letter from the Taipei City 

Government along with a free translation in English is enclosed at 
Annexure II. 


(3) Taiwanese authorities have informed us that they are not in the 
possession of other documentation relating to the alleged death of Subhas 
Chandra Bose in Taipei on or around 18 August 1945. Taiwanese 
authorities also say that Taiwan was under Japanese occupation at the 
time. 

I also refer you to earlier messages sent by the Deputy Director 
General of this Association on 20 August 2002 and 9 September 2002 
relating to inquiries made by this Association with local authorities on 
eye-witnesses and places connected to the alleged disappearance of 
Subhas Chandra Bose. The information contained therein is also relevant 
to the matter, and you may wish to draw the attention of the Justice 
Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry to the information contained therein, as 
appropriate. 

v4%.rW*», 

Yours sincerely 

(Vijay Gokhale) 
Director General 

Sint. Ruchi Ghanshyam, 

Director, 

Ministry of External Affairs 

Copy: Director General, ITA Council, New Delhi 
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Free Translation 


s # 


Letter from Bureau of Health 
Receiver: Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Date: April 22, 1966 (April 22 in 55 th year of the Republic of Chinese) 
Reference No.: (55) Taipei Wei An Zhi No. 042 
Classification: secret 


1. Reference no. 06095/ Asian Pacific 3, MOFA 

2. Regarding a disputed case of former Indian Congress leader Bose who is 
missing. The investigation report states as follows; 

(A) Lee Jin Kuei and Chen Zhi Zhe (Tanchi Chi) employees of Taipei 
crematorium, are still alive and are still working in Bureau of Health. 

According to Lee Jin Kuei, he worked in the office at the time and 
handled the procedures for permission, and not at the crematorium. 
Therefore, he does not know the facts of this case. According to Chen 
Zhi Zhe, on that day, Bose's adjutant (Indian) and some Japanese 
were at the crematorium. They had been opened the coffin to conduct 
a post-mortem. (According to Chen Zhi Zhe, the coffin was very thick 
and loaded with lime. Bose’s body was wrapped in a white cloth. 
However, the head was uncovered and he could see the eyes, nose and 
mouth were very seriously burnt. Japanese wanted to send Bose’s 
coffin back to Japan. However, the size of the coffin was too big, the 
airplane could not hold the coffin, therefore the body was cremated.) 
Bose's bone ash was sent back to Japan with his adjutant (reportedly 
there were 4 Indians). Bose’s Japanese name was “5??^ — S[3”. 

(B) The cremators were Lin Shui Mu and Zhu Sheng, who have since 
passed away. In the system there is no such position as Director of the 
crematorium. According to the data with MOFA, the Director of 
crematorium may have been Chu Tsung, who might be also one of the 
cremators Zhu Sheng. 

© Regarding what the former Director of the Bureau of Health, Taipei, 
Kao Chuan Yuan reportedly told Harin Shan that Japanese 
deliberately killed Bose by crash landing on purpose, it is stated that 
Kao Chuan Yuan took up the post on Nov. 1, 1945. And on Aug. 18, 
Taiwan was still governed by Japanese. He did not know the situation 
and did not make any such statement to the above- mentioned Indian 
journalist. 


3. Please note. 

4. The copy has been sent to Taipei City Government, Dept. Security. 


Lee Tie Yuan 
Director 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Phone: 

For toousRV Into the Alleged of Chatmum 

Neta.u Slum as Ciiandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


- 252-2835 

- 252-2 76 f 


Secretary 
Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office ~ 252 - 2766/68 


fax : 0091 - 033 - 252-2765 


NO. JMCI/CPDC/200 2/86/394. 



e-mail : imcin.<cb<AcaI. 3 .vsttl.nelJil 


dated, 8th January' 04. 


From : Shri M. Roy, IAS(Retd.) ( 
Officer on Special Duty 
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\Th, 


Ms. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 

Director (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Govt, of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 



Madam, 

I am directed to ref^'to your d.o. letter 
bearing No.25/4/NGO/Vol .^"dated 25.11.2003, from 
which it transpires that you are considering 
alternative options for seeking the assistance of 
other agencies/organisations for obtaining the 
requisite documents identified by us in our letter 
no. 289 dated 17.10.03 to the Mayor of Taipei. 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to 
kindly send a progress report in the matter as also 
to make available to the Commission as early as 
possible all the documents, as mentioned in the 
said letter dated 17.10.03 addressed to the Mayor 
of Taipei. 


Yours faithfully, 

— \j 

( M . Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 
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FAX MESSAGE / URGENT 



Ifo.Tai/Pol/ 1/2004 


10 February 2004 


Alleged Disappearance of Hetall Subhas Chandra Borne - Knqniriw regarding 

OcarD— «*', CviAl • ^ £ 

Please refer to your D.O.No. 25/4/NGO/Vdk^ dated 25 November 

2003 


The attention of the concerned "authorities" in Taiwan has been 
drawn to the specific requests for original documents relating to the above 
subject matter, made by the Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry to 
the Mayor of the Taipei City Government vide letter No. 
JMJC/CPDC/2002/86/289 dated October 17, 2003. The authorities, 
having examined these requests in consultation with the Taipei City 
Government and other agencies, have orally informed us of the following: 


(1) The three original documents sought by the Justice Mukberjee 
Commission of Inquiry in connection with the ongoing inquiry, namely the 
Record of the Cremation Permits issued during the period 18-22 August 
1945, the application for Cremation Permit allegedly filed by Dr. Taneyashi 
Yashimi or some other authority for alleged cremation of Subhas Chandra 
Bose and / or Ichiro Okiro, and the original Death Certificate issued in the 
name of Subhas Chandra Bose and / or Ichiro Okiro, are WOT repeat WOT 
available with Taiwanese authorities. 


(2) The Taiwanese authorities have provided us photo-copies of two 
documents: 

(a) A Chronological Record of Japanese Aggression in China that 
is available with the "Ministry of National Defence”, which contains a 
chronology of its major events. Page 531 of the said record contains the 
following sentence: "Chandra Bose died as a result of injuries sustained in 
an airplane accident at Taipei Airport " (free translation from Chinese text). 
This is the sole reference to Subhas Chandra Bose in that military record. 
No other reference earn be found in that record. A copy of the document 
given to us (relevant portion tick -marked and side-lined) is at Annexure I. 

(b) A letter written by the Taipei City Government to the "Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs” dated 22 April 1966 (22 April in the 55 lh Year of the 
Republic of China) conveying the depositions of two employees at the 
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crematorium on reports about the alleged cremation of Subhas Chandra 
Bose is mentioned. A copy of the handwritten letter from the Taipei City 
Government along with a free translation in English is enclosed at 
Annexure II 

(3) Taiwanese authorities have informed us that they are not in the 
possession of other documentation relating to the alleged death of Subhas 
Chandra Bose in Taipei on or around 18 August 1945. Taiwanese 
authorities also say that Taiwan was under Japanese occupation at the 
time. 


I also refer you to earlier messages sent by the Deputy Director 
General of this Association on 20 August 2002 and 9 September 2002 
relating to inquiries made by this Association with local authorities on 
eye-witnesses and places connected to the alleged disappearance of 
Subhas Chandra Bose. The information contained therein is also relevant 
to the matter, and you may wish to draw the attention of the Justice 
Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry to the information contained therein, as 
appropriate 

Yours sincerely 




(Vy ay Gokhale) 
Director General 


Smt. Ruchi Ghanshyam, 

Director, 

Ministry of External Affairs 

Copy: Director General, ITA Council, New Delhi 
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Free Translation 


Letter from Bureau of Health 
Receiver: Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Date: April 22, 1966 (April 22 in 55 th year of the Republic of Chinese) 
Reference No.: (55) Taipei Wei An Zhi No. 042 
Classification secret 


1. Reference no. 06095/ Asian Pacific 3, MOFA 

2. Regarding a disputed case of former Indian Congress leader Bose who is 
missing. The investigation report states as follows; 

(A) Lee Jin Kuei and Chen Zhi Zhe (Tanchi Chi) employees of Taipei 

crematorium, are still alive and are still working in Bureau of Health. 
According to Lee Jin Kuei, he worked in the office at the time and 
handled the procedures for permission, and not at the crematorium. 
Therefore, he does not know the facts of this case. According to Chen 
Zhi Zhe, on that day, Bose's adjutant (Indian) and some Japanese 
were at the crematorium. They had been opened the coffin to conduct 
a post-mortem. (According to Chen Zhi Zhe, the coffin was very thick 
and loaded with lime. Bose’s body was wrapped in a white cloth. 
However, the head was uncovered and he could see the eyes, nose and 
mouth were very seriously burnt. Japanese wanted to send Bose’s 
coffin back to Japan. However, the size of the coffin was too big, the 
airplane could not hold the coffin, therefore the body was cremated ) 
Bose’s bone ash was sent back to Japan with his adjutant (reportedly 
there were 4 Indians). Bose’s Japanese name was — 615” 

(B) The cremators were Lin Shui Mu and Zhu Sheng, who have since 
passed away. In the system there is no such position as Director of the 
crematorium. According to the data with MOFA, the Director of 
crematorium may have been Chu Tsung, who might be also one of the 
cremators Zhu Sheng. 

© Regarding what the former Director of the Bureau of Health, Taipei, 
Kao Chuan Yuan reportedly told Harin Shan that Japanese 
deliberately killed Bose by crash landing on purpose, it is stated that 
Kao Chuan Yuan took up the post on Nov. 1, 1945. And on Aug. 18, 
Taiwan was still governed by Japanese He did not know the situation 
and did not make any such statement to the above- mentioned Indian 
journalist. 


3 Please note 

4 The copy has been sent to Taipei City Government, Dept. Security. 


Lee Tie Yuan 
Director 
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No.Tai/Pol/ 1/2004 




2 February 2004 


JMCI - Request for original documents in respect of the alleged 
death of Subhas Chandra Bose in Taipei 




Dear 


I am writing in connection with your D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/Vol 
X dated 25 November 2003 regarding the above subject. 

2. Local authorities are still enquiring into the availability of the 
documents which have been sought by JMCI. They have been 
reminded to expedite their response. We have been recently informed, 
following a telephone enquiry, that a response can be expected by 
mid-February. 

3. Since we only have a monhly bag service (the next bag will be 
in early March 2004), I will inform you about the Taiwanese response 
over the fax. Please let me know if this is acceptable. 




Yours sincerely 

(Vijay Gokhale) 
Director General 


Smt. Ruchi Ghanshyam, 
Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Ph«nc; 

For Inquiry Intothe Alleged Disappearance of chairman 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. -2252-2757 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) ^ZlZy - 2252-2765 

1 1 /A Mil za Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 office - 2252-2/ee/sa 


Fax : 033-2252-2765 

NO. JMC1/STAT.REPT./99-2000/33A (11)/ 433(7) 

From : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 


n 





February 09, 2004 


To 1. The Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, North Block, New Delhi- 1 1000 1. 

2. The Secretary, 

Ministry of Defence (History Division), 

Government of India West 3lock -3, Wing-I, R K.Purani, New bed 1006.6. 

3. The Secretary 1 , 

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, Government oflndia, 

Akashbani Bhavan, Parliament Street, New Delhi-1 10001. 

4. The Secretary 7 , 

Prime Minister’s Office, Government oflndia. 

South Block, New Delhi-1 10001. 


The Secretary', 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government oflndia. South Block, New Delhi- 1 10001. 


6. The Secretary, 

Cabinet Secretariat, Government oflndia, 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi- 1 10004. 

re Director, 

Intelligence Bureau, Government oflndia. 

Ministry ofHome Affairs, North Block, New Delhi-110001. 

Subject : Status Report from 01.01.2004 to 31.01.2004. 

Ref : Your Office letter No. 1/ 1 20 ! 4/1/2000 JS(D. Ill) dated 07 02.2000 





I 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

l-oi Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghaiib Street, Kolkata-700087 



STATUS REPOR T 
(From 01.01.2004 to 3 1.01.2004) 

1. This Status Report is in continuation of the Status Report for the period from 
01.12.2003 to 31.12.2003. forwarded earlier by the Commission to the Secretaries, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, Prime Minister’s Office, 
Cabinet Secretariat, Ministry of Defence (History Division), Ministry of information 
and Broadcasting, as also to the Director, Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, 
for favour of taking necessary action at their ends (in respect of such of the matters 
in the Status Report as may be applicable to them). 


A notice has been sent to each of the deponents and other parties concerned 
regarding the next hearing of the Commission on February 5, 2004 and, if need be, 
on February 6, 2004 as well in the Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, Kolkata and 
summons have been issued to five witnesses for their examination/ further 
examination during the hearing. 





The photocopies of the three documents called for from the National Archives ot the 
Government of the U.K.as indicated in para 3(c) of the Status Report as on 
24.1 1.2003 (forenoon), have since been received. Those documents seem to indicate 
that an investigation was made under the orders of the Governor of Taiwan in 1956 
into the alleged death of Subhas Chandra Bose, leader of the Indian National Army, 
in Formosa. 


4 With Commission’s letter No. JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/375 dated 
December 26, 2003 addressed to the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry 7 of Externa! 
Affairs, Government of India, a copy of the official paper bearing No. 5190, which 


llMlA 



PorV^^ 

^ T^ £/ 

CK Ibl^fb 1 ! 


s 


6 


(jjl^ 

Ri ri^tU " j 

&kySJ>y*i if 

\v* ^.U i 

fAfrr C £v ^ ' 


is an extract from a note of discussion between Lord Wavell, the Secretary of State, 
and R. Arthur Henderson held on 27 th August, as collected from the U.K in course 
of the visit of the Commission to London, has been sent to the said Joint Secretary 
with the request to kindly let the Commission know as expeditiously as possible, the 
result of the inquiry initiated by the Viceroy as mentioned in the aforesaid document 
bearing No. 5 190. Their response is awaited. 

By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/33 1 dated November 
12, 2003, the attention of the Joint Secretary' (CNV) has been drawn to the d.o. letter 
No.25/4/NGO/Vol.X dated 13.10.2003 of the Director (CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India , and he has been requested to kindly let the 
Commission know immediately the present position of the other pending matters 
mentioned in the d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol(IX) dated 27.06.2003 of the Ministry 
as also to send a complete list of all the archives of the Russian Federation. The*>v^ 
reports called for are still awaited. 


By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/CPDC/2002/86/394 dated January 8, 2004 
addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 
her attention has been drawn to her d.o. letter bearing No.25/4/NGO/Vol.X dated 
25. 1 1.2003 and she has been requested to kindly send to the Commission a progress 
report in the matter of their exploring alternative options for seeking the assistance 
of other agencies/organizations for obtaining the requisite documents concerning the 
alleged air crash at Taihoku on August 18, 1945 and the alleged consequent death of 
Netaji and she has also been requested to make available to the Commission as j 
early as possible all the relevant documents in the matter. 


L £ ^ 1 


Present whereabouts of all the relevant witnesses examined earlier outside India as 
also of those mentioned anew, reportedly living abroad, are yet to be collected and 
the reports regarding availability/non-availability of the relevant documents are yet 
to be obtained/collected from most of the foreign countries concerned by the 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, to make them available to the 
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Commission on receipt of which the Commission might be required to draw up 
programmes for its visit to the relevant foreign countries for examination of 
witnesses and documents available there as also for inspection of important relevant 
sites in those countries. 
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As far back as on September 05, 2003 the Commission along with its letter No. 

JM C I/EO/2002-03/83( IIl)/245, addressed to the Secretary', Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, has sent a copy of the news -item captioned, 

“Government to authenticate on Netaji’s ashes by DNA test” published in the Delhi 
edition of ‘The Statesman’ on Saturday, October 28, 1995 and has requested him to 
let the Commission know what has actually happened with regard to the reported 
decision of the Government of India to opt for DNA test of the alleged ashes of 
Netaji by forming a Committee consisting of DNA experts, CBI officials, etc. as 
reported in the said news- item and has also been requested to make available to the 
Commission the services of CDFD, Hyderabad, a competent Member of the CBI 
and the DNA experts, viz.. Dr. Michalle Holland of the USA and Dr. Kevin Salevan 
of the UK as mentioned in the said news-item so that the Commission may with 
their help and assistance get the DNA tests of the alleged ashes of Netaji done 
without any further avoidable delay. A copy of the said letter has also been 
endorsed to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. Unfortunately, P/ . • [ 

their response is still awaited. 


By Commission’s letter No. JMCI/1 1/ 2000/295 dated 20.10.2 003 addressed to the 
Director, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, it has been pointed out 
that the report of the Ministry of Home Affairs sent to the Commission under their 
No.I/12014/13/2000-NCB dated 19/24.09.2003 does not state specifically as to 
whether the documents called for by Commission’s letter No. JMCI/1 1/2000/542 
dated February 17, 2003 are in existence or not. It has also been stated in the said 
letter dated 20.10.2003 of the Commission that if the said documents are in 
existence, the reason for which those have not yet been sent to the Commission in 




spite of repeated reminders may also be intimated to the Commission immediately. 
The response of the Ministry of Home Affairs is still awaited. 
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10. (a) By Commission’s d.o. letter No.JMCI/Overseas/Witness/2002- 

03/70(1 1)/30 1 dated October 29, 2003 addressed to the Director (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, the receipt of her d.o. 
No.24/4/NGO/Vol.X dated October 13, 2003, which is professed to be in 
reply to the Commission’s letter dated April 1, 2003, has been 
acknowledged and it has been pointed out therein that neither her said 
d.o. letter dated October 13, 2003 nor its enclosure in English speaks 
about the fate of the two letters of the Commission addressed to Prof. E.N. 
Komorov of Moscow Academy of Sciences, and Prof Y.V. Pechenko of 
St. Petersburg University which were enclosed with the Commission’s 
said letter dated April 1, 2003 for causing delivery, that her said d.o. 
letter dated October 13, 2003 is also silent about the outcome of the 
request of the Commission to approach the Government of Russia for 
access of the Commission to the Archives of KGB (FSB) as also about 
outcome of the communication of the Indian Mission in Moscow to the 
witnesses mentioned in the list of the Commission sent to the Ministry of 
External Affairs with its aforesaid letter dated April 1, 2003 
Ministry' of External Affairs has been further requested in that letter to let 
the Commission know the result of the requests made in paras 1,2 and 3 
of its said letter dated April 1, 2003. Their reply is still awaited. 
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/ (b) The reports regarding availability of relevant documents in all the % 
remaining Archivesof the Russian Federation including the KGB Archives * 


are still awaited. 
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The report of the Indian Consulate of St. Petersburg [as intended to be sent 
ter to the Commission in para 4 of the d.o. letter No.24/4/NGO- 
. ■ r. - /ol.IX(II) dated June 11, 2003 of the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry' of 
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External Affairs. Government of India, addressed to the Secretary of the 

Commission] is yet to be received by the Commission in spite of several 

- 

reminders to the said Ministry. 


I By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/323 dated November 
06, 2003 addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government 




of India, her attention has been drawn to the second para of the letter dated 30.08.03 




W / f “ 
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of the National Archives of Malayasia enclosed to her d.o. letter dated 12.09.2003 
wherein it is stated, inter alia, : “Should vve chance upon any information on him 
(Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose) in future, we will certainly write to you again” and 
Director (CNV) has been requested to kindly pursue the matter with the National 
chives of Malayasia closely and keep the Commission informed of the outcome in 
time. Further development is still awaited. 
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12. The report of the second handwriting expert regarding comparison of the 
handwritings allegedly of ‘Gumnami Baba’ of Faizabad with admitted specimen 
handwritings of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has been received by the Commission 
on July 23, 2003. The specimen handwritings of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and the 
first bunch of documents containing a number of questioned handwritings allegedly 
of ‘Gumnami Baba’ of Faizabad have been made over to the third handwriting expert 
on August 28, 2003 for necessaiy comparison of those two sets of handwritings. 
Further development in the matter is still awaited. 
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13. By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70(II)/288 dated 
16.10.03 addressed to Shri Vijoy Gokhale, Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India, his attention has been drawn to the copy of 
the enclosure captioned, “Directive to the Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers” bearing dated August 14, 1945 forwarded with his d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO- 
Vol.IX dated May 7, 2003 and he has been requested to kindly obtain through the 
Indian Mission in the USA authenticated copies of the (1) Proclamation, and (2) 



Instrument of Surrender which appear to have been enclosed to the original copy of 

' 
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the aforesaid directive bearing dated 14.08.1945. The docum ents called for a re yet to 

1 

be recei 



14. By Commission's letter No. JMCl/Meeting-Proceedings/(Follovv-Up)/99- 
2000/48(V)/322 dated November 5, 2003 addressed to Shri Umesh Kalra, Director 
(IS) . Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India in response to the factual 
position regarding para 5 as indicated in Shri Kalra’s letter No. 1/120 1 4/ 1 3/2000-1S- V 
(NCB)/Vol.V dated 31.10.03, it has been pointed out that the 317 files of Khosla 
Commission mentioned therein do not contain either the original or authenticated 
true copies of the documents produced before the Khosla Commission and marked as 
exhibits or the proceedings of the said Commission and that the bound volumes of 
unsigned and uncertified copies of the depositions of the witnesses before the said 
Commission (as received by us) appear to contain only some parts of its proceedings. 
The documents called for by the Commission by its letters dated 17.02.03 and 
1 1 .04.03 as referred to in the said para 5 are yet to be received. 



15. From the copy of the d.o. letter No.25/4/NGOA’ol.X dated January 12, 2004 of the 
Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, addressed to the 
Joint Secretary' (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, endorsed to 
this Commission, it appears that all the three Notices sent by the Commission to the 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, with the request for their 
publication in leading English and local languages newspapers in Singapore, 
Bangkok, and Saigon have since been complied with and that the Indian Mission in 
Singapore is being requested by the Ministry of External Affairs to make inquiries 
with regard to the feed back received from one Mr Joseph C. Pereira, a Singapore 
National of Indian Origin, by the Embassy of India, Hanoi. Mr. Pereira has furnished 
some particulars of the son and daughter of Mr. Gerald De Caiz who might have 
some relevant information. Mr. Pereira is also being requested to send a copy of the 
book titled, “Kojaka Rebels” which was allegedly published by a Singaporean 
Publisher and to furnish the addresses of the said son and daughter of Mr. Cruz. 
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Steps are being taken for publication of similar notice/news in leading newspapers in 
Taiwan about the proposed visit of the Commission to Taipei. 

16. The Commission by its letter ^o.JMCI/Overseas/VVitnesses/2002-03/70(ll)/188 dated 
August 05, 2003 has requested the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India 
to send particulars of some suitable willing Indian scholars or students of Post- 
Graduate class in the U.S.A. indicating / suggesting the rate of remuneration, if any, 
acceptable to them unless they would agree to do the same archival research, free of 
remuneration for academic interest or for their love and respect of Netaji. Further 
development in the mat ter ic cti H- nw aited 



3 7. The blood samples of Smt. Tripti Nag, daughter of one of Netaji’s elder sisters and 
Shri Nirupam Som, one of Netaji’s elder sisters’ daughter’s son, have recently been 
collected and made over to the Central Forensic Science Laboratory, Kolkata. 
Besides, the specimen teeth allegedly of one Gumnai Baba of Faizabad, and the blood 
samples of Shri Sadhan Kar, one of Netaji’s elder sisters’ daughter’s son, Shri 
Subrata Bose, son of Netaji’s elder brother Late Sarat Chandra Bose and Shri Dwarka 
Nath Bose, son of Netaji’s elder brother Late Sunil Chandra Bose, had earlier been 
made over to the CFSL, Kolkata. By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/EO/2002- 
2003/83 (III )/3 71 dated December 22, 2003 the Director, CFSL, Kolkata have been 
requested for D.N.A. profiling tests to fix the identity of the person to whom the said 
teeth belonged. The report of the Director, CFSL, Kolkata, is awaited. 

18. In reply to the d o. letters No JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83/444 dated December 5, 2002 
and No.JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83(III)/420 dated January 20, 2004 of the Secretary of 
the Commission, both addressed to the Director, Center for DNA Fingerprinting and 
Diagonistics, Hyderabad, seeking the latter’s valued opinion on his study of the report 
of the Indian Embassy in Japan regarding the contents of the caskets kept in the 
Renkoji temple in Japan, the Director has informed : “CDFD is not competent to 
provide help in anthropological evaluation and necessary photographing of the mortal 
* remains (allegedly of Netaji) once the same has been identified, we centainly 
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would be in a position to provide the D.N.A. testing including the mitochrondiaft 
D.N.A. examination " 

19. In Commission's letter No.JMCl/Meeting-Proceedings (Follow Up)/99- 

2000/48(V)/376 dated December 26, 2003 addressed to the Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Government of India, it has been pointed out inter alia that the 
documents mentioned in para 2(iii), 2(v), and 2(vi) of the Cabinet Secretariat’s letter 
No.281/12/l/2000-PS dated November 13, 2003 could not be traced out in Ministry 
of Home Affairs'Tile Nos. 1/12014/9/77-D.I1I, No.I/I2014/6/90-IS (Dill), and 
No. 3 1/2/74-Pol. D. Ill (2 Vols.) in spite of thorough search not only by the Officers of 
the Commission but also by one Officer of the Ministry of Home Affairs in course of 
his visit from New Delhi to the Commission’s Office in Kolkata, though it has been 
stated in para 2 of the Ministry of Home Affairs’ letter No. 1/ 1201 4/ 1 3/2000-1S (D.V) 
dated January' 2, 2003 that those documents are available in the aforesaid files of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs and that the documents mentioned at para 2(ii) 2(iv) could 
not be made available to the Commission The Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs 
has, therefore, been requested in the said letter dated December 26, 2003 of the 
Commission to kindly take all possible steps to ensure early transmissions of all the 
aforesaid five documents mentioned at para 2(ii), 2(iii), 2(iv), 2(v), and 2(vi) of iluy' 
aforesaid letter of the Cabinet Secretariat. Further development in the matter is 
awaited. Kg 

(P. K. Sengupta) 

Secretary 
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‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 


Special Only - 2252-2765 
Office - 2252-2766/66 


Fax : 033-2252-2765 REGISTERED WITH A D 

NO. JMCI/STAT.REPT./99-2000/33A (ll)/385 (7) 

From : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 



e-mail : iuiemscb//cal3.vsni nel in 
January 05, 2004 


To 


1. The Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, North Block, New Delhi-1 10001 


A 


Pi •/*$*' 


2. The Secretary, 


Ministry of Defence (History Division), 

Governinent of India, West Block -8, Wing-l, R.K.Puram, New Delhi 

3. The Secretary, 

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, Government of India, 
Akashbani Bhavan, Parliament Street, New Delhi-1 10001. 

$> 

4. The Secretary, 

Prime Minister’s Office, Government of India, 

South Block, New Dei’ni-1 1000i. 

JS. The Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, South Block, New Delhi-1 10001. 

6. The Secretary, 

Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India, 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi-1 10004. 

7. The Director, 

Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, New Delhi-) 10001. 

Subject : Status Report from 01.12.2003 to 31.12.2003. 

Ref : Your Office letter No.l/12014/l/2000-IS(D.IIl) dated 07.02.2000. 
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Sir, 



1 am directed to forward herewith a ‘Status Report’ of the Secretary of Justice 
Commission of Inquiry, for favour of taking necessary action at your end. 


Enel : As stated above 


Yours faithfully, 

(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


ice Mukherj£gl/ttf LtJj 

bjCi 



Justice Mukherjce Commission of Inquiry 
SSl'or Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
NETA.H SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 

STATUS REPORT 
(From 01.1 2.2003 to 3 1 .12.2003) 

(a) This Status Report is in continuation of the Status Report tor the 
period from 01.1 1.2003 to 30. 1 1.2003. forwarded by the Commission 
to the Secretaries, Ministry' of Home Affairs, Ministry of External 
Affairs, Prime Minister’s Office, Cabinet Secretariat, Ministry of 
Defence (History' Division), Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, 
as also to the Director, Intelligence Bureau, Government of India, for 
favour of taking necessary action at their ends. 

(b) Xerox copies of the proceedings dated 27.11.03 and of the Status 
Report as on 24.11.03 (forenoon) of the Commission have been sent 
by Registered Post to the authorities mentioned in para 1(a) above on 
22. 12.03 for favour of taking necessary action at their ends. 

2 By Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings/(Follow-Up)/99- 
2000/4 8(V)/3 22 dated November 5, 2003 addressed to Shri Umesh Kalra, Director 
(IS) , Ministry' of Home Affairs, Government of India in response to the factual 
position regarding para 5 as indicated in Kalra’s letter No. 1/120 14/1 3/2000-1S-V 
(NCB)/VoI.V dated 31.10.03, it has been pointed out that the 317 files of Khosla 
Commission mentioned therein do not contain either the original or authenticated 
true copies of the documents produced before the Khosla Commission and marked 
as exhibits or the proceedings of the said Commission and that the bound volumes 
of unsigned and uncertified copies of the depositions of the witnesses before the 
said Commission (as received by us) appear to contain only some parts of its 
proceedings. The documents called for by the Commission by its letters dated 
17.02.03 and 1 1 .04.03 as referred to in the said para 5 are yet to be received. 
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3. By Commission’s letter No. JMCI/1 1/2000/295 dated 20.10.03 addressed to Shri 
Umesh Kalra, Director, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, it has been 
pointed out that the Status Note of the Ministry forwarded under their letter No. 
I/12014/I3/2000-NCB dated 19/24.09.03 relating to para 6 and para 5 of the Status 
Report of May, 2003 and June, 2003 appears to have not stated specifically as to , 
whether the documents called for by Commission’s letter No. JMCI/1 1/2000/542 
dated 17.02.2003 are in existence or not. It has also been stated therein that if the 
said documents are in existence, the reason for which those have not yet been sent 
to the Commission in spite of repeated reminders may please be intimated to the 
Commission immediately. The response of the Ministry of Home Affairs in. the 
matter is still awaited 


4. Following a query raised by the Commission, the National Archives of the Government 
of the U.K. had given the Commission to understand that there were certain documents 
with them which might be of interest to it (the Commission) . Accordingly, steps were 
taken to obtain photo-copies of three of those documents which relate to the relevant 
period. The photocopies called for have since been received by the Commission and are 
being scrutinized. 


5. Present whereabouts of aii the relevant witnesses examined earlier outside India as also 
of those mentioned anew reportedly living abroad, are yet to be collected by/furnished 
to the Commission and the reports regarding availability/non-availability of the relevant 
documents are yet to be obtained/collected from most of the foreign countries concerned 
by the Ministry of Ext ernal Affairs, G overnment of India to make them available to the 
Commission on receipt of which the Commission might be required to draw up 
programmes for its visit to the relevant foreign countries for examination of witnesses 
and documents available there as also for inspection of important relevant sites in those 


countries. 


As far back as on September 05. 2003 the Commission along with its letter No. 
JMCI/EO/2002-03/S3(UI)/245, addressed to the Secretary, Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, has sent a copy of the news -item captioned, 
“Government to authenticate on Netaji’s ashes by DNA test” published in the Delhi 
edition of The Statesman’ on Saturday, October 28, 1995 and has requested him to let 
the Commission know what has actually happened with regard to the reported decision 
of the Government of India to opt for DNA test of the alleged ashes of Netaji by 
forming a Committee consisting of DNA experts, CBI officials, etc. as reported in the 
said news item and has also been requested to make available to the Commission the 
services of CDFD, Hyderabad, a competent Member of the CBI and the DNA experts, 
viz.. Dr. Michalle Holland of the USA and Dr. Kevin Salevan of the UK as mentioned in 
the said news-item so that the Commission may with their help and assistance get the 
DNA tests of the alleged ashes of Netaji done without any further avoidable delay. A 
copy of the said letter has also been endorsed to the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India. Unfortunately their response is still awaited. 

The blood samples of Smt. Tripti Nag, daughter of one of Netaji’s elder sisters and 
Shri Nirupam Som, one of Netaji’s elder sisters’ daughter’s son, have recently been 
collected and made over to the Central Forensic Science Laboratory, Kolkata. 
Besides, the specimen teeth allegedly of one Gumnami Baba of Faizabad, and the 
blood samples of Shri Sadhan Kar, one of Netaji’s elder sisters’ daughter’s son, 

Shri Subrata Bose, son of Netaji’s elder brother Late Sarat Chandra Bose and Shri 
Dwarka Nath Bose, son of Netaji’s elder brother Late Sunil Chandra Bose, have 
earlier been made over to the CFSL, Kolkata. By Commission’s letter 
No. JMCI/E 0/2002-2003/83 (III)/3 71 dated December 22, 2003 the Director, CFSL, 
Kolkata have been requested for D.N.A. profiling tests to fix the identity of the 
person to whom the said teeth belonged. 

In his d.o. letter No.JMCI/OverseasAVitnesses/2002-03/70(II)/330 dated November 
11, 2003 addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, the Secretaiy of the Commission has detailed all the 
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circumstances which have compelled the Commission to directly approach Jthe 
authorities concerned in Taiwan notwithstanding the request made in the d.o. letter 
dated 24.09.03 of the said Director ( CNV), “that any information required to be 
obtained from Taiwan may be referred to the Ministry” i.e. Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India. In the said d.o. letter dated 1 1 . 1 1 .03 the Ministry of 

External Affairs, Government of India, has, however, been requested to extend all 

w 

possible help and assistance to the Commission in the matter. However, the 
Director (CNV) in her d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO/Vol.X dated November 25, 2003 
has again stated : “JMCI should not send such communications directly to 
Taiwanese “Government” authorities. We are considering alternative options for 
seeking the assistance of other agencies / organisations for obtaining the requisite 
documents identified by you in your letter to the Mayor of Taipei. We shall keep 
you informed of progress in this regard”. In pursuance of the letter dated 
November 25, 2003 of the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, the 
Commission has stopped communicating directly with the Government of Taiwan 
and the Mayor of Taipei with hope that the Ministry of External Affairs would do 
the needful to enable the Commission to obtain the relevant documents and 
information from Taiwan, but till now nothing further has been heard from the 
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India. Since then, a letter daled 
December 4, 2003 has been received on 23.12.2003 from the Chief of Protocol 
Office, Taipei City Government, addressed to the Commission (which is in reply to 
the Commission’s letter No.JMCI/CPDC/2002/86/289 dated October 17, 2003 
addressed to the Hon’ble Mayor, Taipei City Government) which states, inter alia, : 
“I regret to inform you that the Cremation Permits issued before 1968 by the Taipei 
City Government Department of Health were unfortunately destroyed.” 


In view of the correspondence amongst the Ministry of External Affairs , 
Government of India, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan, and 
this Commission regarding the original register of Cremation Permit and the 
original Death Certificate pertaining to Subhas Chandra Bose or Chandra Bose aj^L 
Ichiro Okura (vide d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO/Vol.IX dated September 23, 2003 of 
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ihc Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, the letter 
dated September 10, 2003 of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan, 
and the Commission’s letter No.432 dated 27.1 1.2002), the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, has again been requested in Commission’s letter 
No.JMCl/CPDC/2002/86/338 dated 24.11.2003 to kindly persuade the 
Government of Japan to gel from the Government of Taiwan all the documents 
asked for in the penultimate para of the Commission’s aforesaid letter No.432 dated 
27. 1 1 .2002 so that the Commission may have access to those relevant documents as 
quickly as possible. 

(a) By Commission’s d.o. letter No.JMCI/Ovcrseas/Witncss/2002-Q3/70(ll)/301 
dated October 29, 2003 addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India, the receipt of her d.o. letter 
No.24/4/NGO/Vol.X dated October 13, 2003, which is professed to be in 
reply to the Commission’s letter dated April 1, 2003, has been acknowledged 
and it has been pointed out therein that neither her said d.o. letter dated 


October 13, 2003 nor its enclosure in English speaks about the fate of the 
two letters of the Commission addressed to Prof. E.N. Komorov of Moscow 
Academy of Sciences, and Prof. Y.V. Pechenko of St. Petersburg University 
which were enclosed with the Commission’s said letter dated April 1, 2003 
for causing deliver)', that her said d.o. letter dated October 13, 2003 is also 
silent about the outcome of the request of the Commission to approach the 
Government of Russia for access of the Commission to the Archives of KGB 
(FSB) as also about the outcome of the communication of the Indian Mission 
in Moscow to the witnesses mentioned in the list of the Commission sent to 
the Ministry' of External Affairs with its aforesaid letter dated April 1, 2003 . 
The Ministry of External Affairs was further requested in that letter to let the 
Commission know the result of the requests made in paras 1,2 and 3 of its 
said letter dated April 1, 2003. Their reply is still awaited. 
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(b) The reports regarding availability of relevant documents in all the remaming 
archives of the Russian Federation including the KGB Archive and an exhaustive 
list of all the archives of the Russian Federation are yet to be received. 


[ 


(c) The report of the Indian Consulate of St. Petersburg as intended to be sent later to 

the Commission in para 4 of the d.o. letter No.24/4/NGO-Voi.IX(lI) dated June 

m 

1 1, 2003 of the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government 


of India, addressed to the Secretary of the Commission, is yet to 
Commission in spite of several reminders to the said Ministry. 



be received by the 


Under the Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Overseas/Witness/2002-03/70(Il)/265 dated 
September 17, 2003 addressed to the Joint Secretary (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, with copy thereof endorsed to the Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India, three Notices have been sent with a request for their 
publication through the Indian Embassies / Indian Missions at Singapore, Bangkok and 
Saigon in English as also in the respective local languages so that the people of those places 
may know about the Commission and the terms of its ongoing inquiry and depending upon 
the response of the local people of the said places that may be evoked by the publication of 
the notices , the Commission may take a decision regarding its visit to those places for 
examination of the witnesses and collection of relevant documents and materials whichever 
may be available there. The d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO/Vol.X dated 03.1 1.2003 of the Director 
(CNV) (received by the Commission on 21.11.2003) states that the aforesaid three notices 
have been sent by the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, to the Indian 
Missions concerned for publication as desired by the Commission and the said d.o. letter 
encloses copies of newspaper clippings dated 27.10.2003 / 28.10.2003 of the notice 
reportedly appeared in the leading English, Tamil, and Mandarin language newspapers in 
Singapore. Further development in the matter is still awaited from the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Govt, of India. 


Si,* 
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12. By Commission’s letter No. JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56(V)/3 23 dated November 6,^S03 
addressed to the Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, her 




attention was drawn to the second para of the letter dated 30.08.03 of the National Archives 

of Malayasia enclosed to her d o. letter dated 12.09.2003 wherein it is stated, inter alia, 

% 

“Should we chance upon any information on him (Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose) in future, we a 
will certainly write to you again” and the Director (CNV) was requested to kindly pursue the 
matter with the National Archives of Malayasia closely and keep the Commission informed of 
the outcome in time. Further intimation in the matter is still awaited. 

13. The Commission, by its letter No.JMCl/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70(ll)/188 dated August 
05, 2003, has requested the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India to send 
particulars of some suitable willing Indian scholars or students of Post-Graduate class in the 
U.S.A. indicating / suggesting the rate of remuneration, if any, acceptable to them unless they 
would agree to do the same archival research, free of remuneration for academic interest or 
for their love and respect for Netaji. Further development in the matter is still awaited. 

r 

14. The report of the second handwriting expert regarding comparison of the handwritings 
allegedly of ‘Gumnami Baba’ of Faizabad with admitted specimen handwritings of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose has been received by the Commission on July 23, 2003. The specimen 

■ handwritings of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and the first bunch of documents containing a 
number of questioned handwritings allegedly of ‘Gumnami Baba’ of Faizabad have been 
made over to the third handwriting expert on August 28, 2003 for necessary comparison of 
those two sets of handwritings. Further development in the matter is still awaited. 

15. By Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70(Il)/28S dated 16.10.03 
addressed to Shri Vijoy Gokhale, Joint Secretary (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, his attention was drawn to the copy of the enclosure captioned, 
“Directive to the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers” bearing dated August 14, 1945 
forwarded with his d.o. letter No.25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated May 7, 2003 and he was requested 
to kindly obtain through the Indian Mission in the USA authenticated copies of the (1) 
Proclamation, and (2) Instrument of Surrender which appear to have been enclosed to the 
original copy of the aforesaid directive bearing dated 14.08.1945. The documents called for 
arc yet to be received. 
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16. In Commission’s letter No.JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings (Follow Up)/99-2000/48(V)/37o dated 

December 26, 2003 addressed to the Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of 

India, his attention has been drawn to letters No.I/12014/13/2000-IS (D.V) dated January 2, 

2003 and No.I/12014/13/2000-IS-V (NCV). Vol. V dated October 31, 2003 from Shri U.K. 

Kalra, Director (IS-II), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India to the Commi^ion 

and it has been stated therein that none of the documents bearing No. F, Nos. 10/22/CF-68, 

6/5/9/77-CF, 10/21/CF-68, 6/1/6/74-CF, and 6/5/1/91-TS as mentioned at para 2(ii), (iii), (iv), 

(v) and (vi) respectively of the Cabinet Secretariat letter No. 28 1/12/1/2000-TS dated 

November 13, 2002, though repeatedly called for by the Commission from the Ministry of 

Home Affairs, Government of India, has been received by the Commission as yet. It has also 

been stated in the said letter dated December 26, 2003 of the Commission that the three 

. 1 . . 

documents mentioned at para 2(iii), (v), and (vi) could not be traced in Ministry of Home 
Affair’s File Nos. I/12014/9/77-D.III, 1/1 20 14/6/90-IS (Dili), and 3 1/2/74-Pol.D.III (two 
Volumes), (already transmitted to the Commission), as stated by Shri Kalra in his aforesaid 
letter dated January 2, 2003, on scrutiny of the aforesaid files not only by the Officer of the 
Commission but also by one Ministry of Home Affairs official in course of his visit to 
Commission’s office in Kolkata. It was also stated in the Commission’s said letter dated 
December 26, 2003 that Shri Kalra’s aforesaid two letters dated 02.01.2003 and -dated 
31.10.2003 tend to suggest that there is some uncertainty about availability of the documents 
mentioned at aforesaid para 2(ii) and (iv) and the Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs has 
been requested to make available to the Commission all the five documents mentioned at para 
2(ii), (iii), (iv), (v), (vi) of the Cabinet Secretariat letter dated November 13, 2002 referred to 
above since those documents are not being made available to the Commission in spite of 
protracted correspondence made by the Commission with the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India. 




Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 


^ToTTeRT, ^ f^ccft 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.XI 


February 19, 2004 


Dear l ) } 

Following a request received from the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI), Ministry had, last year, requested the US 
Embassy in New Delhi to facilitate access for the Commission to records 
that were said to be available with the Embassy and Consulates in India. 
The US Embassy in response (copy enclosed) stated that neither the 
Embassy nor the Consulates in India had any documents relevant to 
Netaji or for that period. While clarifying that official records (older than 
2 years) are retired as a matter of policy and forwarded to the National 
Archives for disposition and storage, the US Embassy suggested, that the 
Commission could select an Indian scholar or graduate student 

working in the United States to perform such research . The inputs 
received from the US Embassy were forwarded to the JMCI. 

2. The JMCI has sought assistance in locating some suitable and 
willing Indian Scholars or students of Post Graduate level, preferably of 
Law/History/ Political Science/ Economics etc., for the purpose of 
archival research relevant to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at various 
American repositories of historical documents. The Commission has 
requested that the particulars of such Indian Scholars be furnished to it, 
alongwith the rate of remuneration, if any, acceptable to them (unless 
they agree to do the research job free of remunerations, for academic 
interest or for their love and respect for Netaji). 

3. We'would be grateful if Mission could assist in the matter. Would 
appreciate an early response. 


tsjIjKv UtsAr 


Yours sincerely, 



Shri V.V.Rao, 
First Secretary 
Embassy of India 
Washington 




* 


Mr. Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary 
US-Canada Division 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
New Delhi 


\ M M 
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Ref: Your 1915/JS (USC) 03 
Dear Jayant: 

I write in reply to your letter of June 17, 2003 in which you refer to the 
obligation on the Government of India to provide certain information to the 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. You note that an inquiry by the Indian Embassy in 
Washington elicited a statement from the National Archives and Records 
^ Administration that the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi and our Consulates in India 
would be in possession of records bearing on the Commission's deliberations. 

However, notwithstanding the belief expressed by an official of the 
Archives, there are no documents relevant to the period or to the disappearance 
of Mr. Bose in storage at either the Embassy or the Consulates in India. The 
policy of the Department of State is to retire almost all official records (other than 
on administrative matters germane to property transactions etc.) on a regular 
basis with the objective of not maintaining records for a longer period than 
approximately two years. These records are forwarded to the National Archives 
for disposition and storage. 

With reference to archival research at various American repositories of 
historical documents relevant to Mr. Bose, as identified in the letter which you 
have attached to your own communication, I would suggest that, as a practical 
matter, the Commission select an Indian scholar or graduate student working in 
the United States to perform such research. Such an approach might benefit 


both the Commission and the scholar or graduate student while keeping 
expenses to a minimum. 

With best wishes, 


Sincerely, 

/tf_. 


Albert Thibault 
Deputy Chief of Mission 


By Regd.Post with A/D 

Justice Mukhi 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 










For In'Qujrv Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
Neta.ii Stbiias Chandra Bose. 

'B' Block. (Third Floor) 

I i/A Mirza Ghalib Street. Kolkata 700 087 


SWn-l.,ry -2252-2767 
Officer on 

Spec mi - 225 2 -2 705 
' - 2252 - 2766 /Gfi 


| ax : 0091-033-2252-2765 


c-niail: jmcinscbiy'uilj.vsiil.iicl.in 


No. JMC1 Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70 Kolkata. dated, 5th August* 03. 


(Vol.lD/188. 


From : Shri M. Roy, IAS, (Retd.), 
Officer on Special Duty 


To : Shri Vi jay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary ( CNV) , 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 


Sir, 

I am directed to refer to the suggestion given 
in the third para of the letter dated 23.06.03 of 
Dy. Chief of Mission, Embassy of the U.S.A. enclosed 
your d.o. letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol . IX(I) dated 15.07.^- 




and to request you to kindly send particulars of some 
suitable willing Indian Scholars or students of post 
graduate class preferably of Law/ History/Political 
Science/Economics etc. indicat ing/sugges ting the rate 
of remuneration, if any, acceptable to them unless they 
would agree to do the job of archival research at 
various American repositories of historical documents 
relevant to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose free of 
remunerations, for academic interest or for their love 
and respect for Netaji. 


Yours faithfully. 



( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 




Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 

D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.XI 


^ f^ecfr 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


February 20, 2004 


Dear , 

This is with reference to my letter of October 22, 2003 
regarding the request of the Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry (JMCI) for obtaining the authenticated copies of (i) 
the Proclamation and (ii) the Instrument of Surrender, which 
are shown as ‘Enclosures’ to the original copy of the 14 
August 1945 document titled: “DIRECTIVE TO THE supreme 
COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS”. 

2. We will be grateful if action to obtain the requisite 
documents is expedited. 




Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri V.V.Rao, 
First Secretary 
Embassy of India 

Washington 






Ruchi 

Director [CNV] 

Twrtfl 3nw 


D. 0. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol. IX 


T| R<r<rW 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 

Bv Registered Post 


February 20, 2004. 






Our Embassy in Tokyo has forwarded a set of three 
documents relating to Netaji received from the Japanese Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. A copy of these documents is forwarded 
herewith. The documents in original have been separately sent by 
Speed Post. • „ 


Yours sincerely, 



[Ruchi Ghanashyam] 


Shri P. K. Sengupta, Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
'B' Block, Third Floor, 

11/ A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

KOLKATA - 700 087. 


A 



*? >2 




Ruchi Ghanashyam 
irector [CNV] 


D. 0. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol. IX 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 

Bv Soeec/ Post 


February 20, 2004. 




J 


Our Embassy in Tokyo has forwarded a set of three 
documents relating to Netaji received from the Japanese Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. A set of these documents, in original, is 
forwarded herewith. 

besdt 


Yours sincerely, 
[Ruchi Ghanashyam] 


Shri P. K. Sengupta, Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
'B' Block, Third Floor, 

11/ A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

KOLKATA - 700 087. 










D. O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol. IX 


Ruchi Ghanash 
Director [CNV] 


7m 


?T5fTeP?, Rc^il 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 

Bv Registered Post 


February 20, 2004. 




Our Embassy in Tokyo has forwarded a set of three 
documents relating to Netaji received from the Japanese Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. A copy of these documents is forwarded 
herewith. The documents in original have been separately sent by 
Speed Post. ■ „ 


Yours sincerely, 



[Ruchi Ghanashyam] 


Shri P. K. Sengupta, Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
'B' Block, Third Floor, 

11/ A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

KOLKATA - 700 087. 




D. O. No. 25/4/NGU-voi. ia 


Ruchi Ghanashya 
Pi rector [CNV] 



February 20, 2004. 


fN^T TT i Rcrd) 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


By Speed Post 



Our Embassy in Tokyo has forwarded a set of three 
documents relating to Netaji received from the Japanese Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. A set of these documents, in original, is 
forwarded herewith. 




Yours sincerely, 



[Ruchi Ghanashyam] 


Shri P. K. Sengupta, Secretary, 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
'B' Block, Third Floor, 

11/ A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

KOLKATA - 700 087. 


INDIAN HIGH COM KL 


■ 4. FEB. 2004 16:15 

TO= JS(CNV) 




NO. 152 P.1/2 






WcT d>T vJcrTRlt 3 , 

HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
KUALA LUMPUR 



KUA/P/163/01//03 


Dated 03 td February, 2004. 


Ms. Yatimah Rimun, 
Arldb Negara Malaysia, 
Jalan Duta, 

50568, Kuala Lumpur 
Fax 6201 5679 


Subject: Information on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

MiZ . yajh'nrvAk / 

We would like to draw your kind attention to your letter No. ANM.27/1 Jld. 
21(33) dated 30 August 2003 and our letter No. KUA/P/ 163/0 1/03 dated 12 
December 2003 on the above subject 


You have stated in your above-cited letter that any information available on 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose would be conveyed to the High Commission of India 
in future. We would be grateful if you could inform us of the latest position on the 
matter. Even if no information is available till date, please intimate us the same. 




(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) 




Address : No 2, Jalan Thman Duta, Off Jalan Duta, 50480 Kuala Lumpur 
Post Box No. 10059, 50740 Kuala Lumpur. Telegraphic Address : HICOMTND 
Telephone : 603 - 2093 3510 Telex No ; MA 30317 Fax : 603 - 2093 3507, 603- 2092 5826 
E-mail : High Commissioner : highcomm@po.janng.my 
E-mail : Dy. High Commissioner : dhc002@po.jaring.ray / Defence AdvisCT . dahcikl@po.jaring.my 
First Secretary (Consular) : fsch@po.jaring.my / First Secretary & HOC : hoc@po janng.my 
WEBSITE : www.indianhighcoraraission.cora.ray 


4. FEB. 2004 16=15 


INDIAN HIGH COM KL 


NO. 152 


P.2/2 


rvv 

Copy to: 

Smt. Ruchi Ghanashyam, Director (CNV), Ministry of External Affairs, New 
Delhi: Kindly note in response to your DO letter^ No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.X dated 12 
November, 2003, we forwarded a letter to National Archives Malaysia (Arlcib 
Negara Malaysia) on 12 th December 2003. We have again forwarded a reminder 
now on receipt of your letter dated January 13, 2004. 



(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) 



/V "N 


To 


^ ■ e) 

No.I/12014/3/2003-NCB - O 



Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
North Bloc krNew Delhi. 



Dated 11-2-2004. 


Shri P.K. Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’Block (Third Floor), 

11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, 
Kolkata-700087. 


Subject: Publication of a Notice of the Commission in English and 
local Language at Singapore, Bangkok and Saigon. 



Sir, 


The undersigned is directed to enclose herewith a copy of 
Ministry of External Affairs d.o.No.25/4/NGO-Vol.X dated 20/1/04 
along with the response from Bangkok resident, for appropriate 
action. 





(M.S. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 

Ministry of External Affairs, Ms. Ruchi Ghanshyam, 
Director(CNV), New Delhi. 



By Read. Pont with A/D . 


r"'\ 


I a v :()()<) I- 0 .V 1 . 252-2765 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Ini o the Alleged Disappearance of 
NKTA.iI SlIBHAS ClIANiiRA BOSE, 
i r Block. p^niiQifoor) 

1/A Mirza Ghalib/;: ct. Knlkjta 1Q0^TT7\ 

4 




Hume: 

Chairman 

Secretary 
Officer on 
Special Duty 
Uj]\ce 


- 252-7030 

- 202-2/0/ 

202-2705 
- 202-27GO/68 


No. JMC i/over sea s/wit nos s es/2( 

70(Vol.II)/390. 


e-mail : inicitisdv</)ciil.3.v.sni.iu:t.in 


Kolkahrfuatcd* 7th January 1 04 



oU^ * 


Kftf 


From : Shr i M. Roy IAS (Retd.), 
Officer on Special Duty 


To : rhri K.S. Zuha 
Desk Officer 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Government of India 
North Block 
New Delhi - 110001. 


S ir , 

I am directed to refer to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs’* Office Memorandum bearing No. 1/12014/3/20 03- 
NCE dated 3.12.03 sent to the Ministry of External 
Affairs* Government of Indta with a copy to the Commission 
requesting the M.E. A. to intimate the Commission under 
intimation to the M.H.A, the action taken by the Indian 
Embassies concerned in connection with their publication 
of the Notices of the Commission in English and local 
languages in Singapore ana Bangkok and to request you to 
kindly pursue with the Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India for publication of similar notices 
in Vietnam as well. 






Yours faithfully, 
s«i|- 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 


hf'fc 'Of 3?0 0 )// £ T A 01 / 


it 


Copy forwarded to the Director ( CNV) , M.E. A. Govt, 
of India for information and favour of taking necessary 
action as exped itiously as possible. 

\\s^s~ — 'yf 
( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 


.* 
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.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.XI 


Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 


'*T5rreRr, 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 
February 16, 2004 


Dear 



This is further to my letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol.X dated January 12, 2004 and 
your letters no. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70/Vol-II/621 dated April 1, 
2003, no. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70/Vol-II/301 dated October 29, 
2003, no. JMCI/Doc(For)/99-2000/56(v)/331 dated November 12, 2003 and no. 
JMCI/Doc (For)/99-2000/56(v)/374 dated December 26, 2003, regarding 

information sought from Russia in connection with JMCI’s inquiry proceedings. 

2. Our Embassy in Moscow, which is following up the matter, has informed that 
reminders have been sent to all the listed witnesses. As requested by the JMCI, Dr. 
Rybakov who has been the only one to respond to the Mission’s communications so 
far, has been asked to convey his willingness and convenience for appearing as a 
witness. 

3. Regarding the possibility of obtaining material related to the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji, the Mission has drawn attention to the Russian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs’ Note Verbale no. 1907/3DA, dated 20.3.2003. Para 5 of this note, 
[which was forwarded to you vide this Ministry’s letter no.25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated 
April 22, 2003], states that no material on the fate of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose was found in the Central Archives of the Russian FSB (KGB is now known 
as FSB in the Russian Federation). 

4. Our Embassy in Moscow is ascertaining the whereabouts of Mr. Pechenko 
from the Indian Consulate in St. Petersburg. The Embassy is also continuing its 
efforts to locate Mr. V.N.Plastun, Mr. A. A. Kolesnikov and Mr. E.M.Morosov, while a 
reminder is being sent to Mr. Komorov. It has also been conveyed by the Mission 
that Academician Bondarovsky- one of the listed witnesses, expired last year. 

5. We shall apprise you of further progress in the matter on receipt of inputs 
from our Mission. 




Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 



‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 


Kolkata 700 087 



i 
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Embassy of India 


6-8, Ulitsa vorontsovo Polye, 
Moscow 

Tel: 9163544 Fax: 9752337 
Telex 413409 INDEMB-SU 


No. Mos/Pol/ 125/01/90 


29 January 2004 
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to, 

12' 


Director(CNV) ’s /^Tetters 
November J2003 and 


No. 

No. 


Out*, fry kdt\ 

This has reference 
25/4/NGO/Vol.X dated 

25/4/NGO-Vol.X dated 12 January 2004"ln connection with 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry into the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. We have so far 
not received any replies from the witnesses who were sent 
written communications on 9 June 2003. We have once again 
sent reminders to all the witnesses. As requested by the 
Commission, Dr. Rybakov has been asked to convey his 

willingness and convenience for appearance as a witness. 

2. Regarding availability of material related to the alleged - lv 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the KGB 
archives, a note verbale No. 1907/3DA dated 20 March 2003 
received from the Russian MFA refers. This note verbale was 
forwarded to your Division vide letter no. C . . rv( // 
MOS/POL/ 125/01/90 on 21 March 2003. In the 5" Cl 

paragraph, it is stated that no material on the fate of Netaji ^ . . 

Subhas Chandra Bose was found in the Central Archives of PMW 

the Russian FSB. (KGB is now known as FSB in the Russian ywr) 
Federation.) -yjnf 


3. Since we have received no response from Mr. Komorov, a 
reminder has been sent to him. 


4. The whereabouts of Mr. Pechenko is being ascertained 
through our CGI, St. Petersburg. 


5. The Embassy is continuing its efforts to locate Mr. V.N. 
Plastun, Mr. A. A. Kolesnikov and Mr. E.M. Morosov. 

6. One of the witnesses, Academician Bondarovsky expired 
last year. 


Yours sincerely, 

(Rahul Shrivastava) 

Shri Sandip Mitra 
Under Secretary (NGO) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi. 






Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director [CNV]. 



f‘<c;vi H oi i cl *4 , -l^ f^ecfl 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


No. 25/4 /NGO-m-lXL 


February 4, 2004. 


j<LoJLruC^ / 

Please refer to your U. O. Note No. 1-12014/ 13/ 2000-IS 
[D.III]/NCB [Vol. V] dated 30.12.2003 regarding Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry. 

2. The records in this Ministry for the period 1951-52 were checked 
and it is noticed that the original letter no. 758/51-S dated 17.01.1952 
from Shri A. M. Sahay is not available on file. It appears that the 
document was transferred to MHA. You may wish to check once again 
at your end and inform the Commission accordingly. 

Yours sincerely. 




Shri U. K. Kalra, 

Director [S], 

Security Division, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, 

NEW DELHI. 






[Ruchi Ghanashyam] 



* 





No. 1201 4/1 3/2000-NCB(Vol.V) 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Divn 


Subject: Commission’s letter No. JMCI/1 1/2000/295 dated 
20.10.03. 


Please find enclosed a copy of letterNo. JMCI/1 1/2000/333 
dated 18.1 1.2003 and its enclosures received from Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, Kolkatta regarding subject 
cited above. 

As the letter dated 17.1.52 referred therein was addressed to 
Sh.Dutt,I.C.S the then Secy, Ministry of External Affairs., it is 
requested that a suitable reply indicating its authenticity may be 
communicated to the J.M.C.I under intimation to this Ministry. 
In case, the document quoted is authentic, authenticated copies 
thereof be also send to the Commission and this Ministry. 




Director (CNVXRuchi GhanashyamJMinistry of External 

Affairs,South Block,New Delhi-1 10001.. 

MHA U.O. No. I-12014/13/2000-IS(D.HIVNCB(Vol.VI dated 

-12-2003. 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission or Inquiry 

Fow ihcji'jry Into ti A u EGHoBts^iTHARA^E or 

N i i a . 11 Si nil vs Cm /m; 1 v riiosi'. 

ir Block. ( 1 hiijl I 
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From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary 


on: 

u/i 700 087 
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Kuikutu, dated, 18 th Nov .*03 




To : Shri Umesh Kalra, 

Director , 

Ministry of Home Affairs* 

Govt, of India, 

North Block, 

New Delhi-110001 . 

Re : Commission’s letter no. JMCl/ll/2000/295 
dated 20.10.03. 




Sir, 

I am directed to draw your attention to the Commission’ s 

letter under reference and to request you to kindly send the 

original letter dated 17.1.1952 of Shri A.M. Sahay and the 

enclosure thereto addressed to Shri S.Dutt ICS, tKe then 

Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of External 

Affairs, New Delhi 'or authenticated copies of the said letter 

/ - r J 
and its annexure to the Commission as soon as possible. I am, 

further directed to say that in the event of your failure to 

send the said original letter and its enclosure or their 

authenticated copies, the Commission may treat the copy of the 

letter and its enclosure, filed by the deponents and annexed 

. 

herewith, as bonafide true copies of the originals. 


tir- 


Enclosures: As stated above. 


Yours faithfull 



(P.K* Sengupta) 
Secretary 


•St??: 


No.JMCl/1 1/2000/333(1) 
Copy to 


dated 18.11.03. 


The Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Govt, 
of India, South Block, New DelhlrllOOOl for 
information and favour of taking Vecess ary action. 









V-** ^ 


(P.K.X Sengupta) 
Secretary 
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50-A 

Top Secret 
Pori of Spain 
Trindad, BVVI 
17 Jan Ary. 1952 

D. O. No. 13-Com/52 



My dear Shn Dutt 
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Please refer to your letter No. 758/51-S, dated the 1st November 1951, and 1'-’ *f. , , 
reminder of Miss Leelamanl Naidu, No 25/4/NGO*. dated the 21st December 1951, 7 — 
about the late Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. I am sorry for the delay In sending the j .'4. 
promised statement. I herewith enclosed it. I hope this will be of some use. fih’v?. * 


Dmised statement. I herewith enclosed it. I hope this will be of some use. is?*? . * 

r if . ■“ r « ‘ 

r * *> •• .Jf ^ 

ere is one thing extraordinary Fn the whole show which needs some explanation * ^ ' 

m the Japanese. So far as my information goes, Netaji was removed to a ’ * 


. There 

from the Japanese. So far as my information goes, Netaji was removed to a 
hospital after the accident and he died there. How is it that the crash took place on 
the 10th and the announcement regarding his death was made on the previous 
day? Perhaps Safrani who is working under you as an Under Secretary may be 
able to say when Netaji left Saigon for Tokyo. However, my statement 
thing that I could say definitely from my memory. 

With kind regards * > . ' 

Yours sincerely r 

(A M Sahay) • « - 

V y * ’ - . I. ... 

Shri S Dutt, ICS 

Secretary to the Government of India ... 

Ministry of External Affairs V i - : ; .v. 

New Delhi - (•' 


. • ' wV‘ 

'(Footnote: NGO: An abbreviation fix "Not to Go to Office* since the. Raj days 
the Top Secret External Affairs Ministry papers till date are marked for NGO) 
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Top Secret 




Towards the end of 1944, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose visited Tokyo in order to 
make arrangements for future move of the INA. 1 proceeded to China to supervise 
the work of the league (footnote) there and to settle some dispute between the 
Japanese military authorities and the Indian Independence League in Shanghai. 
After finishing my work in China, I was to proceed to Tokyo to arrange for the 
printing of our own currency. 

While I was visiting Shanghai in January 1945, Netaji passed that way on his way 
back from Tokyo. He stayed there for a couple of days. He'informed me that the 
Japanese would no more be able to lend much support to our fight in the future. 
Japan was being attacked by American Air Force regularly, inflicting heavy losses 
on the Japanese, making it impossible for them to send their air support to our 
army in Burma or Manipur. 



Ta 


Netaji said that he could see the end of the war in course of months and he wanted 
me to try to persuade the Japanese to allow us to establish direct contact with the 
Soviet Embassy in Tokyo. I was in Tokyo in the beginning of February 1945. I met 
General Tojo (Footnote) and the Chief of the General Staff and discussed the 
matter at length. I told them that if we could deal with the Soviet directly, we might 
be able to help In Improving the Russo-Japanese relation that was necessary to 
strengthen Japan's position. The Japanese, however, were adamant and did not 
agree. 


I returned to Bangkok early in May 1945, via Formosa, where I was detained for a 
month due to American air activities around the place. On my arrival, I was 
informed that our Headquarters in Rangoon was vacated and Netaji was on his way 
to Bangkok with whole staff. He arrived after few days. I informed him that the 
Japanese did not agree to my proposals regarding meeting the Soviet 
Ambassador. He said it was necessary to establish contact with the Soviets, if 
possible. He knew that I had acquainted with a couple of Chinese communists 
leaders and asked me if I could find some way to contact them. I suggested that 
the only way was to try through Chungking (Footnote), where, I was certain, there 
were some Chinese communists working. I suggested that I should mo\« to Hanoi, 
the capital of Vietnam, which was near the border of China. Once in Hanoi, I 
considered it possible to send someone to Chungking to contact some Chinese 
communist agents through whom we could approach their headquarters In the 
north. 


The plan was to proceed to Manchuria and be there when thfe end of war comes. 


so that we may be within Soviet sphere after the surrender of the Japanese That 
the Soviet will not remain an ally of England after the war was foreseen and we felt 
we could receive support and cooperation of the Soviets in our flrture efforts. 

Netaji, agreeing to my proposal, issued orders that Major General Chaterjee and 
myself proceed to Vietnam to re-organise the Indian Independence League and 
publicity there, t was asked to take charge of the north part of the Vietnam, above ^ 
16 parallel, and Chatterjee was given the Southern part with Saigon as his 
headquarters, f reached Saigon towards the end of Jufy, 1945, and within a week 
established contact with Dr Ho Chi Min and through his agency I sent two of my 
trusted men to Chungking. . „ . 

War came to an end on 15th August. A special messenger from Netaji came lo 
see me on 16th from Bangkok with a letter from him asking me to get ready lo 
secure transport from the Japanese and to leave for Manchuria, and to meet him 
there. He suggested that although Soviet had declared war against the Japanese, il 
would be desirable to be arrested by the Soviet authorities in Manchuria because 
we could later negotiate with them and might persuade them to accept us as their 
friends and not enemies. This was the last time I heard from Netaji. 
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Q n J Bt h A u gust 1945, at about 5 pm major General Chsttert e e. Coi Gutzaro Sing h, 
^Qj-^- ntc,rn Mr Thiv y and Mr Abid Hassa n arrived Jr cm Saigon and gave me 

th e message that Netaji had left for the no rth. (Towards Manchuria) Being aware of 
the plan, I was already negotiating wit iTt he Japanese to take me to Tokyo. I 
thought of proceeding to Manchuria from Tokyo on my own. While the newcomers 
were sitting in my living room, radio announced of the air crash in Taihoku 
(Formosa) and of the death of Netaji. 


Port of Soain 



Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/Vol.X 


Dear \J 



January 30, 2004 


This is further to my letter of January 16, 2004 regarding 
assistance sought by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
(JMCI) to obtain documents from Taiwan for the purpose of its inquiry. 


2. In one of its recent letters, the JMCI has conveyed that during its 
last visit to Japan, it had examined one Dr. Taneyoshi Yoshimi as a 
witness. Dr. Yoshimi was the applicant who is said to have applied to the 
Taiwan Military authority for the cremation permit for the deceased 
Subhas Chandra Bose. As the Commission presumed that the original 
document on the cremation would still be in existence, it requested MEA 
to take up the matter with the Government of Japan and persuade it to 
get from the Government of Taiwan the original Register of Cremation 
Permits for the period from 18.8.1945 to 21.8.1945 and the Original 
Application for Cremation Permit filed on 18.8.45 in the name of 
Chandra Bose. 


3. Our Mission in Tokyo was requested to do the needful in this 
regard. After repeated reminders and follow-up by our Mission in Tokyo, 
the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs finally conveyed in September 
2003 that they have not been able to trace the documents sought by the 
JMCI. The JMCI has now once again requested this Ministry ‘to persuade 
the Government of Japan to get from the Government of Taiwan all the 
documents asked for. 


<■/ 
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5. We would be grateful to have your views on the possibilities of 
locating the aforementioned documents and other related information 
from Taiwan. 




Yours sincerely, 


(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri Vijay Gokhale 
Director General 
India-Taipei Association 
Taipei 



Phone: 
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JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 
For hiOU’Rv lure the A!.lf.Ci£d Disappearance o? 
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I i A Mirzn (ihalih Street, Koikata 70 ^ 
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REGISTERED WITH A/p. ^ ) 

No JMCl/CPDC/ 2002 / 86 / 338 . Koikata. dated, 24 . 11 . 03 . 


e-mail : jintirtscFa cii!. .Vvsnl.mrt.in 
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From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary 


m 


TO 


Shri Vi jay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) , 
Ministry of External Affairs* 
Government of India* 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 


Pi Af 


Sir, 


C 






"VaTJn 





I am directed to refer to the Commissj^oft* s i > 

letter No. jtfci/CPDC/2002/432 dated 27.11^002 and the i <ju 
reply thereto in the d.o. letter No. 25/4/NGO/Vol .IX ^ \[{ r » 

dated September 23, 2003 of the Director (CNV), Ministry ' ^ 



of External Affairs, Government of India, wherewith she 
has forwarded a copy of the letter dated September 10,2003^ h 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan which states l 
inter alia : " We have tried our best to find out in our 
old files a copy of the document (relating "Cremation 
Permit") required by Justice Mukherjee. However, we are 
not able to find it so far". 

I am directed to request again that the Ministry 
of External Affairs, Government of India, may kindly 
persuade the Government of Japan to get from the Government 
of Taiwan all the documents asked for in the penultimate 



para of the Commission’s said letter dated 27.11.02 
(copy enclosed), keeping in view the facts and circumstances 
stated in that letter of the Commission as also the 
contents of paras 2 & 3 of the above-mentiondA. letter 
dated 10.09.03 of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Government of Japan, so that the Commission may have 
access to those relevant documents as quickly as possible. 

Enclo : As stated above. 



Yours 


(P. k. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


«o A CD\ He j p 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Phone: 


lax ; 

00914)33-252-27 G5 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


No. JMCI/CPDC/2002/432 


f 
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Chairman « 252-2835 

Secretary - 252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2765 
Office - 252 - 2766 / 6 8 

e-mail : 

jmcinscb^cal.3. vsnl.net in 


November 27, 2002 


From : Shri P.K. Scngupta, 
Secretary. 


To 

The Secretary 

Ministry of External Affairs 
Government of India 
South Block 
New Delhi-110001. 



Sir, 


Sub: Alleged Cremation Permit in respect of Netaii Subhas Chandra Bose. 

1 am directed to say that till now the Commission has not come across any 
authentic contemporary' death certificate or cremation certificate or cremation permit 
issued by any competent authority in respect of the alleged death of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in the alleged plane crash at Taihoku on 18.8.45. What the Commission has 
received from your end till date is a copy of a letter dated 24.7.56 of Hisaji Hattori, Chief 
of 4 th Section, Asian Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Govt, of Japan, 
addressed to Mr. A.K.Dar, the then First Secretary, Embassy of India, Tokyo and its 
enclosure which is a certified copy dt. 14.7.56 of an extract from the original document 
on cremation permit in the name of one Ichiro Okura described in this certificate as a 
“Non-regular staff member of^rmy forces”. In his aforesaid letter dt. 24.7.56, Mr. Hisaji 
Hattori stated “ it is believed that this cremation permit of Ichiro Okura must correspond 
to the case for late Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose According to him, the death of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose was kept strictly confidential at that time and it was believed that 
the cremation permit in the name of Ichiro Okura “ must correspond to the case for late 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose”. The name of the applicant for the cremation permit has been 
shown in the certified copy as Taneyoshi Yoshimi. In his aforesaid letter dated 24.7.56 
Mr. Hisaji Hattori further stated that the applicant for the cremation permit was 
Taneyoshi Yoshimi (A copy of this letter with a copy of its enclosure is enclosed). 


During its recent visit to Japan, the Commission examined Dr. Taneyoshi 
Yoshimi on oath as a witness and his deposition was recorded. He stated before the 
Commission that he applied to the Taiwan Military authority for cremation permit for the 
deceased Chandra Bose and attached with the application the death certificate issued by 
him in the name of Chandra Bose. He categorically stated that he signed the death 
certificate of the deceased Chandra Bose and that he had no occasion to apply for a 
cremation permit in the name of Ichiro Okura. He went to the extent of stating that he 


V* 



did not even know Ichiro Okura. I am directed to say that, in view of these clear 
statements of Taneyoshi Yoshimi, the cremation permit in the name of Ichiro Okura, 
cannot, by any stretch of imagination, relates to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. According 
to Dr Yoshimi, Chandra Bose, as Subhas Chandra Bose was known to the Japanese, 
was brought to the hospital on 18.8.1945 and he died in the same night, but in the 
cremation permit in the name of Ichiro Okura the date of death has been shown as 
19.8.1945. 


1 am further directed to say that sifting and examining other materials already in 
the possession of the Commission, the Commission has come across some materials 
which make the Commission loath to accept the aforesaid claim of Mr. Hattori. 

While going through the files and records of British Library, London, the 
Commission came across a copy of a telegram from the United Kingdom Commission, 
Japan, sent to the Security Services on 29.7.46. Enclosing a copy of the telegram, I am 
directed to invite your notice to para 1 and para 2(b) of the telegram. In para 1 it was 
clearly stated that the alleged death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose took place sometime 
between 1900 and 2000 hours (local time) on August 18, 1945, while in the cremation 
permit in the name of Ichiro Okura the date of death, as already mentioned, has been 
shown as August 19, 1945. 

Again, from the para 2 (b) it appears that one Second Lieutenant Mr. Tsuruta, M.O. 
attended to Subhas Chandra Bose and was with him from the time he was brought into 
hospital until his death about 4 Hours later and that Dr. Tsuruta issued death certificate 
in the same evening and saw the body put in the coffin. There is no mention of Dr. 
Taneyoshi Yoshimi in this telegram. 


From the aforesaid materials before the Commission, it seems that one death 
certificate in the name of Chandra Bose or Subhas Chandra Bose was issued on 18.8.1945. 
From the certified copy of extract from the original document on cremation permit in 
filename of Ichiro Okura it appears further that the certified copy of extract of the 
original document was issued on July 14, 1956. It, therefore, follows that the original 
document on cremation was in existence on July 14, 1956 i.e^long after the end of the 2 nd 
World War. If that be so, it can perhaps be presumed that the document is still in 
existence. If the original document and cremation permit along with the original 
application for cremation permit filed on 18.8.45 and the death certificate issued on 
18.8.45 are made available for inspection of the Commission, it is hoped that those 
documents would show actually who was the deceased in respect of whom death 
certificate was issued by Dr. Tsuruta or Dr. Taneyoshi Yoshimi, application for 
cremation permit was filed and cremation permit was issued. There cannot be any 
gainsaying that these documents are the best evidence on the issue of the alleged death of 
Netaji as a result of an alleged piane crash at Taihoku on 18.8.45. 

1 am, therefore, directed to request you to kindly take up the matter with the 
Government of Japan and impress upon them the importance of the aforesaid documents 
for the purpose of solving for all time to come the mystery shrouding the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The Government of Japan may be 
persuaded to get from the Government of Taiwan the original register of cremation 
permits for the period from 18.8. 1945 to 21.8.1945, the original application for cremation 
permit allegedly filed on IS. 8. 45 in the name of Chandra Bose or Subhas Chandra Bose, 
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original application for cremation permit, if any, filed on 18.8.45 or 19.8.45 in the name 
of Ichiro Okura, the original death certificate allegedly issued in the name of Subhas 
Chandra Bose and the original death certificate, if any, in the name of Ichiro Okura sq. 
that the Commission may have access to these documents. 

An early action will be highly appreciated. 




Enel: Three sheets 



(P.K. Sengupa) 
Secretary 


JMCi/CPDC/2002/432 /1(1) 


November 27, 2002 


Copy alongvvith a copy each of the enclosures is forwarded to Sri L.C.Goyale, Joint 
Secretary (IS), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, North Block, New Delhi- 
110001, for information and necessary action. 



(P.K. Sengupa) 
Secretary' 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 



Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 
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D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/ Vol.IX 


Dear Shri Sengupta, 



September 23, 2003 


This is with reference to your letter no. JMCI/CPDC/ 2002/432, 
dated November 27, 2002 requesting for obtaining original documents 
relating to the alleged cremation of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, from 
the Government of Japan. We have received a response in this regard 
from our Mission in Tokyo. 

2. After repeated reminders and follow-up by our Mission in Tokyo, 
the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs has responded in the matter 
through a written communication, conveying that they have not been 
able to trace the document (Cremation Permit) sought by the JMCI. A 
copy of the communication received from the Government of Japan in 
this connection is enclosed for the information of the Commission. 




Yours sincerely, 



To 

Shri P.K. Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’Block (Third Floor), 

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 






' 1 Biren Nanda 
* j? Deputy Chief of Mission 


No.TOK/1 02/02/03 

Dear • 
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RESTRICTED 



Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 
Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : 03 (3262) 2391 
Fax : 03 (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp@gol.com 



September 1 1 , 2003 




This refers to your D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.VIII dated January 1, 2003 
enclosing a letter No.JMCI/CPDC/2002/432 dated November 27, 2002 from 
the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry. The letter from the Hon’ble 
Commission had directed the Embassy to get in touch with the Government of 
Japan and request for documents in original relating to the alleged cremation of 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. After repeated reminders for many months we 
have finally obtained a communication in writing from the Southwest Asia 
Division of the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs conveying that they could 
not trace the document (Cremation Permit) sought by the Hon’ble 
Commission. A copy of the letter received from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Government of Japan is placed below for onward transmission to 
the Hon’ble Commission. 


tt 1 ^* 4 . 



Youre sincerely, 


Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 

Enel: As above. 



Copy forwarded to Shri Ashok K. Kantha, JS(EA), MEA, New Delhi. 


Fax:03-6402-2483 


20034 9fl10B(#) 18:09 


P. 01/01 


ntmssryrn 



X j 1 J 

\ 

* 

f/7 by 

1 // 

10th September 2003 

Mr, Ramesh Chander 



Counsellor (Pol&Cons) 

La)' 


Embassy of India, Tokyo 


• 


r * - • . . 

Dear Mr. Chander, • . . 

# l . * ‘ i 

. * * / 

With reference to your letter dated 31 July 2003,. I would like to inform you, 
present state as follows, 

•>. We have tried our best to find out in our old files a copy of the, document 
(relating "Cremation Permit") required by Justice Mukherjee; However* we are not 
able to find it so far. You may understand how difficult it is to find out nearly half a 
century old documents. .. 

If Justice Mukherjee has further specific enquiry, please let us know. We will try 
our best to cooperate for his effort. 

Please convey my best regards to Justice Mukerjee. 


Sincerely yours, 



T^a 

Deputy Director 
Southwest Asia Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 







Biren Nanda 
eputy Chief of Mission 

No.TOK/1 02/02/03 

Dear 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 

Telex : 2324886 INDEMB J 
Phone : (03) (3262) 2391 to 97 
Fax : (03) (3234) 4866 
E-Mail : indembjp0gol.com 

January 14, 2004 


This refers to Foreign Secretary’s letter No.l0565/FS/01 dated 
September 11, 2001 regarding the request to make available to the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry all records and documents both open and 
classified relating to Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of Japan has in 
response to the request of the Hon’ble Commission forwarded three documents. 
These documents along with their translations marked SI. No.l, 2 and 3 in the 
top right-hand comer of the Japanese text and its English translation, the 
covering Note Verbale received from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Government of Japan and a translation thereof are forwarded for onward 
transmission to the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry. 




(\ ft 


Yours sincerely. 



(Biren Nanda) 


Smt. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 



Translation 


/L> 



MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
TOKYO, JAPAN 


NO. 48/ASW 


NOTE VERBALE 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of India and, with reference to 
the latter's Note No. 312/2003 dated August 20, 2003, 
regarding the inquiry of Subash Chandra Bose, has the honor 
to provide following documents for the latter's reference: 

1 . A copy of a Note Verbale delivered from the 
Government of Japan to the General Headquarters for 
the Allied Powers in September 1945. 

2. A copy of a internal document (both Japanese and 
English) prepared by the Japanese Government, on the 
occasion of Shah Nawaz Khan's visit to Japan, in 1956. 

3 . A copy of a internal document on records of an 
interview with Doctor Tsuruta in December 1955. 


Tokyo, January 8, 2004. 
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sssmtcBV 

m,m um mm 

st&vtust Mcme mm 

Forward Echelon 

30 An®* 45 


Subject; Reported Death of C8&1ERA BOSK 


& e of s, c- 2 , 

A'FTAC (2) 

Cetar to ; 

QS(Int) 

Adv U5Q 


1* GBQ IESDIA is vitally interested in obtsLoinj? 

confirmation of tbs reported death of fStiSEEA BOSE in 
TOKYO as the result of a© air crash. BOSE’e adjntant, 
FABTR 4® -&AJ&CK , is stated to have bees injured in the 
crash m& to be in hospital. 

2 * It would be appreciated If enquiries could be 

made as to the veracity of the reports. 

3 * If the report about HASIR-3Ti-?U221t< is tea©* 

<BJC IME3IA wish to Snow whether he could be flown to I 1 S>IA. 
for interrogation. 


for General 

Ceaasander Allied land Forces 


/ 

Copy 


Frca the Japan© so 


Covorsneat to 


the General i^dtjuarters 


for the Allied Powers 


C.L.C, - M* Kb. 12. 

The Japanese Cover ament lias received the cosraualcatioa 
tranaaitted through the 5.H.Q. Totobasa Cmaitte© that the Ger.ara.1 
• Headquarters for the Allied Fewer a was requested by the Header ar tors 
of Adsdral Iksuatbatten to sake inquiries with a view to coiifir^dag 
the death of Sabas Chandra Bose. Feuding the compilation of 
eojapleto data, it is considered desirable to suisait ad laterta a. 
report "based upon iitforwiticn co fas’ available . 


Data relating to the Death of 
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ground the propeller of the left side engine fell apart. The 
plane, shaking violently right and left, listed to iha left and 
crashed against the acusad at the and of the airfield. Hr© broke 
out instantly at both front and roar of the plane. 

Bose, drenched in gagoil n a and covered -with flaae, esaraj ad 
front & feel© on the left side and toward the front of the fu silage* 

Kls aide B. It. also crawled out of the mchiro, and endeavored to 
©riic.gui.ah the fire on Bose, who bow over had been severely feurood, 
fceslde being injured at several places, including two or three ewts 
in the neck. Ten minutes after the accident, he was taken to the 
Array Hospital in Taihokn , and received treatment at 15?00 ©* clock, 

Ms death case at 21*00 o’clock. Bis aide H. H, was also burned 
on neck, right cheek, both arras and right log.’ 

Lieutenant General £hl&el net an Instantaneous death inside the plane, 
(Two others died likewise) , 

5» disposition of the resains of Bose* 

August 20, placed in ft coffin. 

” 22 Cremation. 

s 23, Funeral at the Hsfci Semgacjl Teraple, Taihoku, 

IX BaMUer Eahsean Aida de C«rap 

H. B, arrived in Tofsyc on September 1 , and is under radical 



tra&teeni. 


Central Liaison Office 
September 19, 1945 


Supresne Cottiander 
For the Allied Fewer s 


I have tfco honor to refer to C.L.O. - M* lie. 12 
concerning the death, of Hr, Subhas Chandra Bose and 
correct the date of Ms death which wa® erronocy.Ely 
reported in the above note, .tasaely, °0n August 16* 
under T~(A) “Ciraamsiancss surrounding the accident” 


in the note under reference should read *0 H August IS - *, 


Katsue S&asaM 

Director General 
Central Liaison Office 


Investigation on the cause of death and 





other natters of the late Subha s Chandra Bose. 


Regarding the cause of death of the late Subha 3 Chandra 

# 

Bose and articles left by him, inquiries were made of the 

# 

following persons who are considered to have had some relations 
with the matter. 


Name 

Occupation at that time 

Hr. T, Hachiya 

* 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to Provisional 
Government of Free India. 

Mr. S. Nonogaki 

Lieut . -Colonel , Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Air Forces in Java. 

Mr. T. Yoshind 

Surgeon Captain, Head, Hannon 

Branch of Taipei Army Hospital. 

Hr. T. Tsuruta 

/ 

Army surgeon of the above Hospital. 

# 

Mr. K. Aral 

Captain, Headquarters, Tsukasa 

Air Corps. 

Hr. M. Takakura 

Lieut. -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Imperial Headquarters. 

Mr. M, Sbibuya 

Lieut. -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Army Forces in Formosa. 

Mr. T. Sakai 

lieu t. -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Army Forces in Burma. 

Mr. X. Sakai 

Major, Battalion Comnmnder, 

Taipei Military Air Port. 

Mr. M. Kinoshita 

Major, Imperial Headquarters. 


/ 



Mr. M. Nakamura Captain’, Taipei Military Air Port. 

Mr. H, Hasegava Sublieutenant, Imperial Headquarters. 

Mr. T, Hayashida Sublieutenant, Headquarters, 

Army Forces in Formosa. 


An outline of the result of the 

} 

1. Movements of Mr. Bose 

investigations is as follows: 

August lt> 

8 a,m. 

left Bangkok 

ii 

11 a.m. 

arrived at Saigon 

, h 

5 p.m. 

left Saigon 

i 

t» 

7*30 p,m. 

arrived at Tour&ne 

August 18, 

7 a.m. 

left Tourane 

»t 

0.30 p.m. 

arrived at Taipei 

it 

\ 

1.50 p.m. 

left Taipei 

Immediately after taking off, the airplane in which 

he rode fell to the ground, and he vas wounded. 

% 

August IS, 

about 3,00 p. 

ja. he entered the Hannon 
Branch of Taipei Army 
Hospital. 

n 

7.00 p, 

• 

,m. he died. 


August 22, he vas cremated (at the Taipei Municipal 

crematorium) 

August 23 > his funeral ceremony vas held 

(at the Taipei Nishi- 
Honganji Temple) 


/ 


Hr, Bose, accompanied by Adjutant Bahrain., left Saigon on 
August 17 on board a liaison airplane (heavy bomber, twine- , . 

1 ■ i ; 

• /’ 

engined, Type 11 remodelled 97), and arrived at Taipei air -port 

t. 

a little past^noon on the next day. 

The airplane, first scheduled to land at Heito air-port, 
Taiwan (Formosa), changed the plan on the way for flying to 

' i> ‘ - 

Taipei directly, as both the weather and engines had been found 
to be in good condition, and extended its flight to Taipei with- 
out any notice there beforehand. 

The airplane left Taipei air-port before 2 p.m, after refuel- 
ing and lunching. 

At the moment when the pitch of the propellers was changed 
after the plane had taken off and risen about 20 metres above 
the ground, one petal of the three -petaled. propeller of the left 
wing was suddenly broken, and the engine fell off. The airplane , 
subsequently imbalanced, crashed into ballast piles, beside the 
strip of the air-port, for repairing bombed holes (References 
Annex I), and was wrapped in flames in a moment. 

Immediately after the planed fall, the passengers on board 
escaped from it, but, as the persons in the front deck (References 
Annex II ) were soaked with gasoline in auxiliary tanks all over 
their bodies, they suffered serious burns; Lieut. -General Shidei 
and other two men died within the plane. 
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Mr. Bose, 
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Mr. Bose, wrapped up in flames, got off the plane} Adjutant 
at Bahain and other passengers exerted themselves to take his clothes 
off, but as his thick sweater for cold weather was permeated with 
gasoline, his whole body was seriously wounded by burns. 

Mr. Bose, wholly unclothed, was sent to the Namn on Branch 
of Taipei Amy Hospital accompanied by Adjutant Bahain, Staff- 
Officer Nonogaki, and other persons. He was diagnosed by the 
Head of the Hospital Yoshjmi, and Military-Surgeon Tsuruta (surgical 
treatment was mainly done by Military-Surgeon Tsuruta, a surgical 
expert) . 

At the commencement of the treatment, Mr. Bose said that 

4ft 

other persons might as well be treated first and he would be 
treated last, hit the treatment was commenced with him. 

His conditions: Hla whole body suffered serious burns 2° and 

y° (2° ■ dropsical swellings appear on the 

• • V , 

skin; 3° ■ skin is carbonized), and had a 
colour of oxidized silver caused from burns 
and sores. His face unusually swollen, but 
his consciousness was dear, 

A considerable quantity of Ringer's solution was Instantly 
Injected) wounds and burns were treated) and after the injections 
of Sulfa -drugs, he was swathed from top to toe, and brought to a 
side-room. (Reference: Annex III). 
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Mr, Bose, thinking he could not live, asked Military -Surgeon 
Tsuruta to attend on him all night, so Tsuruta continued to sit 
beside the sick-bed, 

Until about 7 p.m. he kept clear consciousness, and had talks 
with Adjutant Rahmin, tut suddenly his consciousness was lost, and 
his heart ceased to move. In spite of several injections of heart 
stimulant and artificial aspiration, he could not revive, 

By his side were Military-Surgeon Tsuruta, Colonel Rahmin, 
Interpreter Nakamura and a gendarme (as a guard) at the moment of 
his death. (References Annex IV) 

2, Disposition of his remains and articles left by him, 

(1) Major Sakai, Ex-Battalion Commander of Taipei 
Air-port, ordered 20 odd soldiers under his command and 

/ 

gendarmes to collect baggage of the passengers of the wrecked 
plane on the afternoon of August 18, 

At this search, things considered to have 
belonged to Mr, Bose were put into a 18-litre‘s petroleum can, 
which was sealed in the presence of the commander and gendarme 
on duty and brought to the Taiwan (Formosa) Army Headquarters, 

(2) At the Headquarters, Lieut, -Colonel Shibuya, 
an aerial chief, received it and put it 3:.i a rooden box. 


/ 
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The box was sealed once again and kept safely, 
and was sent, together with Hr. Bose's remains, to Tokyo 
under the care of Adjutant Rahmin and Lieut, -Colonel Sakai, 
ex-staff officer of the Army in Burma district, who left 
Taipei on September 5* 

(3) As Colonel Rahmin and Lieut. -Colonel Sakai were 

* 

somewhat disabled due to wounds, the custody of the box was 
entrusted to Sublieutenant fiayashdda, a fellow-traveller, 
on the way. 

After arriving at Fukuoka, Ideut , -Colonel Sakai 
took charge of the transport of the box under the guard of 
three soldiers dispatched from the Army of the Western 
District. 

The group went up to Tokyo by train, and on 
September 7, 11:00 p.m, the box was handed to Major 
Kinoshita, commanding officer of the week, Imperial Head- 
quarters. 

(4) The box was transferred to Lieut. -Colonel Takakura, 
staff -of fleer, Imperial Headquarters, about 8 aja* on the 
following day. 

( 5 ) The remains of Mr. Bose were handed to Mr, Ayyar, 
and the articles left by Mr. Bose to Mr, Kurti, respectively, 
from Lieut. -Colonel Takakura a few minutes past noon on 

/the same day at the entrance of the Imperial Headquarters. 
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It is additionally stated that, according to the man who 
then commanded his subordinates at the air -port in collecting 
the articles, the can was 90 per cent filled, the contents of 
which were decora tion-liko metals, chain-like metals, ring-like 
metals and spurs, but, as those things had been burnt at the 

* l 

accident, none of them were clearly identified . 

Other than the personnel working at the air-port at that time, 
no one knew anything about the contents, because the box was 
strictly sealed. 
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Sketch-map of the Air Port. 
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— Crew (equipment) 

— Crew, died on the spot 


Captain Aral 
Major Taka hash! 

Lieut. -Colonel Nonogaki 
(head of the plane) 
Adjutant Rafandn 

Mr, Bose 

Major Kono (pilot) 

Warrant-officer Aoyagi 
(assistant pilot) 
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Major Takizawa (Chief pilot), died on the spot 
Ideutr-General Sbidei, died on the spot 


Auxiliary tanks 


Dorsal turret 

Lieut. -Colonel Sakai 


Propeller caused the accident 

Radix pe. >tor 


Sketch of the Nammon Branch of Taipei Army Hospital 
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j Guard -house 


Entrance 



(This sketch was drawn on December 13, 1955, 
according to the memory of Mr. Tsuruta, then 
Amy Surgeon of the Amy Hospital.) 
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Entrance 


Corridor 


Sketch of the room where Mr. Bose died 


Treatment room 


Military Police (as a guard) 
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Mr. Bose. 
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_ Adjutant Rahmin sitting 
on the chair. 

Partition with screens 
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Interpreter, Amy Surgeon, Tsuruta 
Nakamura 


(This sketch was drawn according to the memory 
of Mr, Tsuruta) 
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Investigation on the cause of the death of Chandra Bose 






On December 13, 1955, Mr. Tsuruta was interviewed on the cause of the 
death of the late Subhas Chandra Bose. Mr. Tsuruta, a former Amy 
Surgeon, treated Mr. Bose at the Nanmon Branch of Taipei Army 
Hospital till the moment of his death from the time when he was injured 
at the Taipei Airport. (Mr. Tsuruta’s present address is;- 1-6, Sakaecho, 
Tsu, Mie-Prefecture. He is the Head of the Orthopedic Department of the 
Hospital affiliated with Prefectural Medical College.) Before the 
interview, a brief explanation was given to him about the reason why the 
Government needs to conduct investigation on the matter. Mr. Tsuruta 
made a statement mentioned in a paper attached herewith. (Information 
on the matter which the Ministry of Foreign Affairs gained was not 
furnished him beforehand so that he will not have a preconceived idea 
about the matter.) 

(By Yoshida, official, the 4 th Division of the Asian Affairs Bureau) 
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^ The gist of a statement by Tsuruta, the former Army Surgeon, 
concerning the process of the death of the Late Subhas Chandra Bose 
at the Manmon Branch of Taipei Army Hospital 
(December 13, 1955) 

Forgive me for fading my memories of the matter with the passage of 
time. 

After 3 o’clock or around 4 o’clock on 18 th of August, the injured were 
brought to a hospital from the Matsuyama Airport. (Usually, after an 
advance notice is given, the injured are taken to the hospital. I was not 
informed anything about it beforehand.) 

I cannot say exactly how they were taken to the hospital as I was in the 
hospital building at a time of their arrival. I think they were taken by 
cars, lying on stretchers. More than ten persons were taken to the 
hospital, including Mr. Bose, Adjutant Rahman, several Staff Officers of 
the Japanese Army, Cap. Jvusaburo Aovagi ("Warrant Officer) and Vice 
Cap. Seisaku Ishida ("Sergeant Major), 

At first, I could not identify a person as Mr. Bose. First, the Adjutant 
wearing an INA collar badge said in halting Japanese, “His Excellency 
Mr. Bose water water.” However, I still could not recognize him as Mr. 
Bose. A Japanese Staff Officer of the Army, who was standing beside 
me, said, “Please do not ask me a name of an Indian person.” He 
whispered, “This is Chandra Bose.” Then I acknowledged that he was 
Mr. Bose for the first time. Mr. Bose asked for a pillow, saying in 
English “Pillow Pillow.” When I was about to commence the treatment, 
Mr. Bose said in English, “Treat other persons first. I would be treated 
last after completing the treatments of other persons.” (Although I do not 
speak English well, I can listen to English. I was strongly moved by such 
an attitude of Mr. Bose. Usually, when a large number of the injured are 
taken to a hospital at one time, it makes a rule that the treatment is 
commenced with the most severely injured first, without making close 
examinations of each person.) 

Mr. Bose’s whole body suffered bums 2 degree and 3 degree. I thought 
he has little chance to live when I saw him first. (In 2 degree, dropsical 
swellings appear on the skin, while at 3 decree, skin is carbonized.) His 
conscious was very clear. Many others were wounded by bums. I 
remember that Adjutant Rahman was wounded by bums in his both hands 
and a cut on his forehead, (which was deep enough to reach to the 
periosteum.) I commenced the treatment immediately. ( A place of the 
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treatment is drawn in a sketch.) A considerable quantity of Ringer’s 
solution was injected to Mr. Bose. (Water was not given to him. In such 
a case, usually, Ringer’s solution is injected without giving water. ) 
While having a meal after completing the treatments with Mr. Bose and 
other persons, Mr. Nakamura, an interpreter who was living in Taipei not 
as a military man but as a civilian, came to see me, carrying a message of 
Mr. Bose who was reportedly to said, “I think I cannot live. Please ask 
Mr. Tsuruta to attend on me all night.” So I attended on Mr. Bose 
immediately. 

He passed away after 7 o’clock, if I remember right. He kept clear 
consciousness and had talks with Colonel Rahman but suddenly his 
consciousness was lost, and his heart ceased to move. In spite of several 
injections of heart stimulant and artificial aspiration, he could not revive. 

I remember it very clearly that when he died it was still light outside 
windows. I am sure it was not late at night. ( I cannot absolutely accept a 
theory that he died at 1 1 o’clock. After his death, formalin was injected 
into his body as mentioned below. Although, the injection was a time 
consuming work, I have a clear memory that I completed it before 12 
o’clock. If he had died at 11 o’clock, the work could not have completed 
before 12 o’clock.) His death was not announced on that day. (The 
newspaper in Taipei carried a small article on an accident at the 
Matsuyama Airport several days later.) An official statement or an 
official report might have said that his death came at 9 o’clock. 
However, in actuality, as mentioned before his death came earlier than 
that time. When he died, it was still light outside. (A time of death of a 
critically ill patient tends to be reported a bit later than the actual time of 
his death. It is a matter of merit of a hospital.) 

By his side were myself, Colonel Rahman, interpreter Nakamuta and an 
military police at the moment of his death (as shown in a sketch.) I do 
not remember clearly whether Army Surgeon Yoshimi was there or not at 
that time as I was absolutely preoccupied with the treatment. At a time of 
artificial aspiration, he might have been there. It is for certain that he was 
at present when formalin was injected. (As Army Surgeon Yoshimi was 
preoccupied with a liaisons with the Army Headquarters at a time when 
such an accident occurred, I bore the responsible for the treatments.) 

Following death of Mr. Bose, under instructions from the Army 
Headquarters to give treatment to prevent the body from decaying so that 
they can send the body to Tokyo, I injected formalin into the artery. 
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I was not there when the body was placed in a coffin. Several days later 
when I was walking on a corridor, I found the coffin in a special room. 
Fruits such as bananas were offered on the coffin. I wondered what time 
the body would be sent. I have a memory that the body was cremated 
several days after the death. It is absolutely not true that the body was 
cremated on the following day of his death. Several days after the death 
of Mr. Bose, at the Army Headquarters’ sudden request to write a death 
certificate, I issued it in my name. “The change in circumstances does 
not allow us to send the body to Tokyo. A decision was taken suddenly 
to cremate the body at Taipei. We request you to write a death certificate 
for the purpose of cremation,” said the Army Headquarters. Being 
concerned that if identification of the body had been found out as Mr. 
Bose, it would have turned out bad, the Army Headquarters told me not 
to write Mr. Bose’s name in a death certificate. I gave a false Japanese 
name of ‘Hachiro Ohkura,’ after ‘Kihachiro Ohkura. 

I wrote only one death certificate without making any copy. (When a 
death certificate is issued, usually, more than one certificate are issued.) 
The death certificate might have been presented to the crematorium. 
Soon after I wrote a death certificate, the body was taken out from the 
hospital by track. It was in the afternoon as the sun was still shining. 

Colonel Rahman kept clear consciousness from the very beginning. As 
mentioned before, upon arriving at the hospital, he said, “His Excellency 
Mr. Bose water.” Colonel Rahman was by the side of Mr. Bose, sitting 
in a chair at the moment of his death. Colonel Rahman had never fallen 
into a coma. As Colonel Rahman was not seriously injured, he was 
transferred to an army hospital in Hokuto several days after he received 
injury. There was a reason why the authorities were not able to keep him 
at the Nanmon Branch of the Army Hospital. 

American and British war prisoners were imprisoned in a prisoners’ camp 
in Maruyama in Taipei. Several days after the Bose incident, a US 
military plane dropped comfort articles in the camp, using parachutes. 
However, parachutes did not flare as the plane flew at a low altitude. 
Comfort articles reached the ground, breaking through rooves of 
buildings in the camp. The accident caused many casualties. Wounded 
war prisoners were admitted to the hospital, making it difficulty to hide 
Colonel Rahman. He was transferred to a hospital in Hokuto. (We had 
hided him carefully for one or two days.) By the time when he was 
transferred to Hokuto, the Colonel has recovered fairly well. 


4 


^ Among petty workers of the hospital, there was a rumour flying about 
that Mr. Bose was deliberately killed. I had head of it but had no such an 
idea at all. One of Staff Officers of the Japanese Army, who was in the 
same plane with Mr. Bose, said “If this plane had arrived in Japan safely, 
we could not have continued war.” I saw him expressing regret at the 
death of Mr. Bose. The murder theory is totally out of consideration, 
taking into consideration staff officers of the Army were in a state of 
confusion. 
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Sketch of the Nanmon Branch of the Army Hospital 

This sketch was made on December 13, 1955, according to the memory 

of Mr. Tsuruta, then Army Surgeon of the Army Hospital. 

When Mr. Bose and the members of his team were taken to the hospital, 
Mr. Bose and Colonel Rahman were lain in beds in a treatment room in 
the centre of the wards. Officers of the Japanese Army were lain in beds 
for the treatments in the next room (which was not occupied of that day.) 
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Sketch of the room where Mr. Bose died 



(This sketch was drawn on December 13, 1955, according to the memory 
of Mr. Tsuruta, then Army Surgeon of the Army Hospital. ) 

I do not remember clearly whether a Military Policg was in or out of the 
room. If I remember right, he sat back in a chair outside of the room and 
did not move whoever came to the room. 
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eputy Chief of Mission 
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No.TOK/l 02/02/03 


Dear 


L 


cV. 



Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102-0074 


2324886 INDEMB J 
(03) (3262) 2391 to 97 
(03) (3234) 4866 
indembjp0gol.com 


January 14, 2004 


This refers to Foreign Secretary’s letter No.l0565/FS/01 dated 
September 11, 2001 regarding the request to make available to the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry all records and documents both open and 
classified relating to Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of Japan has in 
response to the request of the Hon’ble Commission forwarded three documents. 
These documents along with their translations marked SI. No.l, 2 and 3 in the 
top right-hand comer of the Japanese text and its English translation, the 
covering Note Verbale received from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Government of Japan and a translation thereof are forwarded for onward 
transmission to the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee Commission of Enquiry. 



Yauijs sincerely. 


(Biren Nanda) 


Sint. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 
Director (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 

Ends: As above. 
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Copy forwarded with enclosures to Shri Ashok K. Kantha, JS (EA), MEA, ^ 


New Delhi. 
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Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 

D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/ 


A 

Dear 



-Vol.X 


*T=#TcTZT f ^ 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


January 20, 2004 


This is further to my letters of even number dated 
December 12, December 29, 2003 and January 12, 2004 in 
response to your OM no. 1/ 12014/3/2003-NCB dated 
December 3, 2003 regarding the publication of a Notice in 
leading newspapers in Singapore, Bangkok and Saigon, as 
requested by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
(JMCI). 


- 


2. Following the publication of the Notice, our Mission in 
Bangkok has received a response from a Bangkok resident 
who has claimed to know some facts about Netaji. A copy of 
the response received by the Mission from this person is 
enclosed for further appropriate action. 


Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 

Shri Rakesh, 

Joint Secretary (IS), 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

New Delhi 


C efpy for information to 


Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry, ‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 11/ A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 
700 087, alongwith a copy of the above-mentioned enclosure. 

Rttchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 
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KB.KAPASI 

168/77 PRESTIGE TOWER 1S-D, SUKHUNIVIT SOI 23 (PRASANMITR) 
KLONGTOEY NUA. WATTANA, BANGKOK- 101 10. 
tel 02 2601240-2 fax. 02 2601229. Email: pacifickk@clickta.com 



FAX MESSAGE 


TO The Embassy of India, Bangkok 

TEL ; 02-258-0300-6 

ATTN 

FAX; KWIISIJ 

FROM. HBKapasi 

FAX : (66 2) 2601229 

PAGES 1 

DATE : 12 January 2004 


Dear Sir. 

SuOiect Netflii Shbhas C banchflJBose 

j refer to your advertisement in Bangkok Post Friday November 28 2003. 1 am sorry for belated reply as 1 
was away to ind»3 m December - whole month 

My father late Mr B AKapasi was supply minister In the Interim cabinet of Netaji Bose, He took active part 
alongside with Netaj* for independence movement in Bangkok. He was imprisoned by British Government when 
Japan was defeated and expired at the very earfy age of 46 years only He was the first President of India - Thai 
Chamber of Commerce ( founder member ). member of Royal Siam Society Rotary international and was leading 
figure of Indian Community m Thailand. As his son, l know aome facts about Netajl and have many photographs of 
INA with us Now coming to your enquiry. I have to reply as under 

1 ) N«ta)l S Bose is dead 

2 ) He died in plane Crash 

3 ) Ashes in the Japanese temple are not of Neiaj* 

I win be pleased To meet the commission when They visit Bangkok 


with regards, 





022621740 EMBASSY OF INDIA 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 
BANGKOK 


16/01/2004 09:42 


No. BAN/POL/1 03/6/03 


Dated January 15, 2004 




From 

Ms. Manju, First Secretary (Pol), Indembassy Bangkok. 

(Tel. No. 00-66 2 2584491 - Fax No. 2584627/2621740) 

To ^ 

Ms, Ruchi Ghanashyam, Director(CNV) Foreign, New Delhi (Fax: 

23792285) 

Rpt. 

; Shri R.K Jha, US(ASEAN), MEA, New Delhi (Fax:23792136) 

No. of pages 

2 


Please refer to this Mission’s fax message of even number dated December 24, 2003 
regarding the Notice by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry relating to the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, which was published in Thailand in the 
Bangkok Post and the Matichon newspapers on November 28, 2003 by this Mission. 


We have received a response to the Notice from Mr H.B. Kapasi, a resident of 
Bangkok, who has stated that he knows some facts about Netaji. The fax message received 
from Mr. Kapasi, which contains his contact address, is enclosed. This may please be 
forwarded to the Justice Mukherjee Commission for further appropriate action. 


With regards, 



I 1a — 4-0 ;Lo ^.aa-nJLOa^waaj % 

'YL • w> 

"* i >w kv — 


(Manju) 

JU] First Secretaiy(Political) 


to 3 ~Hcl 





46, Sukhumvit Soi 23 (Prasammitr), Bangkok 101 10 
Telephone : (662) 258-0300-6 ; Fax : (662) 2584627 and 2621740 
Cable : INDEMBASSY BANGKOK E-mai) indiaemb@rnozart inet.co.th Home Page : www indiaemb.orjh 
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KB.KAPASI 

168/77 PRESTIGE TOWER 15-D, SUKHUMVIT SOI 23 (PRASANMITR) 
KLONGTOEY NUA. WATTANA, BANGKOK- 101 10. 



TEL 02 2601240-2 fax. 02 2601229. Email: pacifickk@clickta.com 


FAX MESSAGE 


TO The Embassy of India, Bangkok 

TEL : 02-258-0300-6 


FAX; W-25MW7 

FROM. HBKapasi 

FAX: (66 2)2601229 

PAGES 1 

DATE : 12 January 2004 


Dear Sir. 

Supiect Notflii Shbhaa C hanchaBose 

i refer to your advertisement « n Bangkok Post Friday November 28 2003. i am sorry for belated reply as 1 
was away to India m December - whole month 

My father late Mr B AKapasi was supply minister in the Interim cabinet of Netaji Bose He took active part 
alongside with Netaji for independence movement In Bangkok He was imprisoned by British Government when 
Japan was defeated and expired at the very earfy age of *6 years only He was the first President of India - Thai 
Chamber of Commerce f founder member ). member of Royal Siam Society Rotary international and was leading 
figure of Indian Community m Thailand As his son, I know aome facta about Netaji and have many photographs of 
INA with us Now coming to your enquiry, I have to reply as under 

1 ) Netaji S Bose Is dead 

2 ) He died in plane Crash 

3 ) Ashes in the Japanese temple are not of Netaji 

I will be pleased To meet the commission whan they visit Bangkok. 


with regards, 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 



For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


Phone: 





‘B’E 

11/AMirzaG 



Chairman - 2252-2835 

Secretary - 2252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 2252-2765 

Office - 2252 - 2766/68 


No. JMCI/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57(i 


January 14, 2004 


From : 


Under Certificate of Posting 


Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 
Officer on Special Duty 


To 


The Joint Secretary (CNV), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Govt, of India, South Block, 

New Delhi- 110001 

Dear Sir, 

I am directed to inform you that the Commission will hold its next sitting on 05.02.2004 and 
if need be, on 06.02.2004 as well, starting at 11.00 AM (on both the days) at the Seminar Hall, 
Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Kolkata-700007, when the 
Commission, besides transacting other business, is likely to examine / further examine the witnesses 
as named below > 

1 . Shri Sugata Bose 
— 2. Shri Swadhin Sanyal 

3. Smt. Jayantee Bhattacharya 

4. Shri Rishi Ranjan Chakraborty 

5. Shri Pabitra Kumar Ghosh 


Yours faithfully. 




(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 


January 14, 2004 


No. JMCI/Meeting-Hearing/99-2000/57(iv)/404 (74)/2 


Copy forwarded to : 

1. Mr. Tarakeswar Pal, Learned Senior Counsel, Government of India, 
33, Asoke Avenue, Kolkata 700040. 

2. Ms. Abha (Datta) Roy, Learned Counsel for the Govt, of West Bengal; 
F-4, Cluster XI, Purbachal Housing, Salt Lake City, Kolkata 700091 


(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 
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.257 4/N 


y 


No.2S/4/NGO-Vol x 
Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO section 


*** 


Subject ; Mass memorandum received by MHA from 
Netaji Probe & Research Foundation (NPRF) seeking 

intervention on issue of Justice Mukherjee Commission 

of Inquiry (JMCI) inquiring into facts and circumstances 

relating to disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


MHA may kindly refer to their U.O. note no. 
Ill/ 1 1014/3/2003-NCB dated 3.12.2003 on the above noted 
subject. 




2. The Ministry of External Affairs has rendered all 
possible assistance to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry [JMCI] and has been in constant touch with the 
Commission on various issues, including obtaining of 
relevant information from various foreign governments 
through the respective Indian Missions. The enclosed note 
contains a summary of the action taken and efforts made by 
the MEA in the pursuance of various matters referred to it 
by the JMCI in the past few years. 


3. It may also be mentioned that the External Affairs 
Minister (EAM) had written to the Home Minister in October 
2003, apprising him of the status of the matter and updatsi^- 
him of the efforts made by the MEA in providing the requisite 
information to the JMCI. 


[Ruchi Ghanashyam] 


Director [CNV] 


Ministry of Home Affairs (Shri Rakesh, Joint Secretary 
(IS) ), North Block, New Delhi 

MEA U.O. no. 25/4/NGO-Vol X dated January 20, 2003 


Is 


01 


SUMMARY OF INFORMATION /ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY 

MBA TO JMCI 


• High Commission of India in London was requested in 
October 2002 to approach British authorities, following 
JMCI's request for assistance in accessing certain 
classified documents pertaining to Netaji that were 
likely to be available with the British Government. 

• The Commission had requested MEA to approach the 
governments of UK, USA, Japan, Taiwan, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam, Germany, Ireland, 
Russia and all the member states of the erstwhile 
USSR, to make available all relevant documents in the 
possession/ under the control of these governments, 
and/or in various archives of those countries. All Indian 
Missions in these countries were requested to seek the 
respective host government's assistance in this regard. 
The Missions were also requested to procure lists of 
archives in their respective jurisdictions so that these 
could be provided to the JMCI. All responses received by 
the Missions from the host governments have been 
periodically forwarded to the JMCI. 

• Indian Embassy in Moscow forwarded a response from 
the Russian Foreign Office, indicating that their 
archives did not have any material on the fate of Netaji. 
This was conveyed to JMCI accordingly. 

• JMCI sought MEA’s assistance in facilitating a visit to 
Taiwan to examine records pertaining to Netaji that 
might be available there. After detailed enquiry, MEA 
informed the Commission that 

(a) No records of the 1945 period are available with the 
airport authorities; 

(b) The Nam Mong Military Hospital no longer existed; 

(c) The erstwhile Municipal Crematorium no longer 
existed nor were any records traceable; 

(d) The Taiwanese authorities were not aware about any 
Bureau of Health & Hygiene and 

(e) Holitu Military Hospital, currently known as the 
National force Beitou Military Hospital, has no records 
older than 1992. 


v. 

JMCI had requested for MEA’s assistance in 
locating/ accessing certain documents relating to Netaji 
in the USA. Archival material obtained by E/I, 
Washington from the MacArthur Memorial Library and 
the Truman Library in the United States have been 
forwarded to the JMCI. 

MEA facilitated JMCI’s visit to Japan in September 
2002 

Indian Mission in Tokyo arranged the JMCI team’s visit 
to the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, where it is believed 
Netaji’s ashes are kept. 

On the directions of the JMCI, Embassy of India, Tokyo 
immediately took steps to obtain expert advice to 
ascertain whether the ashes contained material that 
can be used for DNA testing. 

The Embassy located a Japanese expert- Prof. Momoki 
Hirai of the University of Tokyo, who agreed to do the 
requisite examination on the remains to ascertain 
whether it can be tested for DNA. 

MEA conveyed the particulars of the Japanese expert 
identified by our Mission in Tokyo, to the JMCI. 

In deference to the observations made by Smt. Krishna 
Bose, MP and Chairperson of the Standing Committee 
on External Affairs, the Indian Mission in Tokyo sought 
MEA’s advice on the required parameters for 
identification of a suitable DNA expert and as to 
whether a Japanese and an Indian expert needed to 
work together on the project. 

These issues were conveyed to MHA and advise sought. 
MHA, in response, suggested that MEA depute an 
Indian DNA expert to Japan for examination of the 
remains in association with the identified Japanese 
expert. 

Since the JMCI process fell under the purview of MHA 
and the role of the MEA was limited to being that of a 
facilitator, it was conveyed to MHA that once they had 
taken a decision to subject the remains to DNA testing 
and selected the experts, MEA could thereafter take 
further action in facilitating their visit to Japan for 
liaison with the local government and the Renkoji 
Temple authorities. 


MHA thereafter clarified that the ‘ appointment of 
experts for the purpose of DNA testing is to be done by 

the Justice Mukeriee Commission' . 

Foreign Secretary personally wrote to Smt. Krishna 
Bose in August 2003, apprising her of the status of the 
case. 

The JMCI approached this Ministry through the MHA in 
September 2003, seeking to publish a notice in leading 
English and local language newspapers in Singapore, 
Bangkok and Vietnam for obtaining and extracting 
material evidence relevant to the points of the inquiry. 
Our Missions in Singapore, Bangkok and Vietnam were 
requested to facilitate this request. 

The JMCI Notice was published in all the leading dailies 
in these countries. 

Feedback received from a Singapore national (of Indian 
Origin) following the publication of the Notice has been 
forwarded to the MHA and the JMCI. 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
NCB Section 


Please find enclosed a copy of letter dated 6.11.03 from Sbri 
Debabrata Biswas, MP, Rajya Sabha enclosing a Mass memorandum 
regarding the progress of Inquiry being undertaken by JMCI. 

It is requested that comments of MEA may please be furnished to 
this Ministry so that a suitable reply is sent to the Hon’ble M.P. 



- — (M.S. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER 



Ministry of External Affairs (Shri Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary 
(AMS&CNV), South Block, New Delhi 

MHA U.O.No.III/11014/3/2003-NCB dated 3.12. 2003, 











\ \ 


SeBABRATA BISWAS 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
\ (RAJYA SABHA) 







/ S° 


\ v uA ( ^ 

\V X - website 

5 ' ^ www. forward bloc.org 

V\ Tel. : 3352273 

v \ Tele-Fax : 3714131 

E Mail : biswas d @ sansad.nic.in 
28, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road 
New Delhi-110 001 



Hemanta Basu Bhawan 
49-A&C, Chittaranjan Avenue 
n Calcutta-700 012 

Tel 2373956, 2371943 
Tele-Fax : 2372065 


To 

Shri. L.K. Advani, 

Hon’ble Deputy Prime Minister of India, 
New Delhi. 



6 th November 2003 

Date 



Dear Shri. Advani ji, 

I am encl osing herewith a Mass m emora ndum on behalf of Netaj Probe & Rese arch 
Found ation seeking your immediate i ntervention o n the issue of Justice Mukhe rjee 
Commission currently probing about the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 

iU s ) Bosg - * 

I shall be glad if you kindly expedite the matter and take necessary steps to redress 
the grievances. 

Thanking you. 



(DEBABRATA BISWAS) 


Secretary General 

Netaji Probe & Research Foundation. 


0W 




NETAJI PROBE & RESEARCH FOUNDATION 


v^y 


28, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road 


New Delhi -110 001 


Phone : 23352273, Telefax : 23714131 


• ^ 


MEMORANDUM 


3 rd November 2003 


To 

The Hon’ble Shri. Lai Krishna Advani, 
Deputy Prime Minister of India, 

New Delhi. 


Sir, 


Sub: Mr. Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
appointed by the government of India to enquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaii Subhas Chandra Bose in August, 1945. 


We are deeply appreciative of your decision taken in May, 1999 to appoint the 
above named Commission of Inquiry in response to consistent public demand over 
years and other various factors for the truth about what actually happened to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose after August, 1945. We had also noted with great pleasure 
that you had assured that your government would extend full help and cooperation 
to the said Commission by passing on all information and documents which it has in 
its possession on the subject and also make best efforts to secure such information 
and documents which governments of other countries have on this matter. 

We are constrained to find that for the last four years since the said Commission 
was appointed, various Ministries and /or offices of the government like Ministries of 
Home Affairs, External Affairs, Defence, P.M.O. have not been acting in the spirit of 
the assurance given by yourself. This is evident from the status reports issued 
periodically by Justice M.K. Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. The said 
Commission has been regularly sending reminders to different Ministries/offices of 
the GOI its requirements of relevant files/documents on the relevant subject, which 
are in GOI’s possession as also those requisitioned by affidavits filed different 
deponents before the Commission from time to time. The usual response to such 
requisitions of the different Ministries/offices of the GOI, which are invariably 
delayed, are (i) efforts were still being made to trace such files/documents or (ii) 
they were not traceable or appear to have been destroyed/lost without supporting 
evidence or (iii) files sent after long delay were not complete in all respect. 
Moreover, the Home Ministry of the GOI has decided to withhold a few flies from the 
Commission on the ground that they still consider as top secret and classified as 
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“Disclosure of information contained in those files will affect relations with some 
friendly countries”. Furthermore, the Ministry of External Affairs of the GOI is not 
making sincere efforts to help the Commission to obtain relevant files/information on 
the subject from various foreign governments like U.K., U.S.A., Russian Federation, 
Germany, Japan, Vietnam, Taiwan, etc. For instance, the Commission has been 
informed that the U.K government would not make certain files having relevance to 
the subject before 2020. 


We strongly felt that the people of India have the right to know what actually 
happened to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose after August, 1945 irrespective of the fact 
that disclosure of truth in the matter would affect “relations with some friendly 
countries” or involve some Indian personalities who might have caused some harm 
to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose during any period after August, 1945. 

We, therefore, earnestly request for personal intervention of your high office in the 
matter particularly in respect of the following:- 

(a) Disclosure of all information on the subject in the possession of the GOI 
including information contained in the “classified files" without any further 
delay. 

(b) Serious efforts on the part of the Ministry of External Affairs of the GOI to 
obtain all information/files, which are in the possession of foreign 
governments including files still considered as “classified” at the earnest 
possible time. 

(c) Immediate response to all requests/requisitions of Justice M.K. Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry in respect of various matters connected with its work 
to ensure that the said Commission may issue its report within a reasonable 
time. 


We sincerely trust that our appeal to you will not go in vain. 


Yours faithfully, 

M < 
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Before the Hon’ble Justice Mukheriee Commission of 

Inquiry at Kolkata. 



SUPPLEMENTARY AFFIDAVIT TO THE AFFIDAVIT DATED 13.11.2000 

FILED BY UNION HOME SECRETARY IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 

DIRECTIONS OF JUSTICE MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF 

INQUIRY VIDE THEIR ORDER DATED 25.1.2001. 


• 4* 


affidaHL 

I, Kamal Pande s/o late Dr. Purushottam Pande, Secretary to the Government of 
India in the Ministry of Home Affairs, do hereby solemnly affirm and state as follows:- 
1. The Hon’ble Commission, vide its order dated 25.1.2001, has inter-alia directed 
the Ministry of Home Affairs to file a supplementary affidavit regarding the claim 
of privilege, before the Commission for the following files pertaining to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose:- 

i) Posthumous announcement of award of ‘Bharat Ratna’ to Netaji (File No. 1/27/91- 
Public). 

ii) Bringing the ashes of Netaji kept in Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, in Japan to India 


(File No. 1/ 1 201 4/27/93 -IS(D. 111). 

2. I, as the Secretary to the Government of India, in the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
am the Head of the Department and I am as such in control of and in charge of its 
records. I am filing the present supplementary affidavit in my capacity as the Head of the 
Department. 

3. In respect of the file listed at para 1 (i) above, privilege is being claimed under 
Sections 123 and 124 of the Evidence Act and Article 74(2) of the Constitution of India, 
with regard to the documents listed in Annexure-I. 

4. The records ordered to be produced by this Hon’ble Commission in the above- 

~ y 

| matter are unpublished official records relating to affairs of State, and contain 
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(KAMAL PANDE) 
Homo Soorotary 
Government pf India 
New Delhi. 
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communications made to public officers in official confidence. The disclosure of the 
records would cause injury to the public interest. As such, they are protected by Sections 
123 and 124 of the Evidence Act. The disclosure of the records would also be violative of 
the mandatory provisions of Article 74(2) of the Constitution inasmuch as the records 
contain advice tendered by the Ministers to the President. I also submit that the records 
ordered to be produced also belong to the class of documents which it is the practice to 
keep secret for ensuring the proper functioning of the public service. The records include 
notes and minutes by Officers and Ministers on file. 

5. I have carefully examined the documents at Annexure-I and I am bonafide 
satisfied that the disclosure of the documents would cause injury to the public interest and 
the public interest would suffer thereby. 

6. In the circumstances, I withhold permission to produce the said records or to 
disclose their contents or to give any evidence derived therefrom, and claim privilege 
under Sections 123 and 124 of the Evidence Act and Article 74(2) of the Constitution. 

7. Privilege is being claimed under sections 123 and 124 of the Evidence Act with 
regard to the documents listed in Annexures-11, III, IV, V and VI contained in the file 
mentioned at para 1 (ii) above. 

8. The records ordered to be produced by the Hon’ble Commission in the above- 
cited matter are unpublished official records relating to affairs of State, and contain 
communications made to public officers in official confidence. The disclosure of the 
records would cause injury to the public interest. As such, they are protected by Sections 
123 and 124 of the Evidence Act. I also submit that the records ordered to be produced 
also belong to the class of documents which it is the practice to keep secret for ensuring 
the proper functioning of the public services. The records include notes, minutes by 
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(KAMAL. PANDE) 

Homo Secretary 
Government of India 
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Officers and Ministers on files and notes for the Committee of Secretaries/Cabinet, all of 
which are classified as ‘Secret’ or ‘Top Secret’. 

9. I have carefully examined the documents contained in Annexures-II, III, IV, V & 
VI and I am bonafide satisfied that the disclosure of the documents would cause injury to 
the public interest and the public interest would suffer thereby. I believe that disclosure of 
the nature and the contents of these documents would also hurt the sentiments of the 


people at large and may evoke wide-spread reactions as these documents if disclosed may 
lower the image of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Diplomatic relations with friendly 
countries may also be adversely affected if the said documents are disclosed. 

10. In the circumstances, I withhold permission to produce the said records or to 
disclose their contents or to give any evidence derived therefrom, and claim privilege 
under Sections 123 and 124 of the Evidence Act. 

11. However, I submit that I have no objection to the records in respect of which 
privilege has been claimed being produced for perusal by the Hon’ble Commission for 
satisfying itself about the bonafides and genuineness of the plea of privilege. 
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VERIFICATION 


(KAMAL PANDE) 

Home Secretary 
Government of India 


, I t KAmal Pande, s/o late Dr. Purushottam Pande, declare and affirm llwfr \Ete)hjis 


'• stated' above is true to my knowledge. No part of this Affidavit is false and nothing 
material has been concealed. 



Verified at New Delhi on 


o 




«r » 




Aitt- 

Tj. t s . i v 

C.Me 1 1C • A 

M • Oc I hi 


ATTESTED 
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VOTAPV rUELTC 
DEUTI 







(KAMAL PANDE) 
DEPONENT 


(KAMAL PANDE) 
Home Secretary 
Government of India 
New Delhi. 


Annexure-1 


Documents originating from Public Section, Ministry of Home Affairs. 


Sl.No/ 
Page No. 

File No. 

Details of the documents 

i l - 
] II n 

! 

No.I/27/91-Pub. 

Minutes of the Prime Minister and the Home 
Minister, on the relevant file, classified as 
Secret, regarding the said Award- privilege 
claimed under Article 74(2) of the Constitution. 

1 2. 

1-5/n 

! 

No.I/27/91-Pub. 

Notes on the relevant file, classified as Secret, 
by senior officers of the Government of India 
including the Home Secretary and the Cabinet 
Secretary, regarding the said Award- privilege 
claimed under Sections 123 and 124 of the 
Evidence Act. 


I 

(KAMAL PANDE) 
Home Secretary 
Government of India 
New 


Annexure-II 


Documents originating from Ministry of Home Affairs. 


Sl.No/ 

Page No. 

File No. 

Details of the documents. 

1 . 

7/c 

No.1/1 20 14/27/93-IS(D.III) 

DIB UO No.IV/6(395)/93-2026 dated 
19.11.1993 regarding controversy over 
Netaji’s death and bringing his ashes to India 
from Japan. 

2. 

91/c 

No. 1/120 14/27/93-IS(D. Ill) 

DO letter of even number dated 18.3.1994 
from Shri V.K. Jain, Special Secretary, 
Ministry of Home Affairs to Foreign 
Secretary regarding Articles published in 
Magazine ‘Asia and Africa Today’ in 
Moscow in September-October, 1993. 

3. 

92/c 

No.I/ 120 1 4/27/93-IS(D.III) 

DO letter of even number dated 18.3.1994 
from Shri V.K. Jain, Special Secretary, 
Ministry of Home Affairs to Secretary 
(R&AW), Cabinet Secretariat regarding 
disclosures made in a series of Articles based 
on classified KGB records. 

4. 

99/c 

No.l/12014/27/93-IS(D.lII) 

DO No. 1/120 14/27/93-IS(D. Ill) dated 

20.4.1994 from Shri N.N. Vohra, Home 
Secretary to Shri K. Srinivasan, Foreign 
Secretary relating to the publication of 
Articles in the Russian Magazine ‘Asia and 
Africa Today’ concerning Netaji. 

5. 

102/e 

No.I/1 20 1 4/27/93-IS(D.llI) 

Note for COS dated 16.5.1994 regarding 
controversy about Netaji’s death. 

6. 

187/c 

No.1/1 20 14/27/93-IS(D. Ill) 

Note for the Cabinet on File 
No.I/1 20 14/27/93-IS(D. Ill) dated 2.2.1995 
regarding proposal to bring the mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from 
Japan to India. 

7. 

226/c 

No.I/1 20 1 4/27/93-IS(D.Ill) 

DO letter No.I/12014/27/93-IS (D.III) dated 
31.3.1995 from Shri K. Padmanabhaiah, 
Home Secretary to Foreign Secretary 
regarding the question of bringing the mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from 
Japan to India. 

8. 

270/c 

Vol.il 

No.I/1 201 4/27/93-IS(D. Ill) 

• • 

UO Note No .1/ 1 20 1 4/27/93 -I S (D.III) dated 
19.1.1996 from Shri S. Prakash, Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs to 
Prime Minister’s Office regarding 

mitochondrial DNA analysis of the ashes 
presumed to be of Netaji. 



(KAMAl PANDE) 
•Home Secretary 
Government of India 
New De'M 


9. 

1 - 81 /n 

t /i i ^ ~ — 

1 zu 1 //yj-iS(D. Ill) 

Notes of Ministry of Home Affairs 

containing pages 1 to 81 on controversy 
regarding Netaji’s death and bringing his 
ashes to India from Japan 

i u. 

1 7-18/c 

No.I/12014/27/93-IS(D.III) 

HDraft note for Cabinet on bringing the mortal 
remains of Netaji back to India. 
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(KAMAL PANDE) 
Home Secretary 
Government of India 
New Delhi. 
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Documents originating from Cabinet Secretariat 



Sl.No./ 
Page No. 

File No. 

Details of the documents. 

1. 

141 

No.1/120 14/27/93-IS(D.III) 

Cabinet Secretariat UO No.67/3/l/94-TS dated 
7.6.1994 regarding Note for COS on 
controversy about Netaji’s death. 

2. 

143 

No. 1/120 14/27/93-IS(D.III) 

Cabinet Secretariat Memo No.50/4/l/94-TS 
dated 30.6.1994 regarding notice for the 
meeting to be taken by Cabinet Secretary on 
4.7.1994 to discuss the COS paper regarding 
controversy about Netaji’s death. 

3. 

144 

No.I/1 20 1 4/27/93-IS(D.III) 

Cabinet Secretariat Memo No.50/4/l/94-TS 
dated 8.7.1994 regarding Cabinet Secretary 
taking a meeting on 1 1.7.1994 to consider inter 
alia the Cabinet Note on controversy about 
Netaji’s death. 

4. 

145 

No.I/12014/27/93-IS(D.IlI) 

Cabinet Secretariat Memo No.89/2/l/94-TS 
dated 18.7.1994 regarding a meeting of the 
Core Group to be held on 20.7.1994 to consider 
a COS Note on controversy about Netaji’s 
death. 

5. 

155 

No.I/1 20 14/27/93-IS(D. Ill) 

Cabinet Secretariat’s note No.89/2/l/94-TS 
dated 22.7.1994- record note of discussions of 
the meeting held on 20.7.1994- controversy 
about Netaji’s death. 

6. 

217 

No.I/12014/27/93-IS(D.III) 

DO letter No.67/3/l/95-Cab dated 14 th 
February, 1995 regarding arrangement in Japan 
and draw a contingency plan for proper upkeep 
of the mortal remains and that our Ambassador 
be specifically requested to look into these 
aspects. 

7. 

272 

Vol.II 

No.I/1 20 14/27/93-IS(D. Ill) 

DO Letter No.67/3/I/95-Cab.dated July 2, 1996 
from Shri D. Dasgupta, Additional Secretary, 
Cabinet Secretariat regarding directions of the 
Cabinet on the question of bringing the mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from 
Japan to India. 

8. 

287 

Vol.II 

No.I/1 20 14/27/93-IS(D. Ill) 

DO letter No.67/3/l/95-Cab. Dated 31 st 
January, 1997 regarding the question of 
bringing the mortal remains of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 

9. 

288 

Vol.II 

No.I/1 20 14/27/93-IS(D. Ill) 

^ “ 

. t » 

— 

DO letter No.67/3/l/95-Cab. Dated 3 rd July, 
1997 regarding directions of the Cabinet on the 
question of bringing the mortal remains of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India. 


. j (KAMAL PANDE) 

I Home Secretary 

> v * Government of India 

New Delhi. 
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Document originating from Cabinet Secretariat (R&AW~> 



SI. No/ 
Page No. 

File No. 

Details of documents 

1 . 

95/c 

No.I/1 20 1 4/27/93-IS(D.III) 

Cabinet Secretariat (R&AW)’s UO No. 1 1/1/94- 
IC-2829 dated 25.3.1994 regarding articles 
published in ‘Asia and Africa Today’ on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose- summary of two Articles 
published in the September-October, 1993 
issues. , 
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(KAMAL PANDE) 
Homo Secrotary 
Government of India 
New De'hi. 
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Documents for which PMO has claimed privilege 

vide their affidavit dated 29.11.2000 


Annexure-V 



SI. No/ 
Page No. 

File No. 

Details of the documents 

1 . 

100/c 

No.I/1 20 1 4/27/93-IS(D.lII) 

UO No.I/12014/27/93-IS D.III dated 20.4.1994 
from Shri N.N. Vohra, Home Secretary to Shri 
A.N. Varma, Principal Secretary to PM- 
controversy regarding Netaji’s death and 
bringing his ashes to India from Japan. 

2. 

157/c 

No.I/12014/27/93-IS(D.III) 

UO No. 1/ 1 20 1 4/27/93-IS D.III dated 9.8.1994 
from Shri K. Padmanabhaiah, Home Secretary 
to Shri A.N. Varma, Principal Secretary to PM 
on controversy regarding Netaji’s death and 
bringing his ashes to India from Japan. 

3. 

240- 

241/c 

VoI-II 

No. 1/1201 4/27/93-IS(D. Ill) 

DO No.I/1 20 14/27/93-ISD. Ill dated Nil from 
Shri S.B. Chavan, Home Minister to Shri P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, Prime Minister regarding 
mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
to be brought from Tokyo to India. 




(KAMAL PANCE) 
Home Secretary 
Government of India 
New Delhi. 






Annexure-VI 

Documents originating from Ministry of External Affairs. 


Sl.No./ 
Page No. 

File No. 

Details of the documents. 

1 . 

1 0-24/c 

No.I/12014/27/93-IS(D.III) 

MEA UO No.C/551/12/93-JP dated 

23.11.1993- a detailed note incorporating the 
views of Ministry of External Affairs on 
controversy regarding Netaji’s death and 
bringing his ashes to India from Japan. 

2. 

33-45/c 

i 

! 

No.I/1 20 1 4/27/93-IS(D.III) 

MEA UO No.C/551/12/93-JP dated 2.12.1993 
regarding Article No. 9/93 published in the 
Russian Magazine ‘Asia and Africa Today on 
whom Subhas Chandra Bose fought against 
during second world war years’. 

3. 

48-74/c 

No.I/12014/27/93-IS(D.III) 

MEA UO No.C/551/12/93-JP dated 

23.12.1993 enclosing Article No. 8/93 which 
appeared in the Russian Magazine ‘Asia and 
Africa Today’ on ‘The Secret behind the death 
of Subhas Chandra Bose’. 

4. 

77-90/c 

No.I/1 20 14/27/93-IS(D. Ill) 

MEA UO No.6/551/12/93-JP dated 20.1.1994 
enclosing a copy of Article No. 10/93 published 
in the Russian Magazine ‘Asia and Africa 
Today’ on ‘against whom Subhas Chandra 
Bose fought during world war II’. 

5. 

243/c 

Vol.il 

0 

No.I/1 20 14/27/93-IS(D. Ill) 

DO letter No.25/4/NGO(PT) dated 19.6.1995 
from Foreign Secretary to Home Secretary 
regarding the remains of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 


L 


(KAMAL PANDE) 
Home Secretary 
Government of India 
New Do*hi. 





Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 


D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/Vol.X 





MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


January 16, 2004 


Dear 



I am writing to you in connection with the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry (JMCI), which you are aware is inquiring into the facts 
and circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments connected therewith. 


2. The JMCI have addressed a letter directly to the ‘Mayor of the Taipei 
City Government’ with a copy endorsed to this Ministry, seeking documents 
for the purpose of the inquiry. I am enclosing for your information, a copy of 
this letter alongwith copies of other related communications received from the 
JMCI. 


3. We had earlier pointed out to the JMCI that any proposal or request for 
seeking information from Taiwan should be referred to this Ministry, as we do 
not have any official dealings with the ‘Republic of China’ or ‘Taiwan’. We 
have now again reiterated this advice to the JMCI in the context of their 
present letter under reference. We have underlined that the JMCI should not 
send such communications directly to the Taiwanese “Government” 
authorities. 


4. It has been decided in consultation with JS (EA), to seek the assistance 
of your office for obtaining the requisite documents identified by the JMCI. 
We would appreciate your early feedback on the progress of your efforts in 
this regard, so that the JMCI can be kept informed accordingly. 
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Yours sincerely, 
(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri Vijay Gokhale 
Director General 
India-Taipei Association 
Taipei 
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To x Ms. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 

Director (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 


Madam, 





I am directed to^aTefer to your d.o. letter No. 
25/4 /ngo/voI .X dated 12.11.03 addressed to the Secretary 
of the Commission and to state that the relevant 
ministries/offices of the Government of India are kept 

informed of the hearings of the Commission s&tictf Vilious matters 
which might be pending with them are likely to be 
discussed at the time of the hearings of the Commission 
on the basis .of the Status Reports prepared and 
distributed for discussion thereon during such hearings. 



t 


Ruchi Ghanashyam 
<i director (CNV) 



>.0. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.X 
jl- Dear S>\. «• / 




f^?T *T5fTeRI, 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


January 15, 2004 


The Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) inquiring into the facts 
and circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
has drawn Ministry’s attention to the following issues for assistance and follow- 
up- 

fa] A news item published in the Hindustan Times, Kolkata dated 
January 05, 2004 (Copy enclosed], which refers to ‘secret files from 
Churchill’s private office papers, released by the National Archives in 
London’. 

[b] An Official paper-bearing No. 5190 (Copy enclosed), which is an 

extract from a Note of Discussion between Lord Wavell, Secretary of 

State and R. Arthur Henderson held on 27 August 1945. This note was 
obtained by the JMCI during its visit to London. 

2. With regard to (a] above, the JMCI have requested for assistance in 
ascertaining from the National Archives in London as to whether the said 
files/papers reportedly released contain any material relating to Netaji or the INA. 

3. With regard to [b] above, the JMCI have sought to know the result of the 
inquiry initiated by the Viceroy, as mentioned in the document no. 5190. 

4. The JMCI have also reminded us about its earlier pending request for 
obtaining names, postal addresses, e-mail addresses, fascimile numbers etc. of the 
National Forensic Service Laboratories (NFSL) in the UK. This information is still 
awaited. The Mission's last response in the matter (Counsellor (Political) ’s letter no. 
LON/POL/ 103/ 17/00 dated June 17, 2003) did not include this information 
sought by the JMCI. 


4. We would appreciate your expeditious reply on all the above issues to enable 
us to inform the JMCI accordingly. 




tOftvcw 




Yours sincerely, 

n . 

djrVx-t*. V ^ 


(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 
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-V.- 


Shri Satyabrata Pal, 

* Deputy High Commissioner, 
High Commission of India, 
London 
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A FEW words whispered to 
Jaw;;hnrhU Nehru bv Lady 
Kdwina Mount batten at a 
Buck in gh a t ! ) Pal a c e rece p- 
lion almost cost her hus- 
band his career and earned 
bur a soaring rebuke from 
Winston Churchill. ■ 

Secret files t f rom Ch jirc: 
h ill's n rb.a f e office Dane r s . 
re l ea sed a t the National A c- 
t : ! ) ivcsjji l a )? id on on Satu r- 
day, “sTiowlj i c 1 3 1 ‘il i sh~H5 ni * 
Mill Tsfe r Had c a ti tinned Lord 
i\ k i u.i 1 1 1 »a flT-TT ih a t Edw in as 
41 bob? i v i oTfr was doing his ca- \ 
rocr no good in poJ it ical and 
nnva! circles". Churchill also ' 
dried to ban I' or from an offi- 
cial visit to Turkey amid 
fears site would commit a 
diplomatic blunder. 

The tiles also I v vea 1 ed ti t a t 
Mount bat ion. a cousin of the 
Queen and for in or Viceroy of 
India, was helpless in the face 
of indi :v perae!iw and ambi- 
tious vVdNs hen. tv jour. The 
papers noted that Lord Mou- 
lt [bat ten recognised that she 
\va s "fa r be vt end his con IroV ' . 


"1 1 
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ppect tins one xo JNefim 
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Eriaina Mountbattcn 

Government concci ns 
came to a head afier a Coro- 
nation reception at t lie Palace 
during which Lady Mount- 
i batten told Nehru, ihc-n lrv 
1 din's Prime Minister and her 
' close friend, that Britain was 
responsible for atrocities in 
Kenya. A "blazing row" en- 
sued in which I*ady Mount- 
batten appealed to James 
Thomas, the First Lord of the 
Admiralty to "save her hus- 
band's career". 

Thomas told Churchill 
that he intended to use the 
low "as a peg for telling her a. 
lot of things about herself. I 
hope very much we can get 
the lady to behave herself as 


she does so much of her wot k 
extremely well". 

Churchill had already re- 
ceived a letter from the 
Queen's private secretary, Sir 
Alan Las cellos, about an ear- 
lier visit by Edwina to India, 
where she enjoyed a contro- 
versial friendship with Neh- 
ru and was accused of med- 
dling in Indian affairs. Los- 
celies wrote: "It seems to me 
iliac the tune has come when 


sought to ban Indy Mount- 
batten horn an ofllcinl visit 
by her husband to the Presi- 
dent of 'fur key in An gnat 
1953 but was forced lo bad; 
down when MamUfoatten ns*- 
sured him that his wife clo- 


sured him that his svifu de- . j. a j: 
nied making certain remarks ;|! I / « 

about Kenya and had already » 

accepted the Turkish lnvlta- . • \\slr 


lion. The Mountbaltens ulti- 
mately made the trip, which 
was a resounding success. h 
Relations between the Mo 
unt bat tens ami die govern- 
ment were strained because 
of their cavalier Interpreta- 
tion of Lord Mountbatten'a 

‘ the Commonwealth.” role as a licet commander iny| , ■ 
retaliation, Churchill the Mediterranean. ’* ’ 


n should lx? painted out to Ed- i 
wlna by one of Her Majesty's 
Ministers that these visits of 
bets to the Indian capital do 
not further the general inter- 
ests of the Commonwealth. 

In 
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Justice Mukmerjee Com^isj^Ton q^Jk'quiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged of 

NeTAJI SUBIIAS ClfANI 
'W Block, ( Tliird 
1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street J 



/ 

a 700 087 


Phone: 

Chairman 
Secretary 
Officer an 
Special Dufy 
Office 


- 252-2835 

- 252-2767 



- 252-2765 

- 252 - 2766/68 


e-mail : j mei nsch^7)caU . vsnl.net.in 


No. JMCi/Doc(For) /99-2000/56(V) /375. Kolkata, dated. 26th December* 03. 

n 



From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

Secretary 

To : Shri Vi jay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) , 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 


Sir, 

I am directed to refer to an official paper 
bearing No. 5190, ( a xerox copy enclosed ) which is 
an extract from a Note of Discussion between Lord 
wavell, the Secretary of State and R. Arthur Henderson 
held on 27th August, as collected from the U.K. in 
course of the visit of Commission to London and to 
request you to kindly let the Commission know as 
expeditiously as possible the result of the incruiry 
initiated by the Viceroy, as mentioned in the aforesaid 
document bearing no. 5190. 

An early reply will be highly appreciated. 





Yours faithfully, - 

(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 
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Justice Mukh erjf.e Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance op 
NETAJI SuBHAS CilANDRA BOSE. 

*B’ Block, (Third Floor) 
i I/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087 


Vr>e „ ' Hi./y ~ . 

Office - 252.27G&66 


Chairman - 252-2035 
Secretary ~ 252-2/67 
Officer an 


P^onc: 


tax : 0091-033-252-2765 


e-mal l ; jrncinsib^kai. I. vxnl 


NO. JMCl/Doc-64 (VI ) /2004/393 


Kolkata, dated. 8th January 2004 


From : Shri M. Roy, IAS (Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 


To : Ms. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 

Director (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 


I am directed to invite your attention to 
a news item published in the Hindustan Times, 

Kolkata dated 05.01.04, a xerox copy of which is 
enclosed^ Which inter alia gives an information 
about “ release of secret files from churchill' s 
private office papers, at the National Archives in 
London" on 03.01.04. 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to 
kindly ascertain from the National Archives in 
London as to whether the said files jpapers, reportedly 
released / contain any material relating to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and the INA, 

Enclo: As stated above. Yours faithfully. 




( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 
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A FEW words whispered to 
Jaw.'.JiArhd Nehru bv Lady 
Ed win a Mount batten at a 
lUirkinphom Palace recep- 
tion almost cost her bus- 
band ms career and earned 
her a rearm g rebuke from 
Winston Churchill. 

Seciv \ H i cs t from Clu i\X: 
hills.! ndva f e office pan e r r, 
v< ‘leased a t Jhe„Nut Lou at _Ar- 



diives In L mdnn on Satu r- 
day TJTowTTie EriUslillrime 
Min isle had can ijo n ed^Lord 
A 1 ( n n 1 1 ciiToTT i ) iat Ed wina 's 
“iruh t\ iuur u ;? s Tloin^; 2iis cn- \ 
reor i:o hood in political and j 
naval circles”. Churchill also 1 
trio;! to ban her from an offi- 
cial visit to Turkey amid 
fears she would commit a 
diplomatic, blunder. 

flu* ill* s also revealed that 
Mount bat ten, a cousin or the 
Queen and former Viceroy of 
hid in , was he i pi ess frt the face 
of hi. hyperactive and amhi- 
Vile's I ir>l i , » v j OU r. T1 to 
noted that Lord Mou- 
nt batten recognised that she 
was “far beyond Ids control*’. 


Government co a cc i ; i s 

came to a head after a Coro- 
nation reception at the Palace 
during which Lady Mount- 
bat ten told Nehru. then In- 
dia's Prime Minister ant! her 
dose friend, that Britain was 
responsible for atrocities in 
Ken\a. A “binding row" en- 
sued in which lady Mount* 
batten appealed to James 
Thomas, the First Lord of the 
Admiralty, to “save her hus- 
ks mi’s career”. 

Thomas told Churchill 
that lie intended to use the 
low “as a peg for teLling her a 
lot of things about nerself. I 
1 1 ope very much we can get 
tiie lady to behave herself as 


she does so much of her wot k 
extremely we Li”. 

Churchill had already re- 
ceived a tetter from the 
Queen's private secretary. Sir 
Aian Lascellos. about an ear- 
lier visit by Edwina to India, 
where- she enjoyed a contro- 
versial friendship with Neh- 
ru and was accused of med- 
dling in Indian affairs. Lns- 
celles wrote: “It seernu to me 
that the time has come when 
k should lx? painted out to Ed* 
wuvi by one of f for Majesty’s 
Ministers that these visits of 
hers io the Indian capital do 
not further the general inter- 
ests of the Commonwealth.” 

Ln retaliation, Churcliiil 


sou nik to ban Lady Mount- 
batten irom ail official visit 
by her li us baud to the Presi- 
dent of Turkey in An gnat 
1953 but was forced la back 
down when Mount bat ten as- 
sured him that his wife de- 
nied making curtain remarks 
about Kenya and had already 
accepted the Turkish invita- 
tion. The Mountbaltens ulti- 
mately made tho trip, which 
was a resounding success. 

Relations between the Mo* 
untlntteas ;Uul die govern- 
ment wore strained because 
of their cavalier iuturpreta* 
tiun of I/ud Mounlbaitcn'a 
role as a fleet commander in 
the Mediterranean. 
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SprctaiDury ~ 252-27G5 

- 21)2*2/00/00 
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NO. JfvICI/Doc— 64 (VI ) /2004/393 . 


Kolkaia, dated, 8tH JfA*ujury 2004. 


From : Shri M. Roy, IAS(Retd.), 
Officer on Special Duty 


To : Mr. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 

Director (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 


Madam, 

I am directed to invite your attention to 
a news item published in the Hindustan Times, 

Kolk«ita Gated 05,01.04, a xerox coxy of which is 

enclosed, V.hich inter alia qives an information 
about “ release of secret file? from chu r chill * a 
p,rivate office papers, at the national Archive s in 
London" on 03.01.04. 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to 
kindly ascertain from the National Archives in 
London as to whether the said fllesjpapers r epo/t.tedly 
released contain any material relatiny to Metaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose ar u the INA. 


Enclo: As st ted above. 



Yours 


( 

Officer 


faithful iy , 




M . Roy ) 
on Special Dufy 
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A FEW wonls whispered to 
Jawr.harbd Nehru by, Lady 
Iidwina Mountbatten at a 
Buckingham Palace recep- 
tion almost cost her hus- 
band his career and earned 
her a rearing rebuke from 
Winston Churchill. 

Secret files, f rom Chu rc- 
hill s private office pape rs. 
relcasedjU the Nat ional Ar- 
chives inT ondon on Satu r- 
day sTImcTh e Ih’jj ish.Pcmie 
A 1 ii lTsterhn d ca u tioned Lord 
Moimtbn^jTfhnt ~Edwin;?s 
“bdTTTvTour was doing his ca- \ 
reer no good in political and I 
naval circles". Churchill .also ‘ 
dried to ban her from an offi- 
cial visit to Turkey amid 
fears she would commit a 
diplomatic blunder. 

The files also revealed that 
Mount hat ien. a cousin of the 
Queen and former Viceroy of 
India, was helpless in the face 
of hL hyperactive and ambi- 
iiotift wife’s behaviour. The 
papi*r\ noted that Lord Mou- 
nthiUten recognised that she 
was “fu* beyond his control". 
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EdarinaMountbatten 


Government concerns 
came to a head afler a Coro- 
nation reception at the Palace 
during which Lady Mount- 
batten told Nehru, then In- 
dia’s Prime Minister and her 
close friend, that Britain was 
responsible for atrocities in 
Kenya. A "blazing row'* en- 
sued hi which Lady Mount- 
batten appealed to James 
Thomas, the First Lord of tire 
Admiralty, to “save her hus* 
hand’s career". 

Thomas told Churchill 
tliat lie intended to use the 
row ,r as a peg for telling her a. 
lot of things about herself I 
hope very’ much we can get 
the lady to behave herself as 


she docs so much of her work sought to ban Lady Mount- 


extremely well" 

Churchill had already re- 
ceived a letter from the 
Queen’s private secretary Sir 
Alan Lascellos, about an ear- 
lier visit by Edwina to India, 
where she enjoyed a contro- 
versial friendship with Neh- 
ru and was accused of med- 
dling in Indian affairs. Las- 
celles wrote: “It seems to me 
that the time has come when 
ii should be pointed out to Ed- 
wina by one of Her Majesty s 
Ministers that these visits of 
hers to the Indian capital do 
not further the general Inter- 
ests of the Commonwealth." 

In retails lion, Chv 
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batten from rui official visit 
by her husband to the Presi- 
dent of Turkey in August 
h) S3 but was forced Id bach 
down when Mountbatten as- 
sured him that his wife de- 
nied making certain rein, 
about Kenya and had alroi 
accepted the Turkish Invita 
tion. The NounttoUens ulti- 
mately made the trip, which 
was a resounding success. 1 
Relations between die Mo- 
unthattens and t lie govern- 
ment were strained because 
of their cavalier interpreta* 
tion of Lord Mountbatten'a 
rale ns a Hoot commander in i 
die Mediterranean. r . ■ ; '• 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 




Ghanashyam 
(CNV) 




D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.X 



January 13, 2004 


Dear 


>L. 






Please refer to your letter no. JMCI/EQ/2002-2003/83 (iii)/264 dated 
September 15, 2003 and JMCI/EO/2002-2003/83 /201 dated August 13, 
2003 and JMCI/EO/2002-2003/87/520 dated January 27,2003 requesting 
for obtaining names, postal addresses, e-mail addresses, fascimile numbers 
etc. of the National Forensic Service Laboratories (NFSL) in the UK. 


2. It may be mentioned that the last response obtained by our Mission in 
London from the Foreign & Commonwealth Office in London Mission was 
forwarded to your office vide my predecessor’s letter no. 25/4/NGO-Vol IX(ii) 
dated July 15, 2003. However this did not include the specific information 
relating to the contact addresses of NFSL in the UK. We have again written 
to our Mission in London to obtain the requisite information urgently. 


/A. c -C ^ 


Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 







Phone: 


« \ 




'« •!•- Ju 



vf 


STICK MUKHERJEE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 
Fw fwouwr Into the AueguO Disappear ame Of 

Nktaji Sviwas Chandra Host,. 
l B* Block. (Third Moor) 

1 1 /A Mir/a Ghalib Street, KoJkata 700 082 


f ax : 

• * O(t9!-0U-,’5' ■'.?<>? 


NO. JMCI EO/2002-2003/83 (iii)/264 



T 'hair man — 252-2035 
- 252-2767 

Off'urrr an 

Sfuctal — 262*2765 
fjjjfcv ' - 252-2766/68 

e-ntaif : } mci rwcbwjea K3. vstti. m:l . i n 


Kolkata, ckifcdSept * 15 , * 03 


From * Shri M . Roy # IAS(Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 



To » Shri Vi jay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) , 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 


Sir, 


> th^-< 




I am directed to refer to the. Commissioner's 


registered letter No. JMCI/EO/ 2002-2003/83/201 dt, 
13,08.2003 and to say that reply thereto is yet to 


be received. 


I am, therefore, directed to request you to 
kindly do the needful as expeditiously as possible. 



Yours faithfully, 

(M. Roy) 

Officer on Special Duty 






By Registered 
post with A/D. 


/ , 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
Neta.ii Stbhas Chandra Bose. 

'B' Block. (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Muza Ghalib Street. Kolkata 700 087 


Phone: 


3 6 ^ 

- 2252-2835 X Cfvft 

- 2252-2767 ' J y <V 


C h: v. rrr.u n 
S<‘l realty 
( \(fu. i*r nn 
Sfh'cuil Duty - 2252-2765 
OJJkc - 2252-276G/68 




■\x : 0091-033-2252-2765 


No. JMCI/ EO/2 002-2003/83/201 

From s Shri M* Roy, IAS(Retd.) 

Officer on Special Duty 


To 


Shri VI jay Gokhale* 
joint Secretary (CNV) , 
Ministry of External Affairs* 
Government of India* 

South Block* 

New Delhi- 110001. 



2003 



Sir, 


rw 1 ^ 




I am directed to refer t^the third para of your d,o. 


letter No, 25/4/NGO-Vol . XXffl ) dated 15,07*03 addressed to 
the Secretary of the Commission and to send herewith XEROX 
copies of the Commission* s letter No, JMCl/EO/2002-2003/87/520 
dated 27,01,03 and the enclosures thereto* for favour of 

taking necessary action at your end. 



Enclo t As stated above. 


Yours faithfully* 

( M, Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 


f ^ i*^ . 





i'lmiic: 


I STEREO 


POST 


* 4 'JH A/D . 

/— 


1 1- v : 009 1 -033-252-2765 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For In WIRY INTOTHC ALLEGED DiSAJ^LARANCE of Chairman ~ 252-2035 

Netaji Sub has Chandra Bose. s f cr<t<,,y - 202-270 / 

‘ B ’ B lock, (Third Floor) * SLy - •252-2705 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 7U0 0S7 offict -252-27GC/C0 

e-mail : j mcinscb@cuL3«V5nl.nct t in 


NO. JMCI/ S0 / 2002-03/ 83/ 520. 



Kolkata, dated, 27 , 01 , 2003 , 

-X 


From t Shri P.JC, Sengupta, 

Secretary 

To * The Secretary, 

Ministry of External, Affairs, 
Government of India, * 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 




* i ^ 

I am directed to send herewith a copy of the 
communication dated January 22, 2003 made Ly tha 
commission with prof, sir Alec Jeffreys, Department 
cf Genetics, University of Leicester, UK and nia 
reply dated January 22, 2003 thereto, both sent by 
a .Mail and to request you to kindly obtain names, 
addresses, e.Mail addresses. Fax Nos, etc, of the 
National Forensic Service Laboratories in UK through 
the Indian High Commission in UK and send those to 
the Commission immediately. 


Y o ur^fai^h £ul 1 y , 

(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


Enel s A st stated above. 


To: 

Sent: 

Subject: 


Alec Jeflreys <ajj@leicester.ac.uk> 
JMCI <jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl. net. in> 
Wednesday, January 22, 2003 3:21 PM 
Re. DNA tests on Mortal remains 


Dear Mr Sengupta 



thank you lor your emvuiry concerning the very important case of Chandra Bose. I am afraid that I 
cannot be of assistance in this matter - my laboratory' has not been involved directly in forensic DNA 
analysis for 10 years and we are neither equipped nor accredited for this type of investigation. 

Instead, 1 would strongly recommend that you contact one of 

the national forensic service laboratories, for example the UK Forensic Science Service in 

B irmingh am, who are fully pooled up to perform the complex analysis required in this case. It might 

also be worth exploring options in India - one obvious contact would be Dr Lalji Singh, director of 

the CCMT in Hyderabad. 

^ — — ~ ~ — 1 — . 

finally, I would note that DNA typing would be impossible on ashes, and may 

well prove impossible on the additional bone samples if they have been subjected to high temperatures. 
Lven if they have not been heated, success is still not guaranteed. In this type of analysis, one has to be 
pragmatic, 

seeing whether any human DNA can be recovered - if no DNA is recoverable, then typing cannot be 

pci formed 

Please accept my sincere apologies for not be able to be of assistance. 


Regards 
Alec Jeffreys 


********************************************************************** 


Prof. Sir Alec Jeffreys 
Department of Genetics 
University of Leicester 
Leicester LEI 7RH 
UK 


tel (+44) 1 16 252 3435 
fax (t 44; 1 16 252 3J5.7S 
email: v 'i 

**************••*•*********♦***************»****«*■»***************•*+* 

—On Wednesday, January 22, 2003 2:51 pm +0530 JMCI < ■ : ; -M'l r.-.-i m> wrote; 


i/24/03 


essor Sir Alec .1 Jeffreys 
epartment of Genetics, 


( hii\ ersity of Leicester, 

University Road, Leicester LEI 7RH, 

foiled Kingdom 

Sir, 





• This Commission has been set up by the Government of India for inquiry 
into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Though some 
' people claim that he died in,an alleged plane crash at Taihoku on August 
IS, 1945, still his alleged disappearance is shrouded in mystery. Afler 

> his alleged death he was allegedly cremated in a crematorium at Taihoku 
and his alleged ashes were preserved in the Renkoji Temple in Japan The 

> points of inquiry before this Commission include, inter-aiia, the 

> following - 


> ? Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died in the alleged plane crash. 


AiVhether the alleged ashes kept in the Renkoji Temple in Japan are 
ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 


> A recent inspection of the casket allegedly containing the ashes of 

> Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has revealed that the casket, which is lying 

> in the Renkoji Tempe in Japan, appears to contain. 


? Some pieces of bone fragments greenish in colour; 


> ? Two flat pieces appearing to be parts of the skull; 


- ? A brown paper bundle containing what appears to be teeth and other 
bone fragments; 


1/24/04 


thing what appears to be a portion of the jaw with recesses where 
I colli might ha\ e been; 


? More bone fragments; 


• For a thorough and scientific probe into the points of inquiry, the 

■ Commission wants to gel DNA tests done on the mortal remains in the 

> casket kept in the Rcnkoji Temple in order to establish the identity of 

• the deceased to whom the mortal remains belonged. Now the question is 
whether DNA tests can be conducted on the said mortal remains for the 
purpose indicated above if blood samples are made available from both 

• paternal and maternal lineages of Subhas Chandra Bose, In other words, 

> the Commission wants to know about the feasibility of DNA tests on the 
'• mortal remains for the purpose of establishing the identity of deceased. 

Dr. Svante Paabo of the Max-Planck-Institut fur evolutionare 
Anthropologic of Liepzig. Germany, was approached by the Commission with 

> a request to let the Commission know' whether it was feasible to conduct 
DNA tests on the mortal remains in the casket in the Renkoji Temple for 

> establishing the identity of the deceased. He referred us to you and 
furnished us with your email address. 

> 

> I am, therefore, to request you to kindly let the Commission know whether 

> it is feasible to conduct DNA test on the aforesaid mortal remains for 

> establishing the identity of the deceased, assuming that blood samples 

> from his closed relatives both on the paternal side and the material side 

• will be available. 



> 

> If it is feasible, the Commission may be informed of the procedure to be 

N followed, steps to be taken and the costs of the DNA tests payable by the 

> Commission. 


An early reply will be highly appreciated. 


■ With regards. 


> Sincerely yours. 


,f # 


f 


f n 


I 1 . K Scngupla, 


Secretary, 



Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 
Nctaji Sublias Chandrta Bose, 1 1/A Nfirza Ghalib Street, Block-B, 3rd 
floor, Kolkata-700087, Tel-Fax no. 91-33-2252-2765 
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rotary (CNV) 
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TpJlri^ REPUBLIC 

/ 



NO. ?8/4/NGO-Vol.lX(ll) 


Doar Shri Songupta, 



fMFTr wr, ^ f^ft 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Dated July 15, 2003 


UH' 


y 


Please refer to the correspondence regarding release of classified documents 
In the UK relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose for the examination of the 
Commission. 


As the Commission is aware, the matter had been taken up with the British 
Government for reconsideration. In this connection, the reply of the Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office, which is self-explanatory, is enclosed. 

Please also refer to your letter No. JMCI/EO/2002-2003/87/520 dated / 
27.01.2003 which was forwarded as enclosure 15 to your letter No. JMCI/EO/2002-/ 
2003/83/14 dated 10.04.2003 regarding DNA test on the alleged mortal remains o| 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Incidentally, we had not received your original letteif 
dated 27.1 .03. - — — — — - — — 1 


\ The requisite information relating to the National Forensic Service 

i Laboratories in the UK, as received from our Mission in London, is forwarded 
I herewith. 

With reference to the Commission’s letter No. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/ 
2002-03/70(ll)/131 dated 18.6.2003 regarding the documents referred to in Shri 
Nandalal Chakraborty’s letter dated 1.11.2002, the position has been elucidated in 
my letter of 27 th June, 2003. The updated position in respect of documents from the 
UK has already been indicated above. 



Yours sincerely, 

(Vijay Gokhale) 


Shri P.K.Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
’B’ Block, (Third Floor), 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 




Ends : as 



■ 1 ' S | si 
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S/y 


/ 


Vikas Swarup 
Counsellor(Political) 

Tel: 020 7836 7369 
Fax:020 7836 6695 
E-mail:vikas. swarup@hcilondon.net 


*TTT?T 5PT 

THE HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 

INDIA HOUSE 
ALDWYCH 



No.LON/POL/1 03/1 7/00 



June 17, 2003 


{Jit 


S( 


3^ . 


This is in response to your letter N0.25/4/NGO-Vol.IX of April 29, 2003 
regarding release of classified documents for the examination of the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission. 

As you are aware, I had written to the FCO urging them to reconsider the decision 
regarding release of British intelligence records. 

\ 

I have now received the enclosed letter from the FCO which speaks for itself. 


Ut ^ ^ He . 

<¥&— 


l\ __ 


Yours sincerel 






(Vikas Swarup) 




Shri Vijay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 


Enel: as above. 


I 



Vikas Swarup 
( ’ounscllor (Political) 

I lie High Commission of India 

India House 

Aldwych 

London 

WC2B 4NA 


IX May 2003 


/ I 



Foreign & 
Commonwealth 
Office 

King Charles Street 



London 
SW1A 2AL 



Tel: 020 7008 2945 
Fax: 020 7008 3258 


Dear Vikas 

Thank you for your letter dated 30 April about official records on Subhas Chandra Bose. I 
am sorry that this was overlooked whilst I was in India. 

I have again made enquiries of our Records and Historical Department (RHD) and they 
confirm that our position remains unchanged as set out in Iain Lindsay’s letter of 14 
December 2001 to Mr Puri. Virtually all records that are more than 30 years old have been 
released to the Public Record Office or the British Library. A few relevant papers from the 
files of the intelligence and security agencies are withheld (with the approval of the Lord 
3 Chancellor in accordance with the Public Records Acts). These papers do not add to the 
substantive account of the circumstances of Subhas Chandra Bose’s death that is given in the 
files available at the British Library. They are withheld as a matter of principle, because the 
peacetime files of the intelligence and security agencies are not released, rather than because 
of their particular content. In addition, one paper from the files available at the British 
Library is withheld on the grounds of continuing personal sensitivity. 

I am sorry that I am not able to say anything more helpful on this. 

Yours sincerely 



Jonathan Thomson 
Head of India Section 


South Asia Department 


« 



Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 



f^?T WToTZI, ^ 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 



& D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.X 


January 13, 2004 


Dear 



J 


fry) 


w? 


This is further to my letter of November 12, 2003 and your letter 
no. KUA/P/ 163/0i/03 dated 10 September 2003 forwarding therewith 
the response received from the National Archives of Malaysia regarding 
details of archives required by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry (JMCI) relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

2. The JMCI have requested for the matter to be pursued with the 
National Archives of Malaysia again. Please ascertain whether the 
National Archives have been able to find anything new in their research 
efforts, since the communication of their last findings to us in August. 






Yours sincerely, 


- 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri V.Mahalingam 
First Secretary (PIE), 

High Commission of India, 
Kuala Lumpur 







Regd .Post with 


tax : 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry !!!!««£• 

F oh iNQurRv Into the Alleged Disappearance or , 'hurmun - 2252 2835 

$t>i'reiary -2252-2767 
(ijfktr on 

Sp^L uf /Li/y - 2252-2785 
Off** - 2252-2 7(36/68 

e-mail : 



NO. JMCI/Doc(For ) /99-2000/56(V) /377 . 


j me iiisciw/ taL3.vsnl.nct. in 

Kolkata, dated, 29th December' 03. 


From j Shri M. Roy, IAS ( Retd. ) , 
Officer on Special Duty 


To : Ms. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 
Director (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 


Sir , 

I am directed to refer to the Commission's 
letter No. JMCl/Doc(For ) /99-2000/56<V) /323 dated 
06.11.03 and to say that reply thereto is yet to 
be received. 

I am, therefore, directed to recuest you to 
kindly do the neeaful as expeditiously as possible. 



iqlstered post with A/D 


\i fcA-'W lJ 

(A'H 


Justice IVIukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For ?N£5*j!Rr Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

( v tv \ I ct n Nr r Mi St BMA'^'CiiANURA Bose. 

. B’ Bioox. ( riiirTl’toor) 

\ -\\ y ^ 1 


Ct r ' 


1 'A Mir/it Uha 


f : \ > Kj/lkata 700 0^\ 

/A] 


,JMCl/Doc(For ) /99-2000/56(V) /323 . 


From : Shri M. Roy I AS (Retd.), 
Officer on Special Duty 


f 4 \ / ■ 

i AJcri 


a 


Pho ne: 

( Hu if rfian — 252 2035 

Ai’cn-idry - 252-270/ 

O/Jii rr ttn 

StvrtolDufii - 252-2705 
C#/.v ' - 252-2766/68 

e-mail : juiciiisd'^cuU.vsnl.iicl.in 


Kolkata, dated, 6.11.03. 



To Ms. Ruchi Ghanashyam, 

Director (CNV) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 





U 


It 


Madam, 





K- 




I am directed to draw your attention to 2nd para of 
the enclosure dated 30.8.03 to your D.O. letter bearing No, 

D.O. No. 25/4/toGO/Vol.IX dated 12.9.03 wherein it is iterate^- 
inter alia " should we chance upon any information on him 
(Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose ) in future, we will certainly 
write to you again.** I am, therefore, directed to request 
you to kindly pursue the matter with the National Archives of 
Malaysia closely and keep the Commission informed of the 
outcome in time. 


Yours faithfully, 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer *on Special Duty 


V:>\ 





KU A/P/ 163/0 1/03 


*TT^T <J)T vJw^UlVl 

HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
KUALA LUMPUR 

10 September, 2003 


) r cAJv 


vJo-f/vb / 




This has reference to your DO letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.IX dated 13 
May 2003 addressed to the High Commissioner regarding information 
desired by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry relating to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 


After our repeated reminders and follow-up, we have been informed 
by the National Archives of Malayasia that they did not find any 
document/information on Netaji’s Subhash Chandra Bose. They would 
inform if they could locate any information on him in future. A copy of the 
letter received in this regard is forwarded herewith for information. 

Ki I mca 


T 



(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) 


Tlhri Vijay Gokhale 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 


N Ar|>fo 
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Address : No. 2, Jalan Taman Duta, Off Jalan Duta, 5O4§0*Kuala Lumpur 
Post Box No. 10059, 50740 Kuala Lumpur. Telegraphic Address : HICOMIND 
Telephone : 603 - 2093 3510 Telex No : MA 30317 Fax : 603 - 2093 3507, 603- 2092 5826 
E-mail : High Commissioner : highcomm@po.jaring.my 
E-mail : Dy. High Commissioner : dhc002@po.jaring.my / Defence Adviser : dahcikl@po.jaring.my 
First Secretary (Consular) : fsch@po.jaring.my / First Secretary & HOC : hoc@po.jaring.my 

WPRQITP * ximmr in/iiCJr»F»irrEr*r*mmiccir>n /'om mw 



, NKCARA MALAYSIA, 

IONAL ARCHIVES OF MALAYSIA) 
i, AN DUTA, 

,<054>K KUALA LUMPUR 


Telefon: 

Ketua Pengarah- 03-62011300 
Pejabat Am- 03-62010688 

Perolehan Dan Pemprosesan- 03-79569625/79569151 
Memorial T.A.Razak- 03-26937740/26937141 
Memorial Tunku A. Rahman- 03-26947277 
Galeria Perdana- 03-26945284/85/86 
Pustaka Peringatan P.Ramlee- 03-40231131 
Telefax: 03-62015679 

Ka wat/C able: n ARKIB NEGARA MALAYSIA” 

* v . — n , 


ANM. 27/1 Jld.21 ( 
30 August 2003 



Mr. V. Mahalingam 

First Secretary 

High Commission of India 

No. 2, Jalan Taman Duta 

Off Jalan Duta 

50480 KUALA LUMPUR. 


Dear Sir, 

Information on Mr. Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

- - I am directed to refer to your letter of 7 July 2003 regarding the above. 

2. We did some research following your request on the above subject, 
unfortunately we did not found any document/information on Mr. Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. Should we chance upon any information on him in the future, we 
will certainly write to you again. - - 7 

Thank you and best regards. 



for Director General 
National Archives of Malaysia. 


tt 


YR/ks 



November 12, 2003 


Dear vV 


Please refer to your letter no. KUA/P/ 163/01/03, dated 10 
September £003 forwarding therewith the response received from the 
National Archives of Malaysia regarding details of archives required by 
the Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI) relating to Netaji 
Subhas ^handra Bose. 


2. We have received another communication from the JMCI 
drawing attention to the remarks of the Director General, National 
Archives of Malaysia (contained in his letter dated 30 th August 2003) 
indicating that * they will write again should they chance upon any 
information on Netaji in the future\ The JMCI have requested that 
the matter be pursued with the Malaysian agency again. 


* A 


3. We would appreciate if you could ascertain whether the National 
Archives have been able to find anything new in their research efforts, 
since the communication of their last findings to us in August. 

■aJ'v-C , 

Yours sincerely, 


Shri V.Mahalingam, 

First Secretary (PIE), 

- High Commission of India, 
Kuala Lumpur 


(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 
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Ruchi Ghanashyam 
irector (CNV) 

D.O. No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.X 



Dear 




(S**T 




At) 

<yy 

f^TT ^RTToPq, ^ 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


January 12, 2004 


Please refer telny letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol. 





i* 2 ) 


dated November 12, 
2003 and my predecessor Shri Vijay Gokhale’s letter no.25/4/NGO-Vol 
IX dated 22 April 2003- forwarding therewith a list of names of 
individuals for ascertaining their availability to appear as witnesses for 
examination by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). 
[JMCI’s letter No. JMCI/Overseas/Witnesses/2002-03/70/Vol-II/301 
dated October 29, 2003 a copy of which was also forwarded to you, also 
refers in this connection]. 



2. You had informed us that the Mission had sent communications in 
writing to all the listed witnesses. The response of Dr. Rybakov, Director 
of Institute of Oriental Studies, forwarded by you was passed on to the 
JMCI. The JMCI have now, yet again, sought to know the status of 

responses received from the other listed witnesses. We would request you 
to look into this and update us on the feedback received from the other 
prospective Russian witnesses identified by the JMCI. 


3. Kindly also let us know the status of other related pending issues 
highlighted in Shri Vijay Gokhale’s aforementioned letter dated 22 April 
2003 - including JMCI’s request for complete list of the archives of the 
Russian Federation and for approaching the Government of Russia for 
obtaining access for the Commission to the KGB archives. 


Um-B-v 


Yours sincerely, 


Dr. V.K.Paul 
First Secretary (Political) 
Embassy of India 
Moscow 




(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 
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By Regd.Fost with a/D. 

Justice MukherjeeC 

For Inquiry Into tmi 

Netaji Sub 
‘B’ Bloc 1 
1 1/A M if za Ghal 


Fa \ : OfiVl-033-252-2765 



ion of Inquiry 

PPEAHANCE CF 

\ Bose. 
oor) 



Chairman 
Secretary 
OjJktr orr 


- 252-2835 

- 252-2767 


S' " \ Special Duty - 252-2765 

jfolkala 700 082 ; A. Vffit' 


No. JMCi/Doc(For ) /99-2000/56(V) /374 . Kolkata, dated, 26th December'03. 



- 252-2766/68 
jmcinscb{dlcal.3.vsnl.nct.in 


From : Shri M. Roy, 

Officer on Special Duty 


To 


Shri Vi jay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV) , 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Govt, of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 


Sir, 

I am directed to refer to the Commission's 
letter No. JMCl/Doc(For ) /99-2000/56(V) /331 dated 12.11.03 
and to state that the information/report as sought 
for therein are yet to be received. 

I am, therefore, directed to request you to 
kindly do the needful as expeditiously as possible. 


(j \.<LX 




Yours faithfully, 

( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 


k .a. ^ ^ t ^ 

^ ftZ !y 



/ Registered Post with A/D. 


/ it * . 
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Ty/i. 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 

For Inquiry Into the A lYtc, uYCji a /" - - 1 aranc £ of 

Nf i \.ii Sunn, Vs Chandra Host: 


\jyb?>'X Wtt (c£W)[ c 


! I /A Mir/ 


ir Block'. (xiturVU^IoVr) 

/.a Gh.ilil>\Si\eA. KtoljjLita 700 08 



No JMC/Doc(Por) /99-2000/56(V) /331. 


087 

■ZSi 

v° 


rhooe: 


\) 


~? r s2?tm 

- 262 2767 


i 7r/«)m<,vr 
Au: - r»'/iiry 
< ifficrr an 

.S y v< */t#/ / n//v - 252 2766 
oy/Nu -252-27(36/68 

C-truiil : j n sei nsct 3 . vsnl . ncl . i 1 1 

Kolkala, Jalcil, 12,11.03 


From : Shri M.Roy , 

Officer on Special Duty 


• A 


To s Sh^i Vi jay Gokhale, 

Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Govt, of India, 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 


Sir , 



o.m 


I am di^cted to refer to the d.o. letter no. 
25/4/NGO/Vol.X dated 13.10.2003 of the Director (CNV), 
M.E.A., Govt, of India addressed to the Secretary of 






the Commission which is in reply to the Commission's 
letter no. JMCl/Doc(FOR) /99-2000/56(V) /270 dated 
23.9.2003 and to request you to kindly let the Commission 
know immediately the present position of the other 
pending matters mentioned in the d.o. letter No. 

25/4/NGO- Vol.(IX) dated 27.06.2003 of the Ministry as 
also to send a complete list of all the archives of the 
Russian Federation. 






Yours faithfully. 


°V\a "' s/' 


( M. Roy ) 

Officer on Special Duty 


- 


*7 v 



Director (CNV) 


> 

D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/Vol.X 



'j-y > i - 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 

J^\ 


I \ 

\ 

1 



October 13, 2003 


Dear Shri Sengupta, A 

Please refer to your letter no. JMCI/ Overseas/ Witnesses/2002- 
03/ 70/ Vol-II/ 621, dated 1 st April, 2003 forwarding therewith a list of 
witnesses in Russia to ascertain they will be available for examination 


by the JMCI. 


2. Our Mission in Moscow had sent communications in writing to 
all the listed witnesses. A response received by the Mission from Dr. 
R.B. Rybakov, Director of Institute of Oriental Studies is forwarded in 
original, alongwith the English translation. 

Yours sincerely, 

(/ ^ 


w<-x/ 


(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


To, 


Shri P.K. Sengupta 
Secretary 

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
“B ’Block (Third Floor), 

1 1 / A Mirza Ghalib Street, 

Kolkata 700 087 




I 




r 







Vrr, 


Vijay Gokhal© 

Joint Seoretary(CNV) 

D.O.No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.lX 

Dear . 


, _ . 

ii»r<v4 Rep u*iuc 


V 


\6.^- I ' ■' . 


fMftl 'R’f 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


A 


NEW .DELHI 



Dated April 22, 2003 


1 / 


W 


I am forwarding herewith a letter received from the ' Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry with the request that it may be delivered to the addressee. 


The Commission has also sent us a list of witnesses in Russia submitted by 
Dr. Purabi Roy in an affidavit before the Commission (copy enclosed). The 
Commission desires that these witnesses .may be approached to ascertain whether 
they would be available for examination by th© Commission and, if so, the dates, 
hours and places when and where they would like to be examined as witnesses. 


I 

1 

' Yours sincerely, 

i 

■ | 


To 

Shri D.B.Venkatesh Varma 
Counsellor(Poi) 

Embassy of India 
Moscow 


(Vijay Gokhale) 



Enel: As above 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Eh»nc 

For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance op 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

‘B* Block. (Third Floor) 

1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street/Kolkata 70CF08 




rax : 0091-033-252-2765 


No. JMCI/Over seas/wit nesses/2 002 -03/70 

(Vol.II)/621. 



Chairman — 252-2835 

Sectary - 252-2707 - 

Officer on 

Special Duty - 252-2705 
Office - 252-2766/68 


e-mail ; jmcinscb@cal. 3. vsnl.net. in 


olkata, dated, 1st April 1 03. 


From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary 


To : The Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Gqvernment of India, • 

South Block, 

New Delhi-110001. 



Sir, 

I am directed to send herewith two letters addressed 
to Prof. E.N. Komorov of Moscow, Academy of Sciences, Moscow, 
and Prof. Y .V 1 . Pechenko of St. Petersburg University , each 
accompanied by a copy of the Notification bearing No. Notfn. 
No./OlO/99/JMCI dated 3rd December, 1999 issued by the 
Commission, with a request to cause delivery of the said two 
letters with their enclosure to the respective addressees,.- by 
the Indian Embassy in Russia. 

I am also directed to send herewith relevant extract 
of the Supplementary affidavit dated March 20, 2003 filed 
before the Commission by Dr. Purabi Roy and to request you 
to kindly approach the Government of Russia for access of the 
CoYomission to the Archives of the K.G.B. (F.S.B.), Federal 
Security Bureau, in view of the assertion made by Dr. Purabi 
Roy in her said Supplementary affidavit (vide relevant extract 
thereof enclosed) . 

I am further directed to send herewith a list of 
witnesses in Russia cited by Dr. Purabi Roy in her original 
affidavit dated June 8; 2000 and to request you to kindly 
cause verification through the Indian Embassy in Russian Union 
as to whether those cited Russian Wit nesses will be available 
for their examination by the Commission and if so, to kindly 
ascertain and intimate to the Commission the convenience of 
the said persons as to the dates, hours and places when and 
where they like to be examined as witnesses. 


Enclo. As stated above. 


Yours faithfully^ 

(P. K. Sdhgupta) 
Secretary 


Extract of original affidavit dated 08.06*2000 furnished 
by Dr. Purabi Roy, Deponent. 


*** *** *** *** 

*** *** *** *** 


The following personalities were interviewed during 

May-June, 1995. 

A. Prom the Institute of Oriental Studies, Moscow, Russian 
Academy of Sciences. 

(i) ' Dr, R.B, Rybakov, Director, suggested to consult 

with Pikhoi, the head of the Archival documentation 
section, R.A.So 

(ii) A.A. Kutsenkov Head, Indian Department, suggested 
that it is necessary to go through the papers of 
the K.G.B, archives. 

(iii) A.A. Kirichenko Head of the international Section 
Claimed that he is rest assured that some documents 
related to Netaji are lying in the K.G.B. Cell. 

(iv) V.l. Kluev, Senior Professor, stated that the 
documents of the Institute of Law, Radio News 
bulletin, Stalin's personal files and lastly the 
prison papers of the city Irkutsk are to be 
consulted. If possible to go through Pronin's 
book named "India?* Moscow 1941. 

(v) V.N. Pastun, Senior Professor, stated that Soviet 
agent in Afganisthan believes if there are so many 
materials about Subhas in Kabul there ought to be 
some materials in K.G.B. archives. 

(vi) Head of the archival studies A.A. Kolesnikov 
claimed that there are primary informations about 
the subject. The group of scholars who are collect- 

y ing the Archival documents will neveal the truth. 

B. Finance Academy, Moscow, Russia 

U.L.. Kuznets -Former Soviet agent served in Afganisthan 
as 'Pravda* correspondent. Recently in 1992 with the 
assistance of Garbachev Fund published a booklet 
"Marauders appears from the Games" where a chapter deals 
with Bhagat Ram and Netaji. 

C. Institute of International Relations (Academy of Diplomats) 

(i> A.P. Gnachuk-Danielchuk. Prof, of Bengali Language 

Sc Lt. -Recently his son submitted M.A. Diploma thesis, 
the subject was - Subhas Chandra Bose in various 
newspapers". Prof. Kluev was his oponent who remarks 
that why the Irkhutsk city prison materials in 
connection with Subhas were not consulted. 


contd. . .P.2. 
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(ii) Academician G.L. Bondarev sky - Immediate intervention 
from the government level and requested to arrange 

a letter from the Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, requesting Russian Govt, 
to permit the scholars to go through the documents. 
Letter should be addressed to the President 
B, Eltsin, 

(iii) E,M, Morosov - 

Journalist & former head of the Soviet information 
’ Centre Calcutta & Delhi - Definitely some materials 
are existing which will help to get a clear view 
of the British USSR Policy, 




I 


fEOT^Tt-'Rtay 
•V-.ufl’TH A/D. 


_ r— kiaiudv Phone: 
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Extract of Supplementary affidavit dated 20.03.2003 
furnished by Dr. (Mrs. Purabi Roy), Deponent, 


*** *** *★* 

*** $** *** *** 


4. That presently I am on an assignment from August, 

2002 as a visiting professor of the Indian Department, 
oriental Faculty, St. Petersburg University, St» Petersburg, 
Russia# I had occasion to interview professor E.N. Komorov, 
Senior Research Pfofessor Institute of Oriental Studies, 
Academy of Sciences, Moscow, relating to the presence of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the USSR after August 1945, 
who stated that "Let us take it, this way. He was here 
and he died here." and that the archives of K.G.B.(F.S.B. ) 
Federal Security Bureau can give the answer and that 
permission of the Government of Russia should be sought for by 
the Government of India. Similar was the view of professor 
Y.V. Pechenko of the Department of Far Eastern studies. 
Oriental Faculty St. Petersburg University, St. Petersburg, 
Russia. 

*** *★* ★★★ *** 

'k'k'k ★★★ 


6. That the list of the witnesses as proposed in the 
foregoing paragraphs are as follows s- 

(i) professor E.N. Komorov 

Senior Research Professor 
Institute of Oriental Studies 
Academy of Sciences , Moscow 
Rozdestvenka Street 12 
103771 Russia, 

Russia Tel : (Moscow) 451-97-17 

(ii) Professor Y.V, Pechenko 

Department of Far Eastern Studies 

Oriental Faculty 

St. Petersburg University 

St. Petersburg - 199034 Russia, 

Res. Tel : 371-42-15 

(iii) Puan Sri Datin Janaki Athi Nahappan 

(Janaky Dewar) (Ex Member of parliament) 

60A Jolan Kuantan Kuala - Lumpur 53200 
Malayasia 

. nn-603-40214132 


i 




O'M 



Makhijani 

Secretary(HOC) 




No. HAN/1 03/1 6/2002 


dx 



EMBASSY OF INDIA, HANOI 

58-60 TRAN HUNG DAO, HANOI 
TEL : (844) 8244989/8244990/8244994 
FAX . (844) 8244998 
TELEX: 805-411313 INDEMB VT 

E-mail: india@netnam.org.vn 


December 24, 2003 


2yi>^cbirv 

Please refer to your letter No.25/4/NGO/Vol.X dated December 1 2J 
regarding the publication of a notice in leading English and local language 
newspapers in Vietnam relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra 


Bose. 


The advertisement was published in the ‘ Vietnam News’ and ‘Lao Dong’ 
national dailies in English and Vietnamese language respectively on December 
12. Copies of the relevant clippings are enclosed. 

After the publication of the advertisement, one Mr. Joseph C. Pereira of 
Ho Chi Minh City, who is a Singaporean national of Indian origin, contacted our 
Consulate there, and gave the following information: 


“One Gerald De Cruz acted as the personal assistant to Netaji in Saigon 
during the period 1943 to 1945, He wrote a book called “Kojak Rebels” 
which was published by a Singaporean publisher. Mr. Gerald De Cruz, 
since deceased, married a Bulgarian lady. His son Mr. Simon Tensing De 
Cruz is presently Singapore’s Ambassador to Myanmar. His daughter 
Mrs. Judith Prakash is presently a high court judge in Singapore.” 


Mr. Pereira also opined that the family of Gerald De Cruz might have 
some relevant information. The contact information of Mr. Pereira in HCM City 
and in Singapore is as follows: 

1 . 196 Bui Vien, District 'i, W c,' K, 

Mobile: +84-903 667 081 

2. J.P. Reynolds 
13-78 BLK 226, 

Pasir RIS St 21, 

Singapore-510 226 
Tel: +65-6582 9143 
Mobile: +65-92 372567 

Email: jprevnolds@pacific.net.sg 



Copy of a note received from CGI, Ho Chi Minh City containing the above 
information is enclosed. We will forward to you any further feedback received on 
the subject. 


Regards, 


Yours sincerely, 



(S.K. Makhijani) 


Ms Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director(CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 
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UY BAN DlfeU TRA CONG LY MUKHERJEE 
Dieu tra vc viec mat tich cua Ong 
NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 
‘B’ Block (Tang Ba) 

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata - 700087 

THONG BAO 

'Uy ban Dieu tra Cong ly Mukherjee da durcrc Chinh phu An Do thanh lap do Ngai 
Monoj Kumar Mukherjee, nguyen Tham phan Toa an T6i cao An Do da nghi huu, 
lam Chu tich voi muc dich dieu tra ve sir that va nhimg chi tiet lien quan tdi viec dutre 
cho la mat tich cua Ong Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose vao nam 1945 va nhimg dien 
bien xay ra sau nay lien quan den cac van de sau day: 

a/ Lieu Ong Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose da chet hay van con song; 

b / Neu Ong da chet, co phai Ong da chet trong vu tai nan may bay, nhir da duac 
vien dan; 

d Lieu tro hoa tang trong ngoi den Nhat Ban la tro hoa tang tu thi hai cua Ong 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

d I Lieu co phai Ong da qua dbi trong mot hoan canh nao khac tai mot dia diem 
khac nao do va, neu vay, thi tai thcri diem nao va ra sao; 

e/ Neu Ong con song, hien Ong dang song d dau. 

Nhung tai lieu ma Uy ban co dircrc cho den nay co ca so de Uy ban cho rang bang 
chung lien quan tori muc dich dieu tra co the co duac tai Sai Gon. Nhlm tim kiem kha 
nang thu thap bang chung, Uy ban co the se sang Sai Gon. 

Moi ca nhan, tap the, ca quan, doan the hay cac to chuc biet hoac nghe noi tai, 
true tiep hay gian tiep ve sir that va nhung chi tiet lien quan den nhung van de da neu 
d tren nham giup cho cong viec dieu tra cua Uy ban va co su quan tarn tdi qua trinh 
dieu tra cua Uy ban hoac san sang hap tac voi Uy ban trong viec dieu tra nhung van 
de nhu d5 de cap tren day xin vui long lien he voi Tong Lanh su quan An Do tai Thanh 
pho Ho Chi Minh (Dien thoai: 08.9303539) / Dai Su quan An Do tai Ha Noi (Dien 

r A f f * % 

thoai: 04.8244990) hoac lien he true tiep tcri Uy ban theo dia chi Buu dien, so Fax va 
dia chi thu dien tir cua Uy ban ghi cr tren. 

Da ky 

(P.K.Sengupta) 

Thuky 


Dien thoai: 

Chu tich: 2252 2835 

Thuky: 2252 2767 

Van ohong 

Phu trach D£c biet: 2252 2765 
Van phong: 2252 2766/68 

Email: jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net. in 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 


Phone: 


For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 
NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. 

'B' Block, (Third Floor) 

1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087 

. * ■ ' • ' ' * 

Rax: (033) 2252-2265 



NOTICE 


Chairman : 2252-2835 

Secretary : 2252-2767 

Officer on 

Special Duty :2252-2765 
O ffice : 2252-2766/68 


e-mail jraGinscb@ca!3.vsnRnet.iri 



Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has been set up by the Government of India 
with the Hojj’ble Mr. Justice Monoj Kumar Mukherjee, a‘retired Judge of the Supreme 
Court of India, as its Chairman to inquire into the facts and circumstances related to the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and subsequent 
developments connected therewith including the following matters: 

(a) Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

(b) If he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash, as alleged; 

(c) Whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

(d) Whether he has died in any other manner at any other place and, if so, when and how; 

(e) If he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 

The materials in the possession of the Commission till now tend to make it appear to the 
Commission that evidence relevant to the points of enquiry is likely to be available at 
HCM city. To explore the possibility of getting such evidence the Commission may 
visit HCM city. 

Any individual, group of persons, associations, institutions or organizations acquainted 
with or having knowledge, directly or indirectly, of the facts and circumstances relating 
to the aforesaid matters referred to the Commission for Inquiry and having interest" in the 
proceedings before the Commission or wishing to assist the Commission in making the 
inquiry into the matters as mentioned above may contact the Embassy of India in Hanoi 
(Tel: 04 8244990)/Consulate General of India in HCM city (Tel: 08 9303539) or 
the Commission direct at the postal address, Fax No. and e-mail address of the Commission 
given above. 
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a-£<TE , HCMC-U I ETNAM PHONE NO. : 848 9307495 


Dec. 12 2003 12:16PM Pol 
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; ■ , i ,. r ^.NETAJ! SUBHAS CHANDRA 



Justice Mukhcrjoe Commission of Inquiry has been set up by the Government of India 
with the Hon’bte Mr. Justice Monoj Kumar Mukhcrjcc, a retired Judge of the Supreme 
Court of India* as Us Chairman to inquire into the facts and circumstances related to the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subha s Chandra Bose in 1945 and* subsequent 
developments connected therewith including the following matters; 

(n) Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

(b) If he is dead* whether he died in (lie plane crash, as alleged; 

(C) Whether the ashes In the Japanese temple are ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

(d) Whether he has died in any other manner at any other place and, if so, when find how; 

(e) If he is alive, in respect of his whereabout*. 

The materials in the possession of the Commission till now tend to make it appear lo the 
Commission that evidence relevant to the points of enquiry is likely to be available at 
HCM city. To explore the possibility of getting such evidence the Commission may 
visit HCM city. 

Any individual, group of persons, associations, institutions or organizations acquainted 
with or having knowledge, directly or indirectly, of the facts and circumstances relating 
to the aforesaid matters referred to the Commission for Inquiry and having interest in the 
proceedings before the Commission or wishing to assist the Commission in making the 
inquiry into the mutters as mentioned above may contact the Embassy of India in Hanoi 
(Tel: 04 8244990)/Consiilntc General of Jmdia in HCM city (Tel: 08 9303539) or 
the Commission direct 1,1 the postal address. Fax No. and e-mail address of the Commission 
given above. 
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ANNEXURE-III 


FEEDBACK RECEIVED BY EMBASSY OF INDIA, HANOI 

AND INDIAN CONSULATE IN HO CHI MINH CITY- 

AFTER PUBLICATION OF NOTICE IN ENGLISH & 

VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE DAILIES 

ON DECEMBER 12, 2003. 


One Mr. Joseph C. Pereira of Ho Chi Minh City, who is a 
Singaporean nation of Indian origin, contacted the Indian 
Consulate and gave the following information: 

“ One Gerald De Cruz acted as the personal 
assistant to Netaji in Saigon during the period 
1943 to 1945. He wrote a book called “Kojak 
Rebels” which was published by a Singaporean 
publisher. Mr. Gerald De Cruz , since deceased, 
married a Bulgarian lady. His son Mr. Simon 
Tensing De Cruz is presently Singapore's 

Ambassador to Myanmar . His daughter Mrs. 
Judith Prajcash is presently a High Court judge in 

Singapore. ” 


Mr. Pereira also opined that the family of Gerald De Cruz 
might have some relevant information. The contact 
information of Mr. Pereira in Ho Chi Minh City and in 
Singapore are as follows:- 

1. 196 Bui Vien District 1, 

Ho Chi Minh City 
Mobile: +84-903 667 081 

2. Mr. J.P. Reynolds, 

13-78 BLK 226, 

Pasir Ris Street 2 1 , 

Singapore-510 226 
Tel : 65- 6582 9143 
Mobile : 65-92372567 

Email : fpreynoIds@pacific.net.sg 


S Ruchi Ghanashyam 
!> Director (CNV) 

D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.X 




^TofZT, ^ Kcofl 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

J ^ D M004 


Dear JUo. /A. 

This is further to my letters of even number dated Dgeetfiber 12 and 
December 29, 2003 in response to your OM no. 1/ 12014-/'3’/2003-NCB dated 
December 3, 2003 regarding the publication of a Notice in leading English and local 
languages newspapers in Singapore, Bangkok and Saigon, as requested by the 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI). 


2. Copies of newspaper clippings of the Notice that appeared in leading 
newspapers in Singapore and Bangkok have already been forwarded to you vide 
my aforementioned letters. 


3. We have now received a response from our Mission in Hanoi. The Notice was 
published in two dailies in Vietnam viz. the “Vietnam News” [English] and “Lao 
Dong” [Vietnamese language] on December 12, 2003. Copies of these newspaper 
clippings are forwarded herewith for your information and record (Annexure I & II). 

4. The feedback received by the Mission following the publication of this notice, 
from a Singapore national (of Indian Origin) who happened to be in Ho Chi Minh 
City at that time and saw the notice, is summarized in the enclosed note (Annexure 
III). Our Mission in Singapore is being separately requested to make enquiries in 
this regard. 

Yours sincerely, 


(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 

Shri Rakesh, 

Joint Secretary (IS), 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

New Delhi 

Copy for information to 

1. Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, ‘B’ 
Block (Third Floor), 11 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 700 087, alongwith all the 
above-mentioned enclosures (Annexure- 1 to III). 





2. Shri Ravi Bangar, Deputy High Commissioner, High Commission of India, 
Singapore, alongwith a copy of Annexure III . It is requested that the persons 
named therein may be contacted informally in a discreet and sensitive manner for 
obtaining the relevant information. Feedback thereof may please be forwarded to 
Ministry. 



Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 
BANGKOK 

MOST IMMEDIATE 


No. BAN/POL/1 03/6/03 


Dated 24 th December, 2003 


From 

Ms. Manju, First Secretary (Pol), Indembassy Bangkok. 

(Tel. No. 00-66 2 2584491 - Fax No. 2584627/2621740) 

To 

Ms. Ruchi Ghanashyam, Director(CNV) Foreign, New Delhi (Fax: 

23792285) 

Rpt. 

Shri R.K. Jha, US(ASEAN), MEA, New Delhi (Fax:23792136) 

No. of pages 

3 


^Ha) . / 0 /W 
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Please refer to your D.O. letter No. 25/4/NGO/Vol.X dated December 12, 20( 
regarding the publication of the Notice by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

i' v- ^ The Notice was published in two leading dailies in Thailand, viz. the Bangkok Post 
f ^(English) and the Matichon (Thai daily) on November 28, 2003. Copies of both newspaper 
/\. j/y clippings containing the Notice are enclosed herewith. 

‘ u 





This Embassy has not received any response to the Notice. 
With regards, 






r^h 

(Manju) 

f First Secretary(Political) 
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46, Sukhumvit Soi 23 (Prasammitr), Bangkok 10110 
Telephone : (662) 258-0300-6 ; Fax : (662) 2584627 and 2621740 
Cable : INDEMBASSY BANGKOK E-mail : indiaemb@mozart.inet.co.th Home Page : www.indiaemb.or.th 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
NOTICE 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has been set up by the 
Government of India with the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Monoj Kumar Mukherjee, 
a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India, as its Chairman to inquire into 
the facts and circumstances related to the alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and subsequent developments connected 
therewith including the following matters:- 

(a) Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

(b) If he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash, as alleged; 

(c) Whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are 
ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

(d) Whether he has died in any other manner at any other 
place and, if so, when and how; 

(e) If he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 

The materials in the possession of the Commission till now tend to 
make it appear to the Commission that evidence relevant to the points of 
inquiry is likely to be available at Bangkok. To explore the possibility of getting 
such evidence the Commission may visit Bangkok. 

Any individual, group of persons, associations, institutions or 
organisations acquainted with or having knowledge, directly or indirectly, of 
the facts and circumstances relating to the aforesaid matters referred to the 
Commission for Inquiry and having interest in the proceedings before the 
Commission or wishing to assist the Commission in making the inquiry into 
the matters as mentioned above may contact 

the Embassy of India (Fax 02-2584627/E-mail: indiaemb@mozart.inet.co.th) or 
the Commission direct at 1 B' Block, 1 1 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087, India 
(Fax 001-91-33-2252-2765/ E-mail: jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in). 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 

NOTICE 


Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry has been set up by the 
Government of India with the Hon’ble Mr.Justice Monoj Kumar Mukherjee, a 
retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India, as its Chairman to inquire into the 
facts and circumstances related to the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and subsequent developments connected therewith 
including the following matters:- 

(a) Whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or alive; 

(b) If he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash, as alleged; 

(c) Whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose; 

(d) Whether he has died in any other manner at any other place and, 
if so, when and how; 

(e) If he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 

The materials in the possession of the Commission till now tend to make it 
appear to the Commission that evidence relevant to the points of inquiry is likely 
to be available at Bangkok. To explore the possibility of getting such evidence the 
Commission may visit Bangkok. 

Any individual, group of persons, associations, institutions or organisations 
acquainted with or having knowledge, directly or indirectly, of the facts and 
circumstances relating to the aforesaid matters referred to the Commission for 
Inquiry and having interest in the proceedings before the Commission or wishing 
to assist the Commission in making the inquiry into the matters as mentioned 
above may contact the Embassy of India (Fax. 0-2258-4627/ E-mail: 
indiaemb@mozart.inet.co.th) or the Commission direct at ‘B ? Block, 11/A Mirza 
Ghalib Street, Kolkata-700087, India (Fax. 001-91-33-2252-2765/ E-mail: 
jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in) 


2*^ 2003 




No. 12014/1 3/2000-NCB(Vol.V) 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Security Divn 


Subject: Commission’s letter No. JMCI/1 1/2000/295 dated 
20.10.03. 


Please find enclosed a copy of letterNo.JMCl/1 1/2000/333 
dated 18.1 1 .2003 and its enclosures received from Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, Kolkatta regarding subject 
cited above. 

As the letter dated 17.1.52 referred therein was addressed to 
Sh.Dutt,I.C.S the then Secy, Ministry of External Affairs., it is 
requested that a suitable reply indicating its authenticity may be 
communicated to the J.M.C.I under intimation to this Ministry. 
In case, the document quoted is authentic, authenticated copies 
thereof be also send to the Commission and this Ministry. 



Director (CNYKRuchi GhanashvanrOMinistry of External 

AffairS'South Block.New Delhi-1 10001. . 

MHA U.O. No. I-12014/13/2000-ISfD.HH/NCBtVol.V') dated 

■?o -12-2003. 
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Phony; 
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j; 'Ci/11/2000/333. 

From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary 


i\w 


\ 


\&\ 


Chiisrman ~ 257-^035 
A>tT?/(jry - 252- 2767 

< )jft( sr /«#i 

A/^«<i/ /;*.% - 252-2/G5 
O/Kvp -252 -2700/68 

a* -, r ri/i /7 ; j mci / rcii 1 . 3 . v snl net .in 


i 

* 


Kolkatu, <Jai.cd.18th Nov .‘03 



To : Shri Umesh Kalra, 

Director , 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Govt, of India, 

North Block, 

New Delhi-110001 . 

Re i Commission's letter no. JMCl/l 1/2000/295 
dated 20.10.03. 


Sir, 

I am directed to draw your attention to the Commission* s 
letter under reference and to request you to kindly send the 

original letter dated 17.1.1952 of Shri A.M. Sahay and the 

— ■ — — - - 

enclosure thereto addressed to Shri S.Dutt ICS, the then 
Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of External 
Affairs, New Delhi^ or authenticated copies of the said letter 
and its annexure to the Commission as soon as possible. I am, 
further directed to say that in the event of your failure to 
send the said original letter and its enclosure or their 
authenticated copies, the Commission may treat the copy of the 
letter and its enclosure, filed by the deponents and annexed 
herewith, as bonafide true copies of the originals. 


Enclosures: As stated above. 


Your 


irs faithfully*- 

(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary 


No. JMCl/l 1/2000/333(1) dated 18.11.03. 

Copy to * The Secretary, Ministry of Ext^nal Affairs, Govt, 
of India, South Block, New Delhi^llOOOl for 
information and favour of taking Nnecessary action. 


Lng \nec» 





^J) 




(P.KAS engupt a) 
Secretary 
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Top Secret 
Port of Spa'ri 
Trindad, §WI 
17 January. 1952 
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D. O. No. 1 3-Com/52 
My dear Shn Dutt 


lv ^. 4-^4 


•If > •* * 


n\ - . 

Mi 


Please refer to your letter No. 758/51-S. dated the 1st November 1951, and 
reminder of Miss Leelamanl Naidu, No 25/4/NGO*. dated the 21st December 1951. 
about the late Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. I am sony for the delay in sending the 
promised statement. I herewith enclosed it. I hope this will be of some use. - 

> | . 

There is one thing extraordinary In the whole show which needs some explanation 

from the Japanese. So far as my information goes, Netaji was removed to a 
hospital after the accident and he died there. How is it that the crash too p ace 
the 18th and the announcement regarding his death was made on the prevous 
day? Perhaps Safrani who is working under you as an Under Secretary may be 
able to say when Netaji left Saigon for Tokyo. However, my statement is the on y 
thing tha* I could say definitely from my memory. 


i ’In 

.tm 


With kind regards 


r Sbj TVVtf Si Jc'i 
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SSKSB'rSS 


Yours sincerely 
(A M Sahay) 


afM&nsl 
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Shri S Dutt, ICS 

Secretary to the Government of India 
Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 


•(Footnote: NGO: An abbreviation for ’Not to Go to Office' since the Raj days 
the Top Secret External Affairs Ministry papers till date are marked 
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Top Secret 

Towards the end of 1944, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose visited Tokyo in order to 
make arrangements for future mo^ of the INA. I proceeded to China to supervise 
the work of the league (footnote) there and to settle some dispute between the 
Japanese military authorities and the Indian Independence League in Shanghai. 
After finishing my work in China, ! was to proceed to Tokyo to arrange for the 
printing of our own currency. 

ii 

While I was visiting Shanghai in January 1945, Netaji passed that way on his way 
back from Tokyo. He stayed there for a couple of days. He informed me that the 
Japanese would no more be able to lend much support to our fight in the future. 
Japan was being attacked by American Air Force regularly, inflicting heavy losses 
on the Japanese, making it impossible for them to send their air support to our 
army in Burma or Manipur. 



Netaji said that he could see the end of the war in course of months and he wanted 
me to try to persuade the Japanese to allow us to establish direct contact with the 
Soviet Embassy in Tokyo. I was in Tokyo in the beginning of February 1945. I met 
General Tojo (Footnote) and the Chief of the General Staff and discussed the 
matter at length. I told them that if we could deal with the Soviet directly, we might 
be able to help In Improving the Russo-Japanese relation th8t was necessary to 
strengthen Japan's position. The Japanese, however, were adamant and did not 
agree. 


I returned to Bangkok early in May 1945, via Formosa, where I was detained for a 
month due to American air activities around the place. On my ani'al, I was 
informed that our Headquarters in Rangoon was vacated and Netaji was on his way 
to Bangkok with whole staff. He armed after few days. I informed him that the 
Japanese did not agree to my proposals regarding meeting the Soviet 
Ambassador. He said it was necessary to establish contact with the Soviets, if 
possible. He knew that I had acquainted with a couple of Chinese communists 
leaders and asked me if I could find some way to contact them. I suggested that 
the only way was to try through Chungking (Footnote), where, I was certain, there 
were some Chinese communists working. I suggested that I should move to Hanoi, 
the capital of Vietnam, which was near the border of China. Once in Hanoi. I 
considered it possible to send someone to Chungking to contact some Chinese 
communist agents through whom we could approach their headquarters In the 
north. 


The plan was to proceed to Manchuria and be there when the end of war comes, 

so that we may be within Soviet sphere after the surrender of the Japanese. That 
the Soviet will not remain an ally of England after the war was foreseen and we felt 
we could receive support and cooperation of the Soviets in our foture efforts. 

Netaji, agreeing to my proposal, issued orders that Major General Chaterjee and 
myself proceed to Vietnam to reorganise the Indian Independence League and 
publicity there, t was asked to take charge of the north part of the Vietnam, above 
16 parallel, and Chatterjee was given the Southern part with Saigon as his 
headquarters, f reached Saigon towards the end of July, 1945. and with in a week 
established contact with Dr Ho Chi Min and through his agency t sent two of my 
trusted men to Chungking. 

War came to an end on 15th August. A special messenger from Netaji came to 
see me on 16th from Bangkok with a letter from him asking me to get ready to 
secure transport from the Japanese and to leave for Manchuria, and to meet him 
there. He suggested that although Soviet had declared war against the Japanese, it 
would be desirable to be arrested by the Soviet authorities in Manchuria because 
we could later negotiate with them and might persuade them to accept us as their 
friends and not enemies. This was the last time I heard from Netaji. 





Q n . J Qj h Au gust 1945, at about 5 pm major General Chatted e c, Col Gulzara Sing h , 
CoLE fo am Singh, _Mr Thivy and MrAbid Hass an arrived from Saigon and gave m e 
the message that Netaji had left for the no rth. (Towards Manchuria) Being aware of 
the plan, I was already negotiating with the Japanese to take me to Tokyo. I 
thought of proceeding to Manchuria from Tokyo on my own. While the newcomers 
were silting in my living room, radio announced of the air crash in Taihoku 
(Formosa) and of the death of Netaji. 
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HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
KUALA LUMPUR 


12 December, 2003 


Ms. Yatimah Rimun 
Arkib Negara Malaysia, 
Jalan Duta, 

50568, Kuala Lumpur 
Fax: 6201 5679 


Sub : Information on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


We would like to draw your kind attention to your letter No. ANM. 
27/1 Jld. 21 (33) dated 30 August 2003 on the above subject. 

You have stated in your above-cited letter that any information 
available on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose would be conveyed to the High 
Commission of India in future. We would be grateful if you could inform us 
of the latest position on the matter. 



(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) 


Address : No. 2, Jalan Taman Duta, Off Jalan Duta, 50480 Kuala Lumpur 
Post Box No. 10059, 50740 Kuala Lumpur. Telegraphic Address : HICOMIND 
Telephone : 603 - 2093 3510 Telex No : MA 30317 Fax : 603 - 2093 3507, 603- 2092 5826 
E-mail : High Commissioner : highcomm@po.jaring.my 
E-mail : Dy. High Commissioner : dhc002@po.jaring.my / Defence Adviser : dahcikJ@po.jaring.my 
First Secretary (Consular) : fsch@po.jaring.my / First Secretary & HOC : hoc@po.jaring.my 
WEBSITE : www.indianhighcommission.com.my 




Copy to : 


Smt. Ruchi Ghanashyam, Director (CNV), Ministry oj^Dktemal Affairs, 
New Delhi : With reference to your DO letter No. 25/4/NGO/Vol.X dated 
12 November 2003. 

V/ i lt\- 'Y 




0 




(V. Mahalingam) 
First Secretary (PIE) 


Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 



D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.X 


H^Knq, fcerrff 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


December 29, 2003 


Dear 



«tx 


Please refer to your OM no. 1/ 12014/3/2003-NCB, dated 3 
December, 2003 and my letter of even number dated December 
12, 20003 regarding the publication of a Notice in leading English 
and local languages newspapers in Singapore, Bangkok and 
Saigon, as requested by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiryt(JMCI) . 


2. Copies of newspaper clippings of the Notice that appeared in 
leading newspapers in Singapore have already been forwarded to 
you vide my aforementioned letter. 


3. We have now received a response from our Mission in 
Bangkok as well. The Notice was published in two leading dailies 
in Thailand viz. the “ Bangkok Post’ (English) and the “Matichon” 
(Thai daily) on November 28, 2003. Copies of these newspaper 
clippings are also forwarded herewith for your information and 
record. 


Yours sincerely, 

fRuchi Ghanashyam) 

Shri Rakesh, 

Joint Secretary (IS), 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

New Delhi 



Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry, ‘B ’Block (Third Floor), 11 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, Kolkata 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 
BANGKOK 


No. BAN/POL/ 1 03/6/03 


Dated 24 th December, 2003 


From 

Ms. Manju, First Secretary (Pol), Indembassy Bangkok. 

(Tel. No. 00-66 2 2584491 - Fax No. 2584627/2621740) 

To 

Ms. Ruchi Ghanashyam, Director(CNV) Foreign, New Delhi (Fax: 

23792285) 

Rpt. 

Shri R.K Jha, US(ASEAN), MEA, New Delhi (Fax. 23 792 136) 

No. of pages 

3 



Please refer to your D.O. letter No. 25/4/NGO/Vol.X dated December 12, 2003 
regarding the publication of the Notice by the Justice Mukheijee Commission of Inquiry 
relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

The Notice was published in two leading dailies in Thailand, viz. the Bangkok Post 
(English) and the Matichon (Thai daily) on November 28, 2003. Copies of both newspaper 
clippings containing the Notice are enclosed herewith. 


This Embassy has not received any response to the Notice. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Ruchi Ghanashyam 
Director (CNV) 



D.O. No. 25/4/NGO/-Vol.X 


December 04, 2003 


Dear , 


Please refer to correspondence regarding the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (JMCI), that is 
inquiring into the facts and circumstances relating to the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 
and the subsequent developments connected therewith. 

# 

2. We are enclosing herewith for your information, a 
copy of a report that appeared in the Hindustan Times 
internet edition on November 27, 2003-containing 
disclosures made by the Chairman of JMCI on the status 
of various aspects of the inquiry. 




Yours sincerely, 



(Ruchi Ghanashyam) 


Shri Rakesh, 

Joint Secretary (IS), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi 
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The one-man commission, probing the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, will collect blood samples from two direct maternal 
descendants of Netaji within a week to ascertain whether they 
matched with the DNA of Bhagwanji, an ascetic who died in Faizabad in 
UP in 1985 and believed by many to be Subhas Chandra Bose. 
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Justice Manoj Kumar Mukherjee heading the single member 
commission told newsmen after a hearing that Nirupam Som, son of 
Netaji’s elder sister's daughter and Tripti Nag, daughter of Netaji's 
sister late Sarala Dey agreed to provide the blood samples. 

The commission would collect the blood samples latest by next week, 
he said, and the tests to ascertain links with Bhagwanji's (also known 
as Gumnami Baba) DNA material were expected to be completed by 
the year-end. 

"Blood samples from the maternal side have more significance since 
the DNA from nuclear mitochondria is essential to ascertain the 
mother's x chromosome link," Justice Mukherjee said quoting genetic 
experts. 

According to the status report, the remnants of sealed specimen of 
teeth of Gumnami Baba were taken back from CDFD, Hyderabad on 
completion of DNA finger-printing and handed over to the Central 
Forensic Science Laboratory in Kolkata for preservation and to obtain a 
second opinion. 

Justice Mukherjee also said that the Government of India has put out 
notices in Singapore on the recommendation of the commission for 
interested persons to depose before it and a number of people were 
expected to do so. 

The report of a second expert who compared the handwriting of 
Bhagwanji with that of Netaji, had been referred to a third one, Justice 
Mukherjee said, whose findings were still awaited. 
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Justice Mukherjee said the National Archives of the British government 
had also informed the commission that certain documents in its 
possession could be of interest to the commission. 

"Accordingly, we have asked for photocopies of two of the letters in the> 
British archives that have been recently declassified and could provide 
some direction to the probe/' he said. He also said it was proving 
difficult to get documents or to get witnesses from Taiwan, since India | ( 
did not recognise it and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Centre in 
New Delhi, representing it, had refused to assist the commission. 

"The commission has no other alternative but to directly approach 
authorities in Taipei to procure relevant documents, get information 
about relevant places in Taiwan and the whereabouts of relevant 
witnesses," he added. 
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